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MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS AND SELECTIONS. 

For the Medio»l aad Sargioal News. 

^ Diphtheria. 

Prof. A. H. Ba^r — Sir : I see by the papers and medical jour- 
nals that Diphtheria is still prevailing in different localities with a great 
degree of fatality. This is indeed a fearful disease, and one, too, of 
which there is the least unanimity of opinion and treatment among 
medical men, of any 'other prevailing disease. This would not be the 
case, in my opinion, if we were to take into consideration the clferact^r 
of the prevailing ** epidemic constitution" as Prof. Kirtland calls it. — 
We all know, or ought to know, that we cannot now pursue the same 
heroic treatment that was in use a few years ago, — the lancet, calomel 
and jalap, ten and ten, and other remedies applicable in treating disea- 
ses of a sthenic grade of action. 

I find, at least in this locality, that for the last five years we could 
not make use of active depletory measures, — with a good proportion of 
success in treatment or cures. 

Ever since the great epidemic of typhoid fever in 1855 we have had 
an asthenic condition of the "epidemic constitution," and patients, as a 
general thing, require a supporting, tonic treatment. 

Now in diphtheria there is in the outset the fulness of pulse, flushed 
face, red throat and a deposit of, white false membrane upon the ton* 
siU, uvula, and frequently in the palatine arches, which leads to the 
idea that the blood is surcharged with fibrin ; hence the administration 
of calomel and the use of other depletory means to act upon this fibrin 
in the blood, to destroy this coagulable lymph which is thrown out in 
the throat, but to our astonishment, in the place of diminishing, the 
diphtheritic coat continues to increase, and in a few days takes on a pu- 
trid condition, the pulse sinks, the patient much postt^l^d^ ^w^ \ii t^^V 

the case assume? sn adynamic condition. 
i 
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This teactes, then, that we are vrong in onr ideas of pathogeny, that 
the hlood is not surcharged with fibrin, and that the opposite is the case, 
is manifest from the disposition there is in the last stage of the disease 
to hemorrhage from the nose and gums, showing great depravity of 
the blood, and nervous debility from the commencement. 

The first case of diphtheria I saw in this locality was in May last. I 
WAS called in council with one of my neighboring physicians to a little 

daughter of Mrs. D , who had previously lost two children with 

dipththcria — found patient suffering from dyspnoea ; — quick but very 
week pulse, face flushed, breath fetid, much swelling of the submaxil- 
lary and parotid glands, buccal surface tonsils and fauces, as far as I 
could see by depressing the tongue, coated with a yellowish white or 
gray membrane. I thought the patient in ^'articulo mortis," it died the 
Bame night. 

The Dr. said he followed the treatment recommended by Wood, viz: 
calomel, ipecac, &c., washed the mouth and throat three times a day with 
Bolntion Nit. Arg. 20 grs. to the 3 of water, had used pulv. alumini, 
Sol. Zinci ; Muriate Tinct Feni, &c. — duration (incase 8 days. 

Not long after I was requested to visit another patient in council 
with same physician ; found the same train of symptoms, as in cas^e just 
related, with the addition of continual epistaxis, and occasional vomi- 
ting of a dark fluid resembling ink. The physician informed me he 
had u#ed calomel and doveri ; Nit. Argcnti washes, Pul. Alum, Iodine 
and Mur. Tine. Ferri topically. Died day following; duration of case 
8 days. 

From these and other cases I was called to see, noting the great fa- 
tality attending the treatment, I determined to pursue an opposite 
course, should I meet with the disease in my own practice. 

In July 1860 I saw three cases in the family of Mr. Wolf, in each 
there was slight fever, enlargement of the tonsils, and upon each ton- 
sil was discovered the distinguishing feature of the disease, the "white 
patch." I prescribed quinine and ordered the throat ^ar^/ed with the 
Tcry common domestic remedy of 

5: Acctum F 5 ij 
Mur. Soda 
Pulv. Piper Nig. aa 3 j ; M. 

On vi&iting my patients next day I found the fever had subsided but 
the white coat had remained in the throat ; this I removed by a swab 
saturated with the wash of pepper, salt and vinegar, after which I car- 
ried down as much finely pulverized Borate of Soda as would adhere to 
the point of the index finger, previously moistened, and deposited it 
with slight force, upon the surface from whieh the diphtheritic coat 
had been removed ; ordered this repeated three times a day ; continued 
quinine and applied tar plaster to the neck. This treatment was con-* 
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S&700 
tinned three days and patients discharged. These were mild cases; but 

on the 7th of August I was called in same family to see Silas W., aged 

14 years, sick three days as he said with '^fever and sore throat'' — pulse 

120 and full, eyes red, high fever, tongue coated white in the middle 

with papilla protruding, edges very red, left tonsil much swollen and 

covered with a dirty, white membrane, breath very offensive, bowels 

costive. 

With a swab saturated in the above wash of pepper, salt and vinegar 
I removed the apthous deposit and applied the borate of soda as in the 
eases described ; directed this repeated every four hours ; ordered cas- 
tor oil 3vi. to be followed by quinine 2 gr. every two hours. 

Aug. 8. Not much fever, much prostrated, pulse 100 and weak, 
some swelling of submaxillary and parotid glands, tongue same as yes- 
terday, oil operated freely, had taken six doses or 12 grs. of quinine. 
The false membrane had not been reproduced to any great extent but 
the throat was very tender and sore ; ordered the quinine and topical 
course, with the addition of tar plaster to the neck, continued. 

This treatment was pursued with but little variation for six days and 
patient discharged. 

Aug. 31st. Called to see Frank Williams, aged 8 years. Sick two 
days, high fever, pulse 120, white coat upon the base of the tongue, 
edges red, breath very offensive, both tonsils and uvula very much 
swollen and covered with the false membrane. Sanies discharge from 
the nose, excoriating the lips and cheeks, parotid glands much enlarged 
deglutition very difficult, diarrhoea. This little patient has the scrof- 
ulus diathesis. 

Prescription : Castor oil 3 ii, laudanum 8 gtt. The laudanum to be 
repeated every two hours until it checked the discharges. Quinine 1 
gr.. Iodide Potass. 2 grs. in mucilage of ulmus, every two hours, swab 
the throat and apply the borate soda as in above cases every four hours. 
I could not remove the white coat the first operation. Applied t» 
plaster to the neck. 

Sept. 1. Not any better, throat rather worse, ulcer formed on left 
tonsil,— this I touched with stick Nit. Arg. fastened to a quill. Con- 
tinued other treatment. 

Sept. 2nd. No better, retouched ulcer with caustic, increased quin- 
ine to 1^ gr. per dose. Continued other treatment up to 

Sept. 4. No fever, not so much foetor, or discharge from nose, the 
nurse had succeded in removing nearly all the false membrane from 
the throat with swab, patient much prostrated, complained so much 
of the pepper in the wash that it was leflb out. Gave quinine 1 gr., io- 
dide pot gr. ii every three hours, wash and borax applied every six 
hours. This treatment was continued with slight variatioa to mft^tW 
dioatioBS for eijght iLaju longer and patient diBc\iaTged. 
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There were four other cases of the disease in the same family that 
yielded to the same treatment — the use of Nit. Argent excepted — in 
about one week. 

These cases reported are sufficient to show the treatment I haye used 
with slight Tariations to suit each one of 66 well defined cases of diph- 
theria, since the 15th of July, 1860, — the fever, pellicular deposit in 
the throat, enlargement of the glands of the neck, peculiar oder, &c. 
being present, — ^besides at least one-half as many more cases not so 
well defined, but which I have no doubt would hare taken on the 
peculiar symptoms had they not been " nipped in the l>ud " by a few 
doses of quinine and the above wash and powder to the throat. Of 
this number two infants have died; in both the disease had extended 
to the trachea before I saw them. I will here state, however, that I used 
the caustic in hut Jive cases and then not oftener than once a day and 
always in the solid form. Some practitioners prefer the solution of this 
agent. In the cases I saw in council with others, who had used the 
solution of caustic freely, I found the buccal membrane, fauces, and 
sometimes the lips so extensivly whitened that I attributed the appear- 
ance in part to the use of the wash. 

It is not possible to touch the ulcerated parts of the throat with the 
iwab or probang saturated with this solution^ without coming in con- 
tact with the surrounding healthy tissue, producing an inflamation 
which serves as a basis for the extension of the ^^white coat.*' 

The frequency with which the solution of Nit. Arg. — of the strength 
of 20 grs. to the 3 — is used by some physicians, is of itself sufficient to 
produce serious difficulty. 

I will not here enter into a discussion of the therapeutical effect of 
the wash, borax and tar plaster that I have used as topical remedies in 
this disease ; but suffice it to say, the ease and painlessness of their 
application, and the general sweep of the treatment has satisfied me they 
are as good as any other topical means. 

But to the quinine and iodide of potash, and a generous diet always 
recommended, must be attributed whatever of success I have had in 
treating this disease, these remedies have been administered during the 
fever with the effect to reduce instead of increase it. 

Almost every case we met had the coated tongue. Constipation or 
relaxation, and other indications, which at once suggested the use of 
an alterative in connexion with other remedies ; but believing calomel 
inadmissable, and a very good substitate in iodide of potash, I deter- 
mined to try it, particularly where there was any indication of a 
acrofulous diathesis in my patient. 

Harrison (Therap, page 332 vol. 1) says, "in one respect the ultimate 

curative action of iodine is analogous to mercury ; it promotes the 

removal bj Absorption of facHtioui growths^, and organic lesious. Her- 
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cury is an anti-febrile alterant ; iodine is an anti-cacbetio alterant ; 
mercury cures inflammation ; iodine augments vascular excitement ; 
mercury emaciates and debilitates; iodine promotes embonpoint and 
strenghiens. 

Another consideration induced the administration of Iodide 
potassium as an alterative ; tbe disease under consideration is evidently 
one wbiclt implicates tbe glandular system, for in all cases the first 
thing noticed is enlargement of tbe gland of tbe throat and neck ; all 
authorities agree to the beneficial effect of iodine in diseases of these 
structures. 

My aged and worthy friend and preceptor, Dr. Otwell of Greenville, 
Ohio, says ''he has bot lost a patient with diphtheria, since he quit 
using calomel, and Nit. Arg. washes.'' He thinks "49 of 50 cases can 
be cured if commenced in time, by the free use of quinine, and salt and 
water, or vinegar gargles or washes." He uses as an application to the 
throat, a strip of fat bacon, covered with table salt; but to be successful 
we niust meet the monster at the onset, for it is my opinion no treat- 
ment will be uniformly successful after the false membrane extends to 
the trachea. 

Yours Respectfully, W. H. Matchett, M. D. . 

Itheca, Ohio, Dec. 7th I860 



[For the Medical and Surgical news* 

Veratmm Viride an Antispasmodic. 

MuNsoN, O., Nov. 15th, 1860. 

Dear Siri — With your permission I would like to communicate to 
the profession through your excellent and widely known Journal, my 
experience with " Veratrum Viride'* as an antispasmodic, which, if I 
mistake not, is a property not laid down in the most of our works upon 
^'Materia Medioa." 

I have used it in two cases with the most flattering results, as the 
following report will show : — On the morning of July 30, 1860, I was 

called to see Mrs. E , aged 40, of feeble constitution, having been 

confined to her bed for sixteen years, caused by a fall which injured her 
spine. I found her much prostrated, with no pulse at the wrist, and un» 
conscious. I ordered brandy, and warm applications to the extremities ; 
under this treatment she rallied, and became considerable better. I 
examined her chest and by auscultation found the abnormal sound in- 
dicating valvular derangement of the heart. Upon enquiry her hus- 
band informed me that she had for some time complained of pain in 
the region of the heart. She gradually improved uniet Wie \xfe;iA.m^\i\» 
for two or three days, hut on the morning of. August Sd. bVi^ "^^^ VeStfeu. 
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with YomitiDg, wliicli continued througliOHt the day and night, in spite 
of all I could 4o, though I tried all the remedies at my command. The 
next day vomiting continued, though less frequent. August 5th, 
I observed symptoms of ^^ Tonic convulsions^^ occuring at regular inter- 
vals, accompanied with slight retching, but no vomiting. I gave 
antispasmodics but to no avail. The convulsions would last ten or fif- 
teen minutes* Thus the case went on for a week, the disease growing 
worse and the patient sinking ; convulsions lasting from half an hour 
and occuring every four or five hours. I had tried nearly teverything 
at my command, when I concluded to try veratrum viride on account of 
the difficulty with the heart. I ordered three drops every three hours, 
and as soon as the remedy had time to act, she had no more convul- 
sions. I continued the treatment four or five days and then droped it, 
when in the course of two days she was attacked with convulsions 
again : — commenced the treatment as before with the same result, and 
continued the medicine for ten days in very small doses, when I with- 
drew the treatment and the convulsions did not return. She con- 
tinued to improve from that time, and now, at the writing of this 
article, she is enjoying as good health as she has for the last fourteen 
years. 

The other case was that of a little child, ten months old. It had 
been on a journey with its mother, having rode about thirty miles in 
an open carriage during a very w-arm'day, which was the 24th of Sep- 
tember. I was called about 4 o'clock, P. M., one hour after the arrival 
of the child at its home. Upon inquiry the mother informed me that 
the child appeared well as ilsual until ten or fifteen minutes after reach- 
ing home and that it suddenly went into convulsions and had not come 
out of the first fit when I arrived. I examined the patient and found 
the pulse very much excited and very tense, head very hot. I admin- 
istered two drops of " Norwood's Veratrum Viride," my faith was 
80 strong in the article that I did not administer anything else, and in 
less than half an hour the symptoms appeared to be somewhat mitiga- 
ted, the pulse became softer and less frequent, and by the time the sys- 
tem was fully under the influence the spasms had ceased and the pa- 
tient sank into a sweet sleep. I gave orders to give one drop of the 
tincture every five hours and the following prescription to be repeated 
every four hours. R. Dovers powder gr. ss.; Hydrag. Cum. Creta gr. j., 
to be mixed together. I called the next day and found the patient 
quite smart, pulse natural and skin cool, discontiilued the veratrum and 
gave a cathartic of castor oil which operated Very freely, and now the 
child is as fat and healthy as ever. 

I can not account for this eficct of veratrum unless it acts upon the 
motor system of nierves, quieting spasms and at the same time reducing 
t^e force and frequency of the hearts ac^''^- 
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T would be glad to liear the results of the trial of this medicine in 
more experienced hands. 

I remain, yours &c. 

0. POMEROT, M. D. 

N. B. — I have trifed the veratrum in another case with the same re- 
sult as in the above since this account was written. I have not time to 
give the history of it. My faith is very strong in the remedy and I 
think that it can be miide very useful in this class of diseases. 0. P. 



For the Medical and Surgical News. 

Antilactescent Properties of Belladonna. 

BT N. H. CANADAY, M. D., OP KNIGHTSTOWN, IND. 

The action of belladonna in arresting the secretion of milk in the 
human female breast, is one of the greatest discoveries in therapeutics. 

There has been much written in the journals of late, concerning the 
virtues of belladonna in preventing and arresting the secretions of 
milk; and having with others, labored under the inconvenience of 
possessing no reliable agent to fulfil such indications, and seeing sev- 
eral accounts in the journals of its virtue as an antilactescent, I re- 
solved to try it. I commenced with a weak solution of the extract in 
water, applied to the areola, according to one of the published formula, 
with but very little or no benefit. 

About one year ago I attended a lady, the mother of four children, 
in an abortion, at the end of the seventh month ; she very much dreaded 
the apprehended trouble from her breasts ; said she had suffered from 
abscess in one of them in her two last lactations. I determined to 
give the belladonna a fair trial in this case. I, therefore, took of the 
solid extract (prepared at Union Village Ohio), reduced it with warm 
water to the consistence of cream, and directed her to bathe the breasts 
with it, four or five times a day, which treatment was continued for 
five or six days ; after which it was used less frequently for a few days; 
the result was as I desired, there was not the slightest secretion of 
milk, nor any inconvenience from the use of the remedy. 

Case 2d. Mrs. M ., mother of three children; has suffered from 

stomatitis materna during each of her previous lactations, and has been 
annoyed with it during this last gestation; — was confined about tho 

20th of November — attended by my friend , during my absence. 

I saw her three days, afterward ; she insisted on having "her milk 
dried up," to use her own expression, as she had suffered a great deal 
each time before, and had been compelled to wean her babe before she 
could get her mouth cured. Her breasts were at this time dl^l^xi^^^^Vvt^^ 
and \}QQom\iig paiafal. I directed her to have t\ieux em^Wei., vsi^ ^^t'^ 
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her tlie belladonna, prepared as in the other caRe, with directions to 
rub it on the whole of each gland, four or five times a day, and left her 
with a request that if the secretion was not arrested, or any further 
trouble was experienced, to inform me. 

I heard nothing more from her for about two weeks, when on mak- 
ing inquiry of her husband, he said she had no more trouble after ap- 
plying the remedy, her milk was dried up immediately. I have used 
the belladonna in several other cases with like results. 



'^ ^' For the Medical and Surgical News. 

Aoadexhy of Medicine. 

REPORTED BY JOHN KEITH MOORE, A STUDENT. 

Proceedings of Monday evening, Nov. 19, 1860. 

The Academy of Medicine met at 1\ o'clock ; President.Dr. White in 
the chair. Minutes of last meeting read and >%pproved. It was ex- 
pected that Dr» Murphy would read a paper, but he was not present. 
Dr. William Judkins read a paragraph from the American Medical 
Times, on the subject of Criminal Abortion, in which was contained a 
series of resolutions, adopted by the Scott County (Iowa) Medical So- 
ciety. After which, he offered the following : 

«• Resolved : That this Society now endorse those resolutions, and 
require all their members to exercise their influence in abolishing this 
heinous and wicked practice, wherever known." 

Prof. Baker objected to the resolutions adopted by the Scott County 
Society, said they might answer for that county and state, but were not 
such as should emanate from this body, and recommended that a com- 
mittee be appointed to investigate the subject, and if found advisable to 
take action, to draft resolutions in accordance with the exigencies of 
the case. Does not believe that a scientific physician would engage 
in criminal abortions, nor that they are procured by the regular pro- 
fession anywhere ; — this great crime, this ** crying sin,*' belongs to 
another class of men — some of them, perhaps, may be found in peti- 
coats. More than this, the State of Ohio furnishes a law against it, which 
if observed, would put a stop to the evil. Let us then instruct the 
committee to determine at what term of utero -gestation the embryo 
shall be considered a living being ; and if we can detect a man in the 
business, after that period, it will be a duty to bring him before a court 
of justice. 

Question by Dr. Judkins: — "At what time does vitality exist?" 

Dr. Baker. — I want the Committee to decide that. I do not think 
we should adopt these resolutions without inquiring into the subject. 
When the embryo is considered a living being, and an abortion is pro- 
cured, the criminal should suffer. 
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Dr. Judkins.^-^The gentleman i% not informed of the magnitude of 
mischief carried on in this city. 1 know a man, who told me that he 
made more money at this business, than at any other. People will not 
apply to a physician until they know his sentiments. Again ; Prof. 
Baker thinks that life doea not exist in the embryo. I think that 
when the ovum^attaches itself to the uterus, life does exist. 

Dr. Carroll. — ^This gentlemati offered a few remarks on the subject, 
declaring that there was a time when such a thing as abortion was 
unknown ; and that it was unknown until the time came when stu- 
dents were required to study only three months, in order to become a 
physician. This crime began when quackery began — it belongs prin- 
cipally to the Eclectics. The resolutions state that where religion ex- 
ists, there abortions are not found to occur. Why, I knew a married 
couple who professed deep piety ; who, by the aid of a quack doctor, 
had procured an abortion. The mother came near dying; at which 
critical moment I was sent for. The foetus was delivered, and the 
mother's life saved. I told the husband I should like to have the 
foetus, that I mighS make an examinatian of it. He offered to sell it to 
me ! This is a kind of piety I should not like to see in my family. As 
physicians, we should be too pure for such a crime, and should prose- 
cute quackery to our utmost ability. 

After considerable discussion, amounting to nothing more than what 
we have already given, Prof. Baker offered an amendment to the reso- 
lution of Dr. Judkins, to the effect, that "a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the subject of abortions." But the amendment 
was lost. The resolution was then voted upon and carried. 

Dr. Williams reported two very interesting cases of injury to the eye, 
were listened to with marked attention. Their great length would not 
here admit an insertion. Society adjourned at 9 o'clock. 



For the Medical and Sargical News. 

Abortion Continued. 

REPORTED BY JOHN KEITH MOORE, A STUDENT. 

Subject reconsidered by the Academy of Medicine, Nov. 26th. 

The Academy was called to order, when the minuses of last meeting 
were read and adopted. Dr. Mc Illvaine then arose, and stated that he 
had not been piesent at the last meeting of the society, and was sojrry 
to learn that the resolution* adopted by the Scott County (Iowa) Medi- 
cal Society, had been brought into this Academy und adopted. He 
discountenanced the idea of passing resoltitions which had been adopted 
by other societies, at least until they had passed through the hands of 
a committee ; bethought such resolutions should «L\Yi3L'3?»\ie\?^\ ^^\i» 
lidered before this Academy take final action \x]joii l\ieTa>. T^^ %"i 
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when girls give birth to children illegally, they should be taken care 
of; and for this reason he was strongly in favor of establishing an 
"Institution for Foundlings." Such an institution has been started 
in other large cities, and met with success. He thought this would be' 
one of the means of preventing abortion, and hoped the members of tho 
Academy would give their views on the subject. The doctor said: "A 
gentleman told me that there was no snch a thing as abortion in this 
city." What audapity ! And yet we are ignorant of the extent to 
which it is carried on. Of course girls won't tell that their children 
are nullius plius ; they always say the father (!) has gone down the 
river I So he has. We have seen such men si^ed for bastardy, and 
afterwards taken to the embrace of their own sex, who thus revealed 
their religion ! 

Dr. Bonner moved that the resolutions offered by Dr. Judkins, at 
the last meeting, be reconsidered. He thought the idea of Dr. Mc Dl- 
vaine a good one, and hoped such an institution would be established. 

The motion for re-consideration was received and adopted. On mo- 
tion it was resolved that the subject of criminal abortion be referred to 
a special committee. 

Drs. S. Bonner, W. P. Thornton, and S. 0. Almy, were appointed 
as the committee. 

The subject of Diphtheria was next discussed, and occupied the re- 
mainder of the evening. 



Foreign Body in the Vagina, Covered with Calcnlons Deposits, and 
Producing a Vesico Vaginal Fistula; Eemoved. 

(under the care of MR. PARTRIDGE.) 

The notes of tho following case were furnished by Mr. W. H. Wick- 
ham, house-surgeon to the hospital. The details speak for themselves : 

J. , aged twenty four, a servant, unmarried, was admitted Sep- 
tember 10th, with a foreign body in the vagina. From the history of 
the case it appears that some months ago an offensive smell was observed 
about her person, and a discharge of blood and matter was found on her 
linen. On being questioned about this, she denied that anything was 
the matter with her. At last, however, she became so personally offen-. 
81 ve, that an examination was insisted upon, which was made by the 
family medical attendant, who detected the edge of some metallic foreign 
body amidst a quantity of calcareous matter. She was then sent to the 
hospital 

Sept. 10. — Chloroform being administered, the patient was placed in 
the lithotomy position, and an examination made by Mr. Partridge. 
The vagina was found to be full of calcareous matter, filling the interior 
and encrusting the exterior of a tin mould, the rounded extremity 
of which was directed towards the uterus, .and the sharp base towards 
the orifice of the vagina. The whole lay within the sphincter, and was 
removed with difficulty^ in consequence of its size and the quantity of 
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calcareous matter attached to it. Its extraction was effected, however, 
by first diminishing its size, by removing as much as possible of the 
outer encrustation, and bending in one side of the mould ; then, by 
means of a strong pair of bone forceps, and retraction to dilate the 
vagina, the substance was removed. A quantity of calcareous matter 
was afterwards scooped and washed out from the vagina ; and, on fur- 
ther examination, an orifice, between two and three inches in extent, 
was found on the left side of the upper wall of the passage. This ori- 
fice was observed to communicate directly with the bladder, from which, 
by means of a lithotomy scoop and forceps, several small calculi, about 
the size of hazel-nuts, were removed. Subsequently the bladder was 
washed out, as well as the vagina, which treatment has been continued 
daily. The urine, which escapes from the bladder involuntarily, is 
passed through this aperture, which remains to be closed. In other 
respects the patient is doing very well. 

The mould, which the patient now confesses has been there about a 
year, is two inches and a half in diameter, and rather more than three 
inches deep. London Lancet^ December^ 1860. 



Post-Partom Hsemorrhage. 1 - 

Sir. — I have read with, perhaps, more than ordinary interest, the va- 
rious communications which have recently appeared in the columns of 
your journal, on the subject of the suppression of uterine haemorrhage 
after delivery, by the injection of iced water into the cavity of the 
uterus, the application of ice, etc., itiasmuoh as I wss the firi^t to call 
the attention of the profession to the efficacy of injecting cold water in 
such cases, in a paper published by me in the year 1836, in the fourth 
volume of "Transactions of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Asso- 
ciation." Having enjoyed for naore than thirty years one of the larg- 
est midwifery practices in the Midland Counties, (froto which, however, 
I have now in a great measure retired), I have had abundant evidence 
since that period, both in my own practice and in that of my medical 
brethren, of confirming all that was advanced in that paper. 

Ice is not to be had on all occasions, and especially when just wanted, 
nor is it to be procured even in large towns in the middle of the night; 
and in country practice it is quite outof the question, unlesb the accou- 
cheur, knowing what he has to expect, takes care to be previously pro- 
vided. In such cases, other remedial means, used in anticipntiony are, 
perhaps, to be preferred. 

The plan of Mr. J. Higginbottom, (to whom the profession is much 
indebted for very valuable practical information on other subjects), of 
giving an ipecacuanha emetic in these cases, is entitled to every consid- 
eration. I have not unfiequently observed, s^nd I have no doubt other 
obfltretric practitioners are cognizant of the fact, that when flooding 
after delivery has prevailed to such an extent as to alarm the attendant, 
and awaken the apprehension of the medical man himself, a sudden fit 
of vomiting has stayed all further loss of blood, the contents of the 
stomach and those of the uterus having been almost synchronously 
poured out ; the womb has at once contracted, and no f\xil\iftx \vg&mQX- 
bage has ensued. Bat after all Sir, most of your leadeia n^\\\^ V i^^ 
mre, sabserlbe to the truth of the good old adage, '* tiuNeutioti \a\i^^f 



16 Poit'Partum Hcgmotthag^. Januaiy, 

ter than a cure." This remark would apply to those cases in which 
flooding has been known to occur in previous confinements. I allude 
to the timely exhibition of a dose of ergot. I have for years used it 
with great advantage in such cases, giving from thirty fo forty grains 
of the powder in a little water, from five to ten minutes before the birth 
of the child. Although I am willing to admit that the remedy has not 
invariably succeeded, I think with the American obstetrician, Dr. 
Meigs, ^^ no woman who it known to have a tendency to flood danger- 
ously after the birth of the child, should be left without its conserva- 
tive influences,'* and my own experience has led me to the same 
conviction, " that the laJU administration ef ergot for haemorrhagic pa- 
tients is salutary and needful." In confirmation of this opinion, I 
would just observe that it once fell to my lot to attend three sisters in 
their confinement, in each of whom flooding to an alarming extent 
came on after delivery. In all subsequent confinements, recourse was 
had to the timely administration of secale cornutum ; all tendency to 
haamorrhage was obviated, and the eases did well. Son>e years after, 
one of the same ladies left Birmingham, and went to reside in the 
neighborhood of London. She became pregnant, fell into the hands 
of a timid and inexperienced practitioner, and fell a victim to postpar- 
tum haemorrhage. It is a curious fact, that the mother of the above 
ladies well nigh met her death from flooding, after having been deliv- 
ered by an eminent midwifery physician. This same hasmorrhagic 
tendency running through the females of a family has in several in- 
stances come under my observation. 

Another remedy I have for some years emplpyed in cases where I 
had been led to anticipate formidable haemorrhage after, delivery, is an 
invention by Mr. Walter Mappin, surgical instrument maker of Bir- 
mingham, and called by him, " The Improved Midwifery Compress;** 
it is, more properly speaking, a midwifery tourniquet. On the occa- 
sions in which I have employed the instrument, it has acted admirably. 
In two instances its utility was most marked, though used under very 
opposite circumstances. The one, a large fat woman, of a leuco-phleg- 
matio temperament, with, I believe, a flabby heart; the other, a little 
spare woman, of a highly nervous diathesis. In both cases a frightful 
haemorrhage on previous occasions had succeeded the birth of the child, 
notwithstanding the use of a timely dose of ergot, placing their lives 
in the greatest peril. In the former case nothing suppressed the flow 
of blood but the injection of cold water; the other yielded before that 
remedy was resorted to. In their subsequent labors, the tourniquet 
was loosely applied as soon as the pains commenced, and brought fairly 
into operation as soon as the child was born, and in both instances, as 
well as on similar occasions since, no more than the ordinary amount 
of blood was lost. 

Some years back I was called to assist a friend in a case of post-par- 
tum haemorrhage. The patient was a poor, feeble, little woman, and 
a large quantity of blood was expelled as soon as the child was born, 
after a long and hard labor. The hand was immediately placed on 
the mother's abdomen, but the uterus was found loose and flabby; 
the placenta was carefully and readily removed. Eff'ort after efibrt 
was made to get the uterus to contract, by firmly grasping it externally, 
and by introducing the hand internally, and irritating the walls of the 
orgstn. Er^ot was given, cold water poured from a height on the naked 
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abdomen, and afterwards injected into the cavity ; bat all failing, in- 
cluding spontaneous vomiting, to produce contraction, the patient sank 
800 Q after I entered the room. In this ease the poor woman had swal- 
lowed nearly a quart of French brandy, at intervals, the pulse respond- 
ing feebly to each repeated wineglassful, but the rally was only for a 
moment. I remain Sir, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Chavasse, F. R. 0. S. (Hon.) 
Wylde Green House, near Birmingham, 1860. 

Sir. — ^Your excellent journal has lately contained letters on the treat- 
ment of '^ Post-Partum Haemorrhage,'' but none on its prevention. 
May I be permitted to offer the following experience, not as being any- 
thing fresh or original, but because it may have escaped the thoughts 
of many in the profession : — 

Some ten years since I attended a woman in her third confinement. 
She had very severe, almost fatal, post partum' haemorrhage, but rallied 
and did well ; and she had the same thing, but not so severe, at each 
of her previous labors. At her subsequent confinements I applied 
pressure, — the hand of her friend — as the child was being expelled, and 
sustained the same by tying something very tightly around her, before 
the placental expulsion, and she had no has^morrhage. 

From that time till this I have done the same thing in every case, 
and have not since then had a case of post-partum haemorrhage. I 
think the same is recommended by Dr. J. Burns, of Glascow. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

R. W. Lammiman, M. R. C. S. 

St. George's street East, 1860. 

Sir, — No complication attending on a case of midwifery can be more 
embarrassing to a junior practitioner than haemorrhage after delivery; 
and the publication of papers or letters on the subject is an incalcula- 
ble boon to those practising midwifery at the commencement of their 
professional career. To combat a case of this kind requires knowledge 
and presence of mind ; the farmer, added to experience, (if he has had 
practical advantages), being the foundation through which the young 
practitioner has the latter at command, and by it he can quickly devise 
the best means of checking the loss of blood. That many of the more 
common established rules, are of no avail in particular cases must have 
come under the notice of most of us ; and any svggestions suitable to 
these occurrences are valuable to every beginner. 

Haemorrhage is produced through the want of uterine contraction, 
and may follow a very precipitate labor, and result from the organ 
being exhausted through the strong and rapid contractions on the 
foetus and placenta ; or a slow and exhausting confinement may be ter- 
minated by the expulsion of the normal contents of the uterus, and no 
further contractile power be left to close the uterine sinuses, relaxation 
taking place and consfequently haemorrhage. We are not able to ex- 
plain the reason why, at the expiration of a certain period, an action 
should be set up in the uterus causing it to contract on what at that 
time must be considered a foreign body ; but we all, by experience, 
know that the uterus will contract, and that, if strength of con^tlWlWcv. 
still remains, contraction wiJi continue nntil all foreign «\\\^^laxLQ^^ vt^ 
xemoYfid from it» 
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Two facts should be in the remembrance of every junior practitioner 
daring a case of postpartum haemorrhage — viz., the cause and the re- 
sult; the causes being exhaustion of the uterine fibres for continued 
oontraction from loss of nervous force, or a want of sufficient stimula- 
tion to call their enfeebled power into action ; and the result being a 
patulous condition of the uterine sinuses allowing of either internal or 
external haemorrhage (we discard haemorrhage following rupture of the 
cervix.) The object of the medical attendant is to excite quick and 
complete contraction of the uterine parietes so as to close the open ves- 
sels, or to mechanically prevent further loss of blood until new vigor is 
established ; and to stimulate the uterus many practices have been 
called into request, such as the use of ergot, putting a child to the 
breast, cold water injections, and the introduction of the hand, con- 
jointly with external manipulation, etc. But even these have failed to 
rouse the organ, so exhausted from its long- continued struggles of pre- 
cipitate action, and mechanical agencies are requisite to stay the loss of 
blood; and in this case the simple application of .Dr. Slyman seems to 
answer every purpose. This consists of two large bladders connected 
together by a flexible tube ; one bladder is filled with ice cold water, 
and the other introduced into the uterus ; pressure is made on the full 
one, and the water being forced int^ the other, renders it a most effi- 
cient plug for the uterus, and at the same time stimulates it, not only 
by its presence as a foreign body, but also through the contact of the 
cold water contaiDed in the bladder. The uterus being filled artifi- 
cially, little or no bleeding can occur; and when contraction takes 
place, the water is forced into the external bladder as gradually as the 
action of the organ is excited. This simple contrivance having fulfilled 
its office, the abdominal bandage, over a pad, is tightened to prevent 
relaxation ; aod then stimulants may be cautiously administered inter- 
nally to raise the debilitated system, whether resulting from loss of 
blood, or caused by a long and exhausting labor. 

I am Sir, yours respectfully, 

London Lancet Wm. D. Slyman, M. R. C. S. 



Tendencies Of Therapeutics. 

The tendencies of medicine, at the present time, form an interesting 
study, particularly as they relate to therapeutics. It is, hence, with 
great pleasure that we lay before our readers the discussion on the 
subject, which took place recently at the Philadelphia County Medical 
Society. 

The almost universal abandonment of the lancet, the substitution of 
milder plans of treatment for those heroic modes, yet in vogue. a 
generation ago, are matters of history. Quinine: and iron are now 
given, where tartar emetic was formerly resorted to ; patients are kept 
upon a nutritritious diet where once they were bled, and, while for- 
merly the patient was denied water for fear of increasing the fever, he 
is now put upon brandy in larger or smaller doses. The general 
tendency of therapeutics is, to use a favorite and expressive clinical 
phrase, "building up," sustaining and stimulating. That such m, the 
tendency of our day, about this there can be no dispute. 

There are those who look upon these changes as the result of 
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accident &nd fashion; they regard the representative men of successive 
schools in therapeutics as medical Beau Brummels. As in the matter 
of hahiliments, certain fashions prevail for a time, pass away, and are 
followed by others, recurring, however, sooner or later, in the same or 
a slightly-modified form ; so there are those in the profession who con- 
sider the present -tendency of huilding up and stimulating in thera* 
pontics as a resurrection of Brunonianism, with a modern cut. With 
this view it is, of course, confidently predicted that the n^w mode will, 
sooner or later, go '^out of fashion." 

However ecisi/ a view this may be, it is at once both superficial and 
obviously false; 

There is no part of the intellectual development of mankind which is 
not regulated by laws and logic as permanent and immutable as ihose 
of the physical world,' and, when we observe strong and irresistible 
currents in the science of medicine, all running in one direction, it is 
as philosophical to call them merely accidental and fashionable, as it 
would be to call the rise and progress of empires accidents, and the 
strifes and battles of nations for freedom and independence the result 
of fashion. There is aJogic in the history of nations, and to study the 
causes which l^d to the changes constantly going on, and thus to grasp 
in one general idea the tendency of the science, must be the aim of the 
philosophical observer. 

There have been essentially two modes of interpreting the change in 
the therapeutical tendency during the last two decennia. One party 
says that the type of diseases has changed from the sthenic to the 
asthenic ; another party claims that science, or rather that physicians 
have changed by ^arriving at a better understanding of disease, its 
nature and therapeutical indicBtions. Then we have views compromi- 
sing between these two. It is claimed that there are cyclical changes 
In the type of diseases, governed by laws, meteorologic and terrestrial, 
as yet not understood, and that we are at present at the low tide, 
asthenic, of one of these cycles. 

There has been, in all the discussions on the subject, a great over- 
sight of some very important facts, a proper consideration of which will 
enable us, perhaps, to understand more fully the causes of the revolu- 
tion in therapeutics. We allude to the social changes which have 
taken place simultaneously with the former. 

Have there been apy causes, operative during the last thirty years, 
which would lead, not to a change of type in disease, but to a change in 
the physical constitution of man, in consequence of habits, modes of 
life, occupation, which would render him more apt to succumb to 
attacks of disease, and whence the necessity of a more sustaining and 
stimulating treatment, than before these causes were in operation ? Are 
there any influence now at work, not in operation to the same extent 
thirty years ago, which tend to enfeeble the constitution of men? 
Most assuredly. 

Is it to be supposed that a few hundred thousand miles of railroad 
track that have been laid within thirty years, covering the map of the 
civilized world, like the web of a spider, with tens of thousands of steam- 
horses, carrying millions upon millions of men at a tremendous speed, 
and a hundred thousand steamers and steamboats ploughing evei^ ^^^^ 
lake, and river ; is it to be supposed that all this couVd^a^^ l^V^w ^\^<&^ 
withoat ohaDglog the Aal/ifs, and with them the pVi^ei^i^ — «k"3^, «^t 
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nora]^ eoostitntioii of mankind ? And jet^ instead of inquiring into 
the changes wroaghi bj tkeae mighty inflaenees that have been at work 
ineessantlj, we hear men talk about the obscnre meteorological and 
terrestrial inflaences, '^ahanging the tjpe of disease/' and of the change 
in medieal "theory and fashion." 

Is it probable that the introduction of steam into the mechanical arts, 
with a hundred thousand pyramidal chimmeys towering np^ smoking 
and pnffing, the monuments of a new form of ciTilixatioo, and with its 
six and ten-story factories, dusty, ill -ventilated, with sixteen hours 
labor — stationary labor, out of the reach of fresh air — ^is it probabls 
that these influences, directly acting upon the habits, social, industrial, 
physical, moral, of man, have been at work, without leaving a trace in 
his physical constitution as regards the liability to disease and the 
power to withstand it? 

Is it to be supposed that the prevailing and increasing tendency of 
men to live together in large commuoities (witness the last census 
reports) has done nothing to change, not tne type of diseases, nor the 
therapeutical fathions^ but the physical constitution of man as regards 
its capacity for and power to combat disease ? 

The fast life which our present generation lives in consequence ot 
the great social and commercial revolutions which have taken plaee, 
has rendered men more liable to become attacked by diseases of debility. 
Space does not permit us to-day to enter upon the subject more in 
detail j we shall, however, refer to it again. — Reporter. 



On Ice-Water in the treatment of Croup. 

BT J. A. MCFARLAND, M. D., TIFFIN. 

It will scarcely be necessary to offer any apology, unless on account 
of tardiness, for inviting the attention of the profession to the use of 
Ice-wcUeTj in the treatment of croup. 

Fifteen years ago I prepared an article for one of the medical journals 
on this subject; but seeing, about that time, in one of the newspapers, 
something very much like **my thunder," I concluded to remain silent. 
Believing, however, that very few regular practitioners have made any 
trials of this remedy, I propose, very briefly, to return to the subject, 
with the hope of, at least, eliciting some profitable discussion. 
) It was in January, 1843, more than seventeen years since, that I 
first employed cold applications, in the management of croup. During 
the treatment of a most violent attack, after the ordinary means had 
been tried without any apparent benefit, and when fairly puzzled what 
next to do for the relief of the little sufferer, it occurred to my mind, on 
placing my hand over the child's throat, that the leading Indication 
was to subdue the burning heat, the result of local inflammatory action; 
and that nothing could be better for that purpose than ice-water 
applied directly over the inflamed parts. This was immediately done ; 
and in ten or fifteen minutes a most wonderful improvement was 
evident. Never have I witnessed, in my whole professional experience, 
a more rapid and delightful change, than in this my first trial of ice- 
water in croup. 

It was but natural that so gratifying a result would lead to further 
iris/e. Up to this time, in my own practice, they must have been re- 
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peated at least two hundred time?. To this may be added, that no time 
was lost in communicating the history of my first cases to my pro- 
fessional brethren of this city, all of whom, I believe, are in the habU 
of resorting, very confidently, to the use of cold water in all croupal 
affections. For my own part, I can truly say, if I were confined to 
single article in the treatment of tracheitis, I would prefer cold water 
to all others. By its judicious employment, commencing before tho 
formation of false membrane, there will be little or no danger of a fatal 
termination. Even when diphtheritic formations have commenced, 
there is no surer way of arresting their progress. 

It is neither necessary nor proper, however, to confine onrselve^ 
exclusively to a single remedy. Whilst, in severe cases, our reliance is 
mainly on ice-water, recourse is had, as occaoion requires, to ipecao, 
and alum, as emetics ; enemata, castor oil, or calomel to evacute the 
bowels ; the warm bath, anodynes, and solution of nitras argenti. 

I must here enter my solemn protest against the frequent repetition 
of antimonial emetics. They have doubtless been the cause of many a 
death among young children. Even a single emetic of tartarized 
antimony, or its long continued use as a nauseant, in delicate infants, 
with an irritable condition of the alimentary canal, can never bo re- 
garded as safe or judicious ; and it may be laid down as a good rule to 
eschew and discourage all such practice. Ipecac, and alum, either 
singly or combined, will be found equally efficacious, and infinately 
safer. 

In applying the remedy under consideration, we use folds of muslin 
or linen, large enough to cover the whole throat and upper part of the 
sternum. The wet cloth, ^rung just enough to prevent dripping, 
ought to be well covered with several thicknesses of dry flannel, and 
then both should be secured with a small handkerchief. 

When we wish to have the applications very cold, it is best to have 
two wet cloths, using them aliernately, as fast as they become warm. 
This course should be continued till the disease is throughly subdued. 
When treatment is commenced early, a few hours may suffice; in 
neglected cases, several days are sometimes required. 

In some cases, water fresh from the well or cistern will-be sufficiently 
cold ; but as a general rule, the preference should be givee to ioe- 
water. — Columbus Review. 



Dyspnoea— Death — Disease of the Heart and Kidneys. 

UNDER THE CARE OP DB. MINOT. 

Hiram F., 52 years, married, a mechanic, resident of Boston, but 
native of N. Hampshire, entered Oct. 13, 1860. Patient states his fa- 
mily is healthy, and is not subject to thoracic affections. For two years 
past be has noticed that he had had some difficulty in mounting an 
ascent, or walking against the wind, and has been subject to attacks of 
pain, extending across the chest and down the left arm to the elbow. 
He was well as usual till about two months ago, when he supposes that 
he caught cold, and his respiration began to be labored, and inspira- 
iion was performed with a wheezing &ound. The dyspnoea f^raduo^ll^ 
ioereased, bat he continued at work till twq weeks since. 'Bl^ hva "osk 
and about tiii wJthia two days, but since then the d3spnQda\kSA\^«tii 
2 
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■erere on any exertion as to confine bim entirely. He is often obliged 
to rise in tbe nigbt and ^o to tbe window ; relief generally follows ex- 
pectoration. Last nigbt be bad a paroxysm of nnnsual severity, seeln- 
log to tbreaten life. His appetite is still good. Vc Napbtbae, 3i*; syr. 
aoill. et mncilag. acaciaa, aa 3 ij. — 31. p. r. n. Let bim inbale tbe 
fames of stramonium and nitre paper. 

Oct. 14. Patient is dressed, but bas an attack of dyspnoea, on tbe 
least exertion ; occasional congb, witb expectoration of small masses 
of tbiok yellowisb mncas. Tbere was no relief from tbe naptba, but 
be slept after a dose of morpbia given in tbe night ; well marked areas 
senilis; cbest well formed and developed; respiration slow and labored; 
percussion ratber dull just below tbe rigbt clavicle ; inspiration sbort, 
expiration mucb prolongued, loud sonorous and sibilant rates, cbiefly 
with expiration, beard over tbe whole cbest, witb tbe exception of tbe 
left base behind, where is considerable inspiratory crepitus ; impulse 
and sounds of heart are feeble, and tbe latter are not heard in the back; 
a faint but distinct systolic murmur is beard below the left pectoral 
muscle; pulse 112^ almost imperceptible; urine scanty, acid, sp. gr. 
1027, no albumen or casts of the tubuli. Let bim have a hot mustard 
foot batb ; if no relief, a bot infusion of strong co£fee without milk or 
sugar ; if no relief, R. Antimon. tart., gr. 1-8, seoundis horis till easy. 
Oct. 15tb — A very severe paroxysm occurred in the nigbt, lasting up- 
wards of two hours. Assafbsdita, morpbia, bot gin and ether by inba* 
lation, were exhibited without relief. {I. Sp. eiber nitrous, 3ii. ; tinct. 
acill., gtt. X. every hour till four-doses taken; bot foot batb i sinapism 
to tbe cbest before and bebind — to be cupped over the loins to four 
ounces. 16th — Relief followed tbe cupping, wbicb was repeated in tbe 
evening on account of a return of tbe dyspnoea; expectorated in the 
night about one ounce of serum, witb a few round yellow masses in it ; 
pulse almost imperceptible. Omit medicine. 1^, Ammonse valerian, 
3i.; syr. sinzib. 3i. m. 3i. every two hours. 17tb — Patient suffered ex- 
treme distress tbrough yesterday, and in the evening venesection was 
performed, witb immediate relief. He took one drachm of the fluid 
extract of byoscyamus in divided doses, slept well even while lying 
down, and says now that be iaycry comfortable. Expiration is mucb 
prolonged and wheezing; tongue moist, witb thick coat; surface and 
extremities cool; lips livid; feet and ancles oedematous; no pulse at 
the wrist. He failed rapidly during that day, and died at 3 A. 31., 
October 18th. 

Autopsy. — Three pints of sorum were found in tbe rigbt pleural 
cavity, and two pints in the left; both lungs oedematous ; general by- 
pertropby of tbe heart, especially of its left side, organ weighing fifteen 
and a half ounces ; actio valves faced and stiffened by a large quantity 
of cretaceous matter ; the aortic orifice admitted tbe little finger to the 
second joint; mitral valve slightly thickened, but not enough to inter- 
fere with its function, and tbe orifice was free ; tbe cortical substance 
of tbe kidneys was lighter colored tban usual, and deoidedly angaUr. 
-■^Boslon Med, and Sur. Jour. 



Chabitt Hospital. — At a meeting of tbe Medical Board of Cbaritjr 
Hospital, beld December 4tb, Robert Boling, M. D., waa elected to the 
OksiT of PhoMsea of Skin in aaid institution. — Seporier 
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Treatment of Aithma. 

BY E. B. F0E8EE, M. D. 

The purpose of this commanication is to direct attention to the effi- 
Cftcy and valae of Tartar ICmetic in the treatment of Asthma; a drug, 
that I conceive deserves more attention than has hitherto been given 
it. Let me briefly relate a few cases that have come under m j observa- 
tion, in which this treatment was successfully employed, and then offer 
t few observations on the method of using it, and the rationale of its 
operation. 

Case 1st: — Mrs. A., aged thirty-two, who has had Asthma since her 
childhood, at which time the disease made its appearance with the 
symptoms of an ordinary cold ; after a few days this disappeared sud- 
denly, and it was supposed to be Bronchitis, but in a short time the 
symptoms seemed to be more of a spasmodic than of an inflammatory 
character. From that time the attacks became more frequent and dis- 
tressing. This continued up to the time I was called to see her; found 
her breathing difficult, was told the remedies she had generally used 
did not relieve her. She had been in the habit of smoking tobacco 
until it had become a habit, and it had lost its efficacy. I ordered the 
J of a grain of Tarter Emetic with J gr. of Sulphas Morphia, and re- 
peated the dose in 20 minute? until three powders had been taken. She 
then became a little nauseated, and the medicine was withheld as she 
felt the difficulty of breathing was much relieved. I visited her the 
next day and found her up, advised her to take 10 drops of vii^i anti- 
moni, every two hours ; it succeeded in relieving her completely, and 
the attacks have, not been so frequent or distressing, and is relieved in 
a short time after taking a few drops of antimonial wine, which she 
takes care ;o provide herself with wherever she goes. 

Case 2d: — Mrs. C, a widow lady, aged forty- five, has had asthma 
since her girlhood; has been bled for it^ and treated with lobelia, spice 
and tobacco, with success, but incomplete. 

I was called to see her after she had suffered for several hours; found 
her breathing diffif»ult and her voice inaudible; ordered 10 grs. calomel 
with J gr. Tarter Emetic, and J gr. sulphate morphia, ]:epeated every 
hour until two or three powders had been taken, or until nausea was 
experienced. Visited her the next day, found her very much relieved; 
ordered her to take vini antimoni, 15 drops every two or three hours 
during the day, and to be continued through the night, if she felt any 
difficulty in breathing. The result was a complete recovery ; has had 
an attack but once since, when a few drops of vini antimoni, repeated 
until nausea was produced, when the symptoms disappeared and has 
has not been a sufferer from her old disease since, and it is now nearly 
two years. 

Case 3d: — Mrs. B., a married lady aged twenty, has been a victim to ' 
asthma since her childhood, and has been treated with every remedy 
that has been used in this disease, without success. I was called to see 
lier after she had just recovered from an attack of spasmodic asthma* 
She wished mo to prescribe for her as the attacks were frequent, as she 
vwhed to have a remedy ready when she felt the disease was coming 
on. I prescribed Tartar Emetic 1-12 gr. with ^ gr. sulphate morphia, 
repeated every half hour until nausea was felt; iVie fti^t &oia ^tq&q«>*^ 
tmesis : I thea ordered 5 1, rini antimoni) ^lib ^ 1. ot i^%x%%^x 
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drops to be taken every balf hour until nant^ea was felt. This proved 
to be Buccessfal after taking the first or second dose. — St Joseph Medi- 
cal and Surgical JourncU. 



Vershion Without Iziserting the Hand in the Uterus. 

Sib, — I think the following case so inlly confirms the value of the 
method of turning described by Dr. B. Hicke, that I beg its insertion 
in your journal. 

Early on the morning of July 24th, I was summoned by a midwife 
in this neighborhood, to go over to Woking o see a young woman 
under her care, and who was in a dangerous state from flooding. I 
I found the patient, a delicate person, aged twenty eight, in labor with 
her fourth child, in a most critical condition ; face and lips pallid ; ex- 
tremities cold ; pulse 140, small, and tremulous. She had had only 
three slight pains, but had lost a large quantity of blood. I found the 
vagina filled with coagula ; the os uteri dilated to the size of a crown 
piece, and entirely blocked up by the placenta. On passing two fin- 
gers between the wall of the uterus and the p'acenta, I felt a cephalic 
presentation, the membranes being unruptured. Knowing that no 
time must be lost, I determined on trying the p an of version suggested 
by Dr. B. Hicks. With my two fingers I made steady pressure on the 
head, while, with my left hand placed on the fundus uteri, I bore dowa- 
the nates by gentle impulsive pressure. The head at once receded, and 
in two or three minutes I felt a foot presenting. Rupturing the mem- 
branes, I siezed it, and directly afterwards the other; and, with a little 
firm traction brought the breech down into the cervix. I now waited, 
and gave brandy and gruel. My patient said skc had scarcely felt what 
I had done to her, and appeared more comfortable. In ten minutes 
there was a slight pain, when I delivered her of the child (still-born) ; 
the uterus contracted freely, and in five minutes I removed the pla- 
centa, no haemorrhage following. The patient remained in a rather 
alarming condition for some hours, but, by the use of stimulanttj, etc., 
gradually rallied, and has since entirely recovered. 

I believe that the patient was saved much distress and pain, and that 
the shock to the system was greatly diminished, by not being obliged 
to pass my hand entirely into the uterus ; and further, had I done so, 
I must have separated a larger portion of the attached placenta, where- 
by thero would have been more haemorrhage, which she could not have 
borne. To me it has been a most satisfactory case, and I think it 
bears strong testimony to the virtue of the method. 

I am, Sir, yovr obedient servant, 

Ripley, Surrey, Nov. 1860. H. SmnLBT. 

''^Lancet, 
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The Citt Hospital.— It is said that the Board of Health, of tMlt * 
oity, have resolved to close the hospital for ccntagious disease. !¥#:::' 
hATe not heard the reasons assigned for this movement, but in tli# 
reported increase of small-pox in the city it seems inopportune. — IZe* 
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Chlorodyne — Its dangerous properties and its ineompatibles. 

BY F. DONALDSON, M. D. 

In the September number of this Journal, we find an article taken 
from tbe London Chemist and Druggist, giving us an analysis of this 
remedy, now extensively used both in En^^land and iu America. It 
purports to have been discovered by a Dr. J. Collis Browne, (M. K. C. 
S. L., Ex-Army Medical Staff,) in 1848, during the prevalence of 
Cholera and diarrhoea in India. It was introduced by its discoverer to 
the Faculty in London, as a combination of per-chloric acid with a new 
tlkaloid. What the alkaloid was, of course, he did not reveal, either 
to the profession or to the public, but in large capitals its unparalled 
Tirtues, as imparted to the mixture, have been extensively advertised in 
the newspapers. That a surgeon, having such honorable titles, should 
have invented and sold a secret remedy is certainly not very creditable 
to him. — Had we not have noticed his placard, paraded month after 
month for years, in that most respectable medical journal, the London 
Medical TVm^sand Gazeiie, without any contradiction as to his decora- 
tions, we certainly should have doubted whether they were legitimately 
his. But we leave the propriety of his conduct to his Fellows in the 
London College. 

We cannot forbear expressing surprise that with us so many of prac- 
titioners of prominence should have frequently prescribed a remedy, of 
the ingredients of which they were perfectly ignorant. One would 
have supposed that the fact'of its having ascribed to it (by its vender) 
such wonderful medicinal properties, would have been sufficient to give 
them a distrust of it. For it has been vaunted as "Anodyne, Diapho- 
retic, Sedative, Astringent, Anti-spasmodic and Diuretic.'* Its virtues 
are described as unblushingly as our Dr* Dulaney (herb doctor) puffs 
his specifics, but without his amusing, incongruous humor. 

We are gravely told that it can be used as a**preventive and curative'* 
of disease in general, including almost every possible ailment, func- 
tional and organic, from coughs to uterine affections, not omitting 
Agues, Heart and Head affections. Hysteria, Delirium Tremens, Cancer, 
Consumption, Epilepsy, Neuralgia, &c. Indeed, it is so nicely com- 
pounded and with such astonishing powers of adaptation, that all the 
popular diseases of the day come within its range and control. That 
the public should have been deceived and gulled by such pretensions, 
we are not surprised, fur they appear to take to quackeries with as 
much avidity, as sulphuric acid does to water. They must reap the 
consequences, and we would have ignored the fact that medical men too 
bad been tricked into employing it, were it not that Dr, Ogdcn had 
disclosed how exceedingly dangerous a compound it is. 
In every vial, containing eight drachms, he found 

Chloroform, f 3 vj. 

Tr.' Capsicum, f 3 ss; 

Oil Peppermint^ gtts iii. 

Hviate of ]\l£rPkiia, %-#w: -^^ ^ ^^' • • *%:^ * * .grains, viii 

4 Hydrocyanic Ack^ (Steele's)" ^. . gtts. zii. 

Tr. Indian Hemp, ••..•.. .i ^\, 

Treacle, i ';^ V 

Ai a glance it will be seen how, incautiously ufted, BOTn^ otl^ o^ ^ 
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four energetic poisons it contains, migbt produce Eerious results. We 
have heard of a case in wliicli a physician, of course not knowing what 
it contained, had ordered a teaspoonful every half hour until pain 
subsided ; thus giving nearly one grain of sulphate of morphia every 
thirty minutes, to say nothing of the other ingredients ! May we not 
hope, now the wonderful new alkaloid proves to be Morphia, that 
Chlorodyne will fall into disuse ? We acknowledge our feai^ that some 
will say that, knowing its composition, they can use it in proper 
doses with safety. If medical practitioners will continue such com* 
pounds, in consonance with the poly-pharmacy of the past, how can we 
ever arrive at a correct knowledge of the effects and value of remedies? 

We ask them to examine more closely the formula, and they will 
recognise in it substances, which are therapeutically incompatible, just 
as much so, as if ther(S were acids and bases, for their action is antag- 
onistic. The amount of morp)i|^, it is true, is so large that, ordinarily, 
it would predominate over every other medicinal influence ; yet it is 
well known that Morphia and Indian Hemp are powerful cerebral 
stimulants, whereas Chloroform and Prussic acid are energetic cerebral 
sedatives. They are all more or less anodyne and narcotk^ but in 
entirely opposite ways. The first two by gradual over stimulation, and 
the last two (being more readily absorbed) by excessive, * immediate 
sedation. Opium arrests respiration and produces death by the non- 
conversion of venous blood into arterial (asphyxia), whereas, Bernn4 
has shown that Prussic acid, like the Oxide of Carbon, proves fatal by 
preventing the arterial blood from becoming venous in the capillaries. 

We may be thankful the distinguished surgeon did not include in hii 
compound Strychnia, and then add the Corrowal poison to neutralize 
its deadly physiological action. In regard to its therapeutic application, 
Dr. Brown speaks of its great efficacy in ^*Hcad a£fections," including 
acuto meningitis and active oongestion, but morphia is generally con- 
sidered contra-indicated under such circumstances; whereas, in De- 
lirium Tremens, where there is already great prostration of the nervous 
oentres, death could be easily produced by Hydrocyanic Acid. We 
need not speak of the great danger and evil effects of Opium and its 
alkaloids in certain of the '^Heart diseases.'' 

The diaphoretic properties of Chlorodyne and its anti-spasmodic 
virtues may be ascribed to the morphia, and the perchloric acid may be 
considered as astringent, but we are at a loss to conceive from what 
ingredient it gets its diuretic reputation, not certainly from the s^l* 
phate of Morphia, which is known to decrease both the quantity of uride 
and the amount of its solids and extractive matter. 

We forbear saying more of this nostrum, now we have drawn atten- 
tion to the fact that, as it was not safe to use when it was a secret 
remedy, so it is not proper now that we find it contains powerful 
narcotics, not combined on scientific principles to produce definite 
effects, but of such a nature, as to be autagouis'ic in their action and 
therefore incompatible.— -Jflywr. and Trans, of the Maryland Col. ofPhar 

Chloroform and Ergot have been combined for in halation in eases 
of labor in which there is inertia or hemorrhage. The London Medu 
cal Times says that the subject is to be presented at the next meeting of 
tAo London ObBtetrical Society. — Reporter^ 
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Fees for Post Kortem Examinations.— Opinions of a Judge. 

The Board of Freehol^ra ia Newark, N. J., are still adhering to 
their stubborn resolution* f denying to physicians a proper fee for ser- 
L-viees rendered to coroners in making post mortem examinations. The 
^'inttter will, however, soon be brought to an issue. 

The subject, we learn, was brought before the court of the Proseoa* 
tor of the Pleas in behalf of one of the coroners. 

It was stated that^a person found dead the night before was lying in 
tlie station house, and that the coroner had requested two physicians to 
make a post mortem examination, who had declined because of some 
action of the freeholders respecting fees. The court was desired to 
declare the law governing the subject, the question having lately fre- 
quently been raised in like cases. 

His Honor Judge Haines said: — This matter is perfectly plain from 
the provision of tne statute. There can be no doubt that the coroner 
may and in some cases is bound to summon a physician (or physicians 
as may be required) to make a post mortem examination. There may 
be much or little labor in such an examination. That will depend on 
the subject and circumstances. We presume that the regulation pub« 
iished by the Board of Chosen Freeholders is intended only as a warn* 
ing to the ^Stftmu^ not to incur unnecessary expense in these matters. 
There are cases in which great labor and skill will be required to make 
4ta examination. One physician or more, if necessary, may in such 
-/WMS be called in, and he or they will, by law, be entitled to receive 
from the county proper componHation for their skill and labor expend- 
ed ID the matter. The freeholders in such cases will, undoubtedly, 
without hesitation, pay the bills. — Med, and Sur. Journal. 



Kedical Eeports from the Massachasetts General Hospital. 

PREPARKD BY ROBEBT WARE, M. D. 

Typhoid Fever. (Under the care of Dr. Minot.)— T. Q., 19 years, 
single, a carpenter, of Irish birth, but resident of Boston, entered Aug. 
26th, 1860. Patient answers questions readily, and appears rational. 
He states that his sickness began about three weeks since, with head- 
ache, pain in the back and limbs, vertigo, nausea, epistaxis, diarrhoea, 
to the amount of thirteen ejections in one day within the past fort- 
night, and disturbed sleep. His health is usually good. He has had 
some delirium, but appears quiet now ; skin hot and dry; tongue with 
yellowish coat in the centre, and with red edges; pulse 94; abdomen 
tympanitic, gurgling at iliac fossae. B. Mist, febril., 3!. every three 
hours. August 27th. — Patient had a very delirious night, getting out 
of bed and trying to get out of the window; answers a little incohe- 
rently; some headache; epistaxis this morning; tongue moist, with 
thin, yellow coat ; pulse 100, weak and reduplicated ; tenderness at iliao 

Bsae ; no snbsultus tcndinum ; one ejection, going to water-closet 
himself Wine whey, Oss.; beef-tea, ad libitum. 

Aug. 28th ^12 th day of disease [?]. — The period of the disease can 
not bo ascertained with precision, but its course and the occurrence of 
ro^e spots on this day would indicate that he entered at about the end 
of the second week.) He has been much more qmet, TiTidL cX^'^Hi^^*^ 
sajs BO ejection, but is known to have gone once lo V\iQ ii«A.^t*^^^V^ 
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palae 92, s<^ ; tongne moiat, with thin eoat ; no sordes ; answers qnes- 
tMDS rea^ilj, but app€ar8 ntker more stnpi^ two or three rose spots ^ 
as the abdomeB ; takes food well. 13th day— Mind pretty clear ; re- V 
ports teTeral ejeetiona in the nighty hat continued to go to the water* T 
eloset ; pnlse 96 ; a few more rose spots. 14th day — Quite a eomfortft- «- 
bk Bi^ht, and is quiet this morning, though rather more uneasy talk- 
ing ; tongue nearly clean^ moist; pulse 96 ; much yiscid Bucns in the 
mouth . Brandy, half an ounee every two houra. 15t& day — ^Was 
rery delirious yesterday afternoon and erening, gettuig out of bed, Ac.; 
appears stupid, but answers well; went frequently to the water-close^ 
biit Tesult not known; pulse 108, soft and undulating. Took twelve 
ounces of brandy yesterday, and a pint of cracker and milk this morn- 
ing. To have milk. 16th day — Had a "good supper" last night, and 
was quiet through the night; tongue tremulous; as^ct better; some 
sordes. 17th day — Says much better; pulse 84; appetite very good; 
six dejections. Omit fever mixture. R Mist. Cretan, 5ss. ; tr. opii, 
gtt. vi. 18th day — no recurrence of diarrhoea; epistaxis last ereDing ; 
a few more rose spots. To have broth. 

From this date he rapidly improved. He sat up on the 20th day; 
was allowed potato on the 23d, and steak on the 24th day. He was 
discharged on the 30th day, Sept. I5th. — Bi/tton Med, and Sur. Jomr, 



The Treatment of Acne. 

Sir, — Would some of your numerous readers kindly enlighten me on 
the treatment of that common but obstinate skin disease, acne^ as I 
have tried many remedies both local and constitutional, but with no 
marked success. 

I remain Sir, yours truly, 

September, 1860. ' L. S. A. 

Sir, — I venture to give my opinion to your correspondent "L. S. A.," 
who asks advice upon the subject of acne. 1 believe it is generally 
more troublesome and painful when the stomach contains too much 
acid ; for I have found ten-grain doses of bicarbonate of potash three 
times a day in a tumbhr of cold water give great relief to the sufferer, 
applying at the same time cream locally. I find it also desirable to at- 
tend to the liver and bowels, and for this purpose I give three grains 
of blue pill and seven grains of compound rhubarb pill at bed-time, once 
or twice a week. 

For further information on the subject of acne, I would advise "L. 
8. A/' to read Mr. Hardy's '^Treatment of Acne," published in the 
French Journal of Me Heine for August, 1860, Att. 5873, edited by H. 
Chaillou, M. D. I am, Sir, yours truly, 

George Selwyn Morris, M. E. C. S. 

Tottenham, 1860. 



* Sir, — In reply to **L. R. A.," who states that he has tried various 
remedies, both local and constitutionnl, in the treatment of acne punc- 
tata with no ninrkcd success, I would beg to suggest his trying the ad- 
ministration of the following prcncription, which I remember my late 
eUaioa) teacher, Dr. Gull, usea with much benefit to his out-patients at 
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Guy's Hospital : — Sulphate of iron, one grain ; sulphate of magnesia^ 
one drachm ] dilute sulphuric acid, fifteen minims ; pimenta water, one 
ounce; three times a day. The local treatment consisting in squeezing 
out the secretion daily, and washing the skin well with Castile soap 
and warm water, and followed hy friction with a dry towel. If there 
be any pustules, they may bo lightly touched with nitric oxyde of mer- 
cury ointment every night. Hoping these few remarks may prove 
useful to yoiur correspondent, 

I remain Sir, yours truly, 

John Candy, M. E. C. S. 
Birmingham, 1860. 



Ths Case of Sib Benjamin Brodib.— 'The medical profession, both 
in England and abroad, have recently evinced the liveliest interest in 
the distressing case of this distinguished gentleman, who at the age of 
84, has undergone the operation of iridectomy for impaired vision in 
both eyes. About last December his sight began to fail, and on the 
12th of July of this year, Mr. Bowman removed a portion of each iris 
for supposed glaucoma. There seems to have been an error in the di- 
agnosis, Mr. Hodgson and Mr. White Cooper regarding the disease as 
senile cataract, and did not recommend the operation of iridectomy. 

The left eye is very little improved, if at all, and in the right, vision 
completely lost; bilt as there is now a cataract very evident in the lat- 
ter, sight may be restored by extraction of the lens, provided the eye 
is not glaucomatous. The high position of the unfortunate and much 
respected sufferer renders the case especially interesting in relation to 
the operation of iridectomy, one of equivocal value, which is now being 
80 extensively tried. — iV". A, Med. Chir, Review, 



A Substitute for the Catheter. 

Sir, — Some two years ago I had under my care a man who had re- 
ceived a fracture of the spine. Inability to micturate was one of the 
symptoms, and I expected that I should in this case, as I had witnessed 
in some others, have to use the catheter very frequently. It occurred 
to me, however, that by pressing over the region of the bladder, tho 
urine might be discharged, and so it proved ; for when any fluid col- 
lected in the bladder the patient was always relieved by gentle, equable 
pressure. Ho never required the use of the catheter, and, though he 
survived his accident about three months, no urine ever escaped except 
under pressure. Your obedient servant, 

J. Wearne, M. K. C. S. 

Helston, Corn well, Nov. 1860. Lancet. 



PoisoNiNa FROM Oreen Paper Hangings. — An Fnglish jury has 
rendered a verdict of death from ^'the inhalation of arsenical tumea 
which had escaped from the green paper of a certain sitting-room, and 
that the manufacturer of such paper had been guilty of very careless 
and culpable conduct." 

Dr. Letheby reported that the paper on the room wag covered with 
the arsenite of copper, the pigment amounting to about a lh\id's^^\^V. 
of the paper. He fonod arsenic ill the stomach, liver ^kXid e^^^M^V}^^^* 
of ihe ebild. — Hep or I er. 
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Dry SaxnmerB and Health ; Van Sibroa's Antidote ; Eftlaiged Spleen 

and tfaleiial Caehexia. 

Warsaw, Alabama, October Ist, 1860. 

In the transactions of tbe American Medical Association, of seyeral 
years since it was laid down as a rule, that '*drj sumtiaera are sickly 
ones/' The present summer has proved an exception to this general 
rule for a scope of 50 miles around us. It has been unusually dry, and 
unusually healthy. I have notiped that since the dry 0tason set in, 
that among women there has been an unusual tendency to abortion at 
the period of quickening, and manifest irregular action at any stage of 
pregnancy, sufficiently so to become verj noticeable to a physician. 

I put '^Bibron's Antidote'' to the test, some time back, in a case of 
rattlesnake bite, with complete success, the first dose giving almost 
complete relief to the distressing pains, and quieting th« delirium. 

The fall so far, has been very dry, and, as a consequence, what few 
oases of fever we have, are assuming the congestive form, choleraio. 
variety. 

I send you a prescription of Dr. Gadbury, of Miss., which, I do not 
think, has ever attained publicity, exceedingly useful in oases of enlarged 
spleen and malarial cachexia. 

]^ Liquor ferri. sulphatis, f.3 m. 
Quinse sulph. 3^* 

Ac^QK cinnam. 13 fiij> 
Mix and add Potassn citrai. 3 ij. 

Sig. Take a tablespoon ful three times daily.^ 
Apply Iodine ointment over the splenic region, and a flannel bandage 
around the abdomen. 

To make the liquor ferri sulphatis : 

flr Ferri. snlpK gss. 

Acid nitrici, f. 3 iij. 

Aqaa. f. 3 iss. 

Bub the iron and acid together for 15 minutes, then add the water* 
[^Medical and Surgical Reporter, Edwabd H. Sholl. 



The American Medical Associatioxi. 

What will be the effect of our present political disruptions upon this 
body, and how will the South be represented in Chicago? Will this 
Association again represent the profession of the States which formed 
it, or will the good of the profession be advanced by a division of this 
body? 

We do not propose to consider the question as to what ought to have 
been done, or might have h^^xi done, or may eventually be done. But 
there is one self-evident truth apparent to us, which is, that many years, 
will elapse before representatives from the whole profession will again 
assemble under the same roof even for the discussion of scientific ques- 
tions. And during this time it is to be feared that the Association will 
become dismembered beyond redemption. 

But aside from the political movements of the day, which neverthe- 
less will have their influence upon all our relations, do not the interests 
of tbe profession require, and will not its dignity and influence be en- 
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haneed, Ij sncli an arrangement as will insnre t fuller attendance of 
physicians generally. 

We think so, at least, for there must arise questions of more especial 
importance to one region of country than another ; and these will be 
more profitably discussed in the sections most interested. 

Nor is this all : but there may be portions which for self-preserva- 
tion, will find it necessary to guard themselves against an influx of 
graduated imbeciles from other parts, where, for a f^w dollars, or less, 
they have obtained a right which the present Association recognizes as 
equal to any other, for all schools from five dollars upwards, are upon 
the same level, according to its ideas of equality ; and incn who hava 
not graduated 'at all, have a right to a seat, and voice, and vote, and 
influence, equal to that of the graduate. Now, it may occur that in ex- 
ceptional cases, the rigid rule of admitting none but graduates to fel- 
lowship would exclude some worthy men, and admit many utterly 
unworthy; still such a rule would be infinitely better than the prcsenti 
for a graduate has at least a presumption in his favor which a barber 
has not. 

Perhaps, also, such a change would be useful in giving us officers 
who are representative men, not contracted or selfish, the choice of a 
clique or faction, or village, or town, or city— not men necessarily living 
in the place at which the meeting is held, but representative, positive, 
known and tried men. 

We sincerely wish that no division may arise necessitating these ar- 
rangements, but that they, with others, may be made in the Association 
as it now exists; but this wish does not generate a hope in such a 
result. 

The meeting at Chicago, we fear, will be but thinly attended. There 
will doubtless be an excitingly amusing time with the Solons of the 
Garden City, in reference to the next President. We suppose that even 
BOW there is log-rolling and wire-pulling, and feasting, in anticipation 
of who are to constitute the nominating committee, and who is to be its 
chairman : for that fact ascertained, who will be President, becomes a 
foregone conclusion. There are two schools there, and judging from 
the tone of their respective organs, we would suspect that each had a 
candidate in the field, for they are playing at cut and thrust in any 
other than a christian spirit. We would recommend them to be calm, 
and beat their swords into ploughshares. There is excitement enough 
already over Illinois Presidents. — Louiwilh Monthly Medical News. 



Treatment of KTenorrliagia. 

Sir,* — In answer to your correspondent, " Obstetricus," I beg to say 
that I have found a combination of solution of ergot, tincture of scs- 
quichloride of iron, of each fifteen minims ; water one ounce, every 
third hour, very useful; also ten or fifteen-grain doses of alum in so-* 
lution every five or six hours ; likewise four grains of the sulphate of 
bebeerine, three or four times a day in a pill. But hygiene, where 
there is no organic lesion, has much to do with the cure of these cases. 

Yours obediently, 

October, 1860. Yut«\q. 
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Tbaxjhbotomy in Croup. — M. Henrietta, of the St. Pierre Hospital, 
Brussels, in a note to Professor Thierry, states that having well nigh 
abandoned this operation, after repeated failures^ bis confidence in it of 
late has been restored by several instances of success, be having had 
four recoveries out of eight operations, performed since the end of last 
year. He believes the chief of its failure is the delay in resorting to 
the performance of the operation. As soon as medical means have 
failed, and the early symptons of asphyxia are present, ^ben, indeed, 
we can otherwise only look to chance for success, we should at once 
operate before the child's powers become too much exhausted. — Fresse 
Med. Edge — Boston Journal, 



A Quack Advertisement. — The New York TVifiMnc states that it is 
to receive over $31,000, for one year's insertion of a quack advertise- 
ment in its daily, semi weekly, and weekly issues. It states that this 
will prove a profitable investment to the advertiser, in which case this 
enormous sum of money, will, of course, be drawn from the readers of 
that paper, and be paid back to the quack for his worthless prepara- 
tion. The universal panacea no^ put forward is called the ^'CephaJtc 
Pills,*^ We hope the profession will, as far as possible, prevent this 
"Enterprising Business Man," as he is styled, from realizing the con- 
templated profits from hb investment. — New York Medical Times, 



EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 



Kon-paying Bead^s. 
Surely there is something wrong; disease must have destroyed some of 
your senses f or we should not be compelled to suffer from neglect. In 
some cases we find the sense of justice gone ! — A total disregard of every 
thing like honor and honesty is exhibited in others ; and in some there 
is such an amount of negligence^ that we are compelled to entertain 
queer notions in regard to them. Now, let us illustrate. If the 
sense of justice should be in a healthy condition, no one would allow 
a medical^ or any other journal or paper, to be sent to his address for 
six or twelve months, and then refuse to take it out of the office, or to 
pay for it: justice would demand an immediate return of the journal) 
with such respectful remarks as would enable the editor to discontinue 
mailing to his address, and at the same time, retain a favorable 
<ypinion of bis sense ofjmtice. In the next place, honor and honesty^ it 
seems to us, are wonderfully morbid in those individuals who would 
continue to receive, read and appropriate, tbe contents of any journal 
to their own use, without intending to pay for it at any time. Yery 
often such persons will be found making quite an ado about the honor 
and dignity of the profession, and at the same time doing all they can 
lo destroy the watchman upon the tower, whose indefatigable toil and 
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vigilance, are keeping them supplied with all the intelligence necessary 
to enablo them to hold at bay the mortal .enemy of mankind. — Who 
that can apply this to himself, will olaim to be honorable, and honest f 

Negligence is another fearful enemy to the well-being and prosperity 
of journals ; in this case the party is **all right," intends to do every 
thing necessary to promote the happiness of those around him ; but 
^Uo-morrow will do,^ is his consoling argument; and so it would; but 
when the shades of darkness have passed away, and the light of a new 
day has stolen in upon us, still that awful thief of time to-morrow, is be- 
fore him, and robs him of a consciousness of the gross injustice done 
himself and others. Often when too late to retrieve his character — too 
late to do justice — too late to aid in a good work — he wakes up to a 
B^nse of his negligence. That no one will be enabled to charge us with 
magnifying the evils that journalists are compelled to contend against^ 
we give the following from the Louisville Monthly Medical News. 

'' Our readers will please take notice that our next issue will close 
the last volumeof our journal, unless they come to the rescue by paying 
their does. We have labored for two years, kicking against the pricka 
the while, and bleeding pretty freely for our temerity. 

In this time we have learned some serious and expensive lessons, 
which will be useful to us hereafter. We have learned that promises 
should be drawn out in note form, with a penalty attached. We have 
learned that it would be easier, then, to recover the penalty, than to 
force the performance of the promise. If all who have been readers of 
our journal would pay one-half of the subscription price, we would not 
be compelled to lose one cent. 

Now, however, wo must say plainly to delinquents, that their accounts 
will be placed in the hands of others for collection, unless they are paid 
immediately. 

This will bo an exceedingly unpleasant course to take, but duty de- 
mands that we shall take it. Let no one be offended, and imagine that 
he has been singled out as ah example, for all will be treated alike, and 
the costs of collection must fall on the parties themselves." 

Will the profession withhold from such a journal its support? Must 
it die for want of means to sustain life ? Surely this is too bad t 

Now we may be in the same condition by the expiration of anothex 
year, unless our friends come to the work as they should ; we mean 
those who are nble to do so, and hope no further delay may be heard of. 

Several of our medical brethren have stated their determination to 
sustain the News; but we are not willing to take from one, to give to 
another, unless from peculiar circumstances a brother is really unable 
to spare the small sum charged for the News, without injury to self 
or family; in that case, let the fact be stated, and the news will be seat 
till he is able to pay — and if never able, it will be a free-will offering 
to scieiico. — Provided, always, he don't drink whiskey^ cVv^u Wo^<(^^^^ 
or tmolkz five-eent oigarB. 
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A Hew D^et. 

Several of our co temporaries come to us pregnant with this new idea, 
«nd are looking forward to the happy day When the American Medical 
Asfsoei'ation will usher into existence, the offspring of, perhaps — the 
"Green ejed Monster !" 

It is claimed to be necessary to distinguish the scientific physician 
from the quack. We ask, can thia be done by adding a string of ini- 
tials to the end of a signature — for instance, M. A. M. A.? How long 
would it take the quacks to form an association, and call it by the same 
name — and then and (here, by consent of all quackdom, attach to the 
name the very same initials? To enable an association of men to con- 
fer the degree of M. D., requires an act of the Legislature; to enable 
them to confer the privilege of using the four significant letters, it would 
only be necessary for one or two, from two or three different states, 
to assemble together, and pass resolutions to that effect. 

But what would the honor be worth to a acientific physician when he 
had received it ? Surely very little, unless it was conferred by a corporate 
body, the members of which were all M. D's, which is not the case in the A. 
M. A.; nor will it ever be, unless that association make the degree a pre- 
requisite to membership; this we know will be objected to, on the ground 
that it will exclude many worthy members of the profession. On the 
other hand, it may be urged that there is no necessity for this, as a t/7orM^ 
and honorable member of the profession can very readily obtain a degree, 
and it must be admitted that no respectable physician should be without it. 
It is very true that men obtain a degree, occasionally, who are not en- 
titled to it, and thus bring it into disrepute; this, however, is not the 
fault of the degree itself, but of those who confer it; and here, me- 
thinks, is legitimate ground for action. If the National Association 
will go to work and gradually increase its requirements, it may be able 
to accomplish much ; but, if its demands are unreasonable, then it fails 
to accomplish its object,- — its laws are a nullity. 

We knew a gentleman Who is entitled to use any or all of the follow- 
ing initials : M. D.; M. A. M. A. ; M. O. S. M. S.; M. C. M. S.; M. A. 
M.; M. M. S. S. C. C. M. S ; CM. L. S. A. W.; M. B. T. C. C. M. S.; 
F. S. C. C. M. S.; P. F.; &c. &c. Now what does all this amount to ; 
positively nothing compared with the simple M. D; and so it will be 
with any change or addition that can be made by the Association. We 
would suggest, that members of the profession determined to distin- 
guish themselves by their superior knowledge of the arts and sciences, — 
they do so as physicians, and their devotion to the profession. Let men 
by these qualifications distinguish themselves,^ and they require no 
other title than thai time-honored and truly significant one that is rep- 
resented by M. D. 
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The almost fanatical tirade of abase that emanates from diseased 
minds occasionally, against the profession and colleges, is well calcQ- 
lated to produce an unfriendly feeling— engender strife, and thus retard 
the progress of improvement and scientific cultare, by placing a low es- 
timate upon the facilities afforded for such investigations as may b« 
necessary. Let a fraternal feeling pervade the entire brotherhood — let 
advancement, gradual but sure, be the motto — and ere long the atar of 
scientific medicine, by its brilliancy, will destroy the influence of the 
dark $pots that hang around it, and the M. D. will be revered for its 
own signification. 



A Stir About Female Fbysicians. 

We take the following from the Atlanta Medical and Surgical Jowr^ 
nal; its able editor has little faith in the Female Doctor being sustained 
if one can judge rightly; and there can be no question of their unfit- 
ness for such a position. We would not curtail the legitimate rights 
of our fair companions through life ; but at the same time, their inter* 
esfs and social relations should be taken into consideration, and their 
special fitness for the profession, weighed in all its bearings. This we 
cannot do at present, but reserve it for a more convenient season; and 
simply suggest that if Ladies must become practitioners of Medicine, 
that they be sent to the Mormons, so that they may be ^^sealed ;" as we 
think it rather out of place for babies to be crying at home while the 

mother is out attending to a case of colic, or its results. It 

would be exceedingly interesting to see Madam riding about town or 
country — whip in hand — instruflaentsin pocket —ready to cut and slash, 
and ''dear Jonny" at home, baby in arms, singing **lulaby baby," — and 
superintending the culinary department of the household — how inter- 
esting I How dare the Pennsylvania and Philadelphia societies act as 
they have done? They should be yanked, and the ladies know how 
to doit, 

'*The Pennsylvania State Medical Society, and Philadelphia County 
Society have pasted resolutions refusing their members consultation 
with Female Physicians. The Montgomery County Medical Society of 
the same State objects to the course taken relative to Medical Sisters, 
by those Societies. Dr. B. Dowler, of the New Orleans Medical and 
Sargieal Journal, in an article of some length, advocates the female 
fide of the question dividing the profession in Pennsylvania, He says: 
'*A8 there is no sex in science, so there is no ethical code by which 
competent female physicians must be excluded from the pale of the pro- 
fession solely on account of their gender." We think this matter 
eomes more properly before society in general. If public opinion tol- 
erates the practice of medicine in a female, and decides that all the du- 
ties of a physician will comport with the )[»ropeT gtafie^ modi^^V.^ % 
gentle heMriog offemale», it i» all that is neoeBaar;; lo g[a^ \]^^m % 
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in tlie profession. As a member of sooial society we say that when 
females seek the position of physicians, thay leave the sphere of great- 
ness nature designed them to move in, and in which society desires 
them to remain. As a medical man we look to the capability, honesty 
and uprightness of those who ask admission into the profession. We 
*%9ij left women doctors alone and they will soon learn the error of their 
way, if an error it be, and return to their domestic and literary great- 
liess/l 



jS 



CuTTiNa: — The editor of the Louisville 3fo7Uh7y Medical Netos^ seems 
clotermined to ^*do things up brown", and speak without fear or favor; — 
snch men are an honor to the profession, and useful in every department 
of life ; but very often their honesty is turned against them by a croak* 
ing set of **old grannies," or those pseudo religionipts who hang on to 
the $kirts of the sanctuary, to aid them in carrying out their duplicity. 
Hear him. 

"An Eastern critic has had the effrontery and duplicity to question 
the dignity of an article in our last number, and intimate that he ob- 
jected to reflections upon religion, &c. Now, we would say to him, that 
our article was written against canting quackery, just such as he has 
himself been guilty of, in misrepresenting us with hypocritical words 
and mock solemnity. 

We would see our right hand paralyzed — we wouW hold a jubilee 
over the last ebbing of our heart's blood, rather than write one word 
ftgainst religion or religious men. But we will write against Pharisees 
and hypocrites, and canting quacks, whether they be in pulpits, or pro- 
fessional robes, or ordinary practice, or editorial chairs. They are a 
disgrace to the medical profession, and a reproach to the church, and 
their name is legion.* 



^♦♦•f 



Ohio State Medical Society. 

The printed proceedings of the Q. S. M. S., has come to hand: the vol 
time is one of the best in its mechanical execution, we have seen. The 
same objection exists to this, that has been urged against others before 
us; the meagcrness of the proceedings proper. And we do most posi- 
tively demur agaiilst this want of attention on the {(art of secretaties, 
4M]||^oi|lgs of the society. It may be urged that time will not per- 
imiiiroriB— or that they are unable to report a synopsis of speeches ; 
this may be the fact, but still it is no excuse, as a Reporter could be em- 
ployed, who would prepare for the minutes all that was important. 
We hope that, hereafter, this will be attended to. 
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Synoptical History of the Intellectual Powers of Man— ^What he hti 
Accomplished by fhem, and his Superiority over the Animal' 
Kingdom* 

An Introductory Lecture to a Course of Lectures oa Physiology, Delivered by 
R. R. Mcllvaine, M. D,» 

REPORTED BY J. A. THACKER, M. D. 

This Introductory Lecture of Dr. Mcllvaine, was delivered in the 
hall of the Dental College on the 9th of January. The hall on that 
occasion was crowded, not only with medical students, but with mem- 
bers of the profession, and with a contribution of scientific men from 
all the other professions. The lecturer used no notes — the numerous 
data and quotations being from memory. The Dr. introduced his 
lecture by a quotation from Compte, that no conception can be known 
otherwise than through its history, and then proceeded to state that 
this source, we reproduce the past, and learn therefrom the different 
epochs in which certain sciences had their origin. 

Thus it would appear at an early period in the history of our rad0, 
natural history began to be cultivated, though imperfectly. We must 
date its foundation with Adam ; and, though the sacred historian does 
not inform us by whom Adam was instructed in his zoological kiowl* 
edge, yet it is apparent that in this branch his knowledge n^as not in- 
considerable; for we learn that Grod broDght the animals that he had 
formed out of the ground, that he might name them, and, by whatever 
Adam designated them, became absolute. And mark, his knowledge 
of this science was limited to two departments, mammalogy and ornith- 
ology ; as it is said, <*he gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of thd 
air, and to every beast of the field.'' But of that department of zoolog^ 

* The.Dr. acknowledges bis indebtedness in this Lecture to the ioWoN^'wv^v^SiQAX^ v-^ 
Lawrence, Hamboldt^ Steller, Le Cat, Franklin, Pope, Drydeix, aii^Bfjtovi, 
6 
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tbat treats of icbtbyology, he was, as far as we are informed entirely 
ignorant. His knowledge of classification, too, seems to have been 
limited to his own species. Hence, when Eve was brought to him, 
struck with her similarity of exterior, viz., smoothness of skin and 
;«ifectneie of attitude^ and possessing, as we must presume, those femi- 
' nine attractions peculiar to one in the morning of life, emerging from 
. adolescence into womanhood, it is evident, from the sequel, that her 
presence impressed him differently from what other animals had done ; 
fbr we hear him exclaiming in the overflowing of his admiration ; **This 
fir bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh." Here rests his knowledge. 
What progress was made in this department of science from his day, 
to those of Aristotle, 384 years before the christian era, we are not as 
well informed as we would like to be — history being comparatively 
fdlent as to that department during this iiiterim. With this great man, 
a new genesis is marked in the history of our race ; — he it was, who ex- 
Amined all the departments of natural science with such comparative 
minuteness, that his successors have found but little to do but to repro- 
duce him. Even Cuviar differs but little from this great classifier and 
expounder, not only of species but genera. 

Thus, then, we are brought step^by stepin the history of progress 
from the natural sciences to those of the intellectual, in which tho 
learned sought dilligently for a formula by which to designate human- 
ity. Hence, after protracted discussian and careful analysis, philoso- 
phers, with one accord, decided that tl^e enjoyment of reason, was the 
chief and important prerogative which distinguishes the human species. 
If, however, we enquire more particularly into the meaning of this 
word, and analyze it, we are struck with the different senses various indi- 
Tiduals attach to the same expression. By some, reason is a funda- 
mental power of the mind, the peculiar and exclusive property of man ; 
others consider it the development of a power in a mere enlarged and 
general sense, though in a less degree, in a large number of animals ; 
some consider it a combination of all the higher faculties of th6 mind ; 
while some, with equal zeal, consider it only a particular direction of 
them. We shall not stop here to enquire into all the theories which 
have been proposed on this head, not only by the learned, but the un- 
learneu, — the savan as well as the itinerant charlatan — the hypothe- 
tical guesser who believes that authority is truth, and rests in a past 
^nse of obsolete tradition, nor those whose habits it is to trace all 
effects to their legitimate sense, who, by observation and experiment, 
interrogate nature herself, watching at her door, and inquiring in her 
temple and waiting her oracular response for a confirmation of their 
faith. I shall not here endeavor to reconcile all these apparent oppos- 
ing opinions, nor determine which preponderates, but sum up in the 



1861. IntOectual d/ Pinters Man. 71 

language of one that wrote in Oalen's mother Hongne, *^N6n nostrum 
inter hon tantas compcnere Utes,*^ 

This snbject may be more bfiefiy, safely, and instmctively discnsiwd 
by examining it a posteriori. To acquire a more clear and satisfactory 
knowledge of the mental nature of men and animals, it will be neces- 
sary for us to haye as complete a knowledge of the internal movements 
of the latter as we have of our own. But as it is impossible for us to 
know what is passing within them, or how to estimate their sensations 
and emotions, their hopes and fears, their anticipations and disappoint- ^ 
ments, in relation to those of men, we can only judge from the efieett 
which result from the natural operations of both. 

In examining by comparison, then, the progress of men and animals, 
their intellect and instinct, faculties of the mind, speech, &c., we shall 
begin by studying the effects, and, while we shall acknowledge all the 
particular resemblance, we shall examine and note only the more prom- 
inent and general distinctions. In the first place^ the most stupid and 
uncultivated man is capable of controlling and managing the moat 
alert and sagacious animal.- Thus ''every kind of beast, and bird, and 
serpent, and things in the sea, is and has been tamed by mankind" — 
for this we have history for near 2000 years. Ho governs it and makes 
it subservient to his purposes ; and this he accomplishes, not so muoh 
by his muscular strength, erect attitude, or address, as by the supe-^ 
riority of his intellectual nature. By his power of projecting and acting 
in a systematic manner, he compels the animal to obey him. 

Animals, the most strong and sagacious, have not the power of com- 
manding the inferior tribes, either appropriating their labor, or reducing 
them to servitude. True it is, the strong devour the weak ; but this 
implies an urgent necessity, an appetite the most voracious, qualities 
which differ from those that produce actions all tending to contribute 
to a common design. If they do possess this power as some allege, why 
do not some assume the reins of government, and, if their contempo- 
raries are not sufficiently intelligent for a democracy, let them assume 
the imperial form — constrain the subjugated to watch for them, to pro- 
vide them with food, to tturse the sick, and to have charge to provide 
for the aged and unfortunate ? But animals give no evidence of subor- 
dination, nor the most remote trace of a feeling of superiority in their 
nature over that of other species. Their habits, therefore, their depen- 
dent and subordinate state, leads us to infer that their natures are not 
only far inferior to, but of a very different sort from that of man, 
^'ejected on the surface of the globe, weak, naked, ignorant, and de- 
fenceless, his state evidently indicating that he was formed for imme- 
diate Tuin— circumstances the most adverse surrounding him on every 
aide, a knowledge of the means for defence to him \)e\iig\i\dLdi^\i. 
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He, however, hariog receired from his Great ox that gift of inyentiYa 
geniae, whereby he was enabled to discoyer them, his energies wera 
aroused by the promptings of his natural wants of food, raiment and a 
dwelling place. These necessities, howeyer, were mitigated by the 
diyine wisdom locating him in a hospitable clime ; for mark, his lot 
was not cast to the extreme North of the tropic of cancer, with its 
acute colds, and abrupt changes, where circumstances the most disas- 
trous must have followed. Nor was he assigned to the South of the 
tropic of Capricorn ; neither to the west coast of Africa ; nor to the east 
of Australia, where similar misfortunes awaited him; nor in the Torrid 
Zone, with its burning sun and arid sands, but on the romantic slopes 
of Northern Mesopotamia with its green lawns and heayen represent- 
ing landscapes, in a garden filled with choice and delicious fruit for his 
sustenance— man not yet haying degraded himself by devouring dead 
animals like a savage. From their immediate abode went forth a splen- 
did river, which became a quartette, from the western branch of which, 
the Euphrates, they doubtless drew their daily supply. This attractive 
spot hbtory and tradition teach us, was Eden — encircled in an atmos- 
phere of romance, reminding one of those regions of centi:al Italy, 
where the ivy and the lichen ^rt entwined with the rose, and the eglan- 
tine and corn-fields, and olive groves, are overshadowed by the cypress 
and the vine. 

This power of discovery so important in the early ages of our race, 
has been honored by divine worship, as the ^'Thoth of the Egyptians, 
and the Hermes of the Greeks.'' The early herdsmen guarding their 
fiocks by night in the Orient, finding no blaze trees as directing land 
marks, necessity pointed to the stars. They studied carefully the reg- 
ularity of their movements, and .made use of them as torchlights to 
guide their journeyings in the plaics of the desert — hence the origin of 
mathematical and physical science. Having thus demonstrated that- it 
could control nature by her own appointed means, intellect reposed no 
more — it doffed its infantile swaddling cloths, and assumed the costume 
of warfare ; flushed with recent victory, it went forth conquering and 
to conquer. It watched her without relaxation, and constantly gained 
new conquests over her — each one distinguished by some amelioration^ 
elevation, or improvement in the condition of our race. 

From this time, a number of representative minds, faithful depositors 
of what had thus far been obtained, and anxious to perpetuate the same, 
by comparison and constant additions, added thereto; so that in less 
than fifty ages, we have been conducted from the rude essays of first 
observers to the profound calculation and analysis of Copernicus, 
Tycho — Brahe, Galileo, Kepler, Newton, Baelly, and the mechanic 
celeste of La Place. [Here the Lecturer diverged for a moment to pas$ 
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a brief enlogy on tlie hero philodoplier, the great astronomer of France 
adding : — Brahe, may his name be immortal, and the antamnal rosea on 
his grave be etemallj in bloom.] 

Not only so, but we have those choice classifications of Jnssien, and 
Lin naens^- this precious inheritance constantly increasing-first brought 
from Chaldea into Egypt, from Egypt into Greece — lost during the 
period of darkness and vandalism, but recovered in more fortunate 
times. Unequally distributed in the nations of Europe, as well as on 
this continent, its Study has every where been followed by wealth and 
power. 

The nations that have reaped it, have become the controllers of ex- 
change and commerce, and their men of learning, the chosen high 
priests to minister at the altar of science for the instruction of the race ; 
while those who have neglected it have deteriorated into obscurity and 
decay. 

Man has made tools to assist him in his labor, not only agricultural, 
but mechanical ; hence Franklin defines him a tool making animal. 
He has constructed arms and weapons, both offensive and defensive, 
and has contrived various means to develope fire. Jjastly, and the 
most important under this head, and the most useful, and may be con- 
sidered the culminating point of all, is that of speech, '*by which men 
declare their thoughts one to another for conversation and mental im- 
provement, without which, there could be among men neither common- 
wealth nor society, more than there is among lions, tigers, bears, and 
wolves. This is a most important and distinguishing characteristic of 
man, seeing that it was not born with him like the voices of the lower 
animals, but is framed, developed, and brought into use by himself, as 
the arbitrary variety of different languages incontestibly prove.'' Man 
exhibits by signs what passes within him ; he communicates his senti- 
ments by words, and this sign is universal. The savage and civilized 
man have the same powers of utterance; both speak naturally, and are 
equally understood. 

It is not true, as some haVe imagined, that the inability of animals to 
speak is owing to a d«ifect in their organization — the tongue of the 
monkey is as perfect as the tongue of the man. Campar,says that the 
laryngeal pouch of the ourang outang is ,the obstructing cause why it 
cannot speak. Other philosophers, however, have not subscribed to 
this doctrine. Be that as it may, there are other monkeys that have 
not this impediment, and yet cannot speak. That several animals have 
been taught to pronounce words, and repeat sentences, shows that the 
want of speech is not owing to any deficiency in their organization ; but 
to make them conceive ideas, which these words express, is beyond the 
power of art. 
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Langoage implies a train of tldnking, and for this reason, animab 
are incapable of speech* Tkongli their external senses are not inferier 
to our own, their hearing, seeing, tasting, feeling, smelling, being men 
exalted in some than in onrseWes, and, notwithstanding, some of them 
possess locality and comparison, and eyen to some, some German ph3- 
osophers have accorded the power of nnmbers to a certain extent^ jft 
they are incapable of associating ideas, in which alone the essence ef 
thought consints. 

The possession of speech, then, corresponds to the more nnmerons, 
diversified, and exalted intellectual, moral and sooial qualities of man, 
and is absolutely necessary for his development. 

The ruder nature and simple faculties of animals, do not require 
this auxiliary. The natural language of inarticulate sounds, gestures, 
and actions, fully suffice for the requirements of their position. But ia 
man, his alphabetical writing, that wonderful discovery by himself, and 
the invention of printing, another of his acts, are the consummation of 
all that was to be enjoyed of that great prerogative of speech. 

With the simple operations of animals, who always perform the same 
work in the same manner — the performance of any individual being 
neither better nor worse, than that of any other — ^in whom the indi- 
vidual will be at the end of a few months, what it will remain through 
life, and the species after ten thousand years, what it was the first year, 
contrast with the progressive industry which distinguishes man in his 
restless, agonising after perfection, not only in the individual but 
species. **By the intelligence of man, animals have been subdued ; 
they have been tamed and reduced to slavery; by his labor, rivers have 
been bounded, their cataracts effaced, marshes have been drained, for- 
ests have been cleared, the earth cultivated, in a word, the wilderness 
and solitary places have been made glad by him; by hb reflection, time has 
been computed, space measured, the celestial orbs recognised and repre- 
sented, heaven and earth compared. He has not only executed, but ex- 
ecuted with exactness and perfection, that apparantly impossible and 
impracticable task assigned him by the poet. 

'*Go wondroas creature, soar where science gnides. 
Weigh air, measure earth, and calculate the tides." 

By art, which b an emanation of science, mountains have been over- 
come. Even the proud Alps, which find themselves at times in the 
embrace and communion of the clouds, have had their summits scaled 
and converted into a theatre, on which have been enacted tragedies 
unparalleled in the history of our race. By the aid of science, seas have 
been traversed, the pilot pursuing his course on the ocean with as much 
safety as though it had been traced before him by the chain of the 
engineer, and finding his point on the globe at every moment by means 
of astronomical tables. Thus, nations were united, and islandsi 
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and a new world, discovered. Bat ere ibis coald be effected, an almost 
anper-human effort of the intellect was necessary, which was crowned by 
a splendid triumph over nature. 

It is well known to readers of history, that, in whatever else the an- 
cients excelled, they stood at a marked distance from the moderns in 
navigation and commerce. This is attributable to two causes, the im- 
perfection of their apparatus, and their lack of nautical science —their 

status being well defined by the poet : 

<*llude as their ships was navigation then, 
1^0 usefulcompass, or meridian known." 

This essential attribute to any considerable success on the do- 
minions of Neptune, the compass, was discovered, corrected, and 
brought into use, by Flavus Gioio, a citizen of Italy. This secret re- 
served by nature to herself from all preceding ages, he, by his science, 
constrained her to divulge in 1305. The importance of this discovery 
can be best judged by its results. In 1345, the Genevese discovered the 
Canary Islands. This being the first fruits, excited a laudable emula-' 
tion in others. In 1484, Bartholomew Diaz, under the auspices of 
John of Portugal, went forth and returned, bringing unmistakable evi- 
dence that he had discovered the Cape of Good Rope, which was the 
ultima thule of navigation at this date. In 1492, we all know what 
took place. Columbus fortified by strong faith in God, and armed with 

this new power, 

"That trembling vassal of the pole, 
The feeling compass navi|;ation nold/' 

went forth on his immortal voyage, and this continent is the fruit of his 

labor; opening up such a field for the unlimited and unrestricted genius 

df our race, that by this panoramic view, the senses are embarassed, 

the intellect dazzled, calculation and judgment almost suspended, with 

visions of the interminable future. 

Thus in 369 years, the Caucassian man has overran a race that num- 
bered millions. They have melted before him like snow before a ver- 
tical fiun, and his progress is onward. His destiny is apparently Cape 
Horn, from whence we hope to suspend the stars and stripes, as a 
beacon light to the nations of the earth that go down to the sea in 
ships ; thence extending north on the west coast to the arctic circle , 
so that ''upon all our glory the sea shall be our defence." 

But to return. What has positive science accomplished on this con- 
tinent, and what has been the progress of the Caucassian here? Adopt* 
lag the arithmetic of heaven as most applicable to nations, one day 
being with God as a thousand years, he wants yet 131 years of making 
one of God's half days. Let us see then what he has accomplished in 
that space of time. We think it can be demonstrated^ that^ oti i\i\sk 
aontinent, the irinmphB ofintelleot have been unpaia\\e\<^^ \.ul\y& \ail 
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tf ttie race. Fifteen hundred and twenty years before the christian 
era, God himself proposed a scientific challenge to Job. — The latitude 
and longitude of this distinguished personage, I am unable to inform 
you. We learn that his residence was in the land of Uz.— The challenge 
as follows ; ''Canst thou send lightning that it may go and say unto 
thee, *here we are.' " After due consideration, this representatire of 
patience, admitting his inability, exclaims, ''I am yile, what eao I 
answer." Nor was it answered on the continent of Asia, nor Africa, 
nor Europe, notwithstanding it was familiar throughout the world to 
all that were recipients of Jewish scripture, not only on continents, but 
on the islands of the sea, for 3272 years. 

Thus after the elder continents and islands, tacitly admitting their 
ignorance, in this new world, in 1752, he, who had been the tallow 
chandler boy, then the printer boy, afterwards the diplomat, statesman, 
and man of science of all time, sent up his kite, arrested the lightning 
in its course, domesticated it, and sent it as an errand boy from house 
to house to do your bidding — thus complying with the original clikl- 
lenge to the letter, ''Canst thou send lightning, that it may go and say 
unto thee, 'here we are.' *' 

When we consider this splendid triumph of human genius tinder 
circumstance the most adverse — it is like the marine coral emerging 
into the defiant rock, or Atlantic islands bearing precious fruit, 
surrounded by the tossing waves of the roaring ocean. In all 
of which we have been discussing, man stands alone. His intel- 
lect, and what he has accomplished by it, places him at a wide inter- 
Tal from all animals, at an interval which no animal hitherto known in 
history can approximate. Even the manlike monkey, the almost rea- 
sonable elephant, the docile dog, the sagacious beaver, the industrious 
bee, none of them can be compared to him ; as there is with them, 
neither progress in the individual or species. The monkey showes no 
progress over those of periods the most remote; the elephaat 
is still the subjugated creature of his less powerful, but more 
intellectual neighbor, man; the dog pursues the sheep now, as 
he did when Moses was a herdsman in Midian ; the beaver has 
not found out any way to ameliorate his manner of life; the 
fox destroys vines now as it did in the garden of Eogedi, or, in the 
vineyards of Baalhamon ; the bee constructs its comb as it did when 
.Solomon was a student of botany 1014 years anterior to the christian 
era — the only branch in natural science, in which the Jewish nation 
was distinguished in history. 

Nor are animals not only inferior in intellect, but they are also infe- 
-rior in feeling and in moral sentiments, with the exception of those 
that ma^ come under the head of instinct. The attachment of the 
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mother to the o£&pring, so long as its feebleness requires her aid and 
defence, seems as strong and marked in the animal as in the hnman 
being. Its duration, however, is limited even in domestic animals to 
the period of helplessness, and is not succeeded as in man, by those 
endearing relations, and continued affection, which constitutes the 
pleasures of human life. 

Of the courage of the animal kingom, many examples are given, and 
philosophers have dilated much on the attachment of the dog to the 
master ; but we have no evidence except in cases of sexual unions of any 
feeling between animals themselves. Indeed, on the contrary, they 
appear insensible to any joy or suffering ; they are unmoved by any 
pangs, or worst usage of their fellows. Nor are they capable of co-oper- 
ation, as far as we know, if we except some tribes of the insect class, 
and that is only for the purpose of the continuation of the species and 
securing a supply of food, and some joint labors of the higher class of 
the male and female. They appear incapable of co-operation, so as to 
pioduce a common result. 

Laughing and weeping are signs probably peculiar to man. They 
may be considered indicative of certain affections, and it is doubtful if 
they are capable of those states of mind indicated by those external 
signs. It is well known that many animals besides man, secrete tears, 
but whether they weep from grief is doubtful ; though Steller, high 
authority, represents that they do, and gives us as illustration, the 
phoca or sina ; Pallas, the camel; and Humboldt, a small American 
monkey. Whether they laugh, or express their mirthfulness by laugh- 
ing, is still more doubtful — though Le Cat affirms of the chimpansi, that 
he has seen it both laugh and weep. The ourang outaog brought from 
Batavia by Mr. Abel, never laughed, but his keeper informed Mr. 
Lawrence that he had seen him weep a few times. 

In considering the differences between men and animals in propen- 
sities, feelings, and intellectual faculties, they may be all traced to the 
same original source as the cause of the differences in other functionsi 
Tiz : difference in organisation, since the superiority of man in rational 
endowments is not greater than is his more complicated, exquisite, and 
perfectly developed brain, and particularly his ample cerebral hemis- 
phere, to which the rest of the animal kingdom offers no parallel, nor 
any nearer approximation. The senses of man and other animals will 
not explain their mental phenomena, nor is his superiority deducible 
from this part of his organization, as we have already shown. Some 
Daodern enquirers have turned our attention from the old beaten path, 
and have particularised certain portions of the brain of men and ani- 
mals, as the residence of the propensities and intellectual powers. 
Ofeat experience on our part, ii required to lender % leid^cX vei ^i^ 
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affirmative. They have contributed much to the ehioidatioD of iotel- 
lectual science by their patient investigation and careful reflecdon. 
They have performed the useful service of rescuing us from the teach- 
ings of metaphysicians, by referring us to nature herself, whose teach- 
ings, like those of God himself, cannot mislead. They may be oom- 
pared to the old man in the fable, who, when he was dying, informed 
his sons that a treasure was hidden in the vineyard. After the cere- 
monies of his interment, they began, with one accord, to dig over the 
ground in search of it. They found, however, no treasure ; but the 
loosening of the ground, and the destruction of the weeds, the admis- 
sion of light and air to the soil, was so beneficial to the vines, that the 
quantity and excellency of the subsequent crop was unprecedented. 

Gentlemen, in conclusion, attracted as you are here, to this great 
metropolis of medical science, from all parts of the country, your time 
is of vast importance, and all that stands between you, and the way of 
your progress, you are called upon to vanquish. One of those things 
inimical to study is tobacco. That very considerable moral courage is 
required, we all admit, for us to say to our vices, as Abraham said to Ms 
young men, *^Tarry ye here, while I and the lad go yonder and 
worship." 

This power to resist and subjugate, you carry with yourselves, gen- 
tlemen ; the strongest power in the universe, with one exception, being 
the will of man. We have before us glorious motives, and denying 
ourselves only of those things that are unfriendly to our progress, and 
the assurances that we shall reap if we faint not. 

Gentlemen, until I have the pleasure of meeting you again, Adieu. 



For the Medical and Surgical News. 

^'Teratrum Tiride an Antispasmodic." 

Ireland, Ind., Feb. 12, 1861. 
Prof. A. H. Baker — Dear Sir: In the January No. of the Medical 
and Surgical News I noticed an article under the above caption, 
which I read with great interest, as a subject worthy of investigatipn, 
and as being from the pen of a friend, a gentleman of extensive read- 
ing, and good investigating powers; (0. Pomeroy, M. D.) X like 
the style of the article well, and am glad it appeared. That is, 
I believe it did all that the Doctor said it did in the cases whieb 
he quoted, and think it applicable generally in cases of convulsions 
accompanied with great arterial excitement and encephalic engorge- 
ment. I hope my worthy friend will not think ill of me for not 
ascribing to it antispasmodic properties, which may not bo readily 
accounted for upon its known sedative influence over the action of thi 
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V"' 

heart and arteries, bj relieving coogestion of the brain, important 
ganglia, or oerres. I think the Doctor would be equally as cautious 
a» myself, and not renture upon it where an arterial sedative was not 
required, or might be contra-indicated; though he may be right in his 
conclusion, that, *' it acts upon the motor system of nerves^ quieting 
spasms, and at the same time reducing the force and frequency of the 
heart's action." 

I think your correspondent was hardly explicit enough in the 
first case quoted, in not stating the condition of the pulse at the 
time of ordering the veratrum ; but he states that he concluded to 
try it^" on account of ths difficulty with the heari^ (The italics are 
mine.) Hence I infer that the circulation was accelerated; and 
from its salutary effect I am almost certain of it. In the second 
case he clearly states that he " found the pulse very much excited 
and very tense, head very hot." Do not these cases give weight to 
my position, that its antispasmodic properties may all depend upon 
its known power as an arterial sedative? And should we not be cautious 
about resorting to it, in consideration of its supposed antispasmodic 
properties, when an arterial sedative is not indicated? I administered 
Norwood's tinct. verat., last spring, to a child having convulsions 
during the hot stage of intermittent, with pulse very tense and frequent, 
head hot, and extremities cool, in connection with cold to the head, 
warm pediluvia, cal. and ipecac., etc. And I think it was of decided 
advantage, by relieving the force of the circulation ; thereby relieving 
the congestion of the brain and nervous centres. £ut I did not give 
it for any supposed antispasmodic properties. 

Convulsions may take place under very diffierent conditions of 
the circulatory, and also of the nervous system. Some cases may, 
and even do, require the free use of timulants. I have a case in 
point, which I give from recollection, no notes having been taken 
at the time. Last May I was called to attend B. C, a boy twelve 
years old, who had fallen down in convulsions caused by the sudden 
suppression of the eruption of rubeola. They followed each other 
in rapid succession. I saw him in about an hour after the first, 
and could find no pulse at the wrist, cold extremities, pallid face, etc. 
I resorted to Hoff. anodyne in large and frequent doses, the hot bath, 
sinapisms to the wrists, ankles, and epigastrium ; and soon had the 
satisfaction of finding a full pulse — a return of the rash — the convul- 
sions becoming shorter and less frequent, till they finally subsided, and 
he was soon out of danger. Now, I think, veratrum in that case, before 
reaction was fully established, would have proved fatal. In some cases 
blood-letting is highly recommended in convulsions to relieve conges- 
tion; but we never hear venesection spoken of as an antispa*&mod.\fi. TV*^ 
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game tnay be said of cold to the head, hot pedilayia, Binapisms, and 
yarions other general and local remedies. Is my theory correct? If 
not, I shall be happy to acknowledge my error when convinced of it. 

Yours, respectfully. - H. W. Glezkn. 



Imperforate Anns. 

We give the following brief letter from our friend, Dr. Haggett ; the 
case is an interesting and important one, the result of which we shall 
note, as we can promise further information in regard to it : 

Prof. Baker. — When you called on me last fall, I promised to 
report to you the result of a case of Imperforate Anus then spoken of. 

The child is a male, now not far from thirteen months old — rather 
feeble, and about the ordinary weight of a child at four montlis. 

What renders the case extraordinary is, — the intestine terminates in 
a small canal, connected high up with the urethra, through whioh the 
feces have been discharged from the beginning. 

I will write the progress of the case and report further at a futare 
time. Yours, &c. 

Eaton, Ohio, Feb. 16, 1861. J. Pxarl Haggett^ M. D. 



Academy of Medicine. 

Proceedings Monday Evening, Febjeiuary 11th, 1861. 

The subject of vaccination was brought up this evening by Dr. E. H. 
Johnson inquiring the opinions of the gentlemen of the Academy as 
regarded the identity of vaccinia, varioloid, and variola, or, their being 
but modified forms of the same disease. So far as his observation and 
experience extended, he was inclined to consider them as differing only 
in the intensity of their action, and that their varipus phenomena were 
' dtie to this. 

It was well known, he said, that in many casea^f vaccinia, there 
were constitutional disturbances similar to those found in varioloid and 
small-pox, as chillineas followed by fever, pain in the back, &c., and he 
had known instances, wherein an eruption followed. Some time since, 
he had sent a physician in the country^ some vaccine virus he knew 
to be genuine, and all who were vaccinated with it, had all the symp- 
toms of varioloid. Again, he had noticed that vaccination acted with 
more severity upon the system during an epidemic of small-pox than 
at other times. 

Dr. Stevens said that he regarded varioloid and variola the same 
disease, for one would produce the other; but as there were no in- 
itances on record, wherein vaccinia resulted from the infection of 
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either, or tliej fVom that of it, be did not think it could be classed in 
the same category with them. 

Prof. Baker also dissented from the opinion, that vaocinia was a 
disease of the same nature as varioloid and variola. He said it was 
being demonstrated at Toulouse, that vaocinia had its origin in that 
disease of horses termed grease, and he had never heard of it being con* 
sidered as identical with small-pox. [The Prof., here, gave an account 
of the experiments that have been instituted at Toulouse in regard to 
the origin of vaccinia ; but as the same was copied from tho Edinburgh 
Journal into ^e February number of this journal, we will not re- 
peat it.] 

He said he would here state, that he had always advocated the per- 
manency of the protection from small-pox derived by a successful vacci- 
nation, believing that the generally received opinion, that vaccination 
would, in course of time run out, erroneous. 

He had lately been confirmed in this opinion by some experiments, 
that he had had an opportunity of making on a somewhat largo scale: 
One hundred persons were exposed to the contagion of variola. Sixty 
of them bore tho characteristic marks of a successful vaccination, per- 
formed at various periods of their lives — in some, dating as far back as 
infancy; thirty-five had marks more or less perfect; five had never 
been vaccinated. Of the latter all took small-pox ; of the thirty-five 
all took varioloid —^ome, however, had it very light, having scarcely 
aoy eruption at all ; of the sixty all escaped completely. 

The characteristic marks of a successful vaccination were pitting and 
sub-pitting, or, in other words, an indented cicatrix. When such a 
result was the consequence of a vaccination in a person, he would take 
the responsibility to forever guarantee an exemption from small-pox* 

I>r. Comcgys thought that physicians should use caution in making 
positive assertions as to the permanency of the protection of vaccination. 
The community, becoming impressed with such a notion by its advo- 
cacy by thDse whose judgment Ln the matter was considered final, would 
become negligent in protecting themselves against a loathsome disease, 
and the result would be of a serious character. From his own experi* 
ence he was led to believe, that vaccinia was not a permanent protection 
against small-pox; he believed time destroyed its influence. Prof 
Baker*8 experiments were no doubt correct and reliable, so far as they 
went, but they were not sufficiently extensive to render certain so im- 
portant a matter. The statistics of the Prussian army, which exhibit 
the result of experiments in vaccination at different times upon many 
thousand persons, are opposed to the theory of its permanency. 

Piof. Tate said that the statistics of the Prussian army alluded to by 
Dr. Comegys, merely showed on an extensive scale^ t\ial o\)A» oi ^ ^^\ 
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tain nnmber of persona vaccinated, a proportion of them were bub- 
ceptible of re-Taccination ; and of the latter, there were still those who 
might take vaccination again. He did not think they militated against 
Prof. Baker's theory. 

Dr Gans stated that he had those statistics in his possession, and 
with the permission of the Academy, he would present them at the 
next meeting. He thought he could present such facts by the sta- 
tistics that he had collected in regard to Taccination, as to render clear 
the incorrectness of Prof. Baker's views. 

Beport op Cases. — Dr. Comegys reported a esse of diptheria, iti 
which the larynx became involved. Respiration becoming so em- 
barrassed as to threaten suspension, he had Dr. Clendenin to perform 
tracheotomy. After the operation, a catheter was placed in the open- 
in*' in the trachea, and much relief followed. During the night, how- 
ever, the catheter becoming closed by the secretions, and the attendants 
not knowing how to clear it, the child di6d before Dr. Clendenin could 

arrive. 

Dr. Stevens reported a singular case of vaccination. Within a few 
days after the vaccination, which did not take, the child took the small- 
pox. A year afterwards, at the point where the puncture had been 
made, the arm became sore, and all the stages of a genuine vaccination 
were passed through. 

Dr. Gans reported a similar case. Prof. Baker also mentioned a 
case that he had met with in one of the journals. ^ 



Discussion in fhe Academy of Medicine, — Continued Konday Evenin|^ 

February ISlJi. 

The subject of vaccination, as laid over from the previous meeting, 
was brought up this evening. Dr. Gans stated that since th^ last meet- 
ing of the Academy, his professional engagements had been such as 
to prevent him preparing a paper on the subject, but in lieu thereof, he 
would present some statistics which he had collected in looking over 
its history. In examining those authors, ancient and modern, who had 
written upon it, he was con'fident that Prof. Baker, with all his enthu- 
siasm, stood almost isolated in his theory in regard to the matter ; for 
although he based his opinions upon some experiments made by him- 
self, yet he must regard them as fallacious. 

Jenner himself, in 1814, sometime after his discovery, was constrained 
to admit, that although vaccination was capable of protecting individu- 
als against the contagion of variola, yet there were instances in which 
a susceptibility to revaccination was manifested, not only once, but 
several times. Previous to this, Slater in 1800, vaccinated four chil- 
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dren witb virus received directly from Jenner, two of wbom were at- 
tacked the next year with small-poz. 

Epidemic variola in vaccinated persons occurred in Scotland in 1813, 
in Farfar 1816, in New-Lanort, Perth, Edinburg and France 1816, in 
Montpelier 1817, in Milan 1827, in Digne 1828, in Marseilles and 
Denmark 1823 and 24; in this country, in Philadelphia and New York, 
1826. Similar epidemics have occurred in many other places. 

Thomas Brown, in a work on vaccination, published in 1842, goes so 
far as to say, that vaccination, although able to protect some individu- 
als from small-pox, is unworthy the perfect confidence of the public^ 
and even advises a return to inoculation. Prof. Keiter, snperintendent 
of vaccination in Munich, so great an admirer of Jenner and his dis- 
covery, that he published a work on vaccination in honor of the 50th 
anniversary of the same, admits with all his enthusiasm, that some 
vaccinated persons become attacked by small- pox, at any time after a 
successful vaccination. 

The great Dr. Heim of Berlin, (now dead) also a great admirer of 
vaccination, says in his acknowledged meritorious work, a historical 
and critical exposition of variola epidemics, with an account of the 
total vaccinated and re-vaccinated in the kingdom of Wurtemberg from 
1831 to 1836, that, *4he structure of vaccination does not anymore 
rest upon secure pillars." The two truth loving critics of this work 
express themselves in a similar manner. The one in the Salzburgh 
Medico- Chicurgical Journal (Feb. 10th 1840) says: **That we have 
no sufficient protection against the small-pox by vaccination, is, I am 
very sorry to say, an experience which we have arrived at since about 
15 years. No deception prevails here; for varioloid (and also variola) 
have been observed in carefully, and optimo cum successu vaccinated 
persons in all European countries, which are in possession of a well 
rpgulated medical police arrangement, and that not only in individuals, 
but often extending to epidemics." The other critic, Dr. Lf ichtenstadt, 
in 1838, expressed himself in language equally full and strong, declar- 
ing, "that it is to be looked upon as a real misfortune, that that beau- 
tiful prospect of eradicating the small-pox from diseases, has been des- 
troyed, not only because that it threatens again the human rece, but 
also because the belief in the security of medical experience has become 
lessened.'* 

When after the introduction of vaccination, small-pox still made its 
appearance, it was attributed to the deficient manner of vaccinating, 
and to a new form of variola not antagonistic to the vaccine. But the 
veil of deception had to fall, and it became clear, that it did not offer 
that general protection Tvhich the world had expected. 

Besides the before mentioned ca£fe/9 of Slater, and Jeuxi^t V\m^^\^^ 
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I Mason GuodsKir had it cose of amaU-pox wliich Jenocr bad T3Rclnated 

( before. The Coantess ef Dunlcigb, aQd>be son of Admiral Berkeley, 

f bolh vaceinatod by Jetioer, took it tn 1822. 'Willan published 41 

I cases after vllooi nation, Thomits Bruwn 48, Black In the ;ear 1816, 62 

^ , OQt of u 100. — Facta only decid)^, and experience has sbown neither an 

abaolutc, nor a permanent protection of vaucinution a^iiinst tmall-pox. 
If Even after an attack of variola, vaccination may take as was observed 

L by Jcnner. Of one hnadred persona marked by small-pos, there took 

f in aeccirdaiMf0 to Theim, 32 perfect, 26 modided, 42 none: to Thiebe, 

IS) perfect, 6 modiSed, 72 coae. 

When ia 1833, the small-pox raged epidemically In London, Uie 
BdmiGBtous into the hospitals devoted to it, in that year, were more 
than double the average nnnuaily prior to the discovery of vacciaation. 
^ Tvro-fiftlis of the admissions consisted uf persons vrho biid been vac- 

cinated; more than 20 of them died. In the great epidcmioa of 
k Prussia of 1858, of the ?.0,843 patients, 2.5.995 had been v.iccinated, 

L 4,753, not Of the first, 1730 died, and of the latter, 1055. 

m Various governmentB of Germany having found hy the observationa 

r of the principal physicians that rcvaccinatjon was a tolerably sure, hut 

' Btijl only comparative protection, and induced by the repeated epi- 

' dajntcs of variola and variuloid among the military, ordered a revacci- 

nation of the armies to take place. The result vfaa as follows ; 

1840, in the Prnsaian Army, 4^27'.' " ^o'sas"" '' S.'sSO.' lS,75a 
1343-45. in Bavarian Army, 39,966. 16,518. 7,057. 16,421. 

1831-3C, in Wurtemberg, 

eivil and military, 43,951- 20,260 8,756, 14,935. 

tn 1854, in the Prnsaian Army C6,341. Of these 50,956 had plain and 
j-ood marks of forsner vaccination. 9,860 not clear, and 5,526 none. 
Of the whole number were 42,137. 8,269. 15,935. 

These la-t were revaceinated with good results in 3,896, and without 
any in 11,935. 

Out of all the&e and former timea rovaeeinated, four were attacked 
by varicella, twelve by varioloid, and none by email pos. Since that 
year, the wbolu of the recmita of ihc army, about 4§,OO0 per annum, are 
rovaocinated, and revaccinatiou, being always resorted to when epi- 
demics exist, the prevalence uf small-poK within the ranks, baa been 
almost entirely prevented. 

Id reference to the origin of Taecinia, nothing, definite is i:nown. 
Dr. Fohrer, chief of the principal vaccine institute of Vienna, vacci- 
nated several children with viruB trom the grease of hors-es, but no 
other result was produced, other than slight infiammation of the punc- 
tures, with a little knot like apponrBuce in some, which ufterward.s en- 
tirely disappeared. Although it cannot be denied that the cow-po2 
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and grease are related, yet, that, the only origin of vaccinia is Trom the 
latter, caonot be admitted, t» tbe former may be produced without any 
connection with horses. 

The inTestignliona oT Knols and Grnler of YienoB, are oproscd to 
the theory that cow-pox can be produced in eowa by variola virus. 
Courat ascertained that revaceination seldom succeeds during an acute 
disease antil its acme ; becomea easier during convalescence, but is then 
often modified. In cbrooic diseases the success is comparatively 
greater. The diathesis rather increases the amount of Success ; that 
most favorable to it is the cancerous. 

The following are the results of Oourat's observations: 

1st. Bevaccination never does any harm ; is often of great service, 
and is particularly ncceiiEary in hospital practice. 

2nd. The success of it is much greater, the longer the period from 
the first vaccination (of coorae up to a certain age.J 

3rd. Certain features of the disease, if not the disease itself, influ- 
ence its results. 

4th. The results become strikingly modified by the influence of 
variola epidemics, which clearly highten them. 

In reference to the identity of variola and vaccinia, BelK says; "Tha 
vaccine tiius is analogous to the variola virus, but its identity ia, at 
Ibis time, undecided." 

How a word about the proper time when lymph may be taken from 
the arm, eo as to obtain it in the most efficient state for propagating 
the disease. The lymph of a fifth day vesicle never fails. It is, how- 
ever, extremely powerful up to the 8th day, at which time it is also 
most abundant. After the formation of the areola, the true apecifie 
matter becomes mixed with variable portions of seruw, the result «of 
common inflammation, and this diluted lymph is always less efficacious 
than the concentrated virus. After the tenth day it becomea mucilagi- 
nous, in which state it is not at all to be depended upon. Out of a , 
dozen vacciantions made with such viscid matter, not more than o^^ 
will prove effective. ^W 

We will here mention, that Dr Gans stated ihat, in Germany, vacci- 
nations were made from arm to arm, and not fiom the dried scab after 
it bad been removed, as in this country. 

Prof. Baker replied but briefly to Dr. Cans ; and brief as hia remarks 
were, we can give hut a short synopsis of them. He did not think, he 
said, ihat the atatiaiica produced by the gentleman, militated at all 
against bia opinions advanced at tl^previous meeting. They merely 
showed that some individuals wer^fcaaeptihle to the same disease two 
or more times. He had known p«B|ps to have smaU-pox more than 
once, and then, finally die of it. 
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Besides, it was veil known that in experiments of sacli kind, there 
were many sonrces of error. Every physician knew that even in the 
narrow limits of a private practice, much care was necessary to avoid 
fallacies in observations ; how almost impossible, then, in experiments 
of such magnitude as were made upon the soldiers in the Prussian army. 

Beport of Cases. Dr. Mendenhall reported a case of varioloid, 
which, at its onset, promised to be a severe case of confluent small -pox. 
The pustules ran into one another, as in that disease. 

Some discussion upon ovariotomy followed a report of a case of 
ovarian tumor by a gentleman present. The opinions expressed, gen- 
trally seemed unfavorable to the succe&s of that operation. 



Faerperal Insanity. 

The following we take from one of the February numbers of the 
Philadelphia Medical and Surgical Beportcr. It is a synopsis of the 
remarks of Dr. Darrach in the Philadelphia Medical Society; and as 
the subject is treated of in a concise but very methodical manner, and 
contains much information concerning Puerperal Insanity, and other 
forms of mania of the same type, we copy it at length, having no doub 
it will be interesting to our readers. * 

Dr. Darrach expressed his admiration of the term "puerperal insan- 
ity," because it is significant of the etiology and pathology of the disease 
under discussion, and also suggestive of its therapeutics. 

The other terms, in the nosology of insanity, are less scientific. Mania 
and melancholia relate chiefly to the two opposite stages of excitement 
and depression; dementia, in its unrestricted use, means the sequela of 
insanity, the condition of senile atrophy, or the concomitant of con- 
genital cerebral defector of arrested cerebral development; monomania 
designates only specialities; and the recent and unconventional phrase 
« moral insanity," is only the materialist's notion of human depravity, 
which makes the world, in all ages, an insane hospital. These terms, 
he was satisfied, from observations in the insane asylums of this country 
and of Europe, and from his service in medical institutions, were 
hygienic, and more suited for the arrangement of patients than for 
pathology and therapeutics. 

Not so the phrase " puerperal insanity." Here is signified not only 
the cause and eflects, but their diflcrent localities — the latter in the 
brain, and the former in the uterus, and is suggestive of two indications 
in the treatment: the one, cerebral palliatives, to control the symptoms; 
the other, radical agencies, to restore the uterus to its normal conditions. 

Before the pathology of morbus coxarius, vesical calculus, and mem- 
branous hepatitis were discovered, appliances were exclusively and 
vainly made upon the seat of the symptoms — the knee, glans penis, 
und shoulder. 

Then may it not be that, in the treatment of puerperal insanity, there 
18 unwisely the exclusive direction of medical appliances to the brain, 
and, owing to disregard of the causal word " puerperal/' the omission 
oftoaica to the reproductive organism. 
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To confirm this, he called to mind the three purposes of the animal 
organization, viz: by a nutritive organim to sustain life, by a senso-mo^ 
tor organism to hold the relations of life, and by a reproductive organism 
to perpetuate the species. 

This last, the reproductive organism, is the compound of the other — 
the nutritive and senso-motor; thereby it not only accumulates arterial 
and venous blood, animal heat, and concentrates the force of both 
eerebro -spinal and gangliar systems, but also obtains a power of wonder- 
ful increment and of surprisingly sudden decrement. The genital 
system, the coeliac plexus, and the medulla oblongata are the nodes of 
vital force, and of them the first noticed is the most powerful. Its 
budding, at the onset of the third climacteric of life, affects our entire 
humanity, not only for our present but future state of existence. Our 
emotions, passions, faculties, and functions are thereby perfected, and, 
after seven years' training, are fit for full operation. 

If, then, this compound organism exercised, in its normal state, an 
empireship for good, what, when diseased, must be the extent of its 
influence for evil? Of this, a mere page is afforded by the primary, 
secondary, and tertiary stages of syphilis, with its horrid and multiform 
sequelae and catenations ; another page is afforded by consanguineous 
marriage; a third is that from erotism. To this, as throwing; light on 
the therapeutics of puerperal insanity, he would direct attention. 

The form of erotism most allied is that of erotic mania. A case in 
illustration, which he cited, was that of a colored prisoner of the Eastern 
State Penitentiary, in the year 1837. The watchman reported him 
walking his cell all night, out of his mind. When visited medically, 
he was found standing in a fixed position, regardless of things and 
persons, and gazing up at the arch of the cell, and his eye-balls in quick 
and constant motion; his muscles were tremulous, the pulse was relaxed 
and refluent, and his food and bed at night were neglected. The cold, 
damp hands, which Dr. D. discovered subsequently to be pathognomo- 
nic, was a symptom which, in this first case, was unnoticed. 

The case, though peculiar, was, nevertheless, diagnosed to be some- 
how mania a potu. A second and third case, and subsequently several 
cases, occurred; and there had been, previous to his service in the in- 
stitution, similar cases which, indeed, had been prejudicially reported 
as cases of direct mental insanity, induced by the separate system of 
imprisonment. 

Neither this nor intoxication was the cause, for, with few exceptions, 
tho cases were among the debased negro prisoners without intellect, 
and who had been without rum for several months. The cause was 
masturbation ; every- other scESuality being debarred they indulged in 
this the more. The damp cold hands which Dr. D. had noticed in cases 
of erotism and leucorrhoea he, in time, discovered to be a constant 
symptom in not only these prison cases of insanity, but also in erotic 
cases of his private practice. In these the coldness and dampness was 
always associated with a purplish red color and torpid capillary circula- 
tion of the back of the hands. This may be regarded as a pathog^ 
nomonic symptom, and need not be confounded with the blue cold 
hand of heart disease nor that of chronic dyspepsia. It is associated 
with depressed emotions, indecision, mental debility, and halluciuatvotA^ 
and, in tome cases, terminating in tabes. This sad condllioii co\xi^% o^ 
with the impoteaoy which rsBulta from the inordinate em\a«\OiiB^ isk^ 
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nay properly be regarded as the second or cerebral stage of erotism, in 
which all the phenomena of the disease are in the cerebro-senso motory 
organism, whilst, nevertheless, the actual lesion is in the reproductive 
organism, and in the male may most likely be found to be a congestion 
of the vesicals seminales, resulting from indirect debility, and tending 
to atrophy and sterility. 

From among the many such instances on his office case book he cited 
that of a talented youth recently admitted, with much promise, to the 
bar. '^ Oh, doctor !'' he exclaimed, in a feeble and tremulous tone, 
'* I'm unfit for business ! I'm going crazy I Everything agitates me, 
and the future is dark and foreboding 1" Here, associated with muscu- 
lar tremors, relaxed, refluent pulse, anorexia, wakefulness, restless eye- 
balls, Br. D. noticed the characteristic cold, damp, purplish- red hands, 
with the torpid capillary circulation. 

This marked symptom diagnoses the verge of erotic mania, which waa 
confirmed by a confession of an extreme practice of masturbation, which 
was now followed by a total absence of erections and emissions. 

The cerebral symptoms Dr. D. disregarded, as shadowy consequences 
of the substantial disease of the genital system. 

The sole indication, therefore, was restoration of the reproductive 
organism from its state of indirect debility. The suggested means were 
chalybeates, bromide of potassium, and a diet of oysters and such like 
phosphoric food. 

The benefit of this treatment was soon manifest, and in a few weeks 
he was restored to health and business. In regard to the bromide of 
potassium, Dr. D. remarked that his attention had been called to this 
agent by Dr. James Darrach, who had successfully used it in a similar 
case, and who refers the primary use of the article in genital complaints 
to Trousseau. 

Regarding bromide of potassium as a specific tonic to both the male 
and female organs of generation, Dr. D. has, for sometime, aind in many 
cases, administered it successfully in too partial and too abundant 
menstruation, in leucorrhea, and in various degrees of the indirect 
debility above noticed of the male organs of reproduction. 

As regards the use of phosphoric diet, its efficiency is not only sup- 
ported by many cases in his own practice, but by the successful practice 
of the dry, phosporic acid in the practice of his friend, Dr. Kricke, and 

by the testimony of Dr. , that a husband and wife who were without 

issue for several years, eat daily of the head of the boiled rock fish, in 
accordance with medical advice, and conception, full gestation, and a 
safe birth followed, and in due time occurred a second birth. How far 
the bromide of potassium may be an important adjuvant, is left for 
future practice to determine. The formula which he always used is : 

]^ Bromide Potass, Bij. 

Aq. Cionam., fjij* 
M 3i* Q* t. h. 
Taken on the empty stomach, an hour before ordinary meal time, 
and at bed time. 

In view of the above remarks he would, in conclusion, say that in 
puerperal insanity the uterine treatment, respectfully suggested, is 
intended as an addition to, and not a substitute for the cerebral treat- 
men t. At the same time, in respect to this, it may be well to question 
ilte beneit of the anfiphiogistic treatment, and if, indeed, revulsives of 
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a proper kind to tlie feet and the use of valerian would not be more 
efficient. In one case in his practice, with the advice, in consultation, 
of Dr. Meigs, it was, after various vain efforts, the finally successful 
treatment. The strong infusion of valerian was administered in the 
duid citrate of potassa, every two hours. After two days' use the 
patient, who for days had contracted an aversion to her best friends, 
imagined dach coming inspiration to be her last, and imperatively taxed 
her nurse day and night to constantly fan her, was restored to sleep and 
appetite and normal emotions and mind. 

Anfother concluding remark. If, said he, the genital system be a 
cause of insanity, so is the liver and stomach. In regard to the liver, 
the term melancholia shows that the ancients were well aware of an 
abdominal origin of disordered mind. And in respect to the stomach 
the cases are numerous. Among those in his practice was that of an 
intelligent lady, whose life consists of alternate periods of extreme dys- 

£epsia and destructive insanity. Whilst under the cerebral form of 
er disease, the stomach is healthy; she feeds with appetite, sleeps, and 
aecumulates flesh; but when the mind is right, she becomes a miserable 
dyspeptic and emaciates. 

Here, then, he remarks, are presented puerperal, erotic, gastric, and 
hepatic causes of insanity, which may be considered as species under 
the genus, reflex insanity. 



Influence of Tobacco-smoking on Public Health. 

Sir Charles Hastings read a paper on this subject before the National 
Association for the Promotion of Social Science. He commenced by 
observing that it might be one of the functions of the Association to 
point out the evil effects on public healih of certain active agents in 
oaily use by the community. The one to which he would especially 
diaw attention to was tobacco. Tobacco is at present extensively con- 
sumed by all classes ; it is a very active narcotic agent ; its empyreu- 
matic oil acts most deletoriously on the nervous system ; and when it 
is concentrated, death results from it. The author then quoted the 
account of the chemical nature of tobacco, as given by Prof. J ohnstone, 
of Durham, "that the chemical constituents of tobacco are three in 
number ; a volatile oil, a volatile alkali, and an empyreumatic oil. 
The volatile oil has the odor of tobacco, and possesses a bitter taste. 
On the mouth and throat it produces a sensation similar to that caused 
by tobacco smoke. When applied to the nose it occasions sneezing, 
and when taken internally it gives rise to giddiness, nausea, and an 
inclination to vomit. The volatile alkali has the odor of tobacco, an 
acrid, burning, long-continuing, tobacco taste, and possesses narcotic 
and very poisonous qualities. In this latter respect it is scarcely in- 
ferior to prussic acid, a single drop being sufficient to kill a dog. Its 
vapor is so irritating, that it is difficult to breathe in a room in which a 
tingle drop has been evaporated. A hundred pounds of the dry 
tobacco-leaf yields about seven pounds of nicotin. In smoking a hun- 
dred grains of tobacco, therefore, say a quarter of an ounce, there may 
be drawn into the mouth as much as two grains or more of one of the 
most subtile of all known poisons. The empyreumatic o\V \^ %(^t\^ uxl^ 
diMgrceablc to the taste, narootio and poisonous, Ou« dio^ ^"g^W&^Vi 
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Ae tongue of a cat brought on eonTulsions, and in two minutes oeea- 
fioned death. The Hottentots are said to kill snakes bj putting a drop 
of it on their tongues. Under its influence the reptiles die as instam- 
taneouslj as if iilled by an electric shock. It appears to act nearlj in 
the same way as prussic acid^ Experience proTcs that a large propor- 
tion of those who smoke or chew tobacco, do so under the conTiction 
that it is always innocuous in its effects, and often beneficial. Now, 
ibis is a mistake which the eyery-day obserration of medical prmo- 
titioners can attest. For amongst the patients who consult us for Tari- 
ous nerrous and stomach complaints, it will be found that tobaeeo 
smokers form a large proportion. Indeed, we find, unexpectedly some- 
times, on inquiry, that the habit of smoking is the source of yery dis* 
treasing ailments, which immediately or gradually subside on omitting 
the use of this drug. It is grievous to observe that this habit is pn* 
▼ailing among young people, upon whom its effects are most likely to 
be prejudicial. Strikingly illustrative of this position is the fiict that| 
which has been recently made public, that in the competitive examina* 
tion to which young persons are submitted in the military schools in 
France, the smokers of tobacco occupy the lowest place." 

One of the most severe cases of epilepsy which Sir Charles had ever 
teen was in a boy of twelve years of age, who had been for two years a 
tobacco-smoker; he recovered only on being prevented from continuing 
the habit. It could, no doubt, be said, and it was true, that thousands 
pursue this practice without producing epilepsy \ but many of these 
suffer from nervous and digestive disorders. 

V It was then important that the Association should disseminate sound 
▼iews on the action of tobacco, and should show that this drug cannot 
be used indiscriminately. An admonition from such a body would 
eome with more force than from the medical profession, whose monitions 
eould only find way among the sick and those needing medical care, 
while the opinion of the Association would permeate the community at 
large. Sir Charles Hastings then quoted from the opinion of Sir B. 
Brodie on the effects of tobacco on the nervous system. 

The various institutions now formed and supported for the purpose 
of diffusing language among the laboring classes, ought to be available 
to assist in this work, if there managers could be made awake to the 
importance of the question ; but, in many instances, these societies ara 
not aware of the baneful action of tobacco on the frame. If they were, 
smoking rooms would not form a part of the establishment, whereby 
the onward progress of civilization is proposed to be insured. It is a 
sad reflection that it should be considered necessary to insure the 
attendance of members at a society whose professed object is to advo* 
eate civilization by diffusing art and science, that there should be means 
supplied for indulging in the evil habit of smoking, as in the clubs of 
the aristocracy. This Association may at any rate raise a warning 
voice against such erroneous proceedings, which must doubtless tend to 
enervate our population, and eventually to produce a degenerate race. 

Sir Charles Hastings ended his paper with the following oonoln- 
sions : — 

That the effects of tobacco-smoking arc chiefly dependant upon an 
empyreumatic volatile oil, and other active principles, whose direct 
tendency is to act injuriously on the nervous system and digestive 
organs. That tobacco is extensively consumed by the community, and 
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its use ought to be discouraged. That this Association emphatically 
records its conviction that societies formed for the purpose of promot- 
ing useful knowledge amongst the working classes, shonld on no 
account provide smoking-rooms for the members. — Brit. Med. Jour.^ 



The Chief Source of the Dangler Eesulting from the Inhalation of 

Chlorofotm. 

In a recent communication made to the Academy of Science at Paris^ 
M. Jeaucort stated that his observations and re&earches had convinced 
him that upon every occasion when the patients breathe freely during 
the inhalation of the chloroform, anaBthcsia was produced readily and 
quickly, .and that he was also of opinion that if nothing o£fers any 
obstacle to the regular and continued play of the respiratory current| 
not only does the inhalation not present any danger, but in addition, 
it is exempt from what have been called the physiological effects of the 
chloroform, or at least, these are less marked. 

But the respiration may easily become changed during the inhala- 
tion, especially at its commencement, and it is in this change that the 
danger resides ; if any obstacle interferes with the continuity of the res- 
piratory action, the anaesthesia ceases to be really producible, and the 
effort to produce it gives rise to various accidents, more or less to be 
feared. The interruption to free respiration may arise from different 
causes depending either upon the operator, as in cases where he ad- 
ministers the chloroform either too rapidly or in too great abundancei 
or upon the patient himself, where ho voluntarily ceases to respire, and 
even resists the injunctions which are made to him upon that head; 
the immediate result is the modification of the quantity and quality of 
the air contained in the lungs ; the secondary result is variable, and 
may occasion the production of a transient, slight sense of suffocationi 
or of fatal asphyxia. The explanation of the latter phenomena may be 
found in the double source from which they arise, viz : the sudden 
deprivation of respirable air, and the poisoning resulting from the 
gaseous mixture retained in the lungs. M. Jeaucort considers that we 
may thus account for the occasional fatal effects which have attended 
the employment of anaesthetics, and which have been doubtfully re- 
ferred to syncope;, the dofault of inervation of the heart appearing to 
result from the complex character of the asphyxia itself. 

An attentive examination into the causes of these accidents furnishes 
an indication of the means which it is necessary to adopt for the pur- 
pose of obviating them, and the rules upon this point may be com- 
prised within the following general formula : In order to avoid all 
chances of accidents, in the inducement of anaesthesia, it is necessary to 
watch carefully that there exists an unfailing renovation of the air con- 
tained in the lungs until the inva&ion of sleep. If the respiration is 
carried on up to this time in an equable and continuous manner, it 
will not be interrupted afresh. 

Elsewhere, M. Jeaucort who recommends the employment of chloro- 
form in most cases of labor, and who considers that it diminishes the 
frequency of puerperal complications, states that toe anaethesia, under 
these circumstances, ought not to be pushed further than the abolition 
of sensibility, and tne relaxation of the upper extremities. The labor 
loses its ordinary gxavitj, and is accomplished in o. noim^ \si^\i\i«t) 
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witlout any risk even of suspending or abating it, if we take the pre- 
caution of conimenceins the administration of tlie vapor at the mo- 
ment when the os uteri is completely dilated. 



Action of Hydrochloric Acid upon Phthsia. 

Dr. R. P. Cotton presents a very instructive report {Med. Times and 
Gazette, Nov. 17, I860,) on the effect of hydrochloric acid upon twenty- 
five in-patients of the Gonsumptioti Hospital. 

Of the twenty-five patients, seventeen were males and eight females 
Their respective ages varied from sixteen to forty years. Ten were in 
the first stage, four were in the second stage, and eleven in the third 
Btage of the disease. In twelve instances the mineral acid was given 
alone ; in thirteen cases it was combined, during part of the time, with 
cod-liver oil. The dose of the acid varied from ten to fifteen minims 
of the dilute hydrochloric acid of the Pharmacopoeia, mixed with pep- 
permint water, and administered three times a day. In three cases it 
was tried for only a fortqignt, but in all the rest it was continued for 
periods varying from four to thirteen weeks. 

Of the twenty-fivd patients, eleven greatly improved, six slightly im- 
proved, and eight received no benefit. Of the greatly improved case^, 
seven were in the first, two were in the second, and two in the third 
stage. Of the slightly improved patients, one was in the first, one in 
the second, and four in the third stage. Of those who received no 
benefit, two were in the first, one in the second, and five in the third 
stage. 

Sixteen patients gained in weight, eight lost in weight, and in one 
there was no alteration. The changes in weight were particularly 
noticed in reference to the cod-liver oil. In six cases, although no oil 
was taken, there was a great increase of weight (an average of six 
pounds to each patient); but in all the rest, who either did not or could 
not take the oil, there was more or less loss of weight. Without refer- 
ence to the oil, however, those greatly improved were found to have 
increased in weight, although such increase bore no direct proportion 
to the amount of improvement, some who had gained the least having 
been quite as much benefitted as any of the rest. 

The improvement was in several cases very marked indeed, both 
locally and generallv ; the disease appearing to be arrested, and the 
'patients declaring themselves *'quite well." This was especially no- 
ticed in three cases, in one of which the disease was already in the 
second stace,* in two of these, no cod-liver oil had been taken, in one 
this remedy had been occaaionally added to the acid. Two other per- 
soils, who had actual vomicae, also improved very decidedly, the pulmo* 
nary secretion greatly diminishing, all the general symptoms subsiding, 
and the patients ultimately leaving the hospital materially improved in 
every particular. Of the seventeen more or less improved cases, seven 
took no oil, while in ten it was occasionally taken in combination with 
the acid; in two of the latter cases the oil seemed to make little if any 
difference, but in at least four, it appeared to contribute materially to 
the general result. 

In five of the patients who were obviously benefitting under the hy- 
drochloric acid, the experiment was made of changing it temporarily 
for»n egtiivalent dose of liquor potassce. In one of these there was no 
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marked effect, tlie patient appeariDg to do equally well under eitlies 
acid or alkali ; bat in tbe other four, the change was more or less pre- 
judicial, the patients unhesitatingly affirming that they were progressing 
less than when taking acid. Much care was used in making this obser- 
yation, tbe patient's own words being in each case recorded. 

In very few Instances did the hydrochloric acid at all disagree. Now 
and then a little gastric pain was complained of, but in no case was i| 
necessary permanently to abandon its use. As a general rule, the 
appetite greatly improved under its administration. 

For some months past I have frequently prescribed for phthisical 
patients the mineral acids in conjunction with gentian and other yege- 
table tonics ; but I became anxious to examine as far as possible the 
separate influence of the acids. The frequency with which consumptiye 
persons suffer from dyspepsia, the fact that the free acid frequently 
occurring during* healthy digestion is the hydrochloric, together with 
the well known solvent effect of this acid upon the plastic constituents 
of the food, pointed rather to it as the proper object of the experiment 
than to either the nitric or sulphuric acid. I have no reason, howcveri 
to think that either of these acids, or the compound known as the nitro- 
hydrochloric acid, may not be equally beneficial ; but upon this point I 
hope to make further observations. 

After making due allowance for other influences, so favorably 
brought into operation at the Consumption Hospital, I cannot help 
coming to the following conclusions': — 

1. That the mineral acids are well suited to a large number of 
phthisical eases. 

2. That the dilute hydrochloric acid especially, in doses of ten or 
fifteen minims twice or thrice a day, is an important auxiliary to other 
treatment, and may oftentimes be usefully employed, either alone or ia 
conjunction with other mineral or vegetable tonics. 



Pumpkin Seeds in T^nia Solium. — Kousso and the ethereal tine- 
ture of male f^rn are certainly very efficacious in effecting the expulsion 
of the taenia ; but practitioners should note tbe results obtained is 
Algeria by M. Tarneau, a military surgeon. Free ten drachms of 
pumpkin-seeds from their husks, pound them in a mortar with a suffi- 
ciency of sugar, and add to the paste thus obtained a cup of milk. The 
patient should be put on very low diet, and be given a small dose of 
castor oil ; on the next morning the pumpkin electuary must be taken 
at an early hour, and from twelve drachms to one ounce of castor oil 
two hours afterwards. — London Lancet, 



A Child Killed with Syrup op Poppies. — We have again to record 
the death of a child due to the incautious and deplorable use of this 
narcotic. The mother of Jane Davis, aged three months, had given 
her a dose of this preparation of opium to produce sleep, and the over- 
dose administered caused death. The jury returned a verdict, *'that the 
deceased died from the effects of the syrup of poppies, administered by 
the mother to procure sleep, and through misadventure." A verdict of 
manslaughter, with appropriate punishment, in one ot V91Q ^^ iV^ai^ 
oases, might have the salutarj effect of checking tlie ^eium^xis^ Y^^^^Sy 
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of narcotising children, which is so fertile a canse of eXQeesive infantik 
ttortalitj. — Landun Lancet 



A Case of Ovarian Dropsy Cored by Tapping and Pressure. 

Sir: — Having observed that Mr. Baker Brown had been relating 
three cases of ovarian dropsy that he had brought to a snccessfnl issnie 
by tapping succeeded by pressure, at the Medical Society of London 
two or three weeks since, in justice to that gentleman, I think it my 
duty to publish, through the medium of your journal, an interesting 
case I treated according to his suggestions some years since. 

C. W— , aged twenty-four, single, a milliner, of a strumous diathesis, 
came to me about eight years since, with an ovarian tumor of a moder- 
ate size. She was in a tolerably good state of health. I tapped her, 
and carefully emptied the cyst, which was unilocular. I then applied 
a firm and well adjusted pad, secured by a flannel bandage^ as tight aa 
she could conveniently bear it I also kept her on a light, dry diet, 
and gave her alteratives and diuretics for a week. She got up quite 
well, and continued so for four year, when she left the neighborhood, 
and I lost sight of her. I am, Sir, yours faithfully. 

-^London Lancet • Emanuel Mat, M.B.CS. 
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To OuB ExGHANQEg. — We are anxious to get our exchanges bound, 
And will then keep them where they can be examined regularly by the 
medical students of the college, and such medical gentlemen as may 
see proper to do so, for the purpose of selecting one or noore to which 
they may become subscribers. Editors and proprietors must see at a 
glance, the advantage this may be to them, and will, theiefore, see that 
we get our exchangee regularly. We find that the most co«//^ and tm- 
portant journals are most regular in their arrivals. 

Having an associate in the editorial department, we would be pleased 
to duplicate with such of oar coteniporaries as may feel willing to thus 
exchange. 



Commercial Hospital. 

With feelings of pleasure we record the fact, that the Commercial 
Hospital, has at last, by the almost unanimons vote of the law making 
power, been released from an incubus that hung upon it from its earl- 
iest existence, and almost destroyed its usefulness. 

No longer does the control of the medical department, by law, be- 
long to the Faculty^ of the Medical College of Ohio! — No loujier can 
that honorable body wield an influence upon the seeker after scientific 
knowledge, by the declaration that, "toe alone can admit you to instrue- 
iion therel " — No longer can ^^siiperior advantages" be expected to do 
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that, wbioh t^lSni^ justicey and integrity, sHould do. — No longer dan 
others be told, that, << if jou matriculate with us, we will sell you the 
ticket,'' Justice has opened her eyes and beheld the iniquity, and the 
monster has fallen — rej.oioe and be exoeeding glad, for now dawns a 
new era in the history of medicine in Cincinnati; its votaries may ex« 
pect— equal rights, no matter where they belong or whence they come. 

We do not wish any one to feel that we rejoice under the impression 
that the separation of the Hospital ftrom the Medical College of OJUo^ 
is likely to destroy][the latter; not so, we have always maintained that the 
connection was an injury to the College, and now, since that prop has 
been removed, it may be raised to prominence and independence, pro- 
Tided always, the Faculty be composed of honorable material — men of 
good sense and fair attainments. 

We may now look for a new Hospital, one too, that will do credit to 
our enterprising citizens, and afford facilities of a superior order for 
clinical instruction. 



E. R. McIlvaine, M. D. — We are pleased to lay before our readerSi 
the Introductory Lecture to a course on Physiology, by this distin- 
guished gentleman. The subject chosen by the Doctor, for the occa- 
sion is, **A History of the Human Intellect,'* from its inception to the 
present time — the various stages of its developments, and the circum- 
stances that combined to produce them. The subject is handled in a 
masterly manner, and the positions taken are sustained by facts so 
clearly demonstrated, that no one can fail to behold their beauties, and 
realize the force and clearness with which every part is represented. 

We bespeak for the lecture, a careful perusal, satisfied that those 
who delight to feed upon scientific truths, happily presented, will real- 
ize a rich repast. 



AcADEMT OF MEDICINE. — At a meeting of this society, held Mon* 
day eveuing, March 4th, the ^following officers were elected to serve 
the ensuing year. President, J. F. White, M. D; 1st Vice President! 
S. 0. Almy, M. D; 2nd do., do., H. E. Foote, M. D; Recording Sec- 
ratary, C. T, Simpson, M. D; Corresponding do., W. T. Brown, M. D; 
Librarian, R. R. McIlvaine, M. D; Treasurer, W. H. Taylor, M. D. 



Sr. Reese on Diphtheria. 

In an article upon diphtheria, in the American Medical Gazette, of 

February, by the editor. Dr. Reese, it seems to us the opinion now 

maintained by many, that diphtheria and scarlatina maligna arc identical| 

or are produced by the same materies morbi, lecovN^ft Jl^^y^^^ ^^tAdL" 
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ttation. The Dr. himself, howeyer, seems to Regard them as distinct, 
aMd merely states, incidentally, those facts that hear upon their haying 
a common origin. 

It will be recollected that in the October number of last year of this 
journal, in a report of a discussion upon diphtheria, in the Academy of 
Medicine of this city, in which were embodied some remarks of Dr. 
Nebinger of Philadelphia upon the same snbjebfc, it was endeayored to 
be shown, that, in the yarions descriptions we haye of the disease, 
no reliable differential diagnosis could be made out between it and 
scarlet feyer ; that nearly eyery symptom said to be characteristic of it 
by one, was disproved to be by the testimony of another ; that no 
wider phenomena could be demonstrated as existing between them, 
than that in one there was an exudation, while in the other there was 
not. In fine, the object was to establish such a resemblance between 
the two diseases, as to make it eyident they proceeded from the same 
cause. < 

Many who consider diphtheria a distinct disease, mantain that it is 
comparatiyely of recent date, and that it differs from scarlatina in that, 
at its onset, there is no febrile reaction, and that, during its course, 
there is no effloresence upon the surface of the body. Against these 
assumptions, these negatiye characteristics, in addition to the evidence 
adduced in the before mentioned collated article, we are happy to be 
able to present the testimony of Dr. Beese, who is high authority in 
medical matters. 

The Dr. in his article alluded to says : '^The terms diphtheria and 
diptheritis were introduced in 1826, to designate not any simple mal- 
ady, or new disease, but a class of diseases^ characterized by a tendency 
to the formation of false membranes upon the dermoid textures, as 
the mucus membranes and the skin. Until his time, these maladies 
had been known from time immemorial, by a yariety of names, such as 
malignarU sore throaty throat distemper, putrid sore throat, angina ma- 
ligna, &c., which had been recognized alone, or in complication with 
scarlatina, croup &c., :^ ^ ^ ^ That it has been fa- 
Sniliar to all our older physicians, who haye witnessed so many of its 
epidemic yisitations, and been called upon to treat it so often during 
the last 40 years is notorious. It ought then to be proclaimed eyery where 
that diphtheria is in no sense a new disease." 

In another portion of the article, the following language is used : 
' 'Diphtheria is a feyer preceded and accompanied by febrile symptoms, 
attended ^ith more or less prostration of the yital powers, * * 
^ ^ The attack may be preceded or accompanied by the char- 
jicteristic eruption, and other signs of scarlatina.' '^ 
I>r. Wood ia bis Practice says, that the malignant aoxe thio^it d^- 
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scribed under the jiiame of cjnanohe maligna, is now universally ad- 
mitted to be a modification of scarlatina. (See Ws. Praot,Tol. l.,^02) 
Thas, then, according to the description of the disease as famished 
us by Dr. Reese, if Dr. Wood, than whom there is no one more eminent 
in the profession, is competent authority, there can be no further doubt 
that diphtheria and scarlatina are identical, or but modifications of the 
same disease. 

To proceed further, the descriptions of the two diseases, exclusiye of 
the ^^ peculiar exudatum^^* are identical. Both are preceded and accom* 
panied by fever of an asthenic type; both may or may not have an 
eruption on the surface of the body; and in both there is ulceration of 
the fauces, which may terminate in croup. Indeed, there is nothing in 
which they differ in any respect from each other, more than other dis- 
eases, in different instances, differ in their various degrees of intensity, 
with results corresponding. For example, croup 'may, or may not, re- 
sult in the throwing out of a lining membrane into the trachea. 

We will also ^ mention before closing this article, that Dr. Eeese 
states that diphtheria is sometimes complicated with scarlatina. As both 
diseases are generally admitted to be produced by a blood poison oh* 
tained, probably, from the atmosphere, aooording^to this statement, we 
will have two blood poisons derived from the same source, operating in 
the system at the same time. We are inclined to view such an occur* 
rence as absurd. 

We hope our readers will review the article which was published in 
the October number of^ this journal, and consider what we have said at 
this time, in conjunction with what is stated in it. There are a num- 
ber of arguments adduced in it, that space does not permit us to refer 
to now. * 



A Practijal Treatise on ^hthi8i8 Pulmonalis ; cmbracingr its Pathology, Cansea, 
Symptoms, and Treatment, by L. M. Lawson, M. D. Professor of Clinical Me licine 
in the University of Louisiaua. Visiting Physician to the New Orleans Charity 
Hospital, formerly Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine in the Medical 
College of Ohio. etc. Rickey, Mallory & Co., 73 West Fourth street, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. S. S. & W. Wood, New York. 

In our last we promised to call attention to this work again, because 
we had but just received it, and no time was allowed for observation or 
investigation. We are glad now to be able to confirm what we then^ 
from our knowledge of the author, supposed to be the case. 

The work is divided into four parts : — Pathology^ Causes^ SympiomB^ 
and Treatmenty of Phthisis, These parts are each divided into appro- 
priate chapters^ and the subject matter of each chapter classified and 
arranged into sections. Each section contains afull an4 (i\^^T ^^^^Vv^NkQ^ 
of Its appropriate subject, with a collection of aW ftial \^ \m^Qx\.^\v\» W^ 
the profession; indeed, we have summed Tip ani aiiia\x%<^3L ^ox cjtqo 
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benefit, within six hundred pisiges, including the Author's own yiews^ 
and experience, that which woald require the general reader months, if 
act years, to obtain. 

In reading the Author's * remarks on one of the Pathological condU 
tions, we felt rather ^'chilly," not because of the lov) temperature of our 
sanctum, for this is kept up at all times ; but because it seemed to suit 
our case, notwithstanding we have counted upon three-score and ten. 
in speaking of Animal Heat, he says, "If we admit the physiological 
laws that ,the development of animal heat bears a relation to the red 
OQspuscles, (which are probably deficient in this constitution,) the 
oonelnsion will be irresistible that the calorific power is necessarily re. 
duced ; and this inference b fully sustained by observation. I have con- 
stantly observed in the tuberculous constitution, manifestations of aa 
inordinate sensibility to reduce temperature ; and so prominent and 
constant is this condition, that it becomes, as we shall see hereafter, an 
important feature in the History of Phthisis. A sluggish circulation, 
altered blood properties, and weak innervation, will invariably fail to 
produce the normal amount of animal heat, except when febrile or 
inflammatory action supervenes. Hence, the characteristic of the tu* 
berculous constitution in this relation, is imperfect development of 
animal heat." 

We hope the author will excuse us for not reading the symptoms — ^we 
fear the result, and hurry on to the the treatment. The Therapeutic* 
of Phthisis is. divided in three chapters. Under the head of Treatment 
of chronic Phthisis, we have six sections — each^section treats a differ- 
ent stage of the disease, as for instance; the Precursory Stage of 
Phthisis; Stage of Tuberculous Deposits; Softening Stage ; Stage of 
Cavities ; Treatment of Incidental Symptoms ; and lastly, Complica- 
tions. Inflammatory and Acute Phthisis is treated in the second 
chapter ; and the third takes into consideration, Special Questions irh 
ihi treatment of Phthisis ; such as the Change of Climates^ Sea Voyages^ 
Gestation^ and Topical Medication. In conclusion, we have the Prog- 
fitfsis, which begins and ends with this encouraging language ; '^We 
have now passed in review the principal facts bearing on the pathology, 
causes, symptoms, and treatment, of phthisis ; and, in conclusion, what 
can be said of the curahilify of the disease? Very different opinions 
exist on this subject. Thus, the general profession, as well as popular 
opinion, inclines to the view that phthisis, when fully established, is 
measurably, if not absolutely incurable; while, on the other hand, many 
of the modern writers take a much more hopeful view of the question.*' 

''Finally, when these palpable evils shall have been abated, and pa<» 
tients learn to seek the aid of enlightened physicians daring the 
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ounble stage of disease, the proportion of reooyeries will be largely 
augmented, and phthisis will no longed be regarded as the OPPROBBiUil 
of our profession.'*' 

In conclusion we would remark, that a work of this kind has been 
wanted by the profession, and no doabt but the physician, who studies 
it thoroughly, will be much more capable of treating phthisis in its 
yarious stages, than he who may flatter himself with the idea, that 
he knows all that is neceasary upon this important subject. 



Firat Anniial Report of the Board of Tmstees and Officeri of Longyiew Lunatic Asy- 
lum, for the year 1860. 

We haye receiyed this report sent us by our friend, 0. M. Langdoui 
M. D., the superintendent. From an examination of it, we find thai 
the institution, notwithstanding the many obstacles and difficulties 
that had to be encountored and oyercome at its opening, among which 
was the destruction done the house last May by a tornado, is now in a 
yery flourii^hing condition. Surely, if any man could render it so in 
spite of hindrances of a serious character. Dr. Langdon could. 

From a description of the building, it must be one of the largest, 
and most conyenient, and best adapted for the purpose, of any in the 
country. It is said to contain nearly 600 rooms, 56 water-closets, 6158 
feet of water pipe, 356 cooks, 500 gas burners. Its entire cost was 
four hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Since the opening of the institution there has been received into it, 
422 patients. Of these, 296 came from the old asjlum at Lick Kun, 
23 from the Dayton Asylum, and the] remainder, we presume, from the 
Probate Court of Hamilton County. There were remaining November 
Ist,, 334. 

Of the 442 patients, there was of acute mania, 64; of chronic mania, 
160; melancholia, 26; dementia, 143; idiocy, 29. 

We must defer speaking of the institution more at length until 
another time. We will remark here, however, that there is no man in 
our midst, who will have the welfare of those entrusted to his care more 
at heart; than the present superintendent. We know the man, and 
know that he will spfare no pains to proof ote the comfort, and advance 
the interests, of those unfortunates under his charge. * 



Personal. — Our friend, G. W. Gordon, M. D., called upon us to-day; 
he is on his way to the ''Sunny South,'' where he expects to spend the 
balance of his life. The Doctor being a pro-slavery man, thinks he 
can be '^more at home*' in the land of his choice, than that of his 
nativity. Success attend hia <'out-going.' ' 



v 



A Work Every Phinciaa Waats. 

SEE THE ANNEXED LETTER OF THE LATE JOHN W. FRANCIS. 

Summary of Medical Sciences comprising the essentially praett« 
eal articles enbraced in Braithwaite's Retrospect, Bankin's Abstract, 
The London, Dublin, Edinburgh medical journals; French, German, 
and other continental medical periodicals, commencing with 1860. 

The whole in as concise a form as may be consistent with their respec* 
iye merits in view of presenting to the professipn, the cream of medi* 
cal LITERATURE. In addition to such resume will be embodied con* 
tributions from eminent American physicians and sui^eons. 

Edited by Walter S. Wells, M. D. 

Compiler of the Epitome of Braithwaite's Betrospect. 
'^ The first part of the Summary of Medical Sciences will be ready 
April 1st, and will be published semi-annually. Each part will contain 
about 300 octavo pages of closely printed matter— uniform with *-The 
Epitome" — and will be classed and paged for the convenience of bind- 
ing under the respective headings of Practical Medicine, Surgery, Mid- 
wifery, Chemistry and Toxicology, and Materia Medica. 

To W. S. Wells, M. D. — Dear Sir : You kave successfally accomplished a great 
work by your ''Epitome of Braithwaite's Retrospect of Practical Medicine and Sur- 
gery/' and I hea*dly know in what manner you are to be adequately remunerated for 
the Vast labors you have so judiciously appropriate to so asefolaii undertaking. Your 
still more novel project, just announced, in the contemplated publication of a "Serial," 
under the title of **A Summary of Medical Science." to be derived from a still wider 
field of Medical Literature, has claims to consideration even greater than your "£pi« 
tome," and not a doabt can exist (hat the learned and the liberal, the scholastic and 
the practical, wiU embrace the opportunity to justify your most ample desires to estaV 
liefa a periodical of such rare ezcelleuoe as must neeessigrily be formed from the sources 
of knowledge you specify. To those who seek economy even in the purchase of pro- 
fessional books, your plan of concentrating the essence of the icienlinc and medical 
investigation of the world at large, within the compass yon announce, must receive a 
powerful patronage and cannot be looked on with IndifTerence, and for the best of 
reasons :— your great labor will prove profitable to the entire Medical Profession. Yoa 
will save ihepa money, and what is of more consequence, you will .economize their 
time. That immense benefit will accrue to the noble science of healing, by your de- 
votion to year new nndertaking, the most competent will he the loudest to affirm. 

JOHN W. FRANCIS. M D-. LL.D. 

Terms of Publication : — The Summary will be published and delivered, free of 
expense, to any part of the United Statfes (within 3,000 miles) at 3,00 per annum, in 
advance. 

Single parts, $1,25. CHARLES T. EVANS, Publisher. 

532 Broadway, (up stairs). New York, 

Phyfticians desirous of examining Part one, will be supplied with a copy by sendW 
$1,00 to the Publisher. ** 

^11 remittances must be in New York Funds. The Publisher will be responsible 
for all sums remitted in registered letters. 

The Summary will be sent to all Medical Journals who will editorially annouiice 
the Publication. Send copies to Uie Publisher. . 

Now ready, •Epitome ot Braithwaite's Retrospect of Practical Medicine and Surgery," 
by W. S. Wells, M. D., 2 vols., 8vo. (900 pages each), sheep. $7,00. 

"You have rendered an essential service to the Profession by your 'Epitome' of tlitt 
extensive 'Retrospect of Braithwaite.' " — Valentine Mott, jfc, D. 

"This Epitome, which has been prepared with great care, should be in the library 
of every physician in the country.*'— iVor^A American Medico.ChirurgiccLL Revieto: 

"We regard this as one of the most valuable contributions of ihe day, and as a 
special favor conferred upon the profession."— i4<Zon/a Medical and Surgical Journal, 

The above arc only a few of the notices of the work which the Publisher has re- 
oeivcd. Without an exception the Medical Press has spoken of it as a necessitt to 
the Profession. Subscribers to the work who have already purchased it, speak of it 
in the same flattering manner. 

Published by C. T. EVANS. 532 Broadway. New York. 

On receipt of the price in Funds current at New York, the copies of work will be 
: Bent to any part of the United States (within 3,000 miles), free of expense. 
AJI remiUancen, it sent in registered l-tters, are at the risk of the Publisher. 
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MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS AND SELECTIONS. 



For the Medical and Sargical News. 

Sr. Comegys on Moral Insanity. 

BY J. A. THACKBR, M. D., CINCINNATI, OHIO. 

In this article, it is not the intention to enter at length upon the 
discassion of moral insanity, but merely to examine, briefly, a defini- 
tion of it as rendered and applied in a criminal case, that occurred in 
this coooty, by the gentleman whose name is placed at the head of 
these remarks. The subject is of late assuming much importance from 
the frequency with which it is being brought forward on trials for 
crime, and, therefore, it behooves us to let slip no opportunity to 
enlighten ourselves upon it — to omit no occasion to collate facts, and 
to carefully study and analyze the different theories advanced concern- 
ing it. It is only by such means that we can expect our knowledge 
of it to increase. 

Several months ago at a meeting of the Academy of Medicine, Dr. 
Comegys, when called upon for a definition of moral insanity, defined 
it to be, '*a perturbed or disturbed state of the life of relation, or in 
other words, a want of self control, with a full consciousness of right 
and wrong." (The quotation is verbatim.) He also stated that in a 
late case of insanity tried in this city, known as the Cain case, he, as a 
medical witness, testified that a person overcome by excessive grief on 
account of the seduction of a beloved daughter, so as to be rendered 
moody, uncompanionable, going about with his head hanging down, 
and incapacitated to attend to his daily business, should be considered 
morally insane, as regarded the killing of that seducer on coming into 
his power. 

The first olause of the definition in which it is stated that the disease 
consists in a perturbed or disturbed state of the life of t^\«X\0Ti vi^ 
somewhat obscure, but from what follows in the claxxs^ \inm^d&a2U\^ 



102 Dt. Comegya en Moral Insanity. April, 

succeeding, we presume is meant the peryersios'of the natural feelings, 
inclinations, temper, habits, &e. That such a condition of the moral 
disposition can exist in an individual, there is no doubt ; the eyery 
day experience of every one proves it conclusively, and it is in conse- 
quence of such being the fact, that makes this world of ours, the world 
of trouble, sorro# and vexation that it is, and that causes the christian 
man to continually groan and travail to be freed from its cares, and to 
constantly long for that blissful abode beyond the skies. Morbid 
inclinations in man, are taught both by reason and revelation ; and the 
latter gives us a very minute account of their origin. It is not taught 
however, that such are due to any insanity of the feelings, but are 
owing rather, to depravity of the human nature. 

But that we may better decide upon the correctness of the definitioB| 
let us exaditine to some extent into the mental phenomena of ma9. 
The mind of man is divided into three departments,^ namely : the 
intellect or understanding, the sensibilities, and the will. In the first 
division aie ranked the cognitive and perceptive faculties — their 
product being intellection ; in the second we have the different emotions 
passions, and desires ; while * the third comprehends the executive 
powers. Although the will is placed above, and over the other depart- 
ments of the mind, and appears to control their movements, yet they 
seem to afford it the promptings to action — some emotion, desire, or 
sense of obligation being necessary to excite a volition. 

The sensibilities, through which the will obtains its direct stimulus 
to action, may be divided into natural and moral. The first are 
common to man and the brute creation, and have their origin to a great 
extent, if not altogether, in the physical system. The moral sensibili- 
ties are of a higher otder, and are possessed by man alone ; they seem 
to have been implanted in him for the purpose of rendering him more 
than a mere selfish being — a mere seeker like the animal, after his own 
gratifications. In proportion to their development, in the individual, 
the nobler is his nature, and the higher are his aims, 

In 2k perfectly regulated mind, we have the three departments of the 
mind acting in harmony — acting in a manner that will conduce to the 
welfare of the individual 'as a mere physical creature, and as an intel* 
lectual being. The intellect, in the performance of its cognitive and 
perceptive functions, will arouse the will through the natural sensibili- 
ties to the requisite exertions for the preservation of life, and for th« 
obtainment of necessary comforts ; and after this has been accomplished, 
the moral emotions will operate for the cultivation of all the higher 
virtues, and of all of those influences, that tend to ennoble the map. 
Although time enters to some extent in these various . processes, yet it 

* See Upkam0 
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must not be nndecfttod that one action does not e6mmence nntil 
another ends. Indeed, many of them seem to be carried on simultane- 
onsly. 

But are we to suppose that when the different departments of the 
mind do not act in harmony — do not properly balance each other, that 
insanity exists? By no means ; for were it so, the vast majority of the 
human family would be considered non compos mentis. Indeed, there 
is probably not a person in existence, in whom some department of 
the sensibilities are not liable to operate in excess. The Bible teaches, 
and reason and observation testifies to the ^ruth of it, that the flesh is 
constantly warring against the spirit, and that if it were not for divine 
grace, the spirit would be led away captive. Not that the individual 
would become morally insane ; but that the natural emotions would 
acquire such supremacy over the moral sensibilities, the latter would 
be overeomie, and the will, from her high throne, receiving promptings 
from no other source, would keep the intellect employed to afford 
objects for every lustful gratification. In fine, the heart would become 
depraved. 

The emotive part of human nature in all its various ramifications is 
exceedingly prone to aberrations. So much indeed is this the case, 
that much of our time is expended in undoing, what, through it, we 
have done amiss. But notwithstanding we are thus frequently led 
astray, and that, too, seemingly in spite of ourselves, consciousness still 
tells us that we are accountable — still makes us feel that we are justly 
responsible for our errors. 

If such a condition as moral insanity does exist, which I will not 
now stop to affirm or deny, I assert confidently that the definition of it 
of Dr. Comegys, fails to describe it. In the illustration upon which 
it is based, the psychological student will certainly discover no elements 
of insanity; but only the will borne along, as it were, per force, to the 
commission of an act, by the passions being excessively wrought upon 
by a sense of a terrible wrong endured. Indeed we have merely 
exhibited to us an instance of strong emotional excitement — the com- 
mission of an act prompted by the natural emotions, while the higher 
or mDral feelings were in a state of suspension, and not in a morbid 
condition. 

Many, who are believers in moral insanity, and are either forgetful 
of, or wilfully overlook the acts of a Nero, assert that the homicidal 
maniac commits his deed, " without any motive whatever strictly 
deserving the name;" but in the case given by the Dr., there was 
not only a motive, but a very powerful one ;— a motive that would 
have impelled two out of three to the same deed, who did not feel 
in their hearts that ^'vengeance is mine saith the Loi^^^ \tL^<^^ 
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naDj such wotild consider themselyes raereant to the highest 
ieDse of duty if they did Dot obey the impulses of iastinct under sueh 
oircumstances. Why, then, in the name of common sense, shoidd we 
consider such persons morally insane. If it would be unjust to make 
them suffer the penalties of the law, amend the law so that they may 
jescape ; but do not bring the noble science of medicine into ridicule 
by imputing instfnity to him, who, as is evident to all, has only yielded 
to the strong instincts of nature. 

The moodiness, and incapacity to attend to businees that existed 
in this case, does not by any means imply insanity. Such a condition 
in an individual, can be, considered b»t the natural result of a sense of 
a terrible misfortune having befallen him ; and would rather show that 
his feelings Were keenly alive to the full appreciation of it. If Cain 
therefore, was guiltless of erime, by reason of insanity, then are all 
men at different periods of their lives, and those not a few, rendered 
irresponsible. 

Law deters men from crime, by exciting an emotion of fear of 
punishment, which operates not only upon the depraved by antagoni- 
sing their evil propensities, but powerfully restrains those, whom passion 
has, for a time, obtained cotitrol— in whom the natural emotions seem 
to have gained an ascendency over the moral. To free men, then, 
from responsibility under strong emotion, .will be, to that extent, to 
destroy the salutary influence for which law was intended. 



For the Medicil and Surgical N«ws. 

Diphtheria. 

BY C. K. EARLY, M. D. 

Friend Baker — Although I do not wish to trespass on the columns 
of your valuable journal, yet it may not be amiss for me to add a little 
of my experience in that much dreaded disease. Diphtheria. It has 
prevailed here for more than three months, to an alarming extent. — 
Commencing about the last days of October or the first of November, 
and continuing, in an epidemic form, up to about the 15th day of Feb- 
ruary. During this time, I treated four hundred and eighty-nine 
cases. 

It passed over a district of country about twenty miles in length and 
fifteen miles in width, leaving scarcely enough unattached to attend to 
the sick. It continues to some extent at this time ; I have some ten 
oases, but it appears to be declining rapidly. I have kept no record of 
cases since the 15th of February. During last Oct. I met with the 
first cases that I had ever seen of the disease, and consequently my 
knowledge of it consisted in what 1 had learned from the yarious 
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reports I saw in the Journals. I treated my first case, a young man 
nineteen years of age, with local applications to the throat; and in a 
few days the membranes disappeared and my patient (as I thought) 
was well, fie had a good appetite and walked about t)ie room. But 
two days alter I was called again, to see him breathe his last. This 
aroused me, and I at once adopted « constitutional treatment, which 
I have followed up steadily to this time, and have had, as yet, no 
reason to regret. 

My constitutional treatment is Qninia from the first, in the minority 
of cases, in large and repeated doses ; say every two hours. Chlorate of 
Potash in solution of 3iv to pint of cold water, of which I give to au 
adult, a tablespoonful every hour or two. Tinct. Ferri Ghlor., I have 
used also after a day or two, either alone or combined with Quinia.— 
Locally I use Iodine dissolved in Spts. Camphor — strength varied as cir- 
cumstances require. I apply it by means of camel's hair pencil to the 
membranes. I also order a gargle of Chloride of Sodium or the 
Chlorate of Potassae. 

I have found but very few cases that Mercury was called for ; and 
I think it does more harm than good in the majority of oases. 
The result of my course of treatment is as follows : 

No. of cases treated by the above plan ....... 489 

Proved fatal 5 

The duration of each case varied from four days to six weeks. The 
most obstinate cases were those that came on very gradually and to 
appearances were not much sick. In all cases where the attack wa9 
severe and sudden, it yielded at once and without trouble. I believe 
that the fatality of the disease depends in a great degree upon the 
humbug cures, noticed in the newspapers, said to be produced by local 
treatment, which persons are induced to use; thus the patients are 
deharred from using snch renredies as they require until it is to late. 
Kersey, Blk Co., Pa., March 6, 1861. . 



For the Medical aud Sargical News. 

Interesting Case of Labor. 
A* H. Baker : — Mrs. M. aged forty-five, in her thirteenth labor, 
March 16th 1861. Found her with pulse one hundred and twenty. 
Pain occasionally, abdomen very pendulous and hard; exam, per vag^,y 
revealed os dilated, filled with bag of waters, presentation not within 
reach. By compressing abdomen head presented, when membranes 
ruptured discharging 2^ gall. liq. amni,, followed by a dead foetus of 
2^ lbs. The funis being tied and divided, I ascertained it to be a twin 
case. The bag of waters descending as at first. The head ofaeooud 
fotua preBeaUng, meml»r&neB ruptured by finger i^v\) ik i\i\\ Qii!\^ ^"i 
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liq. amni, escaping, also a foetus of 4J lbs. ; lived thirty-four hours. 
Now in this case there was only one placenta ; one frmis attached to 
centre, the other at the edge. Each child was preceded by bag of 
waters in all ^ gallons, no perceptible division in placenta. The old 
lady is doing very well, ^^- J» w. 

Harris, Gallia Co., Ohio, March 22, 1861. 



The Last Siekae^i of General Wadiinfton, and its Treatment bjr 

the Attendant Physicians. 

BY JAMES JACKSON, M. D. 

Attached to the life of Washington^ by Mr. Everett, is a memoir, 
drawn up by Dr. James Jackson, of Boston, npon the last illness of 
that distinguidhed man. In the langnnge of the writer, "the circum- 
stances of his short disease, its character viewed scientifically, and the 
treatment adopted by his physicians, have all been ascertained and 
discussed; and the remedies employed have been spoken of by some 
persons in terms of strong reprobation " 

Though complaining of sore-throat and hoarseness on the 12th of 
December, 1799, it was not until the following night that the symptoms 
of Washington's illness became severe. He then had a chill, followed 
by a great difficulty in breathing, speaking, and swallowing, symptoms 
which continued until the following night, that of his death. The 
breathing caused him most distress ; the more because his strongest 
efforts were insufficient to supply his lungs with as much air as his 
system bad need of. He was in fact strangulated by the closure of the 
windpipe, as much as if a tight cord had been twisted around his neck. 

Acute laryngitis is rare ; it had not at the time of Washington's death, 
been clearly described, so as to be distinguished from other diseases 
about the throat About 1810 it was first brought into notice, and 
distinctly described by Dr. Matthew Baillie, of London. After detailing 
for tbe popular understanding pathological changes occurring during 
an attack of acute laryngitis, the causes of obstruction of the upper 
parts of the respiratory and digestive apparatus, and the mode of death, 
Dr. Jackson proceeds to consider the treatment of this alarming 
disease. 

It has been thought by many persons, medical and non medical, 
that General Washington was not treated judiciously ; and some, 
perhaps, believe that, by a different treatment, his life might have 
been preserved. He was bled, he was blistered, and calomel and 
antimony were administered internally. The best teachers at the 
present day recommend bleeding and blistering. In addition, the 
English teachers advise the use of mercurials carried to the point of 
salivation, and our own did the same until very lately. • Some of them, 
perhaps, do it now. Some, if not many, would add antimony ana 
opium to the calomel, or other preparations of mercury. 

The chance of success of blood letting in acute laryngitis is great 

in the very beginning of the inflammatory process ; but it is less the 

later the period at which the remedy is employed. There is not, 

however, any other measure by which effeclual relief is so likely to be 

produced. But who would advise the active treatment requisite fot 
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this porpose in erery oase of a hoarse cdd^ wkioh is the first stage? 
There is no doubt that every discreet man would choose to incur tlie- 
slight hazard of the seyere disease, rather than resort to i^ copious 
bleeding every time he had a boarse sore-throat. 

In Washington's oase, the first stage was of short duration. Bleed- 
ing was resorted to early, by his own direction. But that bleeding, 
was nominal. His wife objected to it^ because the patient was old, 
and it had not been prescribed by a physician. When Dr. Crailt 
reached him, some hours afterward, he prescribed a new venesection. 
Calomel andantimony were given him, but there is not any reason to 
believe that they were given in large doses ; -though Dr. Craik and his 
cpadjutors have been reproached on this score. In 1799 the use of 
mercurials in inflammatory diseases was very rare in Great Britain, 
though it was very colnmon in this country. At the present day the- 
reverse is true. 

We fully concur with Dr. Jackson in his defence of the* reputatiott 
(^ Mr. Craik and his medical friends, that they did as well, at least, as 
any of their critics would have done in the like case. — North American 
Review, 



What Shall We Bead. 

A facetious professor in one of our medical schools is accustomed to 
give the following as his parting counsel to the graduating class :— ^"If 
you find leisure to read during your first years of practice, select novels. 
in preference to medical journals.'' This admonition is generally 
received by the students as one of those broad jokes for which its author 
is so greatly distinguished, and is no further heeded. But that the 
advice is seriously given, is proved by the fact that the professor 
himself strictly adheres to it. His library is entirely free from this* 
dangerous class of publications, but abounds in yellow-covered litera- 
ture of every description. During the past year the professor's theory 
was put to a practical test, and the sequel furnishes a lesson which we 
wish to impress upon the recent graduates, upon the general practitioner 
and finally upon the teachers in our medical schools, A question 
arose in the profession, as to the propriety and possibility of a given 
operation in which this professor has taught in a manner peculiarly 
his own for a score of years. Now, as often happens, this . operation 
had been discussed almost entirely in the medical journals, and many 
of the well recognised authorities had therein declared the operation 
practicable and proper. The enquiry was made of this devotee of 
novels, whether the operation was approved by any responsible author, 
to which he returned an emphatic. No I The correspondence was 
subsequently published, and the profound ignorance exhibited of the 
well known improvements in the branch which he was teaching, has 
rendered the position of the professor truly unenviable. 

It will doubtless seem quite superfluous to those who habitually 
read our best periodicals, • to urge the importance of this class of 
publications, and their claim upon the profession. But whoever will 
institute a careful enquiry as to the number of medical men who, even 
if they subscribe to, and pay for a medical periodical, read it with care 
and attention, will be astonished at the result. He will find that few, 
eomparativelj, re»Ojrpro£t by the journals which' t\x«^ m«i^ V^^'^u V^ 
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take, and tlie proof of the fact will be seen in the praetiee of the indi- 
▼idnal. For those who read with interest our best medical journals are 
invariably found to be the most saccessful practitioners, and vice ver$a. 

But this indifference to medical journals is not confined to thd 
general practitioners ; the person alluded to in the opening paragraph 
of this article, is the type of a class of public teachers, who more in an 
atmosphere nerer tainted by such publications. They discard all new* 
fangled notions, as they style the improvements and discoTcriee first 
laid before the profession through this medium, and annually repeat 
to their classes, the old and pften obsolete theories which they 
themselves learned when students. These teachers are by no i^eant 
exceptional, even in our most flourishing schools. We have listened 
to lectures on surgery, medicine, obstetrics, within a few years, not a 
whit in advance of the age of Hunter, Cullen, and Denman. Is'it not 
time that this class of professors were supplanted by men who are 
capable of teaching these branches in the light of modern science ? 
The question has been asked in our columns : — At what age does a 
medical man become unable to keep pace with scientifie discoveries^ 
and at what age are Professors in our medical colleges no longer 
competent to instruct classes in the latest improvements of the day? 
we shall give to both queries one answer : when a medical man reaches 
an age where his iself^conceit leads him to bejieve that he can learn 
nothing from medical journals, he is no longer able to keep pac^ with 
the progress of medical science, oi to instruct classes in the latest 
improvements. 

In view of these facts, therefore, and of the deliberate advice given 
from professional chairs, we deem it our duty at this time to enter a 
plea in behalf of medical journals, as the proper reading of recent 
graduates, of established practitioners, and even of the professors |n 
our medical eolleges. 

What is the proper office of a medical journal? Undoubtedly it is 
to be the medium of communication between the members of the 
profession. Such a medium is now recognized as essential to the 
progress of every science and every art. It stimulates to active effort, 
not only in research, by the constant attrition of minds engaged in a 
pursuit, but to the practical application of principles and newly 
discovered facts. It performs in this respect, to the profession at large, 
the same pffice that a local organization does to the few, being the 
medium of mutual improvement and encouragement. The advantages 
of a medical journal to the general practitioner, who has to grapple 
with the stubborn facts of every- day practice, are incalculable. They 
have not unfrequently contributed to his immediate success, by givins 
him timely information of new and important discoveries. Many ^ 
the most valuable methods of practice introduced to the knowledge of 
the profession within the last five, and in some cases, even ten years, 
have not found a place, as yet, m practical treatises, but must be 
studied in the original journal where the paper first appeared. It is 
indeed, a common remark that the physician who keeps pace with the 
improvements in his art, must be a careful student of medical peri- 
odicals. 

Again, the medical journals fulfill another, and not less important 
mission. They elevate the tone of professional morality ; they cultivate 
M just and Jibeial criticism; and finally, they establish a. higher standi 
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ard of attainments. In this view, we welcome the apj^eftntnoe of aew 
and well oonducted periodicals in distant localities, and regard them 
not only as evidences of the progress of legitimate medicine, hat as 
safeguards against the hickerings of individuals and the. encroachments 
of quackery. And we take this occasion to urge upon physicians 
Kving in localities where such publications exist, the duty of sustaining 
them liherally, bpth hy literary and pecuniary contributions. 

Finally, they tend poweiffuily to unite the profession in a common 
brotherhood for the attainment of those rights and privileges, whether 
social or political, which are due to legitimate' medicine. The triumph 
of the British medical .profession in obtaining the enactment of laws 
designed to establish it upon a firm legal basis, is a striking proof of 
the power of medical periodicals to concentrate Its sympathies and 
influences. No country has greater need of such puDlioations than 
ours, and in no country may they exert a more salutary influence. 
With free institutions susceptible of infinite modification, the medical 
profession forming a most respectable element in every community, 
however remote, may wield a power of unlimited extent. This power 
it is the province of the Medical journals of this country to organize 
and concentrate for the accomplishment of such objects as tend to 
elevate and ennoble the profession, and advance the best interests of 
society. — American Medical 7ime». 



A Fact for Medico-legal Science. 

BY SAMUEL R. PERCY, M. D., OF NEW YORK. 

A short time ago I was sent for, to see one of my lady patients. 
She had a baby about four months old. After her confinement with 
this baby, she was up and about the room on the eighth day, attending 
to her two other children, who were very sick with scarlet fever. In 
consequence of this attendance she had not recovered her strength, and 
had the symptoms of prolapsus uteri and ulceration. Upon vaginal 
examination I found congestion and other difficulties, which I proposed 
to treat ; but it was considered best both by her husband and herself 
to postpone the treatment, as on tha next week he would leave home 
to be absent two or three months. On the Monday following, he lefb 
hut she did not call upon me until a week from the day folbwing. 
Upon an examination with the speculum, I found a mass of what T 
supposed to be mucopurulent matter proceeding from the os uteri. 
Wishing to ascertain its character, I immediately examined it with a 
microscope, and was surprised to find that it was semen ; and that it 
contained living spermatozoa, and many dead ones. Communicating 
in a proper way, my discovery, I questioned her as to the time of her 
last intercourse with her husband. It was on the Monday morning 
before leaving, nearly eight and a half days previous. I would stake 
my reputation on her honor. 

Knowing that the zoosperms of the frog are frequently found living 
days after the animals death, and even when it has been frozen, I can 
conceive no reason why human spermatozoa may not retain their- 
vitality for some time, especially when protected by warmth, and placed 
in the situation where nature designed them. But to test this matter^ 
I placed some semeo ia the lower part of a piece o{ me\&\e^^^ iblvb^^ 
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braD€ (fluoli as is frequently used) and tied it, and placed it within the 
▼agina of a mongrel slat ; upon removing it on the sixth day most of 
the zdosperms were- possessed of vitality, though there were many dead 
ones. 

This fact may have an important bearing in a medico-legal way. 
Although the law gives ample margin, public opinion and jealousy look 
upon a pregnancy prolonged beyond the ninth month, as of very 
questionable legality. We here see, however, from fact, the possibility 
of exceeding two hundred and ninety days. 

There are some few physicians who believe that no conception can 
take place unless the semen is thrown by the male directly within the 
OS uteri. It is needless to enter into discubsion on this question, for 
one fact to the contrary is as good as any number to prove its incorreet- 
ness. I can give three cases that have come under my notice within 
the past month, and many others, if necessary, of older date. A 
gentleman, whom I have known for some time, lately showed me his 
penis, which was sore with a herpetic eruption. The urethra terminated 
a little below where the fraenum is in other persons, the gland biilging 
out quite prominently beyond it, and rendering it impossible eitl^^r to 
urinate straight forward, or tbat the semen should be propelled in that 
direction ; a small fold of fraenum also, which appears to be a rudimen- 
tary affair, stretches across the orifice, making it necessary for him to 
be careful in urinating, or the urine returns backwards upon his person^ 
This gentleman has three children, and two of them are like himself. 
I have seen, within the last month, two young females who are 
pregnant, with unruptured hymen. The hymen in both instances is 
dense and perforated, in one instance with two, and in the other with 
three small holes, not larger than a crow's quill. I do not mention 
these as being unique, for there are many on record. 
1^ In view of the late numerous experiments and discoveries of Mante- 
gasza upon the zoosperms of man and other animals, this single fact 
which I have narrated is interesting. — American Medical Times, 



Bapid Labor. 

• SiB,-*-Should you consider the following case sufficiently interesting 
in a medico legal point of view, it will give me pleasure to have it re- 
corded in the pages of The Lancet. 

Very lately I was called to a woman who had given birth to a child. 
On arriving, I found her in bed, and a full-grown child (her second) 
beside her.. Twenty minutes before, she was standing on the floor, 
aware that she was about her full time, but having had no warnings of 
labor. Suddenly she felt '^a cramp in the stomach," and the child 
dropped at her feet. She had no pain after the birth of the child, but 
I found the placenta close to the vulva, though so tightly grasped by 
the vagina that I had some difficulty in extracting it. There was no 
hemorrhage from the ruptured funis, and little or no blood about the 
person of the mother. The woman was young and healthy, and made 
a rapid recovery. 

1 am, Sir, yours, &c., 

S. WOBDSWOBTH FOOLB, M. J), 

SirmiDgham Lying-in Hospital. 



1861. Rapid Labor. Ill 

Sir, — It is witli miiGli pleasure I read tl&e aceonnt of rapid labor con* 
tribnted by Dr. Poole in your last nnmbery and if you think tbe follow* 
ing worthy of a place in your journal, you are welcome to it. 
;r Two years since, I w&s brought to a tailor's wife, about three min* 
utes walk from my residence. She went to bed perfectly well at half- 
past ten P. M. without having any symptoms of approaching labor* 
She slept soundly till two A. M., when a slight pain in the abdomen 
awoke her. Five minutes afterwards, she bad a stronger pain, which 
expelled the foetus. I was then sent for, and on my arrival the child 
had been born ten minutes. The woman being in bed, the funis was 
not lacerated, but the placenta was disengaged, and in the vagina. The 
patient made a good recovery. The child, a large one, was at its full 
time, and to the best of my knowledge, is still alive. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant. 

J. C. B. Smallman, M. B. 



Sir, — I see recorded in your journal two cases of rapid labor; will 
you allow me to mention two which have happened in my experience? 

About eleven years since, while officiating as surgeon to an emigrant 
sliip, I was summoned from the deck to a female passenger who was 
taken in labor. Before I could get to her, or she could be removed to 
the hospital cabin of the ship,' the child was born ; and at the time I 
saw her she was standing with the child (a small one) hanging between 
lier legs. There watf no hemorrhage, and both the mother and child did 
well. 

The other case occured about three years since. I was called 
to a patient residing scarcely a stone's throw of my house, about 
twelve o'clock one night. When I arrived, I was told that she and 
her husband was sitting by the fire, when, without any previous warn- 
ing, both child and placenta were expelled on the hearth-rug. The 
babe was living, and the mother who had been immediately removed to 
bed, recovered without any untoward symptom. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

Henry Taylor, M. B. C. S. 

Inworth. Jan. 1861. 



Sir, — Having read two extraordinary cases of rapid labor reported 
in your journal, — one by Dr. Wordsworth Poole, of Birmingham, and 
the other by Dr. Smallman, of Liverpool,— perhaps you ^will be good 
enough to spare me space to narrate a similar case which happened to 
my own wife. 

On the 4th of October, 185§, my wife retired for the night at eleven 
o'clock. She had not been in bed more than a quarter of an hour when 
she experienced as she said a slight pain in the stomach. I got up to 
procure a light, feeling convinced that her labor was approaching. I 
hurriedly attempted to dress myself for the purpose of calling my groom 
to ride to Canterbury for Mr. Major, a distance of three miles and a 
half, as I had engaged him to attend ; but her pain increasing so much 
and so quickly, she begged me not to leave her. I then called my ser- 
vant-maid to run for the nurse, who was then living not more than 
three hundred yards off; but before she and the servant arrived, I had 
the infant nearly dressed — a fine boy, who is now running aloue« TIm 
whole proeest of labor, inolading the expulsion oi l^i^ ^\vi«u\ak^ ^^ 
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voder a quarter of an lionr by mj watcli ; and my wife bad no nnfa- 
yorable symptom of any kind and was ap at the end of a fortnight as 
tboQgh nothing had occurred. She has many times told me that she 
did not know what labor was. Her age at that time was thirty-nine. 
With her first child, id 1857, she was not more than one hoVir in labor, 
from the commencement to the termination. I think it right also to 
mention that the length of the funis of the second child was four feet 
two inches. 

I am, Sir, yours imly 

Geo. Selwyn Morris, D., M. M. B. C. S. 



Sir, — The attention of your readers having been directed to the 
aboYe subject, by reports of cases in the late numbers of your journal, 
leads me to believe that the following case, from its medico-legal 
bearing, may not be unworthy of record: — 

On the 22d ultimo I was summoned in great haste to a patient, who 
liad requested me to attend in her confinement. The messenger 
informed me that the child was born. On arrival at the house, I found 
the patient in bed, and the placenta just expelled. A binder having 
been applied, I received the following account of the circumstances of 
the case : — She had been moving about as usual through the day, and 
feeling some pain in the back and belly, took haliP an ounce of castor 
oil, believing that she was three weeks from the time of her delivery. 
It was her first child, her age being about twenty-eight. Soon after 
taking the oil she felt an inclination to go to stool, but voided nothing. 
This was repeated two or three times, the patient going each time to 
an open privy. On the last occasion she felt something, come from her, 
and hearing the child cry, called for assistance. Her mother and 
others were at hand, and soon removed the> patient to bed, while the 
ehild was extricated from its uncomfortable birth-place. The funis 
was ruptured about eight inches from the foBtal abdomen, and little or 
no haemorrhage had occurred. A wafm bath caused it to cry vigorously 
and, although of small size, it appeared at or near the full period. It 
aurvived about forty eight hours. 

Had this patient been unmarried or of doubtful character, and the 
child dead, I leave your readers to conclude what the inference might 
have been, and what the result of a coroner's inquiry. 

I aiB; Sir, your obedient servant, 

Geo. B. Barnes. 

Dukinfield January, 1861. 



Sir, — Apropos of the interesting cases of Bapid Labor contributed 
to your journal is the following, which occurred in my practice 
several years ago : — 

Mrs. H , residing in Deptford, sent for me at seven a. m., and 

stated that, though she had no pains, she had a slight discharge, and 
she Celt sure that labor was approaching. When it came on, she said 
there would be no time to send for any one, as in her previous labor 
the pain which brought the child into the world only awoke her. I had 
been with her but a few minutes, and while she was relating her case, 
a. very severe and prolonged pain came on, allowing us scanty time to" 
jgv^ her on tbe bed, and expelled the child and placenta. Bat the pain 
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slie suffered from severe utericee contractions for an hour or so after- 
ward was equal in intensity to any labour. 

Yours, &e,f J. J. Crioeeit, M. D. 
Rotherlutlie, January, 1861. London Lancet, 



Inyersion of the Uterus. 

As the subject of tbe inversion of the uterus occupies considera'blo 
space in the two last numbers of the Medical Times, and it being one 
that ought to be understood by the young practitioners as well as the 
old, I ask permission to relate a single case, which will embrace all 
the experience I have had in a practice ef over forty years. 

About seven years ago, I attended a young lady, in labour with her 
second child. The action of the uterus was slow, and for some tii^^ 
inefficient. After the birth of the child, I waited a suitable time for 
the spontaneous expulsion of the placenta. I then siezed the cord, 
made a gentle, oscillatory motion, as had been my custom in many 
cases ; also gently pulling by the cord. I found, to my great surpi^ise, 
that the placenta, womb, and all had slipped through the vagina ; the 
uterus was completely inverted, with the placenta adhering all over the 
fundus. As this was the first and only case that ever occurred in my 
practice, I had not much to guide me in its management. I separatfed 
the placenta, which was very soft and tender, with my hand, being 
careful to remove every particle of it. The uterus, in its inverted 
state, Telt like very soft silk or velvet, and was perfectly round in shape. 

I returned the uterus by making a dimple or indentation at the fundus 
with the ends of the fingers brought together ; and finally with the 
hand in a conical form, made gentle and firm pressure, not withdrawing 
the hand till the uterus was in its natural place, and every inequality 
of the internal surface removed. This patient, after being confined the 
usual time by child-bed sickness, recovered witheut any bad effects or 
inconvenience, and afterwards was the mother of other children. 

In regard to the causes of this case of inversion, my impressions 
were, at the time of the occurrence of the accident, that the labour 
being somewhat protracted, reduced, in the first place, ihe strength and 
elasticity of the uterus itself, as well as the adjacent paints ; then the 
inversion was produced by the weight of the placenta attached to the 
fundus, together with the pulling by the cord, although less force was 
practiced in this than in many other cases. These circumstances 
combined might have been sufficient cause for the inversion and 
displacement of the organ. — American Medical Times, 



&upture of the ITtenu During Labor. 

BY J. H. WARREN, M. D., DORCHESTER. 

Mrs. Oolley, aged about forty years, Irish, of sanguine temperament, 
was attacked, in her second labor, at 2, A. M., Bee. 7th, 1860, with 
very severe pains, which continued until the 9th, when I was called 
very early in the morning. Upon inquiry, I found that the rupturt 
of the membranes had taken place soon after the commencement of the 
labor pains. The quantky of the liquor amnii was vei^ V^ax%<^^ V^^'^^'^ 
by the Mmount upon ihe bed clothing and fLooi« l^^ti «iL»»i\\i%)afnK 
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I fouDd a natural head presentation. About 10, A. M:, as tlie pains 
diminished and the patient was inclined to doze, I left her to make 
other calls. At 3, P. M., I again visited her, and found her in very 
severe pain, and was told that she vomited just before I eame in. 
^he pains continued to increase in severity up to 6, P. M., without any 
advancement of the child, and on the access of a very violent pain, 
accompanied with vomiting, she said she felt something '*give way." 
The pains greatly diminished, and gradually ceased ; but the vomiting 
continued until she began to doze again. I now desired a consultation, 
when my friend Dr. Cushing was called. We decided to turn and 
deliver by the feet, which was readily done. Owing to a malformatioa 
of the pekis, we had recourse to craniotomy, and delivery was acoom- 
plighed, but not until the size of the head was diminisiied to that of 
the fist. 

The antero-posterior diameter of the pelvis was 2^ inches ; lateral 
tranverse, 3^ inches. This malformation of the pelvis was;itill further 
augmented by the linea ileo-pectinea in transversing the pubes forming 
a very sharp prominence. After delivery, the patient seemed much 
exhausted, with nausea and vomiting of a substance like dark coffee- 
grounds. To produce uterine contraction, the hand was introduced, 
and a rent was found sufficient to allow the passage of the hand through 
the opening, so that the fingers were very easily felt througl^ the 
abdominal parietes. The rupture was in the anterior portion of the 
uterine neck and os, and rather obliquely upon the left side. 

Treatment. — Sol. sulph, morphia was ordered to be taken freely. 
When we left the patient, the pulse was about 50 per minute, with 
much exhaustion and cold extremities, and little hopes were entertained 
of her recovery. 

Dec. 10. — I found the pulse 70; the countenance had a cadaverous 
expression. The abdomen was as large as before the delivery. She 
continued to vomit a dark Quid. The morphia was continued, and the 
following external application was made to the bowels: ]^. Tr. opii, 3 ij. 
tr. saponis c, ^i. ; ol. terebinth., 3 ij- ; ol. camphorat., 3i. j aqua 
Cologni, 3 iv. M. 

11th. — Countenance much flushed ; pulse 98. Acute metritis has 
set in, with its customary amount of fever. A hard mass, giving a 
gelatinous impression to the hand, as of coagulated blood, was felt in 
the epiga:3tric region. Vomiting of the same dark fluid, intermixed 
with purulent-looking bodies. 

12th. She still has pain in uterus and abdomen ; pulse 110, thread- 
like, or the peculiar pulse which generally accompanies peritonitis. 
Vomiting continues. The bowels move freely — the evacuations of a 
dark' bilious character. 

13th. — Pulse 90 ; fever and inflammation somewhat abated in sever- 
ity. Same treatment continued. Has vomited twice since my visit 
yesterday. 

14th. — Pulse 88, more regular; tongue still coated with a light 
brown coat. Ordered castor oil, one ounce. 

15. — Pulse 85 ; less fever and inflammation ; the hard mass in the 
epigastric region diminishing ; has slight discharges from the vagina, 
containing some pus. Oil operated. 

16th, — She is in a moist perspiration; pulse 80, CoBtiaue the 
bsndage, with 4 napkin wet in external ap]^\\ca,i\ou. 
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17th.— -eontiDnes to improre ; pmlae 7^ nmtwtml. Aika 
to eat ; toast- water and gmel giTon. 

19tii. — ^Mnch improred ; site up ten minntts in bed. 

23d. — Sits np thirty minutea in bed. Takes beef-tea^ toasted bread 
and tea. 

2d{h. — Up in a chair. Grood appetite ; takes broths and porter or ale. 

30th. — Feeb well, she says, except a slight coagh. 

Thirteen months previons to this confinement, I attended her with 
the first child, which was delivered by turning and craniotomy. This 
ease will illastrate how much nature is capable of doing in the process 
^ef recovery, with the aid of little medicine. Accidents of this kind 
seldom do well, but cases are on record of patients recovering from 
them and subsequently giving birth to living children ; they are very 
rare, however. — Bo'tUm Medical JuumcU. 



Surgical Operatioii for Tesico-Tagin&l Fistula. 

BY EZRA p. BSNNETT, M. D,, OF DANBURT, CONNECTICUT. 

Last summer my son, Dr, Wm. C. Bennet. removed through the 
vagina, a large calculus from a lady in an adjoiniDg town. The stone 
was of the size of a large hen's egg, and consequently the opening in 
the bladder was correspondingly large. The opening did not heal, 
and in this we were not disappointed. About three weeks ajto, I 
operated upon her for the closure of this fistulous opening, and with 
complete success. The simple, interrupted suture of silver was used, 
six or seven being introduced. On the eight day the wires were 
removed, and complete union was found to have taken place, In just 
two weeks she went hosie as tight as a bottle, and as happy as she well 
could be. It has been suggested that the better way in such cases 
would be to remove the calculus, and then close the wound imniodi- 
ately by the sutures, but I do not think such a procedure advisable, 
for two reasons. 1st. The mucus coat of the bladder in this case was 
much ulcerated, and would not probably have united. 2d. IJy 
waiting, the opening becomes much smaller, and the parts healthy, 
and the chance of success, therefore, much greater. In perfecting this 
operation. Dr. Sims has conferred a great blessing on gfuffering human- 
ity, and I regret to see that any one should for a moment so far forget 
himself »s to wish to rob him of one iota of his well-earned fame. 
Although improvenents may be made in the mode of operation, the 
principle is Dr. Sim's, and his alone. I am not, however, at proflent 
disposed to Admit that any real improvement has been made over Dr. 
Sims at all. Honor to whom honor is due. — American Medical Times, 



A Case of Forpora Hsdmorrhagica. 

BY W. H. BUTLER M. D. EAST SAGINAW. 

In the March number of the Buffalo Medical Journal^ for 1859, Vol. 
14, p. 592, I reported a case of this disease, which was preceded by a 
scurfy desquamation, (in that case on the neck,) k circumstance, I 
think, not generally mentioned by medical writers. I have uon« 1q x^« 
port another case, occurring in a female child, five moTi\\i% oV^, -s^Vx^ 
commBBced in like manner. The ohild had beea btougYk.^ ui^ QU V)a.% 
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bottle ; the mother, a pale and rather delicate woman, neyer once hay- 
ing been able to nurse it. It was pale and feeble from birth, no food 
agreeing with it, but a fe^r days at a time. Its principal sustenance 
Md been arrow-root boiled in water ; cow's milk in any form disagreed, 
and had to be abandoned. 

Dr. J. B. White, of (Saginaw City, whose patient it was, called me to 
see it, September 20th, when it was suffering, as it had been almost 
from birth, with diarrhoea and vomiting, and was also teething. A few 
days after my first visit it cut its first central incisor en the loWer jaw, 
and the others seemed to be rapidly coming forward. Yerions reme- 
dies were unavailingly tried for the diarrhoea, which vacillated between 
better and worse, until October 3d, when it was remarked that the 
child had a scurfy eruption under the right ear, involving part of the 
neck and check, and that it had purple spots on th^ feet. I saw the 
child on the fourth, and had no que^tion of the nature of the difficulty. 
Spots were on the feet, legs, back, arms and head. 

Dr. White, the day before, as a dernier resort, had lanced the gums 
over one or two of the teeth, and the cut surface had bled considerably 
during the afternoon and night; for this tannin and nit. silver, had 
been applieji in vain. Blood had also flowed from the vagina. At the 
time of lancing the gums, the purple spots had not been observed. — 
Suggested gallic acid internally, with perchloride of iron to the gums, 
brandy and such other nourishment as had been used, rice-water, corn 
starch, &c. It was impossible for the child to keep anything down 
more than a few moments, and only by the most assiduous care of the 
mother was it kept alive ; for to this source we must attribute its length- 
ened existence. Death came October 7th ; it was then five months 
and two days old. We were not permitted to make a post mortem to 
determine whether the spleen or kidneys were affected, as in other ca- 
ses, but we noticed externally spots pn both feet near the ankle, an 
inch or more in size ; these were of blue, with a purplish tinge. Quite 
a large one across the back by <ihe shoulder-blades, another near the 
hips'; the centre of the latter had a bright-red look. The abdomen 
was thickly interspersed with pale freckly-appearing spots, from the 
size of a pin's head to an eighth of an inch in diameter. There were 
also spots on the left side of the head and under right knee, The spots 
of effused blood were ratiier limited in number, and none were of much 
extent It has never been my lot to see so peculiar a corpse ; it had 
the cold, bloodless look of the whitest marble ; even the margins of the 
lids and lips had the same white look that strikes you as the most un- 
natural part about a marble statue. Every portion save the occasional 
spots, bore more the look of art, than either animate or inanimate hu- 
man flesh. — American Medical Review, 



American Medical Association. — The fourteenth annual meeting 
of the American Medical Association will be held, in Metropolitan 
Hall, city of Chicago, commencing on the fint Tuesday in June next. 

Each regularly organized Medical Society is entitled to send one 
delegate for every ten of its members; and each Medical College is 
entitled to two delegates. It is desired that the names of delegates 
should be forwarded to the undersigned, as soon after their appoint* 
ment as practicable. H. A. Johnson, Assistant Secratary. 

— Medieal and Surgical jRqfforter* 
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Pathology and Treatment of Diseases of Henstroation. 

BT ALFRED B, ^UOKEB, M. D., Si^TANNAH, GA. ' 

There is probably no class of diseases whicli so completely and 
continually baffle Ibe skill of the physician as those named at the 
head of this article. The remedies usecf are those supposed to possess 
an ihfluence oyer the uterus ; and menstruation itself is looked upon as 
a physiological function of the womb, no practical attention being paid 
to the cause of the discharge, though physiology has left no doubt as 
to the relation existing between the various parts of the proereatire 
system. 

Now, it is an acknowledged fact, that the ovaries are the organs 
mainly concerned in the function, the womb itself having no more 
influence on it than the bladder has upon the function of the kidney, 
though we would not be understood as asserting that the womb is like 
the bladder, merely an outlet for the secretion. The secretion takes 
place in the uterus ; but, as I say, in another place, it is merely the 
result of a reflex act, originating in the ovaries. At each recurrence of 
the twenty eighth day, an ovum matures and bursts, and synchronous 
with this the menstrual flow takes place. It is purely a reflex act ; 
why it should follow the maturation of the ovum, of course we cannot 
tell any more than we can account for the effusion of the bile or 
pancreatic juices upon the presence of chyme in the intestines. But 
it is nevertheless true ; and before puberty, at which time the matura- 
tion of the ova flrst takes place, menstruation does not occur; and 
after this maturation ceases to be effected, menstruation ceases. 

Again : this bursting of the ova does not take place during either 
pregnancy or lactation, as a general rule, nor does menstruation occur 
daring the same periods. 

If abortion should occur, it does so. at a regular recurrence of the 
menstrual period, unless such miscarriage should be the result of 
traumatic causes. And labor, unless brought on by the last mentioned 
eauses, occurs at the end of 280 days, which is a multiple of 28, the 
regular period of menstrual return. 

Again : menstruation, abortion and regular labor, are accompanied 
by severe pain in the back, near the seat of the ovaries, and I think, 
it could be reasonably shown to be ovarian pain ; but my limits will 
not permit me to enter upon a proof of this. 

If the above premises are correct, I think there is little difficulty in 
reducing the diseases to a rational plan of treatment. And I claim 
that the true seat of disease in menstrual difficulties is to be found in 
the ovartesy and they should be the object of attack in our treatment. 

Now we have the disease of menstruation of three kinds, amenorrhoea 
djsmsnorrhoea, and menorrhagia, and leaving out of view those caused 
by malformation, and requiring surgical inteference, we shall treat 
them all as a class, merely looking upon the various conditions of the 
ovaries in there pathology as causing these various diseases, according 
to circumstances and laws which we cannot comprehend. Nor is this 
tssnmption surprising or untenable, when we remember that opposite 
conditions produce the same effects, in other organs, that anaemia and 
plethora both produce delirium, and that both produce^ ^om^Xivti;^^^^ 
eoma, and sometimes insamtj, according to clicum^taneee^ ^^\» iii^ 
eknuot eompnb'ead, 
8 
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Wc recoprnize, tben, two conditiona of the ovaries as gf^ing rise to 
menstrual disease, congestion and ansemia, sthenic and asthenic cansea. 
And just in proportion as these conditions obtain, we have one or the 
other of the diseases of menstruation. For example, a woman dnring 
the period of menstruation gets her feet wet, and the discharge 
suddenly ceases ; she has fever, a full, strong pulse, and hot skin, all 
evidencing congestion somewhere, and which, from the history of the 
case, we readily place in the ovaries. Congestion or hyperaemia thus 
produces suppressed menstruation : or the attack may not proceed so 
fkr, and with the generation of great pain, you have dysmenorrhoea 
developed in future attacks. No^, a plethoric female, in whom we see 
the evidences of hyperaemia, has monorrhagia ; so that too much blood 
in the ovaries may produce any of the three disorders of menstruation. 
It is equally true of anaemic causes. The chlorotic girl has ansemia 
and amenorrhoea ; or she may have dysmenorrhea ; and it is frequently 
the case that profhise menstruation may be traced to an anaemic condi- 
tion of the system. 

Now, these opposite conditions, in producing these diseases, are 
merely analogous to diseases produced in other organs. A certain 
amount of blood is necessary to stimulate the nervous system to action ; 
^ if there is too much, it seems to clog, as it were the action, if teo little, 

it does not stimulate enough. Whatever may be the true explanation, 
the fact is undeniable. 

We reduce, then, the diseases of menstruation to these two classes 
of causes — anaemic and hyperaemic. Another fact, frequently men- 
tioned, and bearing directly upon this bubject, I shall barely notice ; 
if is the analogy between the ovaries of the female and the tedcles of 
the male. 

The treatment which T would propose, is easily deduced from the 
pathological view given. It is merely on general principles, relieving 
congestion by the means ordinarily recommended, and overcoming 
anaemia by the drugs commonly used. 

There is, however, at least one remedy, which seems to have a direct 
action upon the ovaries, and which I have used in a few cases in the 
last six months ; it is Ivpuh'n, Now, this remedy has a good effect in 
the male, when used for nocturnal emissions ; it was recommended for 
this purpose, several years ago, by Br. Wm. Byrd Page, of Philadel- 
phia, in whose hands it had proved a potent remedy. Acting upon 
this fact, I used the remedy in hopes it would quiet the ovaries as 
effectually as it did the testes. We would not be understood as saying 
that the same kind of excitement exists in both sexes. The bestial 
passion in the one, haa, we rejoice to believe, no place in the purer 
minded sex, but is merely a disease, beyond the power of her mind or 
thoughts. I found the effect was the same, and have never found 
any remedy control the diseases of menstruation more effectually 
than this. 

The principles on which this was determined, would point to 
cantharides as being useful, in cases of anaemia, amenorrhoea, or men- 
orrhagia. I have, however, no experience with this remedy, though I 
believe it would bo found efficacious. 

One practical result is worth a hundred theories, and I will give 
two or tiuree eaaea; in which I have followed the thoughts here aug- 
geated. 
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Case 1. During tl^ past sammer, a young lady applied to me/with 
menorrhagia ; she said she had never been regular, menstruating 
every fourteen days for seven days, thus being free from the discharge 
but fourteen days in the twenty-eight. It was this case which first 
started me in the train mentioned in this article. I determined to try 
lupuliu and gave the following pills : 

^ Valletta Carb. IronJ _ . ^^ ... 

S\g. Oue three times daily. 

The second dose stopped the discharge, a result that could not' be 
attributed to the iron and must have been due to the lupulin. The 
prescription was continued, with the adirtion merely of a grain of 
rhubarb, to obviate the constipation produced by the lupulin. 

At the recurrence of the fourteenth day, she was affected witih all 
of the symptoms of tnenstruation, except discharge, pain in the loins 
being, as usual, a prominent symptom. An injection of «tarch and 
laudanum was used, which quieted the symptoms, and the period passed 
without any discharge. 

Fourteen days thereafter, being 28 days from the commencement 
of the treatment, the medicine was discontinued (to enable nature to 
accomplish the routine) for six days and again commenced. As the 
result of treatment, she is now perfectly well, and has never had any 
recurrence of the disease. 

Case 2. A negro woman, of this city, miscarried four weeks ago, 
and is now suffering from profuse menstruation, with violent pains in 
the back, about the lumbar region. Ordered — 

5r Lupulin, 9V. ' 
Div. in Pulv., iv. 
One ever J 3 hours. 

The next morning her pains were relieved, and she was better ; but 
later in the day, owing to the cessation of the medicine, the pains 
returned, with more profuse discharge. 

5r Lupulin, gi. 

Sugar of Lea'J, gr8.jV, Make iv. powders. 
One every three hoars. 

I confess I gave the sugar of lead with no confidence in its powers,^ 
but rather in deference to the prescribed ideas of the profession. The 
nediciue relieved the pain, checked the discharge, and in four days 
she was well. 

Having offered these suggestions to a professional friend in this city, 
he offered to give it a trial in a case of dysmenorrhoea, then under hid 
eharge. The directions were not carried out by the patient, the 
medicine not being persisted in long enough ; but even with this draw- 
back, I learn the pain was very materially lessened at the next period. 
This case was the result of wet feet, during the flow of the menses. 

In a case of threatened abortion, in which the pains were decided, 
and especially lumbar or ovarian, I used lupulin giving 10 grains. 
The pains immediately ceased, and the miscarriage was prevented. 

I have thus barely alluded to this subject, and have left many links 
in the chain to be filled: up by the profession. I commend the subject 
to them as worthy their attention, and if I shall be in any way iusttvL- 
mental in relieving the sufferings of those who are the \)eU^t i^^x\i ^t 
ow Kfioe, I Mm amptjr repaid for my labor.— SauanaaK Jour. 0/ Med» 
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A Statistical View of Operatioiui on the Tongue, and more 
ia Xefinrenee to their Sanger from Hemorrhage. 

BT OTTO JUST, JR.. M. D., OF ZITTAtJ.. 

Dr. Ju8t dirides the different methods of remoYiDg the tongue into 
the followiDg groups : A. Operations with a knife. 1. Amputation 
or partial excision. 2. Aropatation bj flap-incision, or "wedge-like 
excision. 3. Total .amputation or extirpation. B. Ligature. C. 
Ecrasement lineaire. D. Cavterizaiion, 1. By the actual canter j, 
galvanocaustic. 2, By the potential cautery. 

A. OperQtioni wiih the knife. 1. Amputation, — Pr. Just has 
collected thirty-three cases of partial remoyal of the tongue for carci- 
noma, and sixteen for hypertrophy, , To render the organ more 
accessible to the knife, as well as to ligature the vessels with more 
facility, it should be fixed by forceps, or by a stout ligature carried 
through its entire thickness. When the incisions have to extend 
toward the base of the 'tongue, on account of the small space we have to 
operate in, the procedure becomes more difficult and the arrest of 
l^emorrhage is not so easy. In these cases more room can be gained 
by slitting open the cheek of the affected side, or by drawing out the 
tongue through an aperture in the neck, or by sawing through the 
symphysis of the lower jaw. These methods will, however, be unnec- 
essary if the lingual arteries be previously ligated. 2. Wedge-Uhe 
excinon, — Under this head arc mentioned twelve cases of cancer, one of 
telangietasis, and eleven of hypertrophy. 3. Extirpation. The author 
consiaers this operation justifiable when the whole of the tongue is 
diseased. Of three cases, one recovered. 

Methods of stopping the hemorrhage, — The following means were 
employed for the arrest of hemorrhage, in sixty-two cases in which it is 
mentioned : In 26 cases, ligature of the vessels in the wound ; in 2, 
ligature en 7iMLSse]in 7, prophylactic ligature of the lingual artery; ia 
7, the actual cautery ; in 6, ice and cold water; in 7, suture of the edges 
of the wound after flap-incision ; in 3, styptics ; in 1, bleeding sponta- 
neously stopped. Ligature of the arteries in the wound is the safest 
method, and has never been followed, when employed alone, by 
secondary hemorrhage. The actual cautery, cold or styptics should 
be restricted to slight cases. Secondary hemorrhage \ensued rather 
frequently when the actual cautery had been applied. Suture of the 
edges of the wound is unsafe, for in three-seventb of the cases it was 
followed by secondary bleeding. Ligature of the lingual artery above 
the hyoid bone should only be resorted to when the base of the tongue 
is diseased and the mouth of large size ; two of these cases died of 
pyemia. . 

Period of recovery, — The most rapid recoveries took place when 
sutures had been used after excision of a * wedge shaped piece; in 
sixteen of these cases, fourteen united in ft>om six to fourteen days. 
After amputation in general, it required from twelve days to four weeks. 
The cases treated by sawing through the symphysis took from one to 
two months* 

Result, — Eight of sixtv* eight cases terminated fatally, being llf per 
cent. In five cases death resulted from pyaemia. 
B, Removal hy Ligature, — Nineteen cases are quoted of ligature 
£br oMDoer, and eaven for hypertrophy *, and two of these ended fatally, 
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ODe'from py»mia, and one from poisoning by the offensive discharge. 
This method is troublesome and disgusting from the Tery fetid 
discharge^ occasioning the patient great misery. Gangrene commences 
in about twenty ^four hours after the application of the ligature, and 
on an average eleven days are required for the separation of the mass. 
The wound left after the detachment of the slough will heal generally 
in about fourteen days. Hemorrhage occurred in three instances, 
twice ftom too early -a .eeparation of the ligature, and once from the 
wound made for the passage of the thread. 

C. — Amputation by meant of ecraserhent lineaire. — The ecraseur has 
answered an excellent purpose in removal of the tongue, hemorrhage 
being effectnally prevented when the instrument is made t6 act slowly. 
Twenty-one cases were treated by this method, and all recovered, the 
period of oonvalesence averaging three weeks. 

Amputation hy mean» of the cautery, \, By the yahanic cautery. — 
Eight cases come under this head, hemorrhage attending four. The 
vesaels required ligatioh in the wound twice, and once after previous 
ligation of the lingual artery- Secondary hemorrhage followed in about 
one* third of the cases. To prevent bleeding, the wire should be thick, 
the galvanic current weak, and the wire of the loops should not be 
heated beyond a black heat. 2. Extirpation of the whole tongue hy the 
means of the potential cautery, — One case only is given, in which the 
organ was destroyed by means of chloride of zinc. 

The author has collected seventy-two cases of eaneer of the tongue, 
in forty-nine of which the subjects were males, in twenty- three females ; 
the frequency in males being pretty nearly in the ratio of five to two. 
Id sixty-three cases the age is noted, showing that it occurs most 
frequently between forty and sixty years. In fifty-fi?e cases the seat 
of the disease was, in seven, the tip of the tongue ; in nine, the whole 
breadth of the organ ; in nineteen, the right; and in twenty, the left 
side. In seventy-two cases there were eighteen recurrences ; but the 
number is too small; as mangr of the cases were published soon after 
the operation. 

To sum up the different methods of treatment, we find that the knife 
18 eepeoially adapted for removing small portions near the' tip of the 
organ { the ligature has but one advantage, that of preventing hemor- 
rhage, and the ecraseur has shown more favorable results than those of 
the knife. — Schmidt* $ Jahrbucher^ and London Medical Review. 



In&mous Quackery, 

The following is taken from the Medical and Surgical Reporter^ and 

is one of those cases of infamous imposition that puts the D 1 in the 

background, where his Satanic Majesty is seen peering over the shoulder 

of his great competitor in crime, and ally in "fool-killing." Why is 

not **Br6ther ''s" name given that we might "wallow him in the 

mire," with his appropriate associates. How long is the "sacred desk" 

to be disgraced by such hell deserving scamps, who do not fear to 

insult the Supreme Ruler of the Universe. 

«*Inpamoub QiTAOKBRy."— Quackery losed none ol U^ m^M^^xi^^* 
Tkera h no elasB e£ men who exhibit such a fertility o? ^x^e^VetLXja^ 
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inyolviog such a total depravity of moral sense, as tHofie wlio engage 
iti the unholy business of manufacturing and making a market for 
quaok medicines. Some time since we referred to tbetoase in Williams- 
Durgb, New York, of a quack who, assuming the title of a min* 
ister of Righteousness, actually publishes a reh'piou$ newspaper 
with a namo (not his own) with "D, D.," appended to it as editor, who 
in leading editorials, piously speaks of the benefactionfi conferred ob 
the human race by bountifiil Providence in the shape of "Broth- 
er s" wonderful medical discovery, while other portions of the 

quasi "religious" paper is filled up with selected religious articles I 

In the American Journal of Pharmacy^ the editor speaks, as follows, 
of a case which illustrates the infamous character of this class of men : 

"It is said of some poisons, that when taken in an overdose, the 
«mesis they excite proves the safety of the subject. So of quaokerj. 
In some of its forms it is so selfevidently false and disgusting that 
all reasonable persons will at once reject its assaults. Our attention 
was recently called by a friend to a handbill from a quack of this genn^, 
purporting to be a "veil Doctor," with astonishing natural powers. 
After various statements of his ability, he has the assurance to declare 
that he appeared before the National Medical Convention of 1860 at 
Washington, for the revisipn of the Pharmacopoeia and demonstrated his 
remarkable powers. He then refers for information to a list of names 
of physicians and pharmaceutists of New York and Philadelphia, 
among Uie rest our own, who were there in attendance, and which he 
probably extracted from the preface of the U. S. Pharmacopoeia. It 
need hardly be said that the whole .affair is false, and that the use of 
names in this manner, for a false pretence, would subject the rascal to 
legal action und^r the proposed new law of Pennsylvania." 



A Case of Dislocated Os Homeros, Of Eleven Years and Teu and a 

Half Months, saccessfdlly Eedaced. 

BY WM. H. HUBBARD, M. D,, GRAVESEND, L. I., KINGS COUNTY, N. T, 

Mr. Edward Tunstall was born September 8th, 1787, at Beinford, 
England ; was injured in September, 1848, on the Liverpool and Man- 
ohestfr Bailroad, by falling on the platform of Hayton Station. Hav- 
ing for a long time been afiicted with rheumatism in the shoulder, no 
attention was given to his case, and without professional advice he re- 
mained in this state and came to America in 1856, and on the 4th of 
August 1860, 1 was called to visit him, and prescribe for him, for an 
attack oi pneumonia. During my investigations, I discovered that the 
shoulder-joint was dislocated upward and inward, under the clavicle, 
knd upon inquiry found the particulars as above stated. I advised the 
old man to have it reduced, as his arm was almost useless ; he had kept 
thjB shoulder-joint without motion, nearly the whole of this long time, 
by use of a sling ; he finally consented and on the 5th August I made 
the trial with Jarvis* adjuster and succeeded in reducing the bone to 
its natural positson, to the joy of himself and friends, and to my great 

- satisfaction. It is nearly six months since the reduction. He has the 
use of his arm as well as ever, except he says it is not as strong as the 
other. His residence is with his son, in the village of Greenfield, near 

FJatbuab, Kinga County, N. Y.-— American Medical Bisview* 
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The Next Meeting of the Ohio State Hedical Society Changed from 

the 11th to 25th of June. 

Cincinnati, March 25th, 1861.. 

Editors of Medical and Surgical News :-^I have been directed 
by the President, H. S. Cotiklin, to announce, through the medical 
journals of the state, that the officers and the Executive Committee 
have changed the time of the next meeting of the Ohio State Medical 
Society, from the second Tuesday, the 11th, to the fourth Tuesday^ ^ 

25th of June. 

• * 

I have also been directed to state the following, as the reasons which 
induced the change. ' 

First. The American Medical Association meets this year in 
Chicago in the early part of June : — hence it would be next te im- 
possible, for gentlen^n to attend that meeting and our State Society on 
the 11th. 

Second. Owing to some improvements which the propriptor, Mr. 
Wilson, is making at the Ohio White Sulphur Springs, it would be 
inconvenient for him to entertain the Society on the 25th. 

An official announcement, by a circular to each member, will be 
made in a few days. Respectfully, 

W. W, Dawson. 



EDITOEIAL DEPAETMENT. 



Errata. — In the last number of the **Nows," were a number of 
errors, some of which were of some importance. Among others in the 
address of Dr. Mcllvaine, Brahe was put for Bailly in the reference 
to the hero-philosopher of France. Although much care is employed 
in reading our proof sheets, we find it almost impossible to keep out 
errors. * 



Our Bills. — As a result of sending out our bills, for the past and 
present year, we are happy to say, we are in a fair way to receive our 
juit dues. Some men are supposed to receive their ^^just dueSj^* when 
hung; others in various modes of punishment; and the doctor when 
compelled to swallow his own medicine ; we wish it distinctly under- 
stood that, we have no use, just now, for medicine, punishment of any 
kind, or hangin&| ; but desire the names of good physicians who would 
be willing to locate beside some unfeeling, unprincipled, and, perhaps, 
unqualified doctors, who refuse to pay for the Newt after having fed 
upon it for twelve months. 



Up to time. — To keep up with time requires an amount of vigilaqoe 
and industry, that will in the end add to our wealth and ha^i^\u^w^.^ 
hut deatsoy man/ gfthe Seetiog pleasures by the ^a^a\^^« 
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Aeademy of Hedieine. 

Yaccination still occupies the attention of this society. As we haye 
already givQn oar readers a pretty large installment of discussions 
npoti ifbat subject^ and a9 we do 'not desire to carry it ad nameaniy we 
omit publishing any proqe^ding^ in this number. If,^ howerer, at any 
Bubsequent meetings, any new facts^ on that head, should be elicited 
ihat we should deem of interest, we will make a note of them. 

At the meeting Monday evening, March 25th, Dr. Brunei finished 
reading Part 1st, of a series of papers upon vaccination and inoculation. 
One point that he made we will -mention, namely ; that after exposure 
to the contagion of small-pox, inoculation is to be preferred to 
raccination ; for, under those xsircumstances, although the latter will 
take, and run through its regular stages, it will fail to ward off the 
disease ; inoculation, however, will. In proof of his assertion he quoted 
a number of . distinguished physicians, and also related a number of 
cases occurring in his own practice. * 



American Medical Association. — Kemember Jirtt Tuesday in 
June next the Association will meet in Chicago ; business important, 
and the arrangements for the accomodation of members, delegates, and 
visitors, will be such as to render satisfaction. See card of Dr. H. 
A. Johnsonf Assistant Secretary, on another page. 



Ohio StaM Medical Society,— ^We call attention to the notiee 
given by Dr. W. W. Dawson, Secretary of the Society, to be found on 
another page. The change in time of meeting from the eleventh to the 
twenty fifth of June will, no doubt, meet the approbation of all inter- 
ested. The reasons given for the change are good and sufficient, and 
we have no doubt the Society will be much more fully attended in 
consequence. Remember the place of meeting is one of the most 
attractive in the State. 



Lancet and Observer. 

We hope the readers of the Medical and Surgical JNfetcSj will pardon 

us for stepping aside from our usually pacific course for the purpose 

of correcting our neighbors, and, perhaps, before we ^ind up, chastising 

them in accordance with their just merits. The following was written 

for our March number, but having a strong desire to keep out of 

Editorial broils, we afterwards concluded to pursue a different course 

in hopes that some mistake had occurred. — ^'We are at a lo^s to 

•know why it is that the Editors of this Journal (Lancet and Observer,) 

;' *8eem inclined to misrepresent us; we have reason to believe that we 

/ kie on friendly forms with them, and yet^ occasionally, an article 
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malcea its appearance that would indicate a different state of feeling. 
In the December number) 1860, appeared an article in reference to 
Surgical operations being noticed by newspapers, connecting Prof. 
Blackman and ourself with these <pu£fs.' We called upon Pr. Murphy 
immediately, and requested him to correct the matter, so far as we 
were concerned, which he promised to do in the next issue, but lo it 
came not. But as if determined to add one wrong upon another, in 
the number of the pi^scnt month, (March,) mvf be found the foll6wing 
'Cincinnati Colleob op Medicine and Suegeet. — This school 
had its commencement early in February, at the close of a thiree months 
course of lectures. They claim one hundred and twenty matriculants, 
and we learn that there are about thirty graduates.' The offensive 
part of this article is the Hhree months course of UctureSj* when the 
truth is, the course was one week longer than on any preceding 
occasion. If the Editor who wrote the above had been anxious to 
present the truth to the readers of his Journal, he could have informed 
himself upon the subject, and thereby saved a little trouble, and a 
large amount of bad feeling, for surely the friends of the Gincirinati 
College of Medicine and Surgery, to a man, must fbel indignant at 
such misrepresentation ; and let me tell the gentleman, its friends are 
numerous, and their position in , the medical profession right. 

Now the facts are these, the session commenced on the fifteenth day 
of October, two weeks earlier than usual, and continued regularly, to 
the seventh day of February, without vacation during holidays, making 
a session ofv seventeen weeks, lacking Friday and Saturday of the 
seventeenth week. 

It was the intention to hold an eighteen weeks session, but owing to 
the very great pressure occasioned by the agitated condition of our 
country, the Faculty granted a unanimous petition from the class to 
close on the day above named." 

The different course we determined to pursue alluded to above, was 
to again call Dr. Murphy's attention to these matters of grievance. 
For that purpose we addressed him the following letter. 

Cincinnati, March, 1861. 

Dr. J. A. Murphy — Dear Sir ; I suppose you remember your 
promise to correct a statement made in your Journal of December, or 
January, in reference to Surgical operations being noticed in news- 
papers &c. I presume you forgot to do soj is it too late for such 
correction ? 

I also desire to call your attention to an error in reference to the 
College Session, In the March number you say, '^This school held its 
oommencement early in February at the close of a three months session,** 
&o. I am sorry your information was not derived {toisl ^ ^^xt^^ 
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source, — the session was one of seventeen toeeks lacking two days ; the 
regular course having begun on the 15th October. Please reply. 

Very respectfully, A. H. Baker. 

The aboye letter was handed Dr. M., by the Janitor, who placed it 
in his hands ; he read, said he would make it all right, picked up his 
pen to aoswer, then requested the man to call in the morning for the 
reply, which he did, and. repeatedly after ; but not finding the Doctor 
in, the matter rested, and I felt assured that an honorable notice would 
be taken of the mUtakei^'for such I believed them to be. What then 
must be my surprise to day, (April 6th,) on the arrival of the Lancet 
and Observer, for this month to find the following, — "Some months 
since we mentioned the fact that Dr. Baker of this city, had permitted 
reports- of his operations to be made in the daily newspapers. He 
assures us we were mistaken, and that the report alluded to was without 
his knowledge. He says he supports the code of ethics ; and is 
opposed to publishing reports of cases in the papers. Wc are very 
glad to be corrected." 

Comment, it seems to us is unnecessary, as every unbiassed and 
honorable physician will see at a glance the object that prompts to 
this course ; it is either an attempt to add insult to injury, or a total 
disregard of every principle of justice and honor. 

Dr. D. M. Reese, Editor of the American Medical Gazette, in speaking of 
the Lancet and Observer, makes use of the following significant language. 

''No man's character is safe if such a press is to be tolerated in 
Cincinnati or elsewhere. We do not now marvel at the everlasting 
turmoils in the profession of the Queen City, or the success of the 
Eclectic quackery there." 



Aiding Quacks. 

Editobs op Medical Journals. — To you we have addressed our 
editorials more than once, and desired your aid in routing the army of 
our enemies, but, it seems that the kind of intelligence necessary for 
the profession to be in possession of, is n6t likely to reach them. It is 
well to place before our brethren, who depend upon us for intelligence 
of general interest, those cases of quackery and imposition that come 
under our notice, no matter upon whose head it may fall. But then 
there is another duty we owe to the profession ; it is this, not to give 
''aid and comfort" to those who, by any "hook or crook,'* xahj be 
engaged in doing service to the enemy. We regret that it becomes our 
duty to point out some of our^ cotemporaries who 'jbliq thus engaged. 
No doubt they can plead ignorance, but if so, it is because they have 
overlooked the timeh/ warning of those who have made an effort to 
enlfghteQ them. 
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Wh« would suppose that the Medical and Surgical R^orter^ one of 
our most determined opposers of quackery, would be caught in a trap^ 
and yet it is even so. In the March issue of 1S61, on page 665, we 
find an establishoyent advertised, in a way, that hands it down to 
posterity ; as it is half editorial^ and will be bound in the vol. The house 
thus advertised is the head and front of Echctic and Botanic Drug 
Establishments ; the Depot of Quacks, and the revilers ,pf the Begular 
Profession. -If our friends would look at the **writing upon the wall," 
the ominous, and well understood announcement of ** Union Drug Store, 
and wholesale Dealers in Eclectic Botanic and Standard Medicines^^^ will 
8tare them in the face, and then let them oonstrue the terms Eclectic Kni, 
Botanic .inio their most offensive signification to the Scientific Physi- 
cian, and connect with that signifioatipn the fact that Cincinnati 
is the nest of these systems of quackery, and the matter is fully 
explained. We have refused to advertise for the same establish- 
ment. 

Bat shall we pass other offences, and thus aid in imposing upon the 
people? we allude here to the nostrum business carried on by all 
Druggists; and yet they are patronized by the regular profession; 
and thus we aid in keeping up a system that we daily abuse in our cpa- 
yersations. It is not our intention, however, to do more than allude 
to this at present ; we^ therefore, notice the next subject of inquiry. 

Shall we as joubnalists notice and make extracts from such 
authors as Thompson of steam and lobelia notoriety; Beach — the 
New York reformer y whose great work has taken the medals of crowned 
Jieads; Curtis— :the head and front o^ Physopaihy] Powell, New 
TON & Co., the -great expounders of Eclecticism ; and their co-workers? 
The answer will be an emphatic no 1 

Will Dr. 0. C. Gibbp, of Frewsbury N. Y., whose ^Swnmary of 
American Medical Journalism,^^ we read with so much pleasure, tell us 
in what Journal he found that "article of twenty pages upon diphth- 
ria by C. H. Cleaveland, in which the subject is discussed with 
some novel views?" Perhaps Dr. G. forgot to notice the title page^ 
This, however, is not a rationale conclusion, therefore, we hope the 
Doctor will excuse us for the insinuation. 

Befo&m, Eclectic, and Bational, are terms that in their literal 
sense cannot be offensive , but when applied to medicine, and medical 
practice, is significant of downright quackery. For instance, bad men 
may reform; reformations may take place in churches, and in commu-> 
nities ; here you have a change in conduct and feelings that lead to 
beneficial results ; casting off the old and putting on the new man ; 
all done without the aid of science. But in science you have no such 
change, scientific truth cannot be reformed ; and upou th\^ i^^k ^\;4^<^ 
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icienHfic medicine ; then let the odioas word in thui sense be dropped 
forerer. 

Eca:iECTic:— The privilege of choosing remedial agents to be applied 
to the cure of dhease, belongs to the scientific physician ; ''but quctcki 
have seen proper to pervert the term eclectic, by applying it to a Beet of 
ihen who deny their deluded followers the privilege of choosing, by 
lopping off many remedial agents, and then saying to them "yot* 
sJutll not use these atttcles^** and then call this eclecticism. Thus 
the term, in a medical point of view, is rendered as obnozi6as as' that of 
reform. 

Ratioi^al Midicine: — At the present day, we have a set of men 
who are in the habit of making an effort to lead the minds of the 
unsuspecting in the direction of their peculiar raiionalttyy consequently 
a *^ Journal of Rational Medicine'^ ' is necessary to enlighten the 
"benighted sons of Esculapius, and out it pops, with a grin at the 
verdancy of those around, and the boldness of its own presuniptiott. 
The title of this Journal is rather a cunning selection, and no Houbt 
"ifas intended to act as a sliding machine, by which its editor could moT^ 
in any direction. Once a member of the American Medical Assoeiation, 
he, unfortunately for himself, got into the wrong box, by getting into a 
Professorial Chair in the '^Eclectic Medical Institute" of this City; this 
position hlid him out of the Association, and after s time he slid out of 
the Professorship ; sold out " The. College Journal of Medical tSciencCf" 
of which he was one of six editors ; and, as we suppose, having become 
satisfied of something — perhaps, that all Medical Journals were as 
irraUonal as the one last mentioned, set up for himself, and sent forth 
to the hungry worshippers of the false God the Journal op Rational 
Medicine, from which Dr. Gibbs made an extract, without giving 
eredii. More anon. 



Bnmonianism, Toddism, and other Isms. 

The above heading is the title of an article in the American Medi- 
ieal Gazette of February by Prof. S. D. Gross, consisting of a review 
of some of the revolutions, that have occurred in medicine at different 
periods. As the subject is discussed in quite a comprehensive nnd 
philosophical manner, we thought we would make a brief reference to 
it ; we would like to copy the article entire, but space will not permit. 

The Prof, is of opinion, that we are again on the f verge **of one of 
the most fearfhl, and wide-spread revolutions in medicine, that the 
world has ever witnessed,** and thinks every physician should take an 
active interest in it commensurate with its importance ] **for if this 
crisis cannot be averted,'' he says, "its crushing effects may be incom- 
parablf greater than thoso of the bloodiest war, or of the most 
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unrelenting epidemic that has for ages spread its desolating mantle 
over the earth," The occasion for these fears is the seeming abandon- 
ment, :0.n the part of the profession, both in this country and Great 
Britain, at the present time, of all active depletory remedies in the 
<mre of diseases, and the employment of stimulants upon the assumpitioxt 
that there is a change in the type of disease, or a peculiar to;Lic 
condition of the blood, that forbids the use of the same active treatment 
as formerly. 

After giving a sketch of the life af John Brown, the founder of th^ 
'^Brunonian system of Medicine," he says that the doctrines of Bei^netjb, 
Todd, and others, in regard to the treatment of inflammations by 
stimulants, are essentially tl\e tenets held by him, * ^either bodily, or 
under certain modifications." Brown was a mere theorist, and never 
had hardly any professional business ; and was so addicted to drunken- 
ness, that he was seldom ever sober. His stimulant treatment was 
based upon the relief it afforded him in his arthritic attacks, to which 
he was much subject.. As a singular cpincidcnce it is mentioned, ''that 
while the practitioners in many parts of Europe were pouring stimu- 
lants down by the wholesale into the stomachs of their patients, Bush 
of Philadelphia, was indulging in the most copious abstractions of 
blood, and busily engaged in laying the foundation of the bleeding 
school, whose influence was destined to last the greater part of a third 
of a century." 

In regard as to there having been any change in the type of 
disease, and as to whether people aie not able to bear the same depletory 
remedies ils formerly, he says ; '*I have certainly not seen anything, in 
a practice of thirty years, to warrant such an opinion. To me diseases 
appear as they did when I entered upon the study of medicine. ^ 
* * * A furuncle, a carbuncle, an erysipelas, a whitlow, a 
eonjunotivitis, exhibit the same character, both outwardly and inwardly, 
BOW as they did ages ago ; and if this be true of the external infiam* 
nations, may it not be justly inferred that it is true also of the internal, 
as pneumonia, pleurisy, hepatitis, cystitis, gout, and rheumatism? 
There is no evi4ence of any physical degeneracyvX)f the race in any 
walk or pursuit in life. * . * * Man's weight and stature, 
Buscular development, and the quantity of his blood, have undergone 
10 perceptible change within the last twenty years." 

While we deprecate sudden revolutions in medicine as the source of 
great injury to the profession and the community, to as great extent aa 
Prof. Chrose, we cannot coincide with him, that we are verging upon 
sueh a tremendous crisis as he seems to think. Undoubtedly, the 
sibadtutioB of stimulation in the place of depletion is carried to 
eztreoifis by many practitioners; yet some conndetahh «bLflji%% ft^i&b 
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tli0 practice of former years was certainly necessary. We feel warranted 
in saying tliat no sach treatment as was in vogue' in times past, as 
handed down to us by the literature of those days, and communicated to 
ns by the fathers in the profession, who are still among us, could succeed 
in all cases now. We have great respect for conservative medicine-, but 
we are confident that disease, if formerly, could not now be successfully 
attacked by bleeding the patient tb the amount of seventy five or-eighty 
ounces or more; and then administering calomel in doses often, twenty, 
or thirty grains, every four, six, or eight hours, until so severe sali- 
vation'^ was produced that the salivary secretions would' issue in an 
almost constant stream from the mouth. 

Although we subscribe to the opinion that, "a greatly enlarged 
knowledge of disease and of the virtues and applications of remedies," 
has done much towards doing away with the necessity of many of the 
old depletpry means, by furnishing us with better and safer ones, yet 
we cannot help but think that the necessity for depletion does not 
elist to the extent that it formerly did. No doubt the treatment 
employed thirty years ago was attended with ordinary success; but 
wh6 would be willing to admit that it would meet with so favorable a 
ifesuit in the diseases of the present day? 

If the type, then, of disease has not changed, and if^the physical 
powers of the people remain in statu quo, we are confident some oilier 
influences have been operating. * 



TbelnstitatesofHedicin*. Bj Martyn Paint, A. M.. M. D., L. L. D., Professor of the InetUntes of 
Jfedicine and Matera Medioa in the Untrerfitj of the Oity ofNeir York: Corresponding Member of 
tto Rojal Voreinfar Uiolkando in Pnuseint Corrrospoading Member of the Qesellschaft Mr <Natar 
and Hillkande xn Dreiden; Member of th) Medical Society at Leipsio : of the Medical Society of 
Sweden : of the Montreal Xattiral Hiitory Society, and of muty other Learned Societies. 

It is with great pleasure we again call attention to this, the sixth edition 
of Paine' s Institute of Medicine, The fact that this great work has met 
with such universal favor, and rapid sale, as to require so many editions, 
is enough to recommend it to th^ profession ; but we are anxious to get 
it into the hands of every physician in the land, for the^ reason that 
its author has taken, and maintains a position, in reference to the 
modus operandi of medicine, that we deem of more importance to 
suffering humanity, and correct medication, than any other mooted 
question, that has, or may, agitate the medical world for many years. 
It is well known that Humoral Pathologists by %ome fanciful arrange* 
micnt of the ^od of Nature are enabled lo cure disease by medicating the 
blood ; as all these medicines, they contend, are taken into the icircula<* 
tion and there applied to the correction of morbid action. 

On the other side stand the Solodists, who claim, for the Nervous 

System a large amount of credit for the performance of ofiSces of a 

highly important character in the process of medication, and who^ by 
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their scientific inreistic^atioiis, logical deductioDS, and nnmeroas 
experiments, are convinced of the trutli of their position. These 
doctrines are investigated by this learned author, and his- conclusionB 
are in accordance with, we think, soU'nd philosophy, and must invite 
thft attention of, if not convince, every scientific physician. 

In referring to the various doctrines taught by great men, such ai 
Fourcroy^ Liebigy and others of the chemical and other schools, he 
makes the following remarks. 

**The physiological world has been lately divided into three schools. 
One of these sects virtually regards organic nature as a part only of 
inorganic, endowed with the same properties and governed by the 
same laws. It maintains, in short, that there is no essential difference 
between a man and a stone. At the head of this school stands Liebi'gf 
the distinguished and able chemist. It is a great and powerful school, 
but it is falling, daily, beneath the weight of vast errors and corrup- 
tions. It is denominated the Chemical School of medicine.*' 

The second is the school of VitaHsm, "which regards organic and 

inorganic nature as distinct in their most essential attributes'. I 
suppose that each department is governed by properties and laws 
peculiar to itself.'* 

The third school is ihsit ,of chemico vitalism. This school ^'endeavors 
to form, as it were, a bond of union between the schools of pure vitalism, 
end of pure chemistry ; though such an alliance be as unnatural as 
human brains in a block of granite." 

But we have not space sufficient to justify quotations, and must be 
content with just sufficient to place the author in proper position, 
where he battles for truth successfully, and puts its enemies to flight.. 

Remember this work is from the pen of an American author. This 
fact should when taken into connection with its intrinsic merits, 
place it still higher in the 'estimation of every American physician. 
When we have studied Physiology, Patholoy, and Therapeutics, sepa- 
rately, and ^as we may suppose thoroughly, we may here find that 
which will add new light to our investigations ; fresh vigor to our 
mental training, and produce a just conception of the power and 
sublimity of the Great B-uler of the Universe. 



Utm of •mineni Aita«rioftn Pttysiciaiis and Surgeons of the Nineteenth Ceoturj, edited bj Samuel D. 
OroM M. D., Prof, of Surgerj in Jeff. Mod. College ; Philadelphia, Lio^dsay & BHkiston; Cincinnati, 
Biekey, Carrol & Co. 

There has never been any profession or pursuit in life whose 
members have been greater benefactors to their fellow beings, than 
those of the medical profession, and yet probably no class has so few 
hiographies. The statesman whose diplomacy, by chance, has happened 
to wield an influence in the aff^iis of the world, and \h^ ^ttx\\QT ^V<(^ib% 
career has been stained with the blood of countlesa ivumH^^T^^V^^^ V^*^' 
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lud their achievements recorded in biography, and emblazoned upon 
the page of history \ but the physician, who has spent a life long time 
U battling disease, and by whose efforts thousands haye been wrested 
from the grave, has^ had scarcely any thing to bear testimony that he 
once existed and moved among the living, more than the simple 
inscription upon his tombstone.. Surely injustice, in this respect, 
has been done ; he whose life has been thus devoted to his fellow 
creatures is worthy to ha^e his memory cherished and transmitted to 
posterity. 

The book whose title we give above, will supply a want in medical 
literature long felt, and will undoubtedly, xus it deserves, meet with % 
cordial reception from every true physician. The profession of 
medicine in this country already contains in its annals many illustrioui 
names — many that are encircled with a true glory. Bush, Warrea, 
Chapman, Pbysick, Dewees, Drake, and many others, have shed a 
bright lustre upon their calling by their great attainments, their humble 
christian lives, and their devotion of themselves to the relief of the 
sufferings of humanity. How acceptable, then, must be a work that 
embodies a record of their lives ? 

Tbis work is the only one of the kind now in print. ' In 1828, as w«. 
learn from the preface, there wa6 issued at Boston an ''American 
Medical Biography'' by Dr. James Thacl^er, but, although it was 
publisbed sixteen years before the author's death, it never reached % 
second edition, In 1845, Dr.. 8. W. Williams of Mass., published a 
continuation of this, but it met with the same fate. 

In the book before us, we have the lives of thirty-two of the most 
eminent American physicians. Among them will be found those of 
Bush, Wistar, Warren, Physick, Chapman^ Eberle, Homer, Drake &c., 
Three only of the memoirs are from the pen of the Editor; all the rest 
have been contributed by other writers, who were specially qualified by 
intimate acquaintance with the deceased, to discharge the responsible 
duties. 

Prof. Gross says : '^The Editor deems it due to himself to state that 
the whole enterprise has been with him one of love, without any hopoi 
wish, or expectation, of personal remuneration. He has given his time 
and money freely to the object ; for his sole desire has been to render 
himself useful to his profession, and to aid in furnishing a work worthy^ 
as he believes, of American medical literature.'^ 

It contains over 800 pages, is printed on excellent paper, and 
is handsomely bound in oloth. The lives are well written and 
are full in all their details. We hope all our readers will possesi 
thefnselves of it;— >we think they owe it to themselves, and to the 
profession, to patronise such literature. ^ 
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Deliriam Tremens. 

BY J. A. THACKER M. D., CINCINNATI, OHIO. 

Delirium tremens, as generally met with by the practitioner of medi-* 
cine, is a disease produced by excessive indulgence in intoxicating 
liquors. Otlier things may sometimes act as exciting causes, as the 
use of opium and other narcotics, too great taxing of the mental powers 
bj oyer study, etc.; but cases produced by such means are so exceed** 
ingly rare as to be exceptionable — ^alcoholic stimuli may be considered 
the chief agents in its production. 

The phenomena that the disease exhibits, lead evidently to the con-^ 

elusion that it consists in irritation of the great nervous center — the[ 

brain. The watchfulness that is so prominent a symptom, and, indeed, 

is ita distinguishing charactertic, and the kind of delirium, which, when 

there are no complications, affects the imagination exclusively, point 

to this as the pathological condition. In inflammation of the brain^. 

all the faculties of the mind are disturbed — reason and judgment, at 

well as the imagination ; but in irritation, while the former are left 

almost intact, the latter is much affected ; for as it is the most active 

iaoulty, it is consequently thrown out of gear, as it were, by causes 

that would not disturb the others. Further, the disease has no fever 

attending it, while in inflammation fever is a necessary accompaniment. 

What are the indications of treatment? The answer is, to break up 

the watchfulness and produce sleep. Long observation has proven 

that when once we accomplish this a cure speedily ensues. But how 

is this to be done ? The answer again is, by relieving the irritation of 

the brain by the same means that we would relieve it in any other 

organ. In the irritation of this disease there is nothing peeuU&i \ ^»\i\ 

the \ste9Xmentis gorernedbj the same laws that hold goodmoVXxvt q^^v 
9 
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Hncli of tlie confiuioii tbat has arisen in regard to the treatment is, 
no doubt, due to the pathology not being embodied in the name. On 
ihia aecoaint many seem impressed with the idea that it cannot be 
treated on general principles, bnt that it mnst have a treatment in 
accordance with its supposed peculiar nature. No greater fallacy could 
possibly exist; and it has undoubtedly been the source of much 
mischief. When such opinions obtain possession of the mind, the 
worst sort of empiricism is the result — a scramble after specifics takes 
place, which are soon announced in numbers tbat are legion ; many of 
which are diametrically opposite in their therapeutic properties. 

As irritation is a pathological condition akin to inflammntien, 
differing ni^^inly from it in its falling short in its phenomena, we would 
expect its principles of treatment to be similar. In inflammation of 
the brain, the treatment consists in the employment of antiphlogistic 
remedies, as the abstrac^on of blood by venesection, cupping or leech- 
ing, cold to the head, blistering, and the iniemal use of tartar emetio 
and other sedatives. When, however, the strength of the patient is 
low, and the vital powers seem to be failing, instead of. depressing 
treatment stimulants are required. 
^ But since irritation is more local in its manifestations than inflam- 

I 

mation — the constitution at large sympathising but little, or none — 
the treatment consequently must be in accordance. Instead of em- 
ploying sedatives that affect the system generally, we should make us^ 
of those agents, whose- action will be principally upon the parts 
involved. In delirium tremens, for the general blood letting, and the 
internal us^ of tartar emetic and calomel, should be substituted 
cupping at the back of the neck, or leeching, cold to the head, &e. 

Opium, which is the sheet anchor of the hopes of most practitioners 
in the treatment of this disease, produces its beneficial effects mostly 
by its local sedative influence upon the brain ; for, although a remedy 
used internally, yet having such an election in its action for this 
particular organ, its influence is expended almost directly upon it. It 
is to this fact, undotibtedlyf it is due, that it is so potent ah agent for 
mischief as well as good. The beneficial influence, too, obtained from 
shutting a patient up in a dark room may be explained by the sedative 
influence it exerts upon the nervous system; — the complete with- 
drawing of all light, and the entire absence of all noise, as all are aware 
are very depressing in their effects. 

From what has been said, I would lay down the following rules in 
regard to the treatment. If the delirium is great, and there are other 
symptoms of much cerebral irritation — ^fullness of, and rapid circulation 
through, the vessels of the brain — free cupping at the back of the 
neck ehould be instituted. In numerous instances, I am oonfideni 
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tbat tlie recorery of tlie patient was ent^reljr due to this procedure. 
Even when the pnlse was rapid and rather flagging, and all other 
ineans had failed, I have employed it with snecess. In cases that have 
gone two or three days without sleep in spite of the free nse of opiates 
— the delirium in the meantime, from being violent but confined to a 
few hallucinations, becoming of a low muttering character, and general 
— I have known sleep to be immediately produced by the abstraction 
of blood in this way. 

The cold shower-bath, when carried to an extent to produce its 
depressing effects after large doses of opium have been given in vain, 
will often be followed by a like result. 

Opium often acts, especially in small doses, as a stimulant as well as 
sedative upon the brain, and therefore should be used with great 
caution. In slight cases, when excessive watchfulness is the only 
symptom, it alone, or conjoined with antispasmodics will' generally be 
all the treatment that is necessary; but when ^ there is delirium, and 
especially if at all violent, it rather does harm than good, unless pre- 
ceded by cupping, or some other antiphlogistic means, when it often 
acts like a charm. 

Chloroform I have never known used but once, and in that case the 
patient died in about five minutes after commencing to inhale it. It 
may be of service in some cases, but I consider it a dangerous remedy 
— one that should be used with the utmost caution. 

Stimulants should be used, like in ether diseases, if indicated. If 
there is general prostration, and the vital powers seem worn out, their 
free use should be immediately entered upon and continued through- 
out the disease. But if they are employed on any other principle — on 
the principle that the disease has been produced by their stoppage, or 
that there is necessarily debility of the brain, as some suppose, injury 
and not benefit will be the result. In any departure from healthy 
action, I presume there is more or less debility of the part affected, 
but it does not follow that a stimulating treatment must necessarily be 
instituted. > . 



For the Medical and Suigical Jjlewn, 

iNDiANAPaLis, Indiana, April 24th, 1861. 

Dear Sib :— My attention having been called to several cases of 
^mpid lahoTy^ reported in your last No. of the "iVciM," I thought 
proper to eommunicate to you a case of the kind that came under my 

supervision some three years ago, in this locality. Mrs. H , quite 

a healthy lady — fine form, rather a plethoric habit, age^ ii\Ti^VA«tk.«r 
i«ni for m0 MhoBi twehe o 'cloek at night. The caae >>evTig i^i^itt^tuVail 



ISf Proceedings of the Academy of Medicine. Maji 

to rae as ^'ane of emergency" I proceeded to ber residence witli greal 
haste. 

_r 

While preparing to make a per vag, examinatian^ she informed me 
that the chila wfts born, which I soon found to be true. The plaeenta 
was also expelled with little or no hemorrhage following the wonder- 
fully rapid expulsion ; as the sequel will proye that both the child and 
placenta must haYe>l>een ushered into the world in the incredibly short 
space of time required to dream that which proved to be also a reiJity. 

Mrs. H stated that she retired about two hours prior to my 

arrival and had dreamed that she was in Za&or-^that she had passed 
through safely (her former labor having been a tardy, painful and 
hazardous one,) and without much pain, the ecstasy of which awoke 
her, when to her great delight it was not only ^ dream but '<a stern 
reality.^' The child was large and healthy, weighing about eight and. a 
half pounds. Both the mother and child prospered finely. 

I look upon this as a very remarkable case and take pleasure ip 
reporting it for your Journal, Very respectfully, 

Henry, F. Barnes,. M. I>. 



Froceedingi of fhe Academy of Medicine of Cincinnati. 

Monday Evening April 15th, 1861. 

The subject of revaccination as laid over from April Ist, at which tim^ 
Dr. Bruen finished reading his papers upon the subject, was brought 
up for discussion this evening. The Dr. took the same grounds that 
Dr. Gans did on a previous occasion, whose remarks were published 
almost in full in the March number of this journal. Besides the 
Prussian statistics and others quoted by that gentleman, he presented 
many additional, some of which were of this country. 

Prof. Baker, in opening the discussion, urged that the statistioi 
brought forward by the gentleman whose opinions were opposed to his 
could not be considered conclusive. There was no evidence in any of 
them that those, who had taken revaccination, had been properly vac» 
cinated. Indeed, there was much reason to believe they had not been, 
— the very vastness of some of the experiments rendered it more than 
probable tbat many errors had been committed ; and if there were any 
sources of fallacy, they could not be received as correct. 

From his expesience in vaccinating, much care was necessary to 
avoid errors. It not unfrequently happened that a spurious vaccina- 
tion was produced by impure matter, which was presumed by th« 
inexperienced to be genuine. Not long «ince, he was solicited to 
vaccinate a child with a scab that had fallen from a pustule that hadi 
matured in eleven days ; — of course it was worthless ; and the vaccina* 
tion tbat produced it of no account towards protecting the individuait 
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from small pox, althongli tlie persons themselves, on accoant of Its 
seyerity, bad no doubt' of its genuineness. He related quite a number 
of other instances in irbicb a spurious vaccination bad been mistaken 
for a genuine one. He bad now in bis possession a dozen scabs, tbe 
history of which rendered it certain, were tbe result of spurious Vac- 
dnations. 

Ib Germany, it was the custom to vaccinate from arm to arm. Th« 
result of this was that a pustule would be disturbed at different periods 
for several days. Many of the vaccinations, therefore, in consequence 
of this procedure, must be with deteriorated matter ; for after a pustuU 
bad been once disturbed, an inflammation must be set up which mu st 
modify the virus and mix with it many of the products of inflammation. 
He preferred tbe scab to produce a genuine vaccination ; for in it, you 
have a pure dried lymph unmixed with anything that might injure its 
efficacy. Besides, you have in it virus thrown out at different periods 
— ^in the upper crust that which was thrown out at first, and in the 
lower that which was of more recent formation ; consequently, you 
yaccinate with that lymph which is good beyond a doubt, and thus 
secure your patient from all danger. He claimed, that although the 
American physician had not the same opportunity for extensive obser- 
Taiion as the Prussian, his experimeilts were equally correct, and his 
conclusions based upon practical experience and sound judgment not 
lurpassed by any country. 

Dr. E. H. Johnson remarked that he did not consider that any facts 
appertaining to vaccination and revaccination, were any more estab- 
lished by a vast number of statistics than by a few. He considered 
the analysis of a glass of water as conclusive in regard to the constitu- 
ents of which the water was composed, as if the whole Ohio river had 
been similarly subjected. In like manner, tbe experience of one of 
eur old practitioners in vaccination was as satisfactory to him, as the 
statistics of the whole Prussian army. 

: One thing the essayists altogether neglected considering in their 
papers, which he viewed of much importance as affecting the correctness 
of the doctrines which they propounded ; namely, would, or would not, 
vaecination have taken immediately after the vaccine disease was first 
endured ? If, however, it would not, and it was necessary for a certain 
length of time to elapse, bow long had that time to be ? It will be 
perceived that by these questions being left unanswered, if inoculation 
with the virus, as in ^ cha ncre, was necessary, as some suppose, to test 
the genuineness of a vaccine pustule, the statistics had failed to fulfill 
the purpose for which they had been brought forward. 

Dr. S. O. Almy stated that as vaccinia bad never taken but once 
ujfon himself, and then whea he was a child, aUhou|^ \ke \x«i^ ivDL^% 
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ihtB frequently yaccicated himself, be had presumed its effects were 
permanent; but as tbe essayists bad produced such an array of testi- 
mony to tbe contrary, be felt tbat be must acknowledge bimself to baye 
been mistaken. 

Pr. Mellvaine took k basty view of tbe bistory of. vaccination. On 
tbe 17tb of May, 1796^ be said, Jenner first introduced tbe vaccine 
virus into tbe arm of a boy, named Pbipps. For one generation no 
division took place in tbe profession as to its prophylactic powers. 
Probably in 1836, tbe Prussians began to agitate revaccination. Tbey 
published statistics upon tbe subject, but tbey are not conclusive. 
Much respect however is due tbe Germans for their industry and 
accui^acy in this matter ; but there are others of equally high authority, 
who differ materially from them. Among them was Mr. Goethe of tbe 
Flinch, who was opposed to revaccination, and Mr. Barry of the de- 
partment of Pubs in France, who after close investigations, and 
subjecting to the closest tests, both on animals and human beings, came 
to the eonclusion tbat tbe vaccine virus had lost none of its protecting 
power ; but was equally as available now as in 1800. He, bimself, 
coincided with the two last named authors. 

. Mr. Goethe repudiated revaccination on the ground tbat tbe advo* 
eates af it were never able to determine at what period it was to be 
performed, nor bow many years it continued to be the shield and 
buckler of those who bad been made subjects. of it. To his mind (Dr. 
Mcllvaine's,) tbat was a potent argument. It savored strongly of the 
mysterious, and be considered it one of those romances, that the non- 
progressive seek to incorporate in science, tbat tbe vaccine virus 
exhausts itself in five, seven, or twelve years. It was a species o^ 
induction tbat he was not prepared to endorse. 

Tbe Dr. here went into a review of some communications upon tbe 
subject tbat recently appeaped in our city papers, and pronounced them 
as wanting in scientific authority. He also stated that be bad studied . 
this matter for years^ and under circumstances as favorable as most of 
bis colleagues, and bad arrived at tbe conclusion, tbat vaccination 
when properly performed, and had passed througb its regular physio- 
legical stages, was as competent a protection as it ever was. He denied 
tbe necessity of a revaccination, and argued that those who advocated it 
were impregnated with tbe obsolete idea of a periodical revolution in 
tbe system. In conclusion, be called upon bistory to strengthen bis 
points in relation to tbe potency of a first vacei nation. 

Dr. Woodward made some extended remarks upon the subject. 
He, too, took the position, tbat tbe protective influence derived from, 
vaccination was permanent. 

Tbe pustule of » vaoouKtieii pM»ed threigh legvlar stages^ and ia 
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proportion m it failed to pass through these, its efficacy was diminished. 
He had never been vaccinated hnt once, and although he had fre« 
quentlj been exposed to small pox, he had never contracted {it A 
genuine vaccination could not be obtained from the virus of a revac« 
cination. The vaccine disease that would thus follgw would be spuriouSi 
and would not protect. ^ 



For Um M«diGtl and Sur^^ News. 

Quackery. - 

In every profession or trade, 

Save that which pertains unto healthy 
Some honest pretension is made 

By those who pursue it for wealth. 
In all there is a tangible form, 

The senses can grasp them at once, 
And prove them for right or for wrong, 

None need be deceived but the dunce. 

The honest mechauic may work 

At whatever trade he may choose, 
House carpenter, cabinet, or clerk. 

Or Shermanlike making up shoes ; 
His wares the product of his hand. 

His knowledge of busineiss will tell 
So plainly, we all understand 

His fitness his post to fulfill. 

The lawyer may plead for his fee, 

Or counsel his client for sport. 
His knowledge, we plainly can see, 

For he tdls it; by pleading in eourtk 

The preacher of God in the desk, 

Must prove himself honest and true. 
Or soon he's discharged from his task, 

And branded with infamy too ; 
These men of Melchisedek's line. 

These "Spiritual lights" to our feet, 
Oft perpetrate heinous crimes, 

Hid linder a eloak of deceit ; 
Thus many may prosper a while, 

In affluence revel about, 
The righteous and honest beguile. 

But "mischief and murder will out.*' 

The Doctor 1 the Doctor 1 1 good Lord 1 1 1 

That word must belie its intent. 
Which once was a title of lore, 

But now of the ignorant — unlearned. 
Who practice by "Sutch h^x*' and charms,— ~ 

Who secret recipes always have,— 
Who oODJttre — belieje in alarmHi 



Of gliests, of kob^blins or knaves ; 
Who gets up a liniqieBt or salve, 

For "rheumatics,** "sore-eyes,** and the "gout," 
"Piles" — **toothache" — "dry gripes" and who have 

"Phoenix bitters" to drive the decul out. 

There are those that not ignorance alone, 

But dishonesty marks every step^ 
If to wrath or distinction they're grown, 

Care not by what means they get ; 
These men are penurious knaves, 

To accomplish their infamous ends. 
Must study to shorten the days 

Of pupilage — too stingy to spend 
The requisite amount of time 

And cash, to become learned men : 
But content with "blind lead the blind/' 

"Tho' the ditch receives all in the end«" . 

These fellows will hang out a sign, 

(Embellished with letters of gold,) 
Of "Homoeopathy** of Hahnemann's line, 

Or ''Ucleiic Fusition''"^ of old, 
, ^'Electro-Magnetic'' *f Botanic,'* 

"Thompsonian doctor" — Cayenne, 
^^ Analytic,'* '*Me8mero-ffalvaniCj** 

''Hoot doctor^*' and "Uresoopean" 
«*Knisipathy,*' the system of Sing, 

The Sweed of great genius and wit. 
Hydropathy," for cleansing the skin, 

Or the plan of the Dutchman Presniti. 

In aid of these pedantic signs, 

News-papers are chartered by gold. 
To "puff" charlatans to the skies , 

But their ignorance and crimes are untold* 
By means' of such wiles and intrigues, 

Quacks bask in the circles of wealth. 
While the dupet of their infernal leagues, 

Are robbed of their money and health. 

They're dishonest — not only to man, 

They rob "Demon Death" of his prey, ^ 

By their one idea curative plan 

More patients than Hornbook they slay. 
Who did (if we believe the Scotch bard,) 

Kill twenty, to one killed by time, 
But ^Af^.died by tneans of his art, 

As now by the same Hornbook line. 

Begone from my sight wicked quacks. 

Begone with your bottles of dirt. 
Begone with ydur fine labeled packs, 

To a place you'll do man no more hurt; 

*iUw H gptlM i&iif on • aigm In OltTt^iA In IM». 
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Begone with your secret recipes, 
Begone with your liniments and salves, 

Begone with your fine printed sheets, 
Which puff the loUd praise of yourselves, 

Begone from intelligent land, 
Begone te the regions of ni^t. 

Begone to the place of the damned, 
Or reform apd acknowledge the right. 

But hold limping muse, let ine ask, 

Are all the fraternity so ; 
Dealt equal to friend and to foe ; 

So cower you dull lazy hitch 
Seek pardon for this crazy rhyme. 

From that noble profession, which 
Is true to Hippocrates' line. 

From those sages of learning profound. 
Who have delved in the earth and the seas. 

From natures rich treasures have found. 
Palliatives for all human disease. 

Who have labored from youth to old age, 
To disseminate Knowledge abroad, 

To those who will come on the stage. 
When they leave for their rest and reward. 
Ithaca, Ohio, April 10, 1861. Alpine, Jb. 



Field Service. 

The following excellent remarks upon ^^FUld Service*^ we find in 

the editorial department of the Philadelphia Medical and Surgical 

Reporter. As a civil war is now upon us, and as many of our young 

surgeons will go forth with the armies, we have copied the article as 

apropos to the times. The advice it contains is good; and should be 

heeded by all for whom it is intended. There are no duties more 

responsible than those of the army surgeon, and no pains should be 

spared to properly discharge them. ^ 

The policy of our nation being eminently one of peace, military 
medicine and surgery, so familiar to the readers of European medical 
journals, and entering so largely into European medical politics, is 
only seldom heard of in journals or among the profession on this side 
of Uie Atlantic. The exigencies of the times in our country, how- 
ever, threaten to call into active service a very large military force, 
a very important part of whose officering will consist of surgeons. It 
will be the duty of these men to adapt themselves to their new 
positions. . They must make themselves familiar with the routine of 
duty, whether in the camp, the field, or on ship-board. Military 
hygiene, as well as military surgery, will demand their most serious 
attention. The health of thousands of brave men will be confided to 
their care, and they may, by the adoption of proper sanitary measures^ 
be able to prevent much sickness, which is always of mox^ \m^ox\Aii^Q« 
than to true it aHer it is once established. If in the ]^Ofje««^f^ ^i o^^ioAah, 
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contending hosts should meet in sangninarj conflict, (which may 
Heaven avert !) their knowledge of anatomy and familiarity with the 
operations of suirgery will be put to a severe test. They must hold 
themselves prepared to meet every surgical emergency, bearing in mind 
that almost every year brings into use some new form of weapon of 
warfare, causing wounds which require new expediencies of treatment. 
During the recent war in northern Italy, it was/ound that some of the 
new projectiles did much more damage to the bony structure than the 
simple rifle ball, requiring much patience and skill on the part of the 
surgeon. The use of anaesthetics, which have never yet been employed 
in our military surgery, will, should necessity call for it^ be found a 
prieeless boon in the hands of the surgeon. 

Let not those whose duty or inclination call them into the employ 
of the government,*in either branch of the military service, as surgeons, 
underrate the importance of what is ordinarily termed ^'minor sur- 
gery." Let them fa^iiliarize themselves with the diflerent forms of 
bandage, and their application, with the proper modes of preparing 
fracture apparatus for use, and their adjustment, and with the gentlest, 
most speedy, and most effective mode of dressing minor injuries : bear- 
ing in mind that more real surgical aid is often displayed in these 
smaller operations in surgery, than in the larger and more showy ones. 

Above all let theb remember that their mission is one of mercy, to 
relieve suffering, and that circumstances may call them to minister to 
friend and foe alike. This service, if rendered in the spirit which 
should actuate our profession, will be accorded as cheerfully and with 
as great alacrity to enemies, as is consistent with their first duty to 
the wounded of their own army. 

We have thus early given expression to the above thoughts, as it is 
probable that soms, for whom they are intended, will very soon be 
placed in circumstances that will deprive us of the opportunity of 
reaching them. 



Frobationary Houses for the Treatment of Incipient Insanity. 

DE. ANDREW WYNTER. 

^ere can be no doubt that the law, as it at present stands, with 
regard to the incarceration of persons of unsound mind, is fast giving 
way. As long as the term "lunatic" Was limited to the raving maniac, 
the seizure of the unfortunate individual by any Rtratagem, and his 
forcible detention in an asylum, were procedures imperatively called 
for ; but with the growth of psychological medicine, this acute type of 
mei^tal disease has descended to a subordinate place in the category of 
mental afflictions ; and the alienist physician is called upon to treat an 
infinity of cases which heretofore would not have been considered to 
come within his specialty at all. The almost infinite shades of mental 
alienation — the very flutter, as it were, of the mind between sanity and 
madness, which we are called upon to watch more narrowly year 1^ 
year — has introduced a state of things to meet which the lunacy law,. 
as regards asylums, is becoming every every day more unsuitable. We 
see evidence of this truth in the many disputes which have arisen 
between the Lunacy Commissioners and the proprietors of asylums 
m'ih regard to^ th9 admission of patients upon (so called) improperlj 
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filled up certificates, and in the law- suits wbioH haye been instituted 
by patients against those whom they have accused of detaining them 
while in a sane state. 

The reason of this unseemly struggle is clearly traceable to the 
difficulty of fixing the exact amount of madness which renders a patient 
liable to be certificated. So groat has this difficulty become, that it is 
a well known fact that many physicians absolutely refuse to sign 
certificates, except in cases of confirmed lunatics. This growing, 
indisposition to sign on the part of the profession — an indisposition 
forced upon them by the inelasticity of the form of the certificate itself, 
and by the literal manner ^n which it is read by the Commissieners^^ 
is, howcTer, a great calamity to the patient himself, inasmuch as, 
during the hesitation to sign or not to sign, the golden moments are 
allowed to slip, during which proper curative treatment is found to be 
so effectual. 

We are not at all astonished to find that Mr. Gaskell ; one of the 
medical members of the Lunacy Commission, has given expression in 
the ^'Asylum Journal'* to the general feeling in the profession that, in 
order to meet this difficulty of the certificate in the incipient stages of 
insanity — a difficulty which is filling our asylums with confirmed 
lunatics-^there should be established probationary houses for the 
treatment of the earlier stages of insanity. He says : 

'^It seems desirable to extend sanction to a class of houses into 
which patients should be allowed to place themselves voluntarily, or to 
be admitted on less complicated or stringent documents ; and further 
that in them a limited control only should be exercised over the in« 
mates, extending possibly to certain rules of the house, a required 
presence at the family table, return home at an early hour, and strict* 
prevention of absence during night-time. Such places, offering an 
agreeable change of scene, quiet and retirement, as well as the benefit 
g£ good advice, would afford a means of treatment much to be desired 
for incipient and transient cases.'* 

The necessity of such probationary -liouses as these we have ourselves 
pointed out years ago in the pages of the "Quarterly Review." We 
rejoice, therefore, to find one of the most enlightened of the Commis<- 
sioners giving a quasi-official weight to the scheme. It must be 
remembered, however, that upon the amount of official interference 
thrust upon such establishments must depend their usefulness. Any 
system which placed them in the position of petit asylums would at 
once render them useless. The further such establishment departed 
in their management from that which obtains in private houses, the 
more effete they would become. We do not know what amount of 
supervision. Mr. Gaskell would propose the commissioners should have 
over such houses ; but it must be quite t^lear that anything like an 
active interference would at once identify them with the regular 
asylums, and thus utterly mar their usefulness. 

The value of such establishments for convalescents from insanity 
must also be apparent. They would serve to pass the patient through 
the transition state from the seclusion of the asylum to the busy, 
bustling work-day world. It has often happened that the too abrupt 
departure of a patient supposed to be cured, has been followed by hia . 
immediate return to the asylum in a more me\auc\io\^ CQii^\\A.Q\k ^ ^ 
imaoitT^ than before. It atrikea us that, with leapeQt \^ ^^^^ ^^^iscW 
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lesoent cases, a mncli stricter system of BQperrisioii would be botH 
vsefal and tolerated than in the cases of incipient or transient insanity, 
inasmiich as the major examination, if we might so term it, would 
include the minor one — in othet words, a person who had on(^ suf- 
fered the stigma of having been in an asylum, would not object to the 
Bild rule of « convalescent establishment. If probatioffary houses 
were established with only a fair amount of freedom of action, there 
can be no doubt that an immense amount of incipient insanity, at 
present hid in water-cure establishments, and private houses, would at 
once come to light; but, as certainly as the legal supervision became 
strict, so certainly would these cases return again to private families^ 
where alone that publicity, which it is so natural that the friends of 
the afflicted should deprecate, can be eflfectually avoided. — Bnt. Med. 
Journal, 



On the Detection of Sugar in Urine. 

"We have received a communication from Mr. Attiield, which ha» 
also appeared in the Chemical News^ having refereqce to Boottger's 
test for sugar in urine. It will be remembered that this test consists of 
adding a few grains of ordinary transnitrate of bismuth to a portion of 
the urine, then pouring in an equal volume of a strong solution of 
carbonate of soda, and heating the mixture. The presence of sugar is 
indicated by the formation of a deep brown or black color, due to a 
reduction of the oxide of bismuth. Boettger originally devised this 
process to obviate same of the sources of error which frequently attend 
the application of Trommer's test. It is well known that the presence 
of certain constituents of the urine, and especially of uric acid, in 
abnormal quantity, may cause a reduction of the oxide of copper in 
the application of Trommer*s test, without sugar being really present. 
Oxide of bismuth was found to be certainly not affeeted by uric acid, 
and to that extent, therefore, might be considered as preferable to 
oxide of copper. 

Mr. Attfield has been engaged in some experiments on the applica- 
bility of Boettger's test. He states that it is far more delicate than 
Trommer's. He finds that by it abundant indications of the presence 
of sugar can be obtained in an aqueous solution so dilute as to give no 
reaction with Trommer's test. But he also finds that the presence of 
albumen in the urine will cause a reduction of the oxide of bismuth, 
and introduces, therefore, a source of error. He states that the action 
of albumen is far less energetic and complete than that of sugar, but 
that blackening does occur, and to a greater extent than could be 
accounted for by the influence of the sulphur present in the albumen. 
Moreover, some of the constituents of healthy urine appear to interfere- 
to a certain extent, for the author states that ^'nearly all specimens- of 
urine color more or less the basic nitrate of bismuth." Mr. Attfield 
therefore objects to this test as a means of detecting sugar in urine» 
because of its extreme delicacy, and because other substances and 
especially albumen, may produce the same reaction. For the mere 
detection of sugar in alkaline solutions generally, it is, however 
exceedingly sensitive. The author concludes his communication bj 
recommending Trommer*s test, which he considers, **for medical pur* 
/>oses fulfills all desirable conditions." 

TJttere can be do donbt however, thai Trommer's test is subject to 
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certain objections. Mr. Attfield,. in bis paper, does not mention tbt 
test commonly known as Moore's, wbicb consist in adding to the 
nrine an equal volume of liquor potassse, and boiling for some minutes* 
when, if sugar is present, a peculiar and very cbaracteristio brown 
coloration is produced. This test is subject to many less objections 
than either of the above, and is now very commonly employed in the 
examination of urine, and for the detection of grape sugar generally* 
This test possesses, in addition to its being very trustworthy, one great 
advantage — namely, that it can be almost as readily used for determin* 
ing the amount of sugar as for recognizing its presence* This depends 
upon the fact, that the depth of color produced bears a strict relation 
to the amount of sugar present. If, therefore, a standard solution of 
grape sugar be prepared, and a given quantity colored to the fullest 
extent by boiling with potash, upon taking an equal quantity of th# 
urine and treating it in a similar manner, by comparing the colors and 
diluting till the tint is equal, the portion of sugar present in the urine 
is readily arrived at. — London Phctrm, Journal^ Jan., 1861. 



Kechanical Treatment of Cicatrices. 

The London correspondent of the New Orleans Medical and Surgu 
cal Journal says : — "At the Orthopaedic Hospital, I had an oppor- 
tunity, a few days ago, of observing, under the guidance of Mr. Holmes 
Ceote, the happy e&ct of mechanical treatment in many cases of club- 
foot, lateral curvature of the spine, cicatrices following severe burnS| 
etc. It has happened to me on many occasions to have watched the 
treatment of these cicatrices, and to have had to record in my note 
book the almost uniform failure of all operative prodedures adopted for 
their cure. I have witnessed the excision of the entire surface en ma»t€ 
•—its gradual removal ; the substitution of healthy tissue from various 
parts of the body ; the division of the cicatrix by many small incisions, 
varying each from half an inch to an inch in length, and placed in 
parallel lines of one or two inches apart throughout its whole extent, 
but in no case do I find anything like satis&ctory results; the last* 
mentioned plan ; indeed, adopted by Mr. Skey, and which gives the 
altered structure very much the appearance of a piece of* netrwork, 
when combined with gradual extension, has promised well, and the 
patient has returned home, after healing of the wounds, much bene-^ 
fited by the operation ; but the improvement has, I fear, in most caseS| 
been temporary, so great is the contractile power in the deformities. 

''Mr. Coote attracted my attention to several patients in different 
stages of treatment, in whom the cicatrix, the result of a severe burn 
upon the chest and neck, had involved in its contraction the chin and 
under lip ; both of which were drawn down upon the sternum, and 
there immovably fixed — the entire eversion of the lip and consequent 
flow of saliva over the surrounding tissues rendering these poor pa« 
tients most repulsive in appearance. All such cases notwithstanding 
their severity, and the almost ligamentous character of their adhesions, 
were treated by extension only, applied by a simple mechanical 
contrivance, and persevered in for many months — the results being 
most happy. A well-fitting ring of metal, padded, ia ^xed \q\x.\l^ ^^ 
patient's w^ist, formiag the Buppoxt behind^ of a al^d ui^tv^^ ^^^^s^ 
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•gain is steadied in its position by straps around the sliotllders, from 
tbe npper end of this project forward on each side of the neqk, and 
beneath the chin, too welP padded supports, fixed to the upright by 
movable scre^ and oogwheel joints, by which they'may be raised or 
depressed my means of a key, at pleasure. By this simple contrivance, 
permanent, steady extension is effected, resulting in the most peifect 
cures." 



On fhe Actioii of the lodidei of Iron upon Phthisis. 

BY DR. COTTON. 

Dr. Cotton tests the action of this compound upon twenty* five casjss, 
not selected, but taken just as they arrived at the hospital, those only 
being excluded who either were at too advanced a stage to admit of 
any remedial treatment, or which happened to be laboring under some 
inflammatory or other important complication. 

, The iodide was administered in the form of the syrupus ferri iodidi 
mixed with water, in doses of a drachm, twice and sometimes three 
times a day. It was continued, according to its effects, for various 
periods ; the shortest one month, and the longest three months. 

Of the twenty-five patients, eleven were males and fourteen females; 
their ages varied from eighteen to forty years. Eight were in the first 
stage of the disease ; three were in the second stage; and fourteen pre- 
sented positive evidence of pulmonary cavities. In ten cases there was 
great improvement ; in four, moderate improvement ; and in eleven no 
improvement. 

In analyzing these results, it was found that of the ten greatly 
improved, four were in the first stage of the disease, and six in the 
third. Of the four moderately improved, one was in the first stage, one 
in the second, and two in the third. Of the fourteen in whom no 
improvement was noticeable, three were in the first stage, two in the 
second, and nine in the third. 

Three cases of improvement were decidedly marked ; two of these 
patients, whose disease was only in the first stage, left the hospital with 
their pulmonary affection quiescent, and apparently restored to health, 
calling themselves indeed ''quite well ;" and the other, although more 
advanced, and in the first stage of phthisis, was marvelously improved, 
and able to resume his occupation. 

In two cases hseinoptysis came on during the administration of the 
iodide, and in two the iodide was discontinued on account of headaclia 
and dyspepsia. The spitting of blood probably was in no way attribut- 
able to its use ; haemoptysis having occurred previously in the same 
patients ; but the other symptoms, having ceased or diminished with a 
change of medicine, might perhaps be.fairly referred to its employment. 
Except in these instances, the iodide of iron appeared to agree very 
well with the patients, several of whom improved very much in appetite 
and strength. 

Three of the patients in whom there had been no improvement 
afterwards derived benefit from other medicines. 

In eight of the oases cod liver oil was occasionally taken in combi- 
nation with the iodide, one half of these were found to belong to the 
cImss ofimproYed^ the other half to that of not improved. 
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Of the fourteen improved cases, ten gained in weight, some of them 
Tery considerably, three remained in statu quo, and one lost two pounds 
while under treatment. The improvement/ however, was not always in 
proportion to the increase of weight, some of the patients who had 
increased the most having improved the least. 

It is, perhaps, worth recording that one of the patients took, aeci- 
dently, an ounce of the syrup, which would contain thirty-two grains 
of the iodide of iron. It produced a distressing feeling of weight at 
the epigastrium, attended with nausea and subsequent purging. For 
several weeks afterwards there was a loss of appetite, depression of 
spirits, and tk constant feeling of uneasiness in the region of the 
stomach, all of which, however, gradually passed away, leaving the 
patient apparently none the worse for the overdose. 

After making due allowance for the influence of concomitant circum- 
stances, such as rest, hygiene, and hope, all of which claim a prominent 
share in the improvement of all hospital patients, we are justified, Dr. 
Cotton, thinks, in arriving at the following conclusions : 

1. Syrup of the iodide of iron, in doses of a drachm twice or three 
times a day, occasionally produces headache with some dyspeptic 
symptoms ; but, for the most part, it is found to agree very well with 
consumptive patients. 

2. Although very far from exhibiting what might be termed a specific 
effect, it nevertheless seems to act very beneficially in a fair number of 
consumptive cases, especially in those where the disease is only in -an 
early stage. 

3. Under its influence the patient's weight is generally increased. — ^ 
Med. Times and Gazette, 

Therapeutical use of Digitalis. 

In an able paper on this subject, published in the Gazette ffehdoma* 
daire, by Dr. Germain, that gentleman comes to the following con- 
clusions : 

1. That in spite of the opinion expressed by Sanders, which is in 
contradiction to all that has been observed, digitalis retards the 
frequency of the contractions of the heart. 

2. That nothing demonstrates that it enfeebles the force of the 
contractions of the heart, while theory, physiological experience, and 
his own obsenrations, prove that one of its mediate effects in cases of 
contractions of the orifices of th« heart is to augment them, and that, 
in consequence, there is no danger in giving it in cases where the 
energy of the heart seems diminished. 

3. That the frequency of the contractions of the heart, in cases of 
obstruction of its orifices, prevent this organ from returning to a 
functionally normal standard, and keep up the disturbance of the 
circulation ; and digitalis having the property of diminishing the 
frequency of the contractions, it is not necessary to look for another 
mode of action to explain the amelioration which in these cases follows 
the administration of this article. 

4. That we can find nothing in the writings of authors which proves 
that digitalis possesses diuretic properties ',' and that this reputatioDi 
Mcribed to it by Withering, seems to have been tieeeigX^ m^^csroi^ 
diicvisioii bf all who have followed him* 
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5. It is very truQ that in organic affections of the heajt, in which 
the use of digitalis produces an amelioration in the circulation, it ii 
often followed hy an abundant diuresis, but that the diuresis in thii 
case is only a mediate effect caused by a return of the circulation to a 
normal state. 

6. That all authors are unanimous in ascribing to digitalis a power* 
ful action upon the stomach ; that in small doses it stimulates the 
appetite, but that i& doses sufficient to act upon the heart it producef 
anorexia, even nausea, and may become a cause of dangerous dyspepsia 
in a great number of cases. 

The following final conclusions are readily deducted : digitalis, 
possessing the property of diminishing thd frequency of the contrao* 
tions of the heart, should be employed in the affections of this organ^ 
consisting in a contraction in one of its orifices. 

It should be employed in these cases because the frequency of th4 
pulse opposes itself to the return of the circulation to its normal 
function ; but we should be careful in administering it in other affec* 
tions, accompanied by palpitations ; and for two reasons ; one, because 
the relief which it may procure is insignificant ; and the other, becaust 
while it does not act upon the original cause of the disease, it generally 
does only retard improvement by producing derangement of tXie diges* 
tive functions. 

Finally we should be careful in administering it in cases of dropsy 
not caused by affections o;f the heart. Digitalis possesses no diuretie 
action, and its employment under this title is dangerous, because i| 
may, in producing dyspepsia, become an obstacle, or Inay advance .the 
fatal nature of the malady. — Nashville Jour, of Med. and Sur. 



Tannin an Antidote against Stryehnine. 
As antidotes to strychniQC are very rare, it is with the greatest 
satisfaction that we receive any that are offered us, particularly when 
they are given as the result of numerous eiperiments. We extract 
from the Journal de Pharmcude et de Chimie the following note : 
t <^As the result of his e^perimente on rabbits and dogs. Dr. Kensak 
draws the conclusion thai tannin, promptly administered, is the best 
antidote against poisoning by strychnine. The quantity of tannin 
should be in proportion to that of the poison ; the doses should be, in 
fact, rather large, as the contents, of the stomach may absorb a part of 
the medicine. The tannin is preferred, on account of the readiness 
with which it may be procured as it exists in the nutgall, which should 
be given in powder with water, while an infusion or decoction is being 
prepared. For each grain of strychnine it is well to give at least one 
hundred and fifty graims of nutgall. Many other substances contain^ 
ing tannin might also be given in case of necessity. Vegetable acids 
and alcoholic substances should be avoided. We must take care, alsoi| 
to prevent any sudden movement^ as the symptoms are thereby in* 

ereased. 

"Nutgalls contain, according to Sir H, Davy, 26 parts in lOO of 

tannin ; according to Pelouze, 40 parts ; so that if we administer the 

pure tannin, the dose would be from thirty-nine to sixty grains fov 

esch grain of strychnine. But as tannin is a comparatively innocuous 

aubstanoe, we need not be oyer-accoratei so long as we give enough of it»^ 
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Pemdpliate of Iron as an Internal Hsomostatio. 

A paper was recently read before the Society for Medical Improre- 
ment at the Long Island College Hospital, oa the efficacy of the per- 
sulphate of iron as an internal remedy in passive haemorrhage of the 
lungs, stomach or any other viscus. Three cases are given in illustra* 
tion of its effects, one of haDmorrhage of the stomach, one of haemoptysis, 
and one of haematuria, in all of which it jproved most effectual. Dr. 
A. Hallet says, as reported in the Medical Times : — 

''In administering the persulphate of iron, care should be taken to 
have it largely diluted, and not to give too much at a time, as fVom its 
astringent effect on the mucous coat of the stomach, it is apt to be 
immediately ejected. I would also state that I have used it in profuse 
menstruation with a like happy result. I presume that it checks 
internal hemorrhage by ^exerting its astringent principle upon the 
capillaries, and also in haematuria, by correcting the alkaline condition 
of the urine, which is said to excite bleeding by its irritating qualities. 
Inflammation should preclude its use, until it is overcome by appropri- 
ate remedies. 

''In Dr. Hamilton's patient, who was operated upon in this Hospital 
four days ago for vesico -vaginal fistula, profuse haemorrhage came on 
yesterday, from the bladder, so much so that quite large clots were 
expelled through the urethra, and the patient began to sink from loss 
of blood. I understand from Dr. Lynch, that every other means 
having failed to arrest the haemorrhage, recourse was had to the 
solution of persulphate of iron internally, when the bleeding stopped. 
But whether 'post hoc, ergo propter hoc,* is true in this case, I am 
unable to say.'* 



Sub-Nitrate of Bismuth as a Dressing for Blisters, etc. 

Dr. John E. Wright, of Augusta, La., (New Orleans Medical and 
Surgical Journal^) highly recommends the topical application of the 
sub-nitrate of bismuth in blisters, especially on young and irritable 
subjects. His attention was called to it by a notice of Dr. Richardson, 
of New Orleans, of its good effects as an application to burns, scalds, 
etc. Of its application in blisters, Dr. Wright says : 

"The prompt relief from suffering, and the charm like change in 
the character of the denuded surface, from a fiery, inflamed, and angry 
ispeet, to that immediate healthy action and rapid restoration of the 
cuticle, so encouraged me in the use of the remedy as not only to apply 
it subsequently in several similar cases, with a like happy result, but 
to recommend it unhesitatingly to my professional acquaintances, who 
are unanimous in their- expressions of satisfaction and delight at its 

effects. 

"Make a paste of linseed oil and sub-nitrate of bismuth, about the 
consistency of very thick cream, and apply it carefully with a fine, soft 
mop, or camel's hair brush, so as completely and perfectly to cover 
every part of the affected surface with a thick coating of the paste ; 
over this apply a thin, soft cloth of old linen, slightly lubricated with 
linieed oil ; then a layer of thin, soft bats of carded cotton ; then a thin 
btoad bandage, smoothly and evenly applied to retam l\ie ^\ic\^ \u viu^ 

and jmtr trouble isoreft with that blister. No toitut^ ?iom mo^^Kxi^ 
10 
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washing and dressing is subsequently necessary. No noisome, greasy 
rags, or foul cabbage leavfes, or poultices are required. All that is 
necessary is occasionally to raise the dressings, and carefully retouch 
any part of the blister with the bismuth paste, which may have become 
bare from moving about, etc. In a word, keep the part constantly and 
thoroughly covered with a thick coating of the paste, and light soft 
dressing over it 

**The recent introduction of bismuth as an injection for vaginal 
leucorrhoea, for gonorrhoea, etc., etc., and its known efficacy in many 
morbid conditions of the mucous membranes, would naturally point to 
its efUcacy in an equal degree, when applied to denucied surfaces." 



A Case in whick Portions of the Fostus made their way &om fh* 
Uterus, through the Abdominal Walls by Uleerative Proceit. 
Patient Eeeovered. 

BY DE8AUSSURE FORD, M. D., OF MEDICAL COLLEGE OP GEORGIA. 

Mrs. H , widow aged 35 years, stated she had been delivered 

of three children — one still living, the other died of trismus nascen* 
tium — with a third child had been pregnant, about five and a Jialf 
months, up to January, 1860, when she aborted, the presentation a 
footling ; the trunk, superior and inferior limbs protruding beyond the 
vulva, the head remaining confined tightly by the contractions — which 
must have been anomalous — of the os tincae. Fearing detection, (for 
her pregnancy was the result of criminal intercourse) she cut off that 
which was hanging from her, when, to use her own language, the head 
went back. She supposed the foetus to have been dead about nine 
days. When questioned, she denied that there wa^ any bleeding, or 
other discharge at the time, and could give no account of the cord, or 
placenta. 

April 18th. — Four months after this most strange and unnatural 
occurrence, Mrs. H ■ ■ was admitted into the Augusta City Hos* 
pital, with a fistulous opening immediately below the umbilicus, which 
was discharging, Very freely, a dark yellow and offensive matter, 
undoubtedly partly fecal which could be accounted for after the ex- 
traction of the bones. She continued in this state until July 25th, 
when I took charge of the Hospital, discovering the bones of a footal 
head protruding through this opening, then about two inches in diam* 
eter. . In receiving a report — not a detailed one — from the attendant 
physician before my service, I gathered : that she was affected with 
chronic constipation, which was at first relieved by enemas and 
cathartics, which latter — castor oil was generally used — he thought 
could be detected in the secretions from the fistulous opening. 

At first I supposed this a case of extra-uterine fcetation, indeed tha 
opinion was unsettled, until the examination had been made, with the 

bones extracted. Mrs. H was in a deplorable and emaciated 

state, a condition inviting prompt relief, by surgical operation, which 
I performed on the 27th. It was not necessary for an incision of the 
walls of the abdomen, but bone after bone — the soft parts surrounding 
them having been disorganized — was extracted by a rotary traction 
with a pair of strong forceps, which bones were the following: — two 
parietal ; two temporal, without petrous portion attached , one petrotf 
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portion ; one malleui ; one tympanic bone ; splienoid ; one malar ; 
occipital ; frontal, in two pieces ; one scapula ; radius and ulnar, with 
phalanges and metacarpal bones of one finger. 

These bones are, iq development^ as near the size pf a six montfae 
foetus as could be determined, which fact substantiates her story, that 
she had been pregnant about six months. After these bones were 
extracted, a digital examination disclosed a large cavity, answering to 
the internal form of the uterus, which cavity, in the mesian line, had 
an outlet like the form and position of the passage through the cervix. 
This large cavity communicated, by an extensive opening, with the 
ascending colon, the finger readily tracing the interior of the intestinei 
above and below, as far as it could reach. 

The 28th day after the operation, prescribed: 

1^ Valet's Proto, Carb. Ferfi, 5j. 

Water Sviii— M. 

Give a teaspoonful three times a day. 

Apply to the wound, cloths wet with a solution of chloride soda. 
Had taken 2j castor oil this morning — no effect. Fecal matter dis- 
charged through opening. 

29th. — This morning passed a living worm, 4 inches long, throng)^ 
fistulous opening, with largo quantities of fecal matter. Had an action 
through the rectum yesterday. Ordered an enema of warm salt and 
water. 

80th. — Ordered daily enemas of warm water every morning, an hour 
tfler breakfast. Fecal matter discharging. 

Slst.^ — Fecal matter still discharging, though much diminished ia 
quantity. Strength better. 

August 2d. — Passed a worm through the opening. Had an action 
through rectum, after enema. Ordered, instead of enema in the morn- 
ing, castor oil 3j &nd spts. turpentine gtts. v. 

August 4th. — Fecal matter still discharging. Continued enemas. 
Strength much improved. 

August 9th. — Continue treatment. Condition some better, heft 
the city and record was not kept until, 

August 14tb« — Is having natural operations through the rectum, 
with very little discharge from opening. Strength and general con- 
dition improved. 

August 18th. — Had an attack of gastralgia. Ordered gtts. xzx 
tinct. epii. and mustard over epigastrium. Continued to improve 
daily, having natural evacuationi§ through rectum, with fistulous 
opening very nearly healed, and no inconveniences from discharges. 

Mrs. H left the Hospital September 7th, two months and ten 

days after the extraction of the bones. 

Remarks, — The fact that a foetus has escaped through the abdominal 
walls, by ulceration, and the patient recovering, indeed, impregnation 
existing, after such an accident, is by no means novel. (See report of 
a very remarkable ease of Extra-Uterine Foetation in Keating*8 edition 
of Ramsbotham's System of Obstetrics, page 580.) In this case it will 
be noted that a fistulous opening wa^ made, by ulceration, into some 
portion of the intestinal tube, and still the patient survived, but 

exactly the counterpart ef the case of Mrs. H . I cannot fL\i4. 

in whioh the ufertti tt$elf retaiaed a part of a foetus, t^ial ^vt\i ^^«^v 
Ung Harougb Its waU§, beiog extracted as detailed. 
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The fiendish orhninality, and nnnataralness of the aet of cutting oif 
a foDtns, on the part of the mother, and the apparent discrepancy of 
her aoconnt, together "^ith some of the bones extracted, riz : a radin8> 
ulnar, scapula,, phalanges would seem to inyalidate the opinion formed 
of the case ; not so ; howeyer, when we consider all the circumstancesf 
especially the fright, solicitude of the mother in any attempt, however 
enormous, to avoid detection. The fact of these bones of the arm 
haying been found will explain, in a measure, the difficulty of the 
delirery, in that a footling presentation, unless one of the arms remain! 
impacted with the head, could have been easily deliyered, if the head 
was not abnormally enlarged, her statement, the inferior and superior 
limbs and trunk hanging out, to the contrary notwithstanding. The 
absence of the presence of a humerus ; a second malar bone ; a second 
petrous portion of temporal bone ; a second tympanic bone, Ac, 
explains a statem'ent she made, that some small bones had come out of 
the fistulous orifice from time to time. Why, then, the number of 
these bones indefinite, might not b^ones have escaped, which would 
show the case one of extrauterine foetation ? Because, by examina- 
tion, after the remaining bones had been extracted, neither the 
opening into' the colon, nor the passage through the cervix uteri, 
could hfl,ye been confounded with the openings through the fallopian 
tubes, their size, form, -position excluding the possibility of such bXL 
error. 

The time which elapsed after she aborted, before the first appearance 
of the opening in the abdomen, could not be determined, and the exact 
condition of Mrs. H - from the time she severed the body of the 

foetus from the head, to the time she was admitted into the Hospital It 
unknown, the probability, however, is that the detritus of the foettns 
passed out per vaginam, and the uterus contraotiag down upon the 
bones of the head caused them to ulcerate their way through its walls. 
Adhesive infi'ammation was set up, which prevented the escape of the 
discharge into the peritoneal cavity, the exudation cf plastic lympb^ 
forming a distinct cavity, by agglutinating the edges of the uterus 
with those of the abdominal walls. The fistulous opening into the 
colon was, most probably, formed by the bones cutting through its 
walls. The exudations of plastic lymph, as in the external opening, 
formed adhesions similar to an artificial anus. This internal opening, 

80 to speak, had closed entirely before Mrs. H left the Hospital, 

as evidenced by the absence of any fecal discharge. 

It is unfortunate the patient did not remain in the Hospital until 
the perfect closure of the opening through the abdominal walls had 
been effected ; it was, however, granulating healthily, then about ^ inch* 
in diameter ; this fact, with her generally improved condition, warranti 
the opinion of recovery, the principal difficulty (the opening int6 the 
intestinal canal) having already been perfectly closed. 

Mrs. H was much agitated at the probability of legal invest!* 

gation, suggested by some of her female enemies, who, hearing the 
horrible enormity of her mode of delivery, seemed determined to 
torture the unfortunate wretch by exposure. With this anticipation 
hangii^g over her, she left the city by stealth. Means were employed 
to follow her, but with no success. 

Southern Medical and Surgical Journal, 
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Formation and Spontaneous Coro of Artificial Anns. 

BY CHARLE8 H. OSBORNS, X. D., OF NEW YQRK. 

Elizabeth Dalmage, native of Scotland, aged 46 years, of a remark^ 
ably strong constitution, on the Ist of 'December, 1860, while lifting a 
heavy weight (to express it in her own language,) ^*she felt something 
^ive way. She continued at her work during the remainder of the 
day, feeling very little pain. Upon retiring to bed she first made thQ 
discovery of a large tumor in her right groin, which proved to li>e a 
direet inguinal hernia. She states that, while feeling this tumor, sha 
became nauseated, and afterwards vomited. She was advised by some 
friends to apply linseed poultiees, which she oontinued to do until I 
was called to see her, on the morning of the 3d of December, two days 
after she had received the injury. I found her laboring under a h^gh 
fever, full, quick pulse, and complaining of great headache. Upon 
leaking an examination of the parts, I found a tumor about the size of 
a teacup, with a spot of gangrene half an inch in diameter on each side. 
Upon touching the tumor, the lower spots gave way, discharging a 
large quantity of offensive pus. I prescribed as a local application 
yeast poultices, and administered opium internally. I called the same 
evening and found the fever much abated, pulse reduced to about 90. 
Soon i^r I had left in the morning, she had had an inclination to 
take a stool, and up6n straining, several inches of gangrenous gut 
protruded from the lower opening, followed by a large quantity of half 
digested food. I removed the dead portion of the gut and cleansed 
the wound with soap and water, reapplied the yeast poultices, and 
continued with the opium, one ^ grain every three hours. — Dec, 4tth. 
Fever lessened, pulse 80. Inflammation subsided in the tumor, dis- 
charge of pus and small quantity of food ; continued the same treat- 
ment, the wound being cleansed before the application of each poultice. 
Dee, ISlh, Pulse 60, but very weak, strength failing fast. Cold 
extremities, nausea and vomiting. The administration of opium 
suspended; ordered beef-tea, wine-whey, etc. From this date the 
wound rapidly healed by granulation, adhesion taking place between 
the edges of the gut and the wound ; and on the 18th the old passage 
was re-established, and she had a very comfortable stool from her anus 
proper. By the first week in January the wound was entirely healed, 
and the patient was in the enjoyment of her usual good health. — 
American Medical Times. 
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Science in ITnion. 

• The admirers of the institution of our French neighbors have been 
wont to justify their admiration by a reference to the scientific organi- 
sation of the savant of Paris, as affording an instance of superior ar- 
rangement and more perfect order; and indeed there is something 
imposing and authoritative in the associated meetings, the official re- 
ports, and the administrative relations of the great scientific bodies of 
Paris, of which wc can offer but an imperfect similitude. The meetings 
of the Institute of France, the reports of the Committees of the Acad- 
emy of Science and of Medicine, have the highest authority, and 
assume the most dignified forms of public exposition. \\. \% Vt\iA^ 
Udeed that the perfect centralization and goveinmentsX leXaM^ii^*^ 
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science in Paris have their pecaliar disadvantages. Bj way of papers 
referred to the learned bodies by the Secretary for the Interior almost 
every species of quackery and folly has in turn forced itself within the 
scientific circle, and raised its head, if ^nly to be crashed, yet with so 
jnuch assurance and clamor as to have spread for the time throughout 
Europe the delusive newa that it had .been received into scientific 
society. In France, too, the patronage of Government has necessarily 
brought with it nepotism and political passion, elements alien to the 

frowth of science. The ipost coveted honors have been sometimes 
estowed or withheld in obedience to the whispers of power or of 
party. In England we have hitherto preferred the diffused pleasurefl 
of freedom to the concentrated power of a rigid centralization. Our 
Medical Societies are scattered, self-governed, and self-dependant. In 
striving now to reach a phase of general combination, they seek also to 
retain their individual. autonomy. At any rate the Medical Societies 
of London, in whatever form amalgamated, will always preserve for 
their members a perfect immunity from external dictation. The char- 
ter under which such an amalgamation may be effected will probably 
receive the royal sanction in the course of this year. In the excellent 
address of M. Skey, the past history and glories of the Medical and Chi- 
rurgical Society were ably sketched. But there can be no questioa 
that the good influence of this and of all our Medical Societies would be 
greatly increased by their amalgamation, which we hope is /not far 
distant. Mr. Skey gave forcible expression to an opinion much and, 
as we think, wisely held, tUat questions at issue of public importance 
should be sifted by committees, and when these committees can be 
appointed from all sections of the profession, and their reports dis- 
cussed in the {presence of truljS representative meetings, — committees 
and meetings representative not of a section or of a clique, but of the 
whole body medical, — then their decisions may attain an unequalled 
and invaluable authority, which will often help to guide and tranquilize 
the public mind. — London Lancet 



An Epidemic Tracked. 

There are few more important questions in connection with the 
management of the health of sailors, in tropical climates, and the reso- 
lution of some difficult points alike interesting to science and com- 
merce, than the determination of the conditions under which epidemic 
diseases, such as yellow fever and cholera, arise and are diffused. It 
has been an old and with some is still a favorite belief that yellow 
fever is a disease not infectious, but solely due to a peculiar constitu- 
tion of the atmosphere—strietly limited indeed in locality, and arbitra- 
rily bounded in duration. There is the gravest reason to doubt and 
even to deny tbis view. At a highly important meeting of a Society 
which has rendered great service to epidemiological science, and occu- 
pied itself with the discussion of some of the greatest sanitary problems 
which involve the welfare of the people, facts and conclusions were 
recently stated which lead almost irresistibly to the view that yellow 
fever is directly, intensely, and fatally infectious. Dr. Bryson's valu- 
Mh]e paper at the Epidemiological Society, relating the successive 
ontburata ofjellow fever in a consecutive series of her Majesty's shijpK, 
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eupplies a strong chain of facts. The ship Icarus had touched at 
Belize in August,' There the yellow fever raged. ' Soon after leaving, 
her crew were attacked with the disease. Out of 120 persons 37 died. 
When the vessel reached Port Koyal a pinnace was sent from the 
Imaum to assist in landing the crew. 11 out of 14 of the boat's crew 
from the Imaum were then also seized with yellow fever, and most of 
them died. Then one of the Imaum* s crew, who had only come in 
contact with the officers of the Icarus and their baggage on shore, was 
taken with the disease which spread indiscriminately through the ship, 
attacking 38 persons, old and young, of whom 17 died. Again, the 
ship Hydra^i boats were for two nights employed in rowing guard 
around the Icartis, Within two days the yellow fever attacked the 
crew of the Hydra. It spread through the ship, killing 8 of the crew ; 
and was only extinguished by dispatching the Hydra to the northern 
latitude of Halifax, Nova Scotia. Finally when the Imaum became 
the seat of yellow fever, as above stated, after communication with the 
ill-fated Icarus y a number of supernumaries were removed from her to 
the Barracouta^ but as much as possible segregated from its crew. 
Nevertheless, it was soon evident that these men had brought the seeds 
of the fever with tbera. Cases of fever occurred among the supernu- 
meraries, and then it spread to the crew of the Barracouta, its fatal 
ravages being only checked by the ship running into temperate lati- 
tudes. ^ 

The case seems terribly clear* The experiment was more awfully 
complete than any human hand could have devised. From one centre 
the disease radiated in three directions, and at each spot a fresh centre 
of infection and of death was established. Infection by yellow fever 
being once fully settled to be a hard truth — and we do not see how 
henceforth it can be doubted — it follows that the landing of the sick 
crew on their dispersion can only tend to multiply circles of epidemic 
disease. In this case and in others it was seen that nothing extin- 
guished the disease like running into a northern climate, which is a 
speedy and a safe remedy. We fully concur in the forcible remarks 
of Dr. M' William. The duty of commanding officers should be defined 
and they should be bound to adopt this proceeding, as the best if not 
the only means of thoroughly arresting the plague. If from other 
paramount considerations the sick must be landed within warm lati- 
tudesjjhere yello^^Bjy^an continue to exist, their s trie Segregation 
becomesa matter o^^ffnrsrim^rtance. ^iM^^ *^ 

If these definite conclusions meet with general acquiescence, at lea^ 
the sad calamity we have recorded will not be without its useful lesson ; 
and from the careful study to which it was submitted on the 4th ult. 
at the Epidemiological Society, we may hope that the means may be 
found of preventing the occurrence of disasters so widely fatal. — Xo7»- 
don Lancet, 

Apoplexy and Narcotism. 

The recent charge of participation in the crime of causing death by 

foison, urged against Mr. Spain, has been very summarily disposed of. 
t has been shown, immediately on the institution of a serious investiga- 
tion, that not only was he perfectly innocent of any offence and highly 
lobe commended for conduct of great kindness aud ^(^Xi^tc^^vV^ ^ Vq\ 
that the orime with which be was charged had neyet \>e^xi QQ\£Lm\»\A^ 
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Not only that he bad not poisoned his daughter-in-law, bnt she had 
not taken poison nor died from poison. Her death occurred from 
apoplexy. Thus a yery serious charge has been made against a per* 
fectly innocent man ; he has incurred, temporarily, the odium of a 
horrible suspicion, and has been subjected to the grave inconvenienceB 
of detention and public examination upon the groundless suspicion of 
being concerned in a crime which has never been perpetrated. The 
primum mobile was unquestionably the surgeon who was called to Mrs. 
Spain at the time of death, and this gentleman will rest his vindication 
upon the superficial resemblance between death from cerebral apoplexy 
and death from narcotic poisoning. He found the patient in a state W'' 
insensibility,' her eyes closed, her countenance pallid, her pulse scarcely 
perceptible, the pupils contracted; and from these appearances ''he 
had no doubt that she was laboring under the effects of some narcotic 
poison, and that her death had been produced by poison.'* The oon* 
elusion, however, by no means flows naturally from the facts stated. 
The above are well-known symptoms of cerebral apoplexy as well as of 
narcotic poisoning; and the absence of stertor is not a circumstanee 
which need cause surprise or should properly be a source of error. 
The fact of the known difficulty of diagnosis between some cases of 
cerebral apoplexy and narcotic poisoning, if it suggests an excuse for 
error, commonly also ensures a degree of caution which renders error 
impossible. There is an obvious moral to be deduced frOm the misad* 
venture of Mr. Nott. Charges so grave should not even be hinted in 
the absencQ a>f evidence in such a case. Until the body is examined, 
opinions are mere guesses ; how fallible and how:.4angeron6, the case 
will strongly show. The greater or less probabiUtj of the guess has 
really very little to do with the question. The prea^nee or absence of 
the scent of opium as a rational ground for gneMiing was much dis- 
cussed ; but it forms no justification for an affinMbye or negative 
opinion, until the body has been duly ezaminefiL A person dying 
from other causes suddenly may smell of opium ; and one poisoned by 
opium may be wholly free from its scent. Oaosses. should be entirely 
discarded where Medicine walks hand in hand with law. Judiciid 
science has only to discuss facts, and the importation of probabilities 
is fatal to its accuracy and destructive of its authority. 

London Lancet. 




The Physician's Finger. 

A very extraordinary case, and one sufficiently disquieting to phy- 
sicians, has just been tried in the Court of Assizes at Paris. An 
Auvergnat named Mourges rents a house in the Rue des Beaux ArtSi 
and occupies part of it in the business of a charcoal dealer, letting out 
the remainder in lodgings. Amongst his tenants were a poor couple 
named Brin, and he used to make them pay their rent every fortnight 
in advance. On the 1st of January he went to their room to claim the 
money for the fortnight about to commence. Brin was absent, and his 
wife was ill in bed. He insolently called on the poor woman to pay 
him the money; but her medical attendant. Dr. Guzmard, who had 
entered just before, pointed out to him the impropriety of tormenting 
a sick person, and recommended him to return when her husbana 
should he at home. But he began abusing the doctor, and at length 
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seised him by the collar. The doctor pushed mm away wiln violence, 
and he fell. This enraged him, and jumping up he flew at the physi- 
oian^ caught one of his fingers between his teeth, and actually bit off 
the terminal portion at the first joints In his defence the man 
pretended that in a struggle with the doctor the finger accidentally got 
into his mouth, and that by a nervous movement which he could not 
control he had bitten it off. The jury accepted this strange ezplanatien 
and acquitted the man ; but the Court condemned him to pay the 
doctor 3900 francs. — London Lancet. 




Absinthe Drinking in France. 

Fashion holds despotic sway in every phase of life. The drinking 
customs of nations yield to it. With us, hard cider has given way to 
lager beer, and in France, wine has been replaced by absinthe. A 
correspondent of a New York paper, writing from Paris says : 

The frightful effects caused by absinthe drinking in France are just 
now exciting a good deal of interest in the medical fraternity. Ab- 
sinthe is drank in immense quantities by all classes of Society in Paris. 
In front of the magnificent cafes in the boulevards, between three and 
five o'clock in the afternoon, hundreds of gentlemen may be seen sit- 
ting, mixing and sipping this villainous green liquor, which is taken by 
way of an appetizer before dinner. Workmen drink it in the low, 
corner establishments of the '^marchands do vin.'' In different por- 
tions of the city are establishments which are crowded from morning 
till night, in which the sale of absinthe is made a ^'specialty," and 
where nothing else is sold. Ladies of high families are reported to 
have yielded to its fascination. It has been exported, and is used to 
an enormona extent in all the French colonies, and statistics of ex- 
portation ahow that immense quantities of it are sent to America; and 
It may not, therefore, be uninteresting to learn something about the 
composition and effeota of this seductive liquor, which, from the actual 
irresistible power which it wields over its victims, as well from the 
similarity of its effects and the general and increasing popularity it has 
acquired; may not improperly be called the "opium of the west. ' 

What it is made of, — In a paper recently read before the Academy 
of Medicine of Paris, M. Motet, a physician, who has evidently devoted 
a good deal of attention to this subject, says, that the habitual use of 
absinthe causes a series of pathological manifestations extremely grave, 
and differing essentially from the effects produced by other alcoholic 
drinks. For ten years past, enormous quantities of it have been drank 
in Paris. The murderous beverage has been taken to Algeria, where 
it has been greatly abused by the colonists and the army, and where 
the heat of the climate tends greatly to heighten its deleterious effects. 
The effect of large doses, or of the habitual use of this liquor is now 
well known, but the drinker returns to it in obedience to an apparently 
irresistible fascination, knowing that it is destroying him. 

"Absinthe," which is a French word, meaning, in English, <*worm» 
wood," is a liquor made by the distillation of a number of plants with 
alcohol. These are the tops of the wormwood, fiag-root, anniseed, 
angelioa-root, leaves of dittany, (^Origanum dictamus,) and sweet mar- 
goram. All these are placed in alcohol of very high pxoof^ thVi^x^ \\i^^ 
aie allowed to remain eight days, when the mixtuiQla dLV^\i\\^^> li^"^^ 
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iialf an ounce or the' essential oil of anise is then added to each threo^ 
gallons of the liquor. The first caie after the distillation is to see 
whether the liquor has a good color, and nvhether it will ^'whiten" well, 
and, if it is lacking in these essentials, it is brought up to the proper 
point with indigo, tinoture of curcuma, hyssop, nettles, and sulphate of 
copper. Absinthe, however, requires no adulteration to make it a pos- 
itive poison. Composed of plants of highly exciting qualities, mixed 
with highly-concentrated alcohol, it acts directly upon the nervous 
system, having a much more positive effect than oth^r alcoholic liquors. 
^ Tn thftifiy^rf°° ^^^'sm^ation. the plants fur^BHlMvejral volatile oils^ 
which are among the most violent poisons, and, beside th^^e^-ii^illH^ 
be remembered that a large quantity of the essential oil of anise is 
added. Probably few persons in mixing their absinthe, have ever 
stopped to consider the cause of the "whitening,'* or ever thought that 
the better the liquor "mixes the more powerfully poisonous it is. The 
white deposit, which, in precipitating, renders the liquor turbid, comes 
from the essential oils of anise, wormwood, angelica, etc., which are 
held in solution of alcohol, but which are not soluble in water, or al- 
cohol weakened with it. 

It% effects, — So much for the composition of this vile compound. 
Now for its effects, which, in a sentence, are summed up by Dr. Motet 
as a general poisoning of the system, which terminates in insanity and 
death. The following are given as the primary effects of the habitual 
use of absinthe: — the muscular system is brought into a state of un- 
certainty and indecision, which is easy to recognize by contractions 
and trembling of the forearm, of the hand and inferior members. 
Strange sensations are observed by the unfortunate victim — such as 
tingling and pricking of the skin, heaviness of the limbs, and numb- 
ness — the hand seizing and as suddenly letting go anything within its 
reach. In standing, the patients require something to lean against, 
not being solid upon their legs ; the knees tremble and bend — a gene- 
ral air of hebetude marks the features ; the lips, the tongue, and the 
muscles of the face tremble; the eye is sad and sorrowful; the ekin 
becomes yellowish ; dyspepsia and wasting away ensue ; the mucous 
membranes assume a violet hue ; the hair falls off, and the whole 
frame-work of the man falls into a premature old age and dilapidation. 

Such are the bodily signs of absinthe poison — and the mental 
troubles progress concurrently with the disorders of the muscular sys- 
tem. By reason of the progress of the disease of the brain, the sleep 
of the patient is disturbed ; he has terrible dreams, and nightmares, 
and sudden wakings. He has hallucinations, illusions, blinding of the 
eyes, vertigos, hypochondria, a very marked embarrassment and dwel- 
ling upon words in speaking, and a constantly decreasing strength of 
intellect. Such is the sad cortege of symptoms presented by the un- 
fortunate victims of the terrible absinthe poison. 

Nothing, says Dr. Motet, can stop the progress of the disease of the 
brain. Sometimes the symptoms will be more favorable, for a greater 
or less time, but the respite must not be taken as a sign of approaching 
cure, and a little sooner or a little later death steps in the midst of 
epileptic attacks, at a time when there is scarcely any human intelli- 
f;eaee remaining — when the animal alone exists, and in a state of 
degradation of which no description can [;\ve an accMt^A.^ '\^^^. 
Ms j}rohibiiion in the army and navy, — ^TYie 15T^uc\i ^o^^xti\a^\x\» \kWk 
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prohibited the use of absiothe in the army and navy — even to the offi- 
cers — and it is said that an attempt is to bo made to prevent its im- 
portation into the colonies. Deaths and insanity, the result of its 
habitaal use, are, I am informed by a medical friend of mine, very 
common in Paris ; and that on the tombstones of several of the promi- 
nent men in the literary world, whose lights have gone oat during the 
past ten years, might with truth be written, "died of absinthe." And 
yet, with all shese terrible facts before them, the use of this villainous 
mixture is daily increasing, and it is by no means improbable that the 

fovernment, which interferes in matters of much less importance, will 
nd it necessary before long to adopt a "Maine liquor law,'* prohibiting 
the sale of the poisonous compound. — Medical and Surgical Reporter, 



John M. Francis, M. D., £. L. D. 

"We make the following extract from the Eulogy, by Prof. A. M. 

Gardner, M.D.; read before the Medico-Chirurgical College, New York, 

March 7th, 1861. From the American Medical Monthly, 

His General Health. — During the long protracted life of Dr. 
Francis, he enjoyed unusual health and vigor ; although he had had 
yellow fever and small- pox, and during his illness with the former he 
was comforted by the sight of his coffin, brought to fccilitatc his re- 
moval; till, in the year 1823, he had a serious attack of laryngitis. 
He had been, prior to this first attack, unusually robust ; and, naturally 
sanguineous, this disease assumed a most acute inflammatory type. 
Educated in the old-school doctrinef^, he practiced upon himself the 
views he had taught, and so earnestly defended ever afterwards, and 
during bis illness had taken from his own arm a quantity of blood 
which has ever since been quoted as the most ultra carrying out of tho 
depletory doctrine to a successful termination. On the 17th November 
venesection to jxl; ; evening 3xx. 18th Nov., gxvj. ; evening, 3xvj. 
19th Nov., 3xvj. ; evening 3xvj. 20th Nov., 3xvj. 22d Nov., 3xij. 
Total, Jclij. Three or four days after, being still in a precarious 
condition, yenesection was again repeated. Numerous less serious 
attacks occurred afterwards, and for which he bled himself more 
than one hundred and fifty times. The first great shock to his 
•Tstem was in consequence of the loss of his oldest son, before 
allnded to, from which sad dispensation he never fully recovered. 
His nervous system was again greatly disturbed by the excitement 
incident to his removal from Bond street, where he had lived so long, 
le % more suitable residence, away from the turmoil of business, the 
seivf street, and the attendant dust and smoke filled air. For many 
veeu eleep seemed departed from his pillow, and in the week's seven 
Inn be slept little more than as many hours. 

JjdMJn Illness. — From this, however, he seemed quite recovered"; 
fa^irlien fairly settled in Sixteenth Street, cheerfulness, appetite, and 
l%Pt Tetnrncd, and he again entered upon his usual life of activity 
md beneficence. Early in December last, he was seized with an 
nninoas carbuncle npon his back, in the dorsal region, which attained 
ko the magnitude of six inches in circumference ; and when this had 
reached its maximum, a more huge one still made its appearance la 
the lumbar region, whieh iiweiied to the enormo\is dvm^u&vv^ti^ ^ 1D^2^% 
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by seven inches. Coincidentlj, numerous smaller ones, fVom the size 
of a nut to that of a hen's egg, appeared around. Such a mass of 
carbunoular disease never fell under the notice of his ezperieneed 
attendants, Drs. R. H. Kissam, Valentine Mott, and W. H. Van Buren. 
While* this disease progressed, an apthous affection of the month, 
throat, fauces, and the entire mucous membrane, as far as the fingejr 
eould reach, so disturbed his powers of eating, digestion, and assimila- 
tion, that starvation seemed imminent ; but after some two week's con- 
tinuance this unpleasant symptom disappeared, and with the return 
of a good appetite and the assimilation of nutritious food, it was hoped 
that he would be able to support the reparative process now goipg on 
in the diseased parts. But while the hopes seemed about to be crowned 
by a successful issue, an abscess appeared in the popliteal space, 
and extended well up the posterior face of the thigh. After some days 
this was opened, and a large quantity of healthy pus withdrawn, with 
apparent relief. This additional drain upon his system was, however, 
too much for his constitution to sustain, and for several days before his 
final departure he had frequent attacks of exhaustion, and nature was 
evidently sinking, till, in the course of the night of Thursday, it was 
apparenj} that he could not long survive. Serene and calm, as he had 
been during his whole illness, he expressed his entire resignation to 
ihe will of God, and met this trying hour with composure. Seeing his 
family gathered around his bedside, he said, ^^It is a very solemn 
thing to see you all around me — how characteristie of an exit!" 
Shortly after, turning to his dear friend and attentive physician, Dr. 
Kissam, he said, ^<God bless you ! Blessed be God 1 Blessed be Jesua 
Christ I" He then asked if he could turn over, and immediately after 
being assisted to do this, he said '^I'm gone ! I'm deadT' These were 
his last words, for in less than three minutes from this time, at the 
close of nine weeks of great suffering, at a few minutes before three 
o'clock Friday morning, February 8th, Dr. John W. Francis calmly, 
and without a struggle, entered the unknown world. 
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Dr. Francis was essentially a representative man. Many looked 
upon him a^ a type of the Knickerbocker settlers of New Amsterdam, 
with who'ii it is seen he had no affinity ; yet still his short, thick-set 
frame, which weighed about one hundred and ninety pounds, his 
straight-bodied coat and vest, his white neckerchief, broad-brimmed 
hat, inseparable cane, and gold spectacles, made a unity in look which 
fancy associates to the early Dutch settlers. This pleasant figure will 
be henceforward missed from our streets. To the medical profession 
his loss is irreparable. Among our silent members his ever-ready 
utterance, his quaint ideas and historical reminiscences, his polysyllabic, 
Johnsonian language, will no more be heard. He who was ever ready 
to say kind words of others now needs others to speak for him. To 
the literary world his departure will be mourned. No needy writer 
ever failed to get his subscription and his influential name to his 
list; and if among the choice works which compose his large library he 
has left behind there be found a few deserving to be called trash, be 
assured that his head did not select if his heart paid for them. Il 
would be curious to know the number of books and pamphlets dedica- 
tjd to him J Ttej must exceed a hundred in number, of all character! 
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and descriptioDs; bools of proso &nd poetry, on medicine and other 
Bciences, pamphlets, and sheets of music. Within a year, one day's 
issne of the ever teeming press brought three inscribed to him in worda 
of admiration and affection. 

Finally, the poor will sadly miss him. It has been well daid, 'Hhat 
beneath a lively and off-hand address'* he kept a heart "open as day to 
melting charity. ' His purse was never closed to the needy even in 
seeming, while his professional toils were freely given to soldiers who 
had battled for their country's honor ; artists who had perhaps once 
been something, or belonged to the professions of Cooke, Siddons, 
Garcia, De Begnis, Malibran, Sontag, or Grisi, whom he so much 
loved to see and hear ; to the clergy of all denominations, to the sons of 
the sons of an old friend, or to a favorite household servant — these he 
attended, in larger numbers than any other professional man that I 
know, with a fidelity unsurpassed by that accorded to the wealthy and 
those in high positions, and whose tears of gratitude dropped upon 
his bier was all the return he received in this world. 

And what is the result we arrive at by this contemplation ? We see 
on the one hand incessant devotion to duty, persistent toil, a kindly 
heart, a generous hand ; and on the other a quiet mind, honor, the 
love of one's fellows, the tears of the poor, the gates of heaven. 

Can that man be deftd 
Whose spiritnal influence is on his kind f 
He lives in glory ; and his speaking dust 
Um more of life than half its breathing moulds. 
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EDITORIAL DEPAETMENT 



. Post-Masters and Fost-Offices. 
We are sorry to find that the Post-Masters have not, in many in- 
stances, attended to their duties ; and that, through their neglect, or 
some change in Post-Office arrangements, many of our subscribers have 
received the News irregularly^ and in some instances numbers have 
been lost. Will our subscribers see to this in their own sections, and 
eall the attention of such officers to their duty ? The JNews is issued 
regularly on the fifteenth of every month. 



[ Consequences of the War. 
Excitement. — Among other evil results in consequence of the 
"pervading excitements^ that has arisen from the impending civil war 
has been the abrupt termination of the lectures of the Cincinnati Sum^ 
mer School of Medicine, We learn from the Lancet and Observer that 
having completed one-half of its term " it was concluded to adjourn 
the session, as neither lecturers nor pupils could concentrate their atten* 
iian upon the topics of study.^* Surely civil war is no less melancholy 
in its effects upon tho medical profession than upon others. Let us 
hope that peace will soon bless the land, and that the faculty ofintel" 
JeelfiaZ concentration will be restored to our unfortunate friends^ ^(^^ 
8eem^ n% the pregent time, to bare lost it. ^ 
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Postponement of the Meeting of the American Hedieal AssociatiotL. 

On account of the distracted state of the country at the present time, 
it has liecn deemed advisable by the Committee of ^Arrangements to 
postpone the meeting of the American Medical Association, which was 
to have taken place in Chicago the first Tuesday in June, for one year* 
We think the action of Committee, in this respect, is to be commended; 
for besides the great lack of attendance of the members that there 
would necessarily have been, — probably to an extent as to have pro* 
duced a failure — there would have been danger, on account of the 
extremely excited condition of the public mind, of a division taking 
place in the Association, which would have been a great misfortune. 
No doubt by the time iinother year rolls rbund, the present state of 
affairs, no difference what the issue may be, will be so changed that 
the members of our profession in the North and in the South, in tiie 
East and in the West, will be able to assemble together in good feeling, 
and, as in times past, unite their efforts for the advancement of Amer- 
ican medicine. * 

Ohio State Medicsal Society. — This association will meet at the 
Ohio White Sulphur Springs on Tuesday the 25th of June; we hope 
to see a full attendance. 

We are informed that the Clermont County Society held a meeting on 
the 8th inst., and appointed its delegates ; after which an interesting 
discussion on Diphtheria occupied the balance of the day. The Brown 
County Medical Society will hold a meeting on the third Wednesday 
of this month, at which time delegates will be appointed to attend the 
State Society; we hope every Medical Association in the State will be 
fully represented. 

Off to thb Wars.-^ The following gentlemen of this city have 
received appointments from the Governor as surgeons in the Ohio 
volunteer regiments ; Dr. E. S. Muscrofb, surgeon to the ninth regi- 
ment ; Dr. James T. Webb, surgeon's mate to the second; Dr. 0. R, 
Greenleaf, do. do., to the fifth. Dr. F. W. Ames, do. do., to the sixth. 
Dr. S. Sexton has also received an appointment as surgeon's mate to 
one' of the regiments, but we have not learned to what one. ^ 

Poetry. — In this number of the Journal we treat our readers with 
some poetry. This is a kind of literature that we do not usually admit 
into our pages, as it is rather an inappropriate accompaniment of that 
class which treats of the grave matters of science ; but as in this in- 
stance, there is embodied in the verse some very excellent sentiments 
we thought we would for once depart from our accustomed usage. la 
this effusion presented, it will be perceived that the muse sometimes 
''ItmpecT 80 much in uttering the sentiment that the poetry suffered. 
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Married. — We learn that our old friend^ Dr. James Gatch of In- 
diana, was married the first of this month. This is the second time 
the Doctor has been married to our — nari/ time. Prom observation^ it 
would seem that an attack of matrimony is- never tecovered from — that 
when once a person has been brought under its influence^ he always 
remains under it — that if at any time he happens to become released 
lie immediately relapses. Young Doctors, take heed, and beware I 



Students and Graduates for 1860—41. 

It is very important that we should keep a record of all the Eegular 

Medical Colleges, and their classes, each year ; to enable us to do so 

we requested information from the proper officer of each school, known 

to us, in the United States, and regret that we have not been generally 

supplied with the intelligence sought; therefore, the list is not full, 

but correct as far as it goes. 

Colleges, Location, Mat. Grad. 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., 465 175 

Jefferson Medical College, '* *• 443 187 

Medical Department of Pa. College, .... <« « 33 

University Medical College, New York, N. Y. 420 129 

College of Physicians and Surgeons,. . . " " 264 62 

New York Medical College, " " 19 

Medical College of Charity Hospital, . .Long Island, " 58 21 

Harvard University Med. Department, Boston, Mass, 205 49' 

University of Maryland, Baltimore, Md., 150 63 

Medical College of South Carolina, . . . .Charleston, S. C. 222 93 

University of Louisiana, New Orleans, La. 401 135 

New Orleans School of Medicine, " " 236 76 

Nashville University Nashville, Tenn. 141 

Memphis Medical College, Memphis, " 21 

St. Louis Medical College, St. Louis, Mo. 140 52 

Cin. College of Med. and Surg., Cincinnati, Ohio, 127 36 

Medical College of Ohio, " *' 24 

Starling Medical College, Columbus, " 16 

Cleveland Medical College, Cleveland, ** 

University of Virginia, Bichmoud, Va. 59 

National Medical College, Washington, D. C. 83 

Alabama Medical College, Ala. 3 

Oglethorpe Medical College, Savannah, Ga. 37 

Savannah Medical College, " " 14 

Bush Medical College, Chicago, 111. si 

Lind University, « " &1 \^ 

Universi tj oi^MiebigaD, ««,».•••.,»•• Ann AtboT, Wuik^ VA \^ 
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AftMT SuBOXONS.— Perbaps tbere is no subject we oonld touck at 
present of more deep and abiding interest to tbe profession and people, 
tban would be an inquiry into tbe competency of tbe pbysicians cbosen 
to abt in tbis capacity. At present we sball only make a few sugges* 
tions by way of calling attention to tbis matter. Not only a regular 
fheoretical training, but a thorough practical knowledge sbould be con* 
sidered as pre-reqaisites to entering upon snob important duties. Tbe 
army turgeon sbould possess a tborougb knowledge of disease in its 
yarious forms, and be well qualified to practice medicine as well as 
mrgery; for it is well known tbat more soldiers die from camp fevers 
tban tbe effect of powder and lead. Tbis, tben, being tbe fact, let us 
enquire bow far tbe State succeeded in making selections tbat will be 
likely to fulfil tbe indications presented. In tbe first place wbo are 
tbe appointees? We are satisfied tbat many of tbem are unknown te 
tbe profession; not because tbey baye been non-residents, but because 
of tbeir obscurity, and less tban ordinary ability, wbicb bas kept tbem 
from professional intercourse, and in yery limited practice. We find 
tbe following in tbe Times of lOtb inst., and suggest tbat tbe same 
enquiry may be made in reference to otbers. 

Information Wanted. — Wbo is Dr. Sbumard, of Cincinnati, recently 
appointed Surgeon Oeneral of Obio? He is unknown to tbe peoplei 
unKUOwn to tbe profession, unknown to fame. Wbo is be? Tbe wbole 
profession of tbe State are passed by for tbis Dr. Sbumard, tbat no one 
Knows anything about. 

Query. Was be examined by tbe Medical Board appointed by tbe 
Goyernor? and did.be present a certificate of good moral cbaracterf 

Enquirer, 

Summary op Practical Medicine, edited by Walter D. Wells, M. 
D., compiler of "Epitome of Br/iitbwaite's Retrospect of Practical Medi- 
cine and Surgery,'* also of "Compendium of Eankin's Abstract of tbe 
Medical Sciences.*' 

Part first of tbis yaluable periodical is before us, and is wortb double 
tbe amount cbarged. Price %2 per annum in adyance, or $1,25 sibgle 
numbers. Publisbed by C. T. Eyans, 532 Broadway, N. Y. 



Exchanges. — Some of our excbanges baye been delayed, no doubly 
in consequence of tbe deplorable condition of our country, wbicb bai 
deranged almost eyery department of business, and interfered witb tbe 
most oberisbed plans for tbe future. 



Plumbing. — Does any of our readers desire tbe aid of a plumber? 

If you do, call upon C. F. Conwell, No. 73 West Third street, wbo will 

do justice to bis employer, not only in tbe work, but in pointing out 

tbe cbeapest and most durable plan upon wbicb to accomplisb yout 

object Oive him s trial, and our word f^^" " ^ result. 
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For the Medical and SargTonI Nawt. 

Pathology and Treatment of Phthitis Pulmonalis. 

BT FRANK A. ANDERSON, M. D., ELIZABKTHtOWN, KT. 

In Speaking of that ^hicb I firmly believe to bo the cause of tuber* 
eilosts, it is not mj object to deal in idle fancies, conjectures, or new 
fangled dogmas, directly opposed to the established opinions of the 
profession. I shall confine myself to obvious facts and phenomena 
which are an index to the cause of the disease. 

Undoubtedly tubercular matter is the product of a material possessing 
alow degree of vitality — a substance endowed with but little power of 
erganization ; but the question is, are we sure that it is hereditary by 
transfer of material from parent to offspring? Does this dire germ of 
dastrnctioB lie dormant from the first hour of life until that time when 
eertain conditions of the system cause it to become located in the 
organic structure predisposed to its influence? Or is it the result of 
imperfect development of any organ or organs within the body, by 
which the functions of the same are rendered inadequate to the main- 
tenance of a healthy condition? Although I shall not attempt to 
refute the general opinion that it is a hereditary disease, yet I do deny 
the possibility of its being inherent by means of any property transferred 
from the blood of the parent to that of the child. Neither is it from 
imperfect development of organic structure, except in one particular, 
and that is its vital endowment or capacity. 

The existence of this imperfectly vitalized material is due to abnor« 
m$l nerve power of organs concerned in respiration and digestion. 

One of the most essential physiological conditions of an organ, is 
aerra power. Organic material may be endowed with life^ and ^^ 
of sensibility; soeh as we perceive in tide veg^U^Aa Vvti^dAtl 
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— the plant being capable onlj of appropriating inorganic material to 
the maintenance of its existence. Now in man we behold a living 
organism, and, beside life, he is endowed with sensibility, which is 
nothing more than nerve power. By this nerve force, if it be normal 
throughout his organism, he can, at all times, replenish his wasting 
struotures with organic vegetable and animal substances. But suppose 
it to be deficient in any part of his fabric, what is the consequence? 
Why that part becomes atrophied, and although it may be capable of 
living, yet it is unable to perform its natural functions. So then we 
see at once that nerve power is one of the most essential physiological 
conditions of organic structure; most essential because it is the princi- 
pal power of appropriating and transforming inert organic material into 
vital tissue. It cannot be disputed that it is the vital power of an 
organism which produces vitality in substances taken in from without 
But how is this vital capacity imparted? Why it is due to an irresistible 
law, similar in power but directly opposed to the law of catalysis; or, 
in other words, as a catalytic agent will produce decomposition of i 
substance brought in contact with it, without change being produced in 
the agent, so will the vital forces of an organ impart the physiological 
qualities of that organ to inert aliment, without producing any change 
in the active vital agent; and the vital capacity of these substances 
will be in proportion to the power of the vital agency acting upon 
them. 

When does the food begin to acquire those vital qualities that are 
00 essential in the reproduction of living tissue? I answer, from the 
time it has passed through the mesenteric ganglia, after having been 
taken into the stomach and reduced to. chyle, its vital qualities are 
positively manifest It is now transformed into a fluid resembling 
blood in two respects, containing albumen and fibrine, and possessing 
the power of coagulation. Now the fact is, if there be a lack of nerve 
power in the organs of digestion, there will be also a diminution of 
vitality in the digested fluid, resulting in nothing more nor less than 
in the formation of the tubercular material which is deposited in 
organic structure by an effort of the vital powers to reproduce it. 

The disorder manifests itself in those persons only who are of i 
peculiar nervous development, in whom the cerebral greatly predomi- 
nates over the spinal nervous system; and the existence of this im« 
perfectly vitalized material is due, under all circumstances, to weakness 
or disease of some portion of this latter system. It matters not in 
what organ the deposition takes place. 

Faulty innervation of the pneumo-gastric nerve is the primary cause 
of pulmonary consumption. Can we prove this to be so? Yes, we can, 
bejond the shadow of s doubt, if the cause of any other disease can bf 
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discovered by tbe procesd of rational indaction. This tierve snppliei 
flie Btomach. lungs, larynx, and oesophagus with their principal nerve 
power, and they are the first to show signs of an abnormal condition in 
the incipient stage of th^ disease, the symptoms of which occur a long 
time previous to the localization of tubercles — even previous to the 
occurence of boemoptysis, and are manifested by impaired digestion, 
quickened respiration, weakness of voice, and occasional difficulty of 
deglutition. Simultaneously, or probably previously, there is an ab- 
normal quantity of phosphoric acid set free in the economy. Now we 
cannot say for certain that this acid is the product of diseased nerve 
Irfructure; but one thing is certain, it detracts from the nerve power of 
the entire organism. We cannot say either whether it is the cause or 
result of nervous disorder, but in all diseases of the nervous system it 
b discharged in unusual quantity. Long continued mental anxiety 
will be followed by a profuse discharge of phosphatic salts. How ie 
this element carried out of the system? It unites with the major 
alkaline principles of the blood and passes out via the urinary secretion. 
The blood becoming exhausted of that power by which interstitial ab- 
sorption is maintained, there remains within the body a considerable 
quantity of dormant material which never enters into the formative 
procei98, but is discharged without ever serving any of the purposes ol 
nutrition. How is this latter material cast off? It is eliminated prin* 
eipally by the skin in the form of profuse prespiration, or else by the 
mucous membranes in the form of diarrhcoa. 

If tuberculosis is a hereditary disease it is inherent through mal* 
development of nerve structure, which gradually becomes more and 
liore impaired until finally tubercular deposit is the consequence. 

The remedies used at the present time are not adapted to the removal 
of the cause of the malady, and therefore do no other good than merely 
to stay its ravaging effects. Inhalation of proper remedies and atten* 
tion in restoring the digestive power, will cure any case of consumption 
provided there be no nerve lesion. There is a species of consumption 
which will yield to the ordinary practice, it is attended with long 
continued cough, emaciation, etc., and is that form of disease which 
follows roseola in the adult — nothing In the world but chronic bron-. 
ehitis. The inhaling apparatus of the ignorant and very often the 
kiiavish quack, fills his pocket and begets him a great name by relieving 
such cases. The polished professional thing with that hypocricy pecu- 
liar to his sect, goes about seeking just such cases, in order to pave hifi 
way to fortune and unmerited reputation. 

Now sinco we may look upon tuberculosis as the result of inefficient 
serve force, what remedies should we resort to in the treatments ^^t^-^ 
ef all disorders to wbJcli the human body is prone, none «ce i^q t]!yi&>Am!^ 
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^aiDerroos affectioBS. In all cases where there is a Usdeiicj to con- 
.aampttoB, in the first place we should endeavor to prevent any great 
^degree of mental exercise; for this reasen, rigid exercise of the cerebral 
.ajstem detracts from the power of the spinal system, which is the great 
[motor power of the physical economy. In the next place, there $8 
nothing in the world that has so great a tendency to promote the 
physical power, as moderate manual labor in the open air and a quiet 
contented state of the mind« We should strictly enjoin the foregoing 
^upon our patients. In the third place, we should endeavor to assist in 
jrestorinjg tone to the entire organ^m by moans of medicines. We 
jahould administer that tonic which will produce the most durable and 
.equable state of tonicity, one that will produce a moderate and con- 
tinued exhilaration of the spirits, as well as adding to the physical 
.strength. The most efficient tonic for this purpose is arsenic, given in 
^the form of Fowler's solution. It should be given but once a day 
directly after breakfast. Two drops is the dose to begin with, increas- 
ing one drop every day until we administer as high as ten drops. The 
patient should continue this dose for as much as two weeks and then 
.begin to diminish, taking one drop less every three or four days until 
he gets back to the original dose ; then, after continuing to take two 
drops a few days longer, there should be an interruption of about a 
week, after which it should be repeated in the same way. Now some 
profes<3ionat gentlemen might suppose that, by this method of adminis- 
tering it, it would have but little alterative effect upon the system; but 
Fe want nothing but the tonic action, and by giving it in this way we 
.avoid any ill result of the drug. I have had an opportunity of ad* 
ministering it in two instances only. In those two cases it produced 
jiuch marked benefit that should it ever be my fate to fall a victim to 
the disease, I would look upon this remedy as my only salvation. 

Arsenic solidifies and. brings about, not only a healthy condition of 
the skin, but of the mucus membrane. As an antiperiodic it is equal 
to any other remedy within my knowledge, which fact shows ooncln- 
aively that it has a direct action upon the spinal system of nerves. 



For the Medical and Surgical News. 

Case of Ohstmction of the Bowek. 

BT WM. H. FOULDS, M. D., ZtON, HENDERSON COUNTY, KT. 

On the 18th of July, 1858, I was called to see Mr. J., a farmer, aged 

55. I saw him first about 8 F. M. He was then, and had been for about 

eighteen hours, suffering with pains in the bowels^-^his particular 

symptoms being pain and soreness In the umbilical and right hypo- 

j^oadrimo regions. He baii occasionally a spasm of the bowels attended 
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witk a {Hiinfal feeling, and a seiifiation as if thej were being twiitedf 
or wrapped upon each otlier. ^ 

He had been suffering from these spasms for about ten dr twehe* 
hours. The abdomen felt full and soft exoept a tumor about the size o^ 
I goose egg, which was situated to the right of, and rather below tha^ 
umbilicus. Tumor irregular, and felt much 'like a ball or bofich o^ 
intestines knotted together. Bowels having been quite costive for the 
past twenty-four hours, he had been taking seidlitz powders and 
using injections of cold water, without any good results however. Hii 
tongue was but little coated, rather red at tip and edges; pulse S$ and 
full. I prescribed for him the follpwing : 

"Sc £zt. Golocynth, comp. grs. x\. 

Sub. Mur. H^rd. grs. zz. f 

M. et div. in chart, no ij. ^ 

One to be given immediately the other in four hours, to be followed 
by a tablespoonful of castor eil in four hours after the second powder 
^ad been taken, if the bowels were not open by that time. Also 
ordered injections of cold water to be given every hour or two, and, 
then left him for the night and returned at 8 A. M. on the 19th. 

At that time found my patient had vomited the medicine I gave him,, 
about 12 o'clock, and since then had been vomiting stercoraceous 
matter — had vomited more thai a quart, he said. His tongue was 
quite red at the tip, and edges were thickly covered with a rusty brown 
fur. Pulse quite weak, numbering 110; body batheS in a oool clammy 
sweat. Said he did not suffer much except when he vomited or had 
the spasm in the bowels. Tumor much the same as it was ^he evening 
previous. I was with him about an hour and a half, during which time 
he again vomited about a pint of very natural looking fecal matter. 

I ordered him to lie on his back with hips elevated and shouldersi 
and head low down in the bed, then gave him an injection of about a^^ 
quart of water, cold as it could be borne, and in a few minutes after this^ 
had beeo passed out, gave another of warm water, warm as he could 
bear it. Ordered this to be repeated every half hour — first warm and 
then cold water alternately; the temperature of the water each time to 
bd at the point of endurance. Ordered only seidlitz powders by the 
stomach, of which he was to take as frequently as possible, say one 
every half hour. And brandy and water to be given occasionally. 

Left him and called in the evening at 4 P. M. Found my patient^ 
relieved — had bowels opened about 11 o'clock, felt only soreness oft 
them and weakness. The tumor disappeared so soon as a passage had> 
been produced. 

My patient had suffered from obstructions of the bowels and had.> 
several times vomited fecal matter before this attack, but had neve«1 
been bui onoe so bad off, when his bowels were 4xbBtTueted fot «i^ ^^ll^^V 
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l^atbe Mys ha did not suffer then so much as he did at this time. The 
injections of cold water and seidlitz powders have always heretofore, 
teemed te benefit him most. He now (May 30th, 1861,) has not had 
any but some two or three slight attacks, which have been relieved in a 
Hbw hours by cold water injections, and by taking a dose of salts or 
4eidU|| iK>wder8, since the attack of which the above is an account of. 



Fof the Medieal aud ^rgical News, 

Seported Proceedings of Eaton Medical Society. 

BY R. WALLACE, M. D., REC. SEC'Y. 

EDITORS News: — The annual meeting of the Eaton Medical Society 
iras held at the Eagle Hotel in Eaton, 0., May 28th ult. By a vote 
of the society it becomes my duty to forward to you for publication, an 
abstract of the proceedings of the society. The minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of the previous meeting were read and adopted. 

Next in order came the annual address of the President, Dr. Crume* 
The principal points of the address were, 1st, the necessity of County 
Medical Societies, and the obligations of the members of the profession 
to sustain them, and 2d, the encouraging indications in our society and 
iho duty of the members to each other. 

After the President's address a lengthy and interesting paper was 
iread by Dr. Woody on the modus operandi of medicines. On the 
•ubject of tho paper many remarks were made by members of the 
•ociety, which are too lengthy to communicate at this time. 

Notwithstanding the war excitement even among professional men, 
we enjoyed a well attended, pleasant, and profitable meeting. 

The society elected the following officers for this year: Dr. William 
Lindsey, President ; Dr. J. P. Haggott, Secretary; Dr. Ebersole, Cor« 
Secretary; Dr. R. Woody, Treasurer; Drs. Crume, Nesbit and Wallace, 
Censors. 

Drs. Wallace and Haggott were appointed delegates to tho State 
Medical Society. 

The society adjourned to meet at Lewisburg on the second Tuesday 
of July, at 2 o'clock, P. M. 



I find by examining the records of the Society that you are one of 
four men who was instrumental in having the society incorporated 
nineteen years ago. When I 6bserved this I concluded that any in* 
formation concernibg the society or any of its members, would be joy* 
fully received by you. When men die the good or evil they did survive, 
thtim; even so, when a man Reaves a place the good or evil he did while 
there, not only follows after him but remains behind him. 1st. You 
will rejoice to learn that the society is awake. It was revived on the 
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27th of Nov., 1860, afler anfTering from thft effects of an onneceAsary 
morbid sleep from the 12th of October, 1849. One leading object of 
the society is to strengthen the hands and enconrage the hearts of ita 
members to live entirely up to the code of ethics of the American 
Medical Association. 

We intend to have our society in such a working condition that^hea 
we hear of a practitioner*s name in any part of the county, we oan 
know whether he is clean or unclean, professionally. 

What think you of a man practicing medicine in this age of improve- 
ment, who does not belong to a medical society, who does not take a 
medical journal, who never buys a new book, and seldom, if ever, reads 

an old one. Such a ^^ cure all ^* we have in Lewisburg. Dr. told 

me that when this cure-all practiced medicine when the Asiatic cholera 
was prevailing epidemically in other places, the cure-all said he could 
cure every case. Last fall diphtheria prevailed here before the cure-all 
tune. And for this disease he says he has an infallible medicine, 
which he proposes to sell to the Le^^islature of Ohio if they will pay 
him some five thousand dollars for it ! 

Last winter I had the pleasure of seeing a letter from this ^^ medical 
man/* written to know if his relations and friends wished him to re- 
locate in this place. I cannot give you an imitation of the chirography; 
and the orthography and syntax wiil be more appropriate for an edu? 
eational journal, where, loft on record, it will be the sport of the present 
generation, and future ones may examine the specimen as antiquarians 
examine a great curiosity. No duubt after the examination the anti- 
quarians will exclaim, ^'if such a man ever received an honorary degree 
the etymology of honor at that time was misunderstood." This letter, 
of which I write, could not be read by the mayor of the town and one 
of our regular physicians. This one case will show the necessity of 
having, and living up to, the first requirement for matriculation and 
graduating in your school (Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery) 
which reads thus : " The student, before matriculating, must give satis- 
factory evidence of having acquired a good English education." The 
sixth requirement of your school is also excellent: ^^ Requiring the 
candidate for the degree to acknowledge the right of the Faculty to 
revoke it, should he engage in quackery, or be guilty of gross unpro- 
fessional conduct.*' 

The effect which is being produced by schools, educational and 
medical societies, medical and literary journals, is rapidly teaching the 
people that a charlatan who knows nothing of anatomy, physiology,. 
chemistry, or language, cannot be a good physician, although some of 
hb patients do get well by nature not only conquering the disease, but 
also mastering the cure-airs misdirected efforts. 
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2d. Yon will rejoice to learn that the four charges which you pre- 
ferred against this same cnie-all, when you were Uecording Secretary 
of the Eaton Medical Society, were well grounded. You know there is 
nothing pleases a doctor so much as to find his diagnosis and prognosis 
of a case correct. The charges to which I allude are found on page 48 
""of tW societies record. Charge first reads thus: " I charge Wm. B. 
Oray with having offered an insult td the Eaton Medical Society by 
the use of the following language, *That he would not become a member 
of the society, provided he was required to produce certain testimonials 
or recommendations.' *' (For want of room and time I omit second ani 
third charges ) 4th. I further charge that he has not produced satis* 
factory evidence of medical qualifications.'' 

W. B. Gray may be a great doctor notwithstanding your well estab- 
lished charges against him, and the condemning voice of the medical 
profession of this county. Doctors who knew him in this county when 
you were acquainted with him, think he is worse now than then. Ac- 
cording to his 80^-80 while he practiced in Indiana he cured the pla^e 
without, the plague within, the palsy, and the gout. And since his 
return to this place, (although it has been exceedingly healthy) he says 
he has cured all manner of sickness and healed all kitds of diseases, 
cleansed the lepers, and even restored the dead. The most wonderful 
case which he reported in town, is his bringing to life a child which 
was dead thirty minutes. Now by proportion, if a miracle was pro- 
duced in the resurrection of a child which was one-half hour dead, how 
much greater the miracle to resurrect a man who had been dead seventy- 
two hours? (or the resurrection of Lazarus). In conclusion, I regret 
much that Gray did not live and practice surgery in the days of John 
the Baptist; if he had, and had been called in when John'^ head was in 
the charger, he would most likely have given a balsam " to htal cuts^** 
and pronounced a cure I Now the question is, what did the world do 
before he was born, and how would the profession " get along " if he 
was to die? Lewisburg, Preble Co., O. 



, Eztraets from the Becords of the Obstetrical Society of Boston. 

BY WILLIAM BEAD, M. D., 6EGBETABT. 

Second meeting, March 2d, 1861. Dr. Walteb Channino, Presi- 
dent, in the chair. 

The President stated that, owing to his not having been able to 

obtain all the materials which he needed to complete the paper on 

Puerperal Convulsions he had proposed to read this evening, he would 

^ ^/re only an outline of what he intended to present, and would ask for 

tlie experience of the gentlemen present \n le^aid^ lo \i\i^ c^xx^^>C\^\i V^ii 

Ar anasarca and albuminous urino were <*" "^^^^ '^^^^^ ^iQ\iNM\^\Q\i^ 
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' Dr. Coiling remarked thai the cases lie bad seen were anasaroous 
only, and not tumid. In one cas^^ the patient was a delicate woman, 
Who had an excessive flow of urine for three or four months previous 
to her confinement. The urine was albuminous. The convulsiotas 
were controlled by chloroform. In the same patient, at another preg* 
nancj which occurred after an interval of three years^ etbei wa0 
used. 

Dr. Putnam had seen cases of convulsions where there was no ana- 
sarca. There was no examination of the urine. 

In regard to the examination of the urine, Dr. Cotting said it was 
not easy to procure enough for this purpose at the time of the fit, when 
there was great liability of an admixture of mucus and the discharge 
from the vulva. In the cases he had referred to, natural delivery took 
place three or four hours after the fit. The first child lived, the second 
died. Albumen was detected in the urine for three or four days subse- 
quent to the delivery. In one case which he saw many years ago, 
where the convulsions took place after delivery, he bled the patient. 

Dr. Wellington said he had had two patients, in the last two years, in 
one of whom there was great anasarca and great secretion of albuminous 
urine for three or four months previous to delivery, but no convulsions, 
although they had been anticipated. The patient was very anaemic 
after labor, but has since entirely recovered. In the other case, the 
■urine was not albuminous, nor was there any anasarca, but the day 
after labor she had a convulsion, which, upon the evidence of those in 
attendance, he considered to be puerperal. In two other cases in which 
artificial labor was resorted to, both patients died. Ho would remind 
the President of a case seen with him eight or ten years ago, in which, 
after all other remedies had been tried without success, an nssafoetida 
enema procured immediate relief. In this case there was dislocation 
of the lower jaw several times during the convulsions. 

Dr. Putnam thought it was a matter of great doubt whether anythiiig 
was gained by hastening the labor in cases complicated with convul- 
sions. His decided opinion was against such a course. 

The President said that there was another important question con- 
nected with this subject — How far convulsions were Connected with the 
eon tractions of the uterus? He believed that they coincided to a certain 
extent. 

Dr. Crane's experience did not lead him to the belief that there is a 
general correspondence between the anasarcous state and puerperal 
convulsions. He thought that strong, robust women were more inclined 
to fits, while weak, delicate, and pale women were more likely 1q ^v^ 
good labor-? In this respect, kUhough. they got wp eiowet. 
- Ih", C. D, HomaBB stated that ho had seen ei^Yit ox l^u ^^'?^^% ^"t '^"^^ 
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perftl conTuUions, all of which were in what might be termed delicate 
women. In one of the casee th^re was anasarca. 

The President asked if any gentleman had seen puerperal convulsionB 
snore than once in the same patient. 

Dr. Getting said he had, but in one instance onlj, which he had 
lilready referred to. It had been his fortune to see in consultation, in 
the course of a single month, four cases of convulsions. The patients 
were all of them Irish, and had been through three or four hands before 
they came under the charge of the physician who sent for him. la 
these the delivery was effected three times by perforation, and once by 
the forceps. There was no anasarca noticed in these cases. 

I)r. Sargent asked whether albumen is ever found in the^ urine of 
nursing women? 

Dr. Cotting said he thought albumen might be present in an appre- 
ciable quantity in the urine in a variety of diseases, where at present it 
is not suspected. He expressed a hope that this matter might be taken 
up, and some one would undertake to determine whether albuminous 
urine is peculiar to certain diseases, or whether it is not, to a certain 
extent, always present when diseased action is going on in the system. 
A general discussion then ensued upou the effect of tying the pla- 
cental end of the umbilical cord, as a means of expediting the delivery 
of the placenta. In the course of the debate, the following cases were 
related, by the President, showing the length of time that the foetus 
can remain after birth without respiration by the lungs. 

While attending the midwifery lectures of Dr. Chapman, of Philadel- 
phia, he placed under the care of Mr. John Shelbys and myself, the 
* case of a black woman in labor. It was in summer. The case ad- 
vanced very naturally, and the child and placenta were born. The 
child did not breathe ; but as the cord beat strongly, we waited for 
breathing to occur naturally. Then artificial respiration was tried, ba( 
ineffectually. The cord continued to beat; a tub of warm water was 
procured, and the child and placenta were immersed in it, except the 
head. But there was no breathing. At length there was a gasp, and 
soon after regular, respiration was established, the cord cut, etc. The 
child did well. Buffon's experiment of immersing the whole body of 
the young of a quadruped in warm water, and so excluding them from 
the air, occurred to us, and the success of the experiment so far as 
preserving festal life, and for some time, was remembered, but our case 
was not one for such a trial. 

The important question arises — How long was it from the birth that 
foDtal life continued in our case? I cannot tell. The interest in the 
ease was so great that the question of time was not thought of. It is, 
Iiowover, clear that a g^ood deal of time must haye elapsedi for much 
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and many things wete done, and the situation of the family caused 
delay in whatever was attempted. The warm water was to be got. 
Before anything was done, was delay. The placenta was to come away, 
and then artificial breathing occupied much time, for the life of the 
child seemed to depend upon its establishment. What attracted my 
notice was, that no haemorrhage occurred from the uterine surface of 
the placenta. Does not this fact raise a question as to the eommon 
opinion of the mode of connection between the placenta and womb? 
And again, how was the blood purified in this child? Or, what is done 
by the placenta with the blood which is carried from the foetus back 
into the placenta? 

Dr. Chapman considered this one of the most remarkable cases of 
continued life under the circumstances, and thought, from our account 
of what was done before breathing began, that between one and two 
hours must have elapsed. 

Let me allude to another case. I wair called to Mrs. , stated to 

be in labor, and some distance from the house. Upon reaching the 

address, I found Mrs. in bed, and asked of her state. She said 

Bhe had been suddenly delivered without any assistance. 

Where is the child? asked I. On the floor there. I looked rouodi 
and sure enough there was a mass, but as much resembling a child a$ 
would have any other moderately filled bag. Blinds and curtains of the 
windows were closed. Upon stooping down, I found that active move- 
ments were being executed by the enclosed. It was then the unborn 
child, with waters, membranes and placenta, which was lying before me. 
The membranes were broken, the waters discharged, and the liberated 
ehild in full roar, as if happy to find itself in its new quarters. 

^ote hy the Secretary. — With regard to the question of suapended 
respiration in new born children. Dr. T. Gaillard Thomas, Physician to 
the Bellevue Hospital, New York, in a lecture on this subject, reports 
that in one case three quarters of an hour elapsed before breathing was 
established, twenty-five minutes having passed before the slightest 
appearance of respiration showed itself. He also quotes five other cases 
in which a successful result was gained after an interval varying from 
fifteen to forty five minutes. The longest time occurred in a case where 
the mother, with the intent of infanticide, had buried her child in the 
earth. In the ease reported by Dr. Thomas, the mother had ** uraemia 
eonvulsions of the gravest character," for more than seventeen hours, 
and was ffnally delivered by the forceps.^iV. Y, Jour, of Med. 



H. L. Corvisart, the Lancet says, has of late advocated the use of 
pepsin to allay extreme vomiting in pregnancy. 
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On Dipliiheritio Paralysis. 

BY PBOFB8SOR TROUSSEAU. 

The following are some of tbo observations made by H. TrousseaUi 
during a clinical lecture delivered at the Hotel Dieu. 

The subject of the lecture was a woman, who, having been recently 
eonfined, contracted diphtheria from a patient in a neighboring bed. 
Alum inEufflamations and applications of hydrochloric acid were re- 
sorted to, with the effect of removing all diphtheritic exudation. Al- 
ready on the tenth day, however, she spoke markedly through the^ 
nose, and deglutition was very drfficult, and accompanied by vasal- 
regurgitation. A notable proportion of albumen we al<»o found in the 
urine, indicating the rapid degeneration of the local into a general. 
affection. The paralytic lesion of the pharynx kept increasing, so that 
by the twenty fifth or thirtieth day, the woman could no longer swallow^ 
and was like to have died while trying to take some solids. About the 
fortieth dav some improvement in this respect took place, but now 
numbness of the hands and fee^t was observed, as well as defectiva 
pronunciation from imperfect movement of the tongue. By the fiftieth 
day, progression had become uncertain, imd general nervous symptoms^ 
chiefly consisting in delirium and convulsions, set in. The worst ap- 
prehensions were now entertained, but musk having been administered, 
some improvement took place. So considerable, however, was the* 
paralysis, that the patient could not raise herself without 4he assistance 
of two nurses. The bladder was also affected during two or three days, 
but not so the rectum. With this paralytic condition, complete ansss- 
thesia co existed, the pstient remaining absolutely insensible to prick- 
ing with needles. At the present time fl50th dayj the symptoms have 
8Q ameliorated under the use of syrup of sulphate of strychnia, that the 
patient can now get in and out of bed easily, can knit a little, and is 
able to distinguish between wool and cotton by the touch. No dis- 
turbance of visual powers has taken place, although during six weeks, 
enourmous quantities of albumen have been found in the urine. One 
circumstance worthy of note, is the remarkable alternations which were 
observed — sometimes one limb and sometimes another, being affected 
to-day, and well to-morrow, to again become suddenly bad again, and, 
so on; and as this is of common occurrence in diphtheritic paralysis^ 
we may justly conclude th^t the lesion of the nervous centres is not of 
a very grave character. 

Is diphtheritic paralysis a new disease? Those of my hearers who 
oommenced their studies pome years ago must have become struck witk 
the sudden predominance of pew pathological conditions- During the 
last thirty years, we have se^n several of these so called new diseases,^ 
such as Bell's disease, oi* facial paralysis; Bright's disease, or albumi- 
nuria; leucocythemia, or Yirchow and Bennett's disease; endocarditis, 
or Bouilland's disease ; affections of the supra renal capsules, or Addi* 
son's disease, etc. Since the period when Calmeil published his admir^ 
able work on epilepsy, how common has this terrible neurosis become, 
while forty or fifty years ago it was comparatively a rare affection. 
Thirty year B since the cholera was unknown in English and French 
Jad/a. The plague, still so common in certain regions^ tends to com- 
pletely disappear in others. Variola, pertuasia «iu^ %cw\«AA\i^v'«V\^, 
Ats very reaiote epoch, pifevailed in great \iitexia\i^^ ati^ \%.\«t V^^ 
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Almost disappeared, have been in their turn as new diseases. H. Broca, 
while XHttntt to Blandin at the Hotel Diea, never failed, when examin- 
ing the bodies of those who died of purulent infection, to detect sup- 
puration of the veins. He states, however, that at the present time he 
finds such phlebitis quite an exceptional occurrence. At the beginning 
of 1859, M. Delpech observed an epidemic of puerperal fever at the 
Haternite, in which suppurative fever was the marked characteristic, 
pus being deposited in the veins and as metastatic abscesses, while there 
was scarcely any pain in the hypogastrium. In another epidemic, at 
the end of the year, on the contrary, it was puerperal peritonitis which 
carried off the patients. In medicine as well as in surgery, there are 
peculiar physiognomies of diseases; one revolution, the intimate es:jence 
of which escapes us, brings them on, another dissipates them, and a 
third re-establishes them. 

As to dipththeritic paralysis, it is probable that it has never been so 
prevalent as within the last two or three years. M. Trousseau has 
performed the operation of tracheotomy succeHsfully on sixty children 
(out of 250 operations), and in only two of this number have general 
phenomena analogous to those in question been observed. Diphtheria 
Itself, indeed, has of late years taken on an altered physiognomy, fpr 
in place of invading the pharynx, and proceeding slowly towards the 
larynx, it now becomes generalized with a terrible facility, prostrating 
the patients, and delivering them up to the mercy of nervous accidents 
of the highest intensity. *^I never witnessed such cases with Breton- 
neau, although my master subsequently signalized these manifestations 
of a novel malignity." 

In answer to the question, whether a simple angina may not some- 
times lead to a paralysis, M. Trousseau adduces some cases in which 
faralysis of the velum seems to have followed it; but when the paralysis 
as become more generalized, he suspects that it may be due to diph- 
theritic influence, although this may not have been accompanied by its 
usual local manifestations — just as is the case with instances of scarla- 
tina accompanied by little or no eruption. 

In 1771, Samuel Bard described a case of aphonia following diphthe- 
ria, and Bretonneau reporting this fact in 182(5, »tated that he then 
had met with nothing analogous to it; but in 1843, he witnessed the 
production of paralysis of the extremities following diphtheria, in the 
person of M. Herpin, a surgeon of Tours, who had contracted the 
disease in consequence of some of the false membranes from the throat 
of a patient, which he was syringing, gaining access to his nostrils. 
Since that time, M. Trousseau has paid much attention to this compli- 
cation ; but believing at first that the paralysis of the velum might be 
due to muscular inflammation, it was not until 1853 or 1854 that he 
definitely drew the attention of practitioners to the fact that the para- 
lysis really depends upon a more general condition, and that it is, in 
ikct, one of the effects of the poisoning of the entire economy by th« 
diphtheria. M. Maingault has especially of late done much towards 
the elucidation of this disease, which has not only multiplied itself at 
the Children*s and at St. Eugenie Hospitals, but has become so common 
in private practice; and perhaps there is not a single prafititvow^x vtk 
Paris irb^ has not seen one or more cases. 

Althoagbf in general^ the very varied paralylio a^m^ViOXK^^ \tL ftX:^^ 
4bmM may cease, even without the interrentiioii o£ iik«dL\dik%) ^VXJftft ^ 
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of two, tliree, four, or six montlis, tb«re are other cases in which death 
nay be the result, or the paraplegia may become more endnring. Ex- 
amples of this are adduced by M. Trousseau from his own practice* 
In some cases death has resulted from the mere difficulty in swallowing. 

As to the nature of (his paralysis, it is evident that it is not depen- 
dent upon a material lesion of the brain, as this would be incons'stent 
with the versulity of symptoms observed, and with its frequent curs* 
bility. It is presumable that there is something analogous to what is 
observed in certain cachexias. In Bright's disease, paralytic ph6* 
nomena are also observed, and the amaurosis in that affection has been 
well made out and described by M. Laudonzy and others. One very 
remarkable circumstance in diphtheritic paralysis is the temporary 
extinction of venereal desires, which occurs at a very early period, even 
in those possessed of considerable genttul ardor. In various othet 
serious pathological conditions, especially phthisis, the patients long 
preserve their copulative aptitudes. M. Trousseau referred to other 
instances of paralysis, analogous to those now in question, occasionally 
observed after feeding on certain poisonous fish, after typhoid or 
variola, after asphyxia from charcoal vapors, and after the manipulation 
of sulphuret of carbon in the vulcanized caoutchouc factories (where 
also both men and women experience venereal frigidity. 

In the treatment of paralysis consecutive to diphtheria, while com- 
bating the local condition, wo must especially endeavor to restore the 
patient^s strength. Bark, in all its forms, iron (especially the syrup 
of the ammonical citrate or the perehloride), bitters, animalized and 
nutritious diet, exposure to the fresh air, dry frictions along the spine, 
aromatic and stimulant lotions, and sulphureous baths, comprise our 
most precious resources. Preparations of nux vomica, and especially 
the syrup of the sulphate of strychnia, act as general stimuli, arousing 
the muscular contractility, and may, on occasions, render good service. 
In spite of these and all other' means, it must always be borne in mind 
that diphtheritic paralysis is an affection of considerable duration. 

Medical Times and Gazette. ' 



On the Use of Ergot of Bye in the Treatment of Betention of 

from Paralysis of the Bladder. 

BY DB. ALLIER. 

The faculty possessed by ergot of rye of producing uterine contract 
tion suggested to Dr. Allier the idea of employing this agent in the 
treatment of certain forms of paralysis of the bladder ; and M. Paul 
Guersant has subsequently demonstrated in his practice at the BicetrCi 
that the ergot is really endowed with the property of exciting contrac- 
tion of the bladder. He employed it not only in eases of retention of 
urine from simple paralysis of the bladder, but also in order to promote 
the expulsion of the detritus of calculi after lithotrity. In order to 
ascertain the physiological effects of this substance, Dr. Allier took 
several timcH, fasting, one gramme divided into four doses; the results 
were a little heaviness of the head, and a plight feeling of intoxication 
Bimilar to that produced by champagne. &ome\.\m«% vWx^ ^%& v^ ^«eAxA 
to make water more frequently tl^au UBna\, a\inoi>V iX^%.'^%^\(i^\^ 
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uDeasiness in the pelvic organs, which prevented sleep; tt other timen, 
on the following night there was a kind of involuntary jactitation and 
disturbed sleep, and the rhjthm of the heart's pulsation was variable. 
Dr. AUier relates a number of cases treated by ergot of rye, and his 
general conclusions are as follows : In the first place, he finds that the 
innoxious character of the drug is fully established, although he ad* 
ministered it in large doses continued for a long time, afid he is there-* 
fore inducted to doubt the deleterious effects attributed to it by some 
writers, or rather he believes that there may be different kinds of ergot, 
some of which are poisonous and others not so. In four out cf fourteen 
cases related, there was evident excitement of the generative organs, 
which could be attributed only to the use of the ergot, and nearly all 
the cases exhibited more or less alteration in the nervous system, the 
most constant effects being a kind of pleasing inebriation, itching of 
the skin, nausea, uneasiness in the lower limbs, slight convulsive move- 
ments, and especially excitement of the contractility of the bladder 
when this function had been weakened or lost, l^e ergot appears 
especially to have a kind of mysterious predilection for the bladder, of 
the same nature as that which is admitted to exist in the case of the 
uterus, and quite as inexplicable; it is, in fact, a special and transient 
ezcitor of the nervous system, appearing to act more particularly upon 
the lumbar portion of the spinal cord and the hypogastrio plexus of the 
sympathetic, which themselves react upon certain orders of muscles, 
and especially on those of the bladder. Dr. Allier does not agree with 
M. Bonjean in classing ergot among the opiates; for, according to the 
former physician, ergot never produces stupefaction, such as it observed 
in advanced drunkenness, or in opium-smoking and opium-eating. 
The transient intoxication produced by ergot can only be compared to 
the effects of a glass of champagne. It may be admitted, however, that 
one of the principles of ergot — namely ergotine — may present some 
analogy with opium in its stupifying power. Dr. Allier draws the 
following conclusions from his researches: Ergot overcomes retentioti 
of urine when it has not yielded to catheterism, and abridges the dura- 
tion ot those cases which would yield in time to the catheter. ' It has 
no efficacy in the treatment of retention caused by enlargement of the 
prostate. Paralysis of the bladder, resulting from cerebral haemorrhage, 
yields rather easily to ergot, but this is not the case with paralysis of 
the limbs following apoplexy. Ergot is equally efficacious in vesical 
paralysis connected with an undetermined lesion of the nervous eentreH, 
bat has no power over paralysis of the limbs dependent on the same 
lesion. — Medico- Chirurg, Review, 



Spontaneous Cure of Cataract. 

BY ST. GEORGE PEACHY, M. D. 

Mr. M., fifty years of age, of correct habits, and accustomed to exercise 
a great deal in open air, was the subject, in 1835, of inflammation of 
the left eye, attended with the most intense pain. The inflammation 
was subdued in the course of time, but he suffered occasional ^«ii\^ 
and the sight of the rigrht eye became impaired. In ^^ ^^^ ^^w%^% 
hft eye became completely cataraotous, but lie "^raa ^\S\\ «XA^ N.^ 
quite well with the rights bo that an opeiatiou yfZA not, di^^isk^^ iAt«A> 
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The left globe was also unosaally promineDt Dr. Peachy thus coiii* 
eludes the imperfect account of the case. ^'Several months ago. Mr, 
M., felt a renewal of the fulness, he first spoke of in the globe of the 
eje^paiu accompanied it, and suddenly he felt 'something give way/ 
To his astonishmeiit, upon raising the Jid, his sight had been restored 
to him as if by miracle, and for six months he has enjoyed as perfect 
vision as ever. In proof of this last assertion, in the presence of 
myself and others, he has read with the left eye alone, an ordinary 
newspaper print with perfect ease and without the aid of glasses. The 
lens escaped into the interior chamber, fell below the organ of vision, 
and has been undergoing gradual absorption, It was a hard, lenticular 
cataract, judging from its size and the amber color so frequently 
mentioned by writers on this disease. The right eye has recovered 
its normal vigor^ and Mr. M. has now perfect vision and no pain» 
Excepting the small amber-colored body resting against the lower 
margin of the cornea, witjiin the anterior chamber, no one woulj 
discover that Mr. M. had suffered from any such affection as that of 
which I have given you the above description, and of which I cut. 
find no such termination in any work in my possession.'' — Maryland 
and Virginia MedualJournaL 



On the Beduetion of Luxations of the Head of the Hnmeros fimpiy 

by Manipulation. 

BY HENRY H. SMITH. 

The method of reducing dislocations of the head of the humerus b 



elevation and rotation is not a new suggestion, but to Professor Sm 



ith 

is undoabtedly due the credit of having amended and methodized thi« 
plan of treatment, and as such to render it worthy the attention of the 
profession. It does not require the use of an anaesthetic, provided the 
movements are made gently and slowly, so as not to inauce fearer 
muscular resistance, and may be practiced when the subject is sitting 
up, in which event the scapula requires to be steadied. 

The manipulation for an axillary luxation is as follows: Elevate the 
humerus as much as possible, or, at least, to a right angle with the body, 
and flex the forearm at a right angle with the arm, so that the palm of 
the hand will present to the patient's abdomen. Then seizing the wrist 
with one hand, and the surgical neck of humerus with the other, while 
the arm is thus elevated and the forearm flexed, use the forearm as a 
lever, and rotate the head of the humerus upward, outward, and back* 
ward, until the palm of the patient's hand looks upward, and a strong 
resistance to further rotation, caused by the tendon of the subscapu- 
laris, is felt. Then bringing the elbow slowly to the side, and keeping 
the humerus parallel wi h the middle line of the axilla, that is, not 
carrying the arm either toward the anterior or posterior portion of the 
trunk, rotate the head of the humerous upward and forward by revers- 
ing the motion of the forearm until the palm of the hand shall again 
look downward, bringing the elbow to the side during this latter rota-» 
tion, when the luxation will be reduced with great ease to both patient 
nnd Burgeoa. 
To reduce An nnterioT luxation, carry Oiie eVbo^ aa ivt \>^<^^vt4 u^ 
.poMible, Mud elevate it ao as to throw the Uead oi \>\ie \^u^ VuV.^ ^^ 
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axilla, then treat as io an original axillary dislocation. For a posterior 
luxation elevate the afm and carry it strongly forward, so as to make 
an axillary variety, and proceed as before. 

The paper is illustrated by twelve cases, treated by this method, three 
being of the anterior variety, and the remainder axillary. One of the 
former was of three weeks' standing:, and one of the latter of six weeks' 
duration. In about half the cumber, anaesthetic agents were not em- 
ployed. — JV. A, Medico- Chirur. Rev, 



Traumatic Tetanus Cured by Tartarized Antimony in large Doses. 

The success which has attended the treatment of chorea by large 
doses of tartarized antimony (that is to say, by the strongest doses that 
the patient can bear without vomiting or aiarrhoea,) has induced Dr. 
Conway, of Neufchatel in Switzerland, to adopt this plan of treatment 
in traumatic tetanus; and he has succeeded in curing two patients by 
the administration of this medicine. The- last case was that of a man, 
sixty-three years of age, who was siezed with violent pain in the left 
hand, and particularly in the middle finger, which was effected with 
gangrene extending to its metacarpo-phalangeal articulatioh. In the 
course of time the finger became dried up, and was removed by gentle 
traction ; but very soon afterwards the patient complained of stiffness 
in the muscles of mastication, and it was remarked that he could not 
open his mouth. Dr. Conway immediately prescribed tartarized anti- 
mony in the dose of half a grain every hour and a half. The medicine 
caused severe alvine evacuations, but no vomiting until the next morn- 
ing. The patient had still the same difficulty in opening his mouth, 
and complained besides of stiffness of the muscles of the nape of the 
neck. Two days after the attack, the trismus was extremely well 
marked, and the patient spoke only with difficulty. The tartarized an- 
timony was now given more frequently — namely, half a grain every 
hour ; but still the symptoms were increased in intensity. The patient 
then experienced a slight amelioration of his complaint, the stiffness of 
the neck having diminished. On the other hand, the tartarized anti- 
mony had produced acute pain in the back of the mouth. Dr. Conway 
then ordered twenty four pills, containing sixteen grains of tartarized 
antimony, one to be taken every hour and a half. The next day after 
this prescription the patient was still worse; and as the constriction of 
the jaws did not allow him to swallow the pills any longer, he was or- 
dered to take, every hour and a half, a teaspoonful of a solution of eight 
grains of tartarized antimony in sixty grammes of distilled water. It 
was necessary, however, to abandon this latter method of administering 
the drug, as it caused excessive pain in the back of the mouth, with 
singing in the ears, and a linctus with chlorate of potash was employed. 
The next day but one the tetanus still advanced, but the state of the 
mouth was improved under the use of the chlorate of potash, and the 
tartarized antimony was again administered every hour and a half, to- 
gether with the chlorate of potash. This treatment was continued for 
seven days, after which time the patient compUiued o^ "^^vo. vw >^^ 
stonuieli; and the tartarized antimony was oimttcA', W\» VJcl^ \ft\.'^\iY<^ 
symptoms diminished from this period, and it "waa tvoV. Tv^^fe^^'a.T'3 ^<^^\ii 
loJk»ve reaoarse to the medicine. The case is lomwV^VA^ ttom ^% 
1^ 
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perseverance whieli was shown in the use -of the tartarized antimony, 
and from the successful results which ensued from its combination with 
chlorate of potash, the latter salt appearing to modify the injurious 
effects of the tartar emetic, and enabling the patient to continue the an- 
timonial treatment much longer than he would have {>een able to do 
without such an adjuvant. — Br, and For, Med,'Chir, Review. 



Extra-TTterine Pregnancy. 

BY MAUS ROSA VEDDER, M. D. 

The history of the following case is imperfect, owing to the fact that 
the patient during life was attended by a homoopathist, who failed to 
jiote any important points that might have been present In some 
unaccountable way he came to the conclusion that the disease which the 
patient was laboring under was dropsy. 

A. B., aged thirty- two years, married eleven years, had menorrhagia 
about two years ago ; menstruated regularly until within eight months, 
when menstruation ceased, had morning sickness and the usual signs 
of pregnancy. The movements of the child were perceptible to thfe 
mother early in the pregnancy, and^ sometimes would produce great 
distress, violent pain in the abdomen, vomiting, faintness, and syncope. 
Jiater in the disease, or about the seventh month, the abdomen was 
thought to be of unusually large dimensions, and was observed to point 
in the umbilical region. The patient was greatly emaciated, and the 
feet were oedematous. About two weeks before her death, the patient 
was siezed with labbr pains, which lasted with greater or less Intensity 
for two or three days. The attack then passed off, to be succeeded at 
varying intervals by others of a like character. During the last attack, 
which continued several hours, the abdomen became exceedingly tender 
on pressure, so much so that the weight of the bedclothes could not be 
borne; the urine was scanty and high-colored, and was attended by ex- 
cruciating pain in its expulsion. She died of exhaustion undelivered. 

The autopsy was made twenty hours after death, under the direction 
of Dr. A. M. Vedder of Schenectady. Body much emanciated, abdo- 
men full and greatly distended, feet oedematous. In the right hypo* 
chondriac region there was a large, hard, rounded tumor, and in follow- 
ing a line obliquely across the abdomen to the left iliac region, was felt 
a hard and ^neven mass, the former very much like the head, and tke 
latter like the extremities of a footus. Deep-seated fluctuation could be 
detected in the umbilical region by palpitation. In making an incision 
through the parietes of the abdomen, there was brought to view a thick, 
dense, fibrous membrane, extending from the pubes midway to the um- 
bilicus, and in immediate contact by recent adhesion with the perito- 
neum. Making an incision through this membrane I was greatly sur- 
prised to find, by the escape of urine, that I had perforated the bladder, 
that viscus being adherent to the abdomen, which accounted for the 
pain during micturition. Peritoneal adhesions, of recent origin, were 
also found in many parts of the cavity, breaking down easily between 
the thumb and finger* 

Just above the uterus, below the bladder and within the peritoneal 
sank, was found a, large tumor, which appaieutl^ ^\\e^O[ift ^ulvt^ ^M<^mi- 
naJ cavitjr. Jfakiog an incision tlirougli tiie ^a\\« oi V\i\& Vum^x^v.^^ 
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quarts of dark bFownisk fluid escaped, together with a quantity of clot- 
ted blood, and a fully developed footus in a perfect state of preservation. 
Iho footus lay upon its right side, obliquely across the spinal column, 
with t)ie head flexed upon the thorax, the thighs upon the abdomen, 
and the arms lying lengthwise at the sides. The head occupied the 
right hypochondriac region, and the feet the left iliac region. After 
evacuating the contents of the cyst it was found to be composed of 
two layers, the chorion and amnion, in intimate relation with one an* 
other, yet easily separated 1)y gentle traction. Its walls were not in 
any way connected with the organs of generation, but were adherent, 
at diflerent points, to the large and small intestines. 

The placenta was attached to the sigmoid flexure of the large intes« 
tines and the surrounding tissue of the left iliac region. The uterus 
was much larger than in the unimpregnated state, and on its internal 
lurface presented a very vascular appearance \ the cervix was closed by 
a green, gelatinous, tenacious plug. 

The right fallopian tube and ovary were normal, while the left pre- 
sented a curious anomaly. No communication existed between the 
uterus and the ovary, the canal of the tube being completely obliterated. 
It would be impossible to state whether this impervious condition of the 
Fallopian tube took place before the impregnation, or in consequence of 
it If this point could be ascertained it would be of importance in a 
physiological point of view. 

It may be remarked, that if the Caesarean section had been perform- 
ed in this itiBtanoe, during life, the operator would, in all probability, 
have carried his incision through the walls of the bladder, and death 
would have been the inevitable result. — American Medical Times. 



Sudden Whitenings of the hair. 

The question of the sudden whitening of the hair is a disputed one 
notwithstanding the numerous facts said to be attested in the afHrma- 
tive. Physiologists, generally, incline to a belief in the sudden change 
of color; and many curious theories are adduced to account for it. 

We have sometimes seen the hair on patient's heads totally change in 
color, near to the roots, at least, from a black to a silvery white, or even 
to a brickdust red, but our credulity has been spared a stretch by de- 
tecting the previous customary use of hair 'df/e^ and supposing that dur- 
ing illness its use was not very convenient. This is, we are aware, spoil- 
ing the poetry of the transition, and we would not thus accuse the 
Prboner of Ghillon, who said: 

*' My bair Is gray, but not wltb years, 
Nor grew ii wbite in a single nigbt. 
As men have grown from sudden feats." 

But our un poetical theory would not account for the change as rapid- 
ly as Scott says it can take place : 

" Danger, long travail, want and woe. 
Soon change the form that best we know ; 
For deadly fear can time outgo, 
And blanch at once the hair." 

The beat anihcDticated instance of sudden iif\iileTi\ug oi >[\ii^V%vtv^ 
Ae follow JDg, which has recently appeared ; 
''A correspondent of the London JUtdical Timea \l^<vu^ «9^^^ ^JQIt 
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authentic instances of the hair hecoming gray within one night, Mr. D. 
P. Parry, Staff Surgeon at Aldershott, writes the following rery remark- 
ible account of a case of which he made a memorandum shortly after the 
occurrence: * On Friday, February 19, 1859. the column under Gen. 
Franks, in the south of Oude, was engaged with a rebel force at the vil* 
lage of Chamba, and several prisoners were taken ; one of them a Se- 
poy of the Bengal army, was brought before the authorities for exami- 
nation, and I, being present, had an opportunity of watching from, the 
commencement, the fact that I am about to record. Divested of his 
uniform, and stripped completely naked, he was surrounded by the sol* 
diers, and then first apparently became alive to the danger of his posi- 
tion ; he trembled violently, intense horror and despair were depicted on 
his countenance, and although he answered the questions addressed to 
him he seemed almost stupified witli fear. While actually under obser«> 
ration, within the space of half an hour, his hair became gray on every 
portion of his head, it having been, when first seen by us, the glossy 
black of the Bengalee, aged about 54. The attention of the bystanders 
was first attracted by the sergeant, whose prisoner he was, exclaiming, 
*He is turning gray,' and I, with several other prisoners, watched its 
progress. Gradually, but decidedly, the change went on^ and a uniform 
grayish color was completed within the time named/" 



Strangulated Oblique Inguinal Hernia Treated by Inverting fhe 

Patient. 

BY HENRY POWER, M. D. 

On the 14th ult. Wm. W. presented himself amongst the out-patients 
of the Westminster Hbspital. He stated that he was forty four years 
of age, a soda water maker by trade, and that he had suffered from 
hernia for twei;ity years. He had always worn a truss, and though the 
bowel occasionally slipped down he had ^Iwavs been able to replace it 
by himself. On the day previous to his coming, at five o'clock p. m.^ 
he was pulling down the sash of a window, when the hernia descended 
with much force in spite of the truss. He immediately went home and 
attempted to reduce it, but his efforts were fruitless j he therefore re- 
adjusted the truss and went to bed. He endured much pain througli 
the night, and got no sleep. In the morning he felt sick and vomited 
his breakfast. 

On examination a very tense tumor was found in the right inguinal 
region. It was about equal in size to a guinea fowrs egg, and was 
extremely tender to the touch. I could not ascertain whether the 
hernia was direct or oblique. He complained of nausea^ and of pain 
radiating over the whole abdomen. 

I placed him on his back, with the knees drawn up, and for five 
minutes endeavored to reduce the hernia by steady pressure, but no 
impression whatever was made upon it. Recollecting the plan which 
was rediscovered or reintroduced by my friend Mr. Jessop, of Chelten- 
ham, and of which several successful instances are on record, I obtained 
the assistance of one or two of the students and placed the patient on 
Ai8 bead. On again gei;ktly eomplessing the tumor, I had the satisfac- 
tion of feeling it quickly recede, and \n less t\iaTi ^.mvciwx.^ \\. «ivNax^"^ 
retttraed, with an aadible gurgle. — X«ondon Lancet. 
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' Bnptnre of the Spleen. 

BY NEYILL JACKSON, M. D, 

The following case of rapture of the spleen from slight violence 
derives additional interest from the evidence it affords of recovery from 
I previous injury of the eame nature. 

In Naveniber last I was desired to examine the body of a middle-aged 
toman who had been found dead, and against whose husband suspicions 
were entertained, as he had disappeared, and had not been seen since 
the occurrence. 

The head and chest were examined without result, but the abdomen 
was found to contain .a large quantity of blood in a fluid state, derived 
from an extensive rupture of the spleen. In conducting the previous 
steps of the autopsy I had noticed a small circular patch of ecchymosia 
which exactly corresponded with the ruptur^, and I had therefore no 
hesitation in giving it as my opinion that the lesion was probably caused 
by a thrust in the side with a stick or other blunt pointed weapon, and 
that a very slight degree of violence would suffice to cause the injury,, 
as the organ was abnormally enlarged and softened. 

If the subsequent statement of the husband, made in ignorance of 
my expressed opinion, may be taken as confirmatory, this surmise would 
appear to have been correct, as he confessed to having pushed her in 
the side with a small bit of cane. 

The scar of a previous rupture, about three inches in length, was 
observed, which had healed in a peculiar manner, the edges being in- 
verted, and presenting rounded, smoth surfaces which were not in 
contact, bands of fibrinous structure apparently forming the chief bond 
of union. — London Lancet. 



EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 



Delay. 

This number of our journal has been delayed beyond all calculation, 
and our friends must find an excuse in their own feelings and agitations 
upon the voar question. Every department of social existence has been 
more or less influenced by the destructive elements of war, and mind 
has been, in many instances, almost entirely dethroned, leaving the 
animal economy a mass of moving matter, operating as a machine by 
the influence of this or that propelling power, and guided by the im- 
pulses of the moment, or the despotic sway of circumstances. 

WUdont has fallen asleep, or is engaged plotting the destruction of 
man; genius has forsaken its varied operations, and is engaged solely, 
in the planning and construction of implements of death; the senses are 
blanted — the tissues are in a morbid condition, and the physician is 
expected to overcome all, as if by the magic power of the rod of Moses 
or the wand of the magician. 

Bat what has this to do with the editor's duty? H^ tclm^V* ^vki\ c^^ 
sometbiog, or be looked upon as a ''used up manV* tYi\?i vje «tt^ \io\* V^* 
ugioBdmit; aa we aball prove in the futare that ^e W^^ ^tf^l \*w*f 
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preparing to ^^take aim," that done tbe enerm/ better stand aside, as oar 
army of M. Ds. will be well supplied with boluses. 



Observations on the Proximate Cause of the Intermitting Pulse, anS 
on the Forces producing the Venous and Absorbent Circulation. 

The above is the heading of an article by Dr. Thomas Carroll, of Cin- 
cinnati, published in th-e May number of the "iV. Amer. Med. iChtrurgi" 
eal Reviewj^^ in which it is proposed to demonstrate, by a new theory, the 
causes of the intermitting pulse, and the venous circulation. As the 
Dr. is a man of very considerable scientific attainments, and has no lit* 
tie reputation as a correct observer anrd sound reasoner, we would be 
glad to copy the article entire for the benefit of our readers, but as its 
length precludes the possibility of that, we will onlygive a brief sy- 
nopsis of it. 

The Dr. states that more than thirty years ago from frequent eases he 
met with, he became interested in the phenomena attending the inter- 
mitting pulse, and their probable cause ; and he determined to insti* 
tute, if possible, some researches to that end. He could easily conceive 
the remote cause to be nervous irritation, etc., but the immediate or prox- 
imate cause seemed to be. a mystery which he could not unravel by any- 
thing he then knew. At first view, the knife and the dead body seemed 
to be the only means for accomplishing his purpose ; **but what could be 
here told, when the heart had become motionless?*' To properly in- 
Tcstigate the matter, it was evidently necessary to actually observe the 
motions of the heart in the living animal ; and that, too, when they 
were free from the excitement that would result upon the operation of 
exposing them. This he did by admipistering to the subject of the ex- 
periment, previous to opening the thorax, a drug whose sedative influ- 
ence upon the circulation rendered the hearts action much less fre- 
quent. 

His first experiment was upon a cat, which he prepared for the pur* 
pose by dropping a few drops of prussic acid upon its tongue. After 
exposing the heart it was found to be still acting, and continued to do 
BO for about half an hour. He observed, ^' that although the action of 
the ventricles became less frequent, the diminution was not perfectly 
regular; but that after they had labored awhile, intermissions of then 
occurred every few minutes. But this was not the ease with the auri- 
cles, for their action remained steady' ; and although their contractions 
became less frequent, yet there was the most perfect regularity to the 
Jast in this diminution, until, finally, they made a last efi^ort to stima- 
hte the vontriclca ** From this it is deduced that the proximate cause 
of the io Permitting pulse is due to the Wrmoti^ o^ ^^ wi>Ao\\^ ^^ ^^ 
Muridleff and Tentricles being intetrupicc* ^"^^^ \\i^ t^^uXax ^^xiVt^^^^tw 
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of the ventricles succeeding immediately upon that of the auricles. The 
auricles, in obedience to their functions, contract and fill the ventricles; 
but these latter not heeding the stimulus of the blood remain passive. 
The blood, then, the bicuspid atid tricuspid valves not acting through 
the inactivity of the ventricles, flows back into the auricles, by which it 
is again forced into the ventricles, which now responding drive it into 
the aorta. Of course, this interruption in the contractions of the ven- 
tricles is perceived throughout all the ramifications of the arterial sys- 
tem. 

During his experiments he observed that the auricles received no 
blood from the cavas and pulmonary veins until after the contractions 
of the ventricles, when they became filled from the lateral pressure of 
the distended aorta upon those vessels. The descending aorta and ascend- 
ing cavi, to which the Dr*s observations were mostly confined, being in 
juxtaposition, and surrounded by dense tissues, and the cava being sup- 
plied with valves so as to prevent any retrograde motion of the blood, 
it is obvious, he thinks, that the fluid in the vein must be forced up- 
wards by the wave that is propelled along the artery. 

Not only in the larger vessels near the heart does the Dr. consider 
that the venous blood is propelled onward by the " lashings " of the ar- 
teries against the veins, but he thinks the same cause operates to pro- 
duce the same result in the smaller vessels distant from the heart. The 
blood having been force<i into the venous capillaries by the arteries, 
receives an impulsive motion by the swell and stroke of the numerous 
small arteries, and is driven along passed the valves, which prevent any 
retrograde motion, into the larger veins. These gradually approximate, 
until they are finally bound up in the same sheath with the great arter- 
ies of the economy which affect them as before mentioned. 

The demonstrations given of the venous circulation of the liver and 
brain through the ar'teridl swell, are peculiarly interesting, but want of 
time and space prevents us from giving more than a brief account of 
that of the latter. 

" The brain is situated,*' to quote a brief synopsis by the Dr. himself, 
"in a bony case, which in the adult is unyielding. The only inlets and 
outlets are those of the arteries and veins, and those, we know, ramify 
throughout the organ and are constantly full ; that is, there is in the 
brain no empty space. The arterial blood may, indeed, be greater at 
one time than at another, and so may the venous be less or greater as 
the arterial is increased or diminished ; or there may be an atrophied 
condition of the brain, which may require greater distention of the ar- 
teries. Still, the concavity of the cranium must throughout life be full. 
" "This bein^ conceded, proves that a single dtacYvxn^OT ^^^\i ^ ^\vi^ <^\ 
Mood being udmittcd by the arteries, must ot ti^^i^mX.^ ^\^\\^^^ '^s^ 
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equal amonnt of venous blood. The question then is, how is this ef- 
fected? We know that the longitudinal and lateral sinuses are con* 
Btantly filled with blood even after the extinction of life ; and we know 
also that they are supplied by numerous veins, some of which enter so 
that their contents cannot return to the brain. Now, when the stroke 
of the arteries occurs, and forces into the capillaries of these veins a 
certain amount pf fluid, their sides are lashed by the arterial impulse 
acting on the brain, and a corresponding amount of blood is forced into 
the sinuses. The extremities of the sinuses rest in a fossa on either 
side, and have a free opening into the internal jugular veins. These lie 
throughout their entire length in a common sheath with the carotid ar« 
teries. Now, at the mopaent the carotids swell with blood, they drive ia 
an opposite dir lection the blood in the jugulars; so that just before the 
brain receives an impulse from the arteries tke jugulars have been re- 
lieved of an equal amount of their contents, and are again ready to re- 
ceive and actually invite a flow of blood from the sinuses." 

In regard to the circulation of the absorbent system, it is demon*, 
strated that the same forces carry it on as that of the venous circulation- 
That in the thoracic duct by the swell of the aorta, left carotid, and 
vena azygos — more particularly of the former two. 

Many very interesting observations were made by the Dr. during hifl 
experiments that we would IJke to make mention of, but our space will 
not permit. Indeed we would like to make some remarks of our pwn 
in regard to the theories advanced, but for the same reason we cannot 
at the present time. ^ 



Obituary STotiee. 

It is with no little pain that we record the decease of Dr. William 
Krause of this city. He died May 21st. A native of Germany, where 
he obtained his education, which was of very high order, he possessed' 
very superior talents; and although but a young man, having been in 
the profession but some eight years, he had attained, at the time of hi^ 
demise, to no little degree of eminence among his confreres. Indeed) 
we know of no young physician, the sun of whose hopes for obtaining a 
high and noble position in the profession seemed brighter or more 
rapidly rising than his. Besides his accomplishments as a physician 
and man of learning, he possessed all the qualities of a gentleman, and 
was beloved by all who knew him. 

A few evenings after his decease, a meeting of the Medical profession 
of the city was held at the Dental College, at which appropriate resolu- 
tJoDs were passed. Previous to their passage, eulogistic remarks were 
made bj Dra. E, Williams, Dodge, Comegjs, MolYNaAn^^ «LTi^^\x\^\\^. 
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MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS AND SELECTIONS. 

N 

For the Medical and Surgical News. 

Adhesive Inflammation. — A Sabstitate for the Enife in Fistula in And. 

Prof. A. H. Baker — Dear sir: Allow me to lay before your readers 
an awkward account of a ease, in which adhesive inflammation answered 
as a perfect substitute for thie knife in fistula in ano. 

Henry Deuwser, aet 30, occupation farmer, applied to Dr. Daniel 
(who studied with me) for treatment. The Dr. took charge of the case? 
though he did not do anything until I was called. On examination we 
found an incomplete fistula of four months standing. The history of 
the case proved it to be a sequence of a perineal carbuncle, situated near 
the right tuber ischii, about two inches in depth, pointing well in 
towards the rectum, with a constant discharge of a rather thin muco« 
pnralent fluid ; its walls much indurated, which gave to it a dense car- 
tilaginous feel to its very bottom ; its external appearance was that of a 
longitudinal fissure near a half inch in length. 

"It had been treated," to use the patients own words, "by two Doc- 
tors who done nothing but try to salve it over for some weeks." Being 
opposed to the knife (on account of its inefficiency in many cases) I laid 
tbe following plan of treatment before Dr. Daniel, which he agreed tO) 
and carried out to the letter. 

A saturated solution of the sulphate of zinc^ was injected into the 
fisiire with great force ; rest enjoined till the third day, at which time 
the induration appeared to be entirely overcome. The operation was 
repeated in the morning, and then, after the bowels had been well 
cleared by a drastic cathartic, the highly inflamed walls of the fistula 
Wore brought into complete apposition, by filling the rectum with ta,y{ 

• T1ti$ woo J J not do as vesicatory in every ca^e. but in the ma^onty \^i\sAT^K. \\» "^wiXA- , 
Bowefer, when the walls of a FiHuJa are exceedingly hnrd. tY\e \9\»>\t «\««a ol *%Ock»i^ 
OctJiMtevmmand, from the »ulph, zinc to the acioal cautery. 
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ootton, to the depth of three inclies, ipaking of it a well impacted cjlin- 
der to that extent. The bowels were now completely, tied up with 
opium; we had fears that a foreign body in tliQ^ rectum would produce 
a strong desire to go to stool, but such not being the case, we can only 
account for it on the ground, that the cotton in a dry state absorbed the 
mucous exhalations, or secretions, leaving the tactile seLsibility of the 
nerves much obtunded. 

He bore it well, however, for forty-two hours; and when this rectal 
tampon was removed, adhesion was as perfect as was ever seen in a case 
of a common incision, to within a quarter inch of its outer edge. 

That slight mishap was caused by the external sphincter forcing the 
cotton in^ and closing tl^e anus, thereby letting its walls separate to 
that extent. It yet remained a fistula one quarter of an inch in depth. 
This was treated with the oint. iodide of lead, a strong adhesive strap 
drawn across it, and some degree of pressure kept up for a week, which 
overcotne the induration following the separation of its walls exter- 
nally by the action of the sphincter as mentioned. A second adhesive 
strap was now tightly drawn across the fissure, which made a nice coap- 
tation of its walls. It was now left to heal, and in ten* days we had the 
satisfaction of finding a perfect union. When examined ton days later 
still, there onTy remained a good dense cicatrix ; the whole time being 
about four weeks. The patient's heajth, which was bad, underwent a 
great improvement. The patient is now well in every respect. 

•I have no comment to make; I only ask that the merits of the plan 
be thoroughly tested. J. J. Kimbeblin, M. D. 

Uedorik, Ind. Feb. 7, 1861. • 



" Bemarks on dun-Shot Wounds. 

# 

BY GEORQE HAYWARD, M. D. 

Gun-shot wounds are produced by obtuse bodies, generally of a me- 
tallic nature, projected by fire arms. They have usually the form of 
punctured wounds, and their surfaces are always contusjd. It is of 
course impossible that they should heal by the first intention. Sup- 
puration must take place, and there is always danger that the infiama- 
tion will be excessive. 

So great is the sloughing that is ordinarily produced by wounds of 
this character, that for some time after the invention of gunpowder, it 
was supposed that the mischief arose either from the parts being burn* 
ed, or from the balls having been poisoned. 

It is now well known, that however great may be the velocity of the 

balls, they do not acquire any perceptible degree of heat, and it is also 

well understood that there is nothing poisonous in the ingredients of 

which gun -powder is composed. The severe injury which is produced 

bf musket balls, is attributable to their obtuse form, and the great ve- 

locitj with which they are thrown. These at© s\iSi.ci\^\i\. \»q ^x^^wa^ ^ 

violeat eontusion and laceration of the in)\iie^ i^ax\A. 
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As more correct views are now taken of the nature of theie wounds, 
80 also % more correct n^ethod of treating? them has been adopted. For 
this we are in part indebted to the celebrated Ambrose Pare, whose 
practice was much le^s severe than that of his predecessors; but Mr. 
Hunter must also be regarded as a great reformer on this subject, as 
well as in most others connected with surgery. " 

According to him (and no one who has given the subject the slight- 
est attention can doubt the propriety of the distinction,) gun-shot 
wounds will vary according to the kind of body which is projected anij 
which produces the wound, the degree of velocity with which it is pro- 
jected, and the nature and peculiarities of the injurad part. ■ The bodies 
that produce the wound are, for the most part, musket balls, though it 
is sometimes caused by cannon balls, or pieces of shells, and, on board 
of ships, by splinters of wood. Even when it is produced by musket 
balls, the injury is occasionally very much aggravated by the foreign 
bodies which are carried by them into the wound. Pieces of cloth are 
often driven in by the balls, and great mischief is sometimes caused, 
when the bone is fractured, by some of the splinters. 

When the velocity of the ball is small, the injury, on several ac- 
counts, is not likely to be so severe as when it is greater. The con- 
tusion and general violence done to the soft parts are less, and the 
bones, too, are not so likely to be fractured. But if the velocity of the 
ball is merely sufl&cient to fracture the bone, it is more apt to be splin- 
tered than if the velocity had been very great; for in this case the bajl 
passes directly through the bone, and, as it were, takes a piece out of it. 
But this, after all, depends very much upon the resistance which the 
bone makes to the ball, the hardest bones being the most frequently 
splintered. 

If the same extent of injury be produced by two balls, moving with 
different degrees of velocity, the wound made by the ball with the 
greater velocity will require the longer time to heal. This can only be 
accounted for on the supposition that the parts are more contused in 
one than in the other case, and that consequently the sloughing will 
be greater. It is said that when a ball passes through a part, the ori- 
fice at which the ball comes out will heal sooner than that at which it 
enters ; it having lost some of its velocity in its passage, it cannot, of 
course, inflict so great a degree of injury. 

Gun-shot wounds are more or less severe according to the parts 
which are injured. Those affecting the external integuments and 
muscles are the least important; those which are complicated with in- 
jury or fracture of the bones more so, and those are the most serious 
which penetrate some of the larger circumscribed cavities. These last 
also are of two kinds; one of which merely penetrates the cavity, and 
the other in which some important vi^cus contained in it is injured. 

Gun-shot wounds, from the degree of contusion that always attends 
them, do not usually bleed much, unless some large artery is cut off. 
The amount of haemorrhage, however, is very different in different cases, 
owing to the manner in which the wound is produced. If the artery 
be cut directly across, and this be done by a ball that is moving with 
great velocity, it will bleed freely; but if it be bruV&e^ «LXi^\xi ^<ivtL^^^« 
gne torn, it will bleed much Jess. It occasionaWj \iapi^^xi^ \Xi«A. \>ci<^^^ 
/Atf bleeding may be trliiag at the tioae of t\\e aGcV^^Tv^ '\V ^om^^ -^^ 
profusely some time after. This arises from tte injviLT^ ^\i\OcL\i%»^«« 
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done to the artery, producing a alonghing of its coats, and the separa* 
tioD does not take place until several days after the wound has been 
received. The deadened parts are usually detached from the sixth to 
the fifteenth day after the receipt of the wound, and the greatest danger 
of haBmorrhage is consequently between these periods. The patient 
should* of course, be carefully watched till this has taken place; it maj 
occur in the night, and if proper measures have not been adopted, he 
will bleed to death before' any aid can be afforded him. If the haemor- 
rhage proceed from an internal artery, nothing, of course, can be done; 
but if it be one in either of the extrennities, there would be no difficult 
in controlling the bleeding at the time, and the vessel could be after- 
wards tied or the limb be amputated, as the circumi^nces of the caae 
might seem to require. 

The direction of gun-shot wounds is sometimes very singular, owing 
to the strange course which the ball takes. When the velocity of the 
ball is small it is easily diverted from its course, the soft parts alone ar^ 
then sufficient to do this. There are other circumstances also that, 
have an iufluence on its course; such' as its form and direction, the po* 
sition and the nature of the parts through which it passes ; or, in other 
words, the degree of resistance it offers to it. Many curious easea are 
related of the direction which balls have taken,. some of them passing 
nearly round the body, and coming out almost at the same spot in which 
they entered. Balls have been known to enter the integuments, over 
the OS frontis, and go round the cranium to the occiput. The same has 
been mot with in the thorax and the throat. 

No credit is now given to the opinion that was once entertained, that 
the body can be seriously injured with the wind of the ball. Contus- 
ions often take place, which were attributed to the commotion produced 
in the air by the rapid motion of the ball through it. They were alio 
attributed to electricity, supposed to be generated by the violent frictioa 
of the ball in the bore of the gun, and communicated by the ball to the 
injured part. But there is no foundation of this theory, for metallio 
substances do not become electric by friction. The truth is, that ihese 
injuries, which are frequently called wind contusions, are caused by the 
ball itself. They may arise from the oblique direction in which the 
body is struck by the ball, or the circumstance that it is not struck at 
all till the ball is spent. 

In the treatment of gun. shot wounds of the extremities, the first 
thing to be decided is, whether tl^e operation of amputation must be 
performed. If the muscles and other soft parts be extensively torn 
and contused, if the bone be shattered, the joint opened, the principal 
artery and nerve of the limb divided or seriously injured, and tbe limb 
itself cold, no doubt can exist as to the expediency of amputation, and 
delay would jeopard the life of the patient. But there are frequent 
cases of much less severe injury, where it is not so easy to come to • 
decision as to the propriety of an operation, and in which the exercise 
of great coolness and good judgment is required to arrive at a correct 
opinion. It olten happens, from the nature of the wound, that the ex- 
tent of the mischief is not known at the time of the accident, but when 
the sloughing process has separated the dead from the living parts, it 
Will be found, that if the limb could be picttetved \t ivoxiVd b^ M^lesa^ 
mnd that the attempt to amputate U would euda.u^<ftt t\iQ ^^^ ^t >^ 
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In doubtful cases we must be guided bj tbe particular circumstances 
of each case, and tbe constitution of the individual. No general rule 
ean be laid down that would be applicable to all. 

When there is no doubt as to the propriety of amputating, the opera* 
fion should not be done while the system is in a state of languor and 
depression, before it has recovered from the shock of the accident; but 
it should not be delayed after reaction has taken place. This usually 
happens in from two to six hours after the receipt of the injury ; it is 
indicated by a change in the countenance, by the subsidence of the ner< • 
Tons symptoms, by the pulse, which before was rapid and small, now 
])ecoming firm and moderate, and by the coming on of the pain of the 
fOTind. The experience of the best military surgeons has shown, thi^t 

Clients who are ita this condition have a good chance of recovery. In 
it, Mr. Guthrie says, that "he will recover in the proportion of nine 
eases out of ten in any operation on the upper extremity, or below tbe 
middle of the thigh, without any of the bad consequences usually men- 
tioned by authors as following such amputation." 

There can be no doubt that much of the fatality that ensues after 
imputation from gun-shot wounds, is attributable to the want of dis- 
crimination in the surgeon; in not examining, and not attending to, if 
he does examine, the particular condition of each patient. Many lose 
their lives, because the operation is performed before reaction has come 
on; when the nervous system is depressed, the circulation languid and 
feeble, and the skin cold. In this state, any addition to the causes of 
depression must prove fatal, and yet how frequently are limbs ampu« 
tated while the patients are in this state ! 

When amputation is not deemed necessary, the next inquiry is as to 
the proper dressing to be applied to the wound. In this respect, a 
great improvement has taken place in modern times, by which the suf- 
ferings of the patient are materially lessened and his chance of recov- 
ery much increased. The first step towards improvement was made by 
Ambrose Pare, and may be truly said to have been the result of acci- 
dent Up to this time, it was the univergal practise, from a belief in 
the poisoned nature of gun-shot wounds, to dress them with burning 
oils. These burning oils were applied for the purpose of deadening 
the parts still more, and in this way prevent the action of the poison, 
with which the wound was supposed to be impregnated. 

Pare accompanied the Frencjj army into Piedmont, and was with 
diem at the siege of Turin. Many of the soldiers were wounded, and 
kis mind being impressed with the belief of the poisonous character of 
tke wounds, he dressed them in the barbarous manner then in use. 
"At length," he says, for I give you a translation of his own words, 
"my oil being expended, I was compelled to use instead of it a diges- 
tive liniment, composed of the yolk of eggs and the oils of rose and 
• turpentine. But I did not sleep well that night, fearing that I should 
tnd in the morning those, whom I had dressed with this liniment, dead 
from poison. I rose therefore very early and visited them, and found, 
contrary to my expectations, that they had slept well, been free from 
pain, and that their wounds werfe neither swelled nor inflamed. But those 
m whom the boiling oil had been applied, were fevm^\\, ^xv^ vci ^\%^\ 
pain, and the nei'ffbborbood of their wounds much awoWeti. \ dLfe\.vt\siYCk^\ 
^Aeo that I would never burn again, in the ct\ic\ tCLatiTiet 0[\ti\» \\k%ftki 
heretofore done, tbe poor fellows that should be "wouud^^imlVi^T^-vtTO*!'^^ 
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A circumstance of this kind was not lost on a man like Pare ; it 
taught him a Ifsson to which he ia indebted for his success in practice, 
and for the reputation he has enjoyed. He learned from it the value of 
mild dressings in cases of gun-shot wounds, and he thus spared ]^i8 
patients much unnecessary suffering, and had also the satisfaction of 
seeing the wounds heal up more rapidly. But though this was a yast 
improvement, whether we regard the comfort or safety of the patient, 
we are indebted to Mr. Hunter for another, and that is, the strong re* 
probation which he gave of the indiscriminate dilatation of gun -shot 
wounds, which was practised till his time. 

It was thought that by doing this, the wound could be conyerted 
into an incised one, and a freer exit, at the same time, afforded to any 
foreign substances that might have been forced into it. But the char* 
acter of the wound is not changed by an incision, and in consequence of 
the contusion and sloughing which it occasions, the wound is maoh 
larger than the ball which produced it, and a free passage is thus given 
to the matter or other extraneous bodies it may contain. These and 
other considerations led Mr. Hunter to the conclusion that dilating 
gun-^hot wounds, "as a general practice, should be rejected at oncOi 
even," he adds, " were it only for this reason, that few gun-shot woundf 
are alike, and therefore the same practice cannot apply to all." 

This indiscriminate dilatation of those wounds is wholly at variance 
with our practice in all other cases, which is, that nothing of import$ince 
should be done to wounds in their first stages, but to promote, if the 
circumstances of the case will admit of it, union by the first intention* 
It is generally admitted now, that gun-shot wounds should only be di« 
lated when there ii3 some plain and beneficial object to be accomplished 
by it. . 

It is no doubt proper to extract, as early as possible, as many foreign 
substances as can be removed without causing great yiolence and giy* 
ing the patient much pain. By so doing, a great source of irritation it 
removed ; the nervous symptoms will probably be less severe ; the in« 
flammation that supervenes will not run so high, and the suppuration 
will be less profuse. But these foreign bodies are only to be removed 
when they are near the orifice of the wound, and are easily come at; and 
it should be recollected that much searching for them produces a great 
degree of irritation in the wound. When they cannot be removed with- 
out this, they should be allowed to remain, unless they are pressing 6fi 
some important nerve, or artery, or organ, whose functions cannot be 
disturbed without producing dangerous symptoms. But if this should 
not be the oase, they should . be left to the natural processes, and 
they will probably be thrown out when the sloughs separate, or when 
the suppuration is well established. It should be recollected, too, that 
a smooth, round body, like a bullet, will often remain in the bodj 
without producing any inconvenience, and lead is said to be less irritat- 
ing than any other foreign substance. It is therefore by no meant 
necessary to attempt, in every instance, the extraction ; it may be anf* 
fered to remain, if it cannot be easily removed, and does not incom* 
mode the patient. 
Prom the nature of gun shot wounds, it is, of coarse, not to be ex* 
pected tbdt there can be union by the first intention. A tedious pro* 
ecM maat he gone through with before tVve Yie^Wti^ caTi\)^ ^Q^^^m^Vv^^^ 
The deadened p^rta moet eeparate from t\ie \mii^) ^^xi^ ^^ ^^^oad 
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must be healed by suppuration and granulation. If an extremity 
be the injured part, and the l>one be badly broken, all the loose splinters 
must be carefully removed, should it have been decided that amputation 
ihouli not bo performed, as they produce a. great -degree of irritation, 
and add very much to the danger of the case. If there should be any 
considerable bleedbg, which is not a very frequent occurrence, the 
Teasel must be tied at once^ The limb should be laid in a splint, a 
mild- dressing applied to the wound, and the whole of the limb should 
be covered with an cigh teen-tailed bandage. The dressing may consist 
of simple cerate or dry lint ; and the accident should, in fact, be man- 
aged very much in the same way as a compound fracture. 
^ Some linen cloths should be placed under the bandage, and those 
sboald, for the first few days, be Itept constantly wet with a lotion of 
the acetate of lead or cold water. All military surgeons of the present 
day are of opinion that these cold applications are of great service in 
preventing the inflammation from becoming excessive, and it is fortun- 
ately a remedy that can be obtained under all circumstances^ 

They are also equUly agreed in condemning the use of tight band- 
ages, or any thing that shall compress tl^e limb. It is believed that mor- 
tification has frequently been induced by the improper manner in 
which the wound has at first been dressed. The bandages should be 
tight enough only to keep the dressings in place, and great allowance 
should be made for the swelling that usually comes on. The limb 
should be placed, if possible, in a position comfortable to the patient, 
and be allowed to remain at perfect rest. 

In young, robust and healthy persons, when the shock of the acci* 
dent has not been irreat, and the system does not seem' depressed by it, 
and much blood has not been lost, it will be proper to take some blood 
^m the arm, if the pulse be good ; on the contrary, stimulants should 
be administered if there be sympton^s of great depression and languor, 
and venesection, if done at all, should be deferred until reaction has 
taken place. Even when general blood-letting is not admissible, the 
application of leeches to the neighborhood of the wound is often highly 
nsoful in allaying the inflammation, and the same treatment ;nay be 
adopted for this purpose as wad recommended when treating of inflam« 
mation. 

Usually, at the expiration of twenty-four hours, swelling and the 
other inflammatory symptoms come on in the part, accompanied with a 
constitutional afi'ection of a febrile character. In cases of fracture, the 
cold lotions may still be continued a few days longer; but where the 
bone is not broken, the pledget of simple cerate or dry lint, as the 
case may be, should be removed, and a mild poultice applied, and in 
fact this is the best application in every instance, after supnuration has 
commenced. 

It is necessary to administer gentle saline cathartics occasionally, and 
to give' opium, if the pain be severe. The diet must be varied accord- 
ing to circumstances. During the inflammatory stage, it should consist 
wholly of vegetables, and those of the mildest character. But when the 
suppurative process is established, the system requires support and ani- 
ifial food of a diorestible kind may be allowed. 

^ Should morti&catioa take place, notwithBtandmg b\\ \\i^%^ \\^^vql* 
Jions, amputation should be performed at once, mt^o\it ^«A\i\\x^^ %& '^^a^' 
lormerlj done, for the line of demaroation to te QfAa\>Y\»\i^^ V^X.-^^*^ 
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the dead and living parts. Ton may recollect lliat I stated, when 
treating of mortification, that it was not necessary to do this, in those 
cases of mortification that came on from accidents.. 

The suppuration is usually in proportion to the extent and violence 
of the injury ; and in cases that are going to terminate favorably, it 
gradually diminishes, after the sloughs have separated, the cavity fills 
up with 'healthy granulations, and the bone, if it has been fractured, 
becomes firmly united. 

But gun-shot wounds do not always take so favorable a course; it 
Hometimes happens that the secretion of pus is excessive, and that all 
the means that are employed for the purpose are of no avail in cheek- 
ing it. The consequence is that the system becomes enfeebled, the 
patient is wasted, hectic fever and night-sweats come on, and a fatal 
termination is threatened. It requires great judgment to determine 
how long an attempt shall be made to save the limb without putting at 
hazard the life of the patient. The state of the limb, as to the extent 
of the injury, may aid us somewhat in coming to a decision ; for we 
should be much more ready to amputate, if the limb was so much in« 
jured that it could be of but little use to the patient, if he should re- 
cover, than if the wound was such, that there was a prospect of restor- 
ing the part to its former usefulness. 

It frequently happens that a cannon ball carries off a limb, and a 
question arises, what is the surgeon to do under such circumstances? 
Nearly, if not quite, all army surgeons of the present day, would re- 
commend immediate amputation of the stump, after reaction has taken 
place. In this case you have a clean cut surface, instead of an irregu- 
lar contused one, and the stump will consequently h^al much better. 
The muscles, from the very nature of the accident, are torn in tiie 
most irregular and unequal manner, and the delay of the/ operation en* 
dangers the life of the patient. 

You will thus perceive that gun-shot, are to be treated ou the saifte 
general principles as all other wounds, and that there is no foundation 
for the opinion that they have a specific character, which requires a 
peculiar mode of treatment. They are merely contused wounds of an 
aggravated kind, owing to the velocity of the body by which they are 
produced, and their great depth, when compared with their external 
opening. There is another circumstance which frequently increases 
their severity, and that is, that foreign bodies are often carried in by 
the ball, as oleth and other articles of the dress of the individuij who 
is wounded. — Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 



Bigidity of the Os XTteri. 

SY CHAKLES ARNOTT. 

A rigid os is, perhaps, one of the most frequent causes of lingering 

labor. The paine are regular, increase in severity, and reach an inten* 

sity that assures all present of a speedy delivery. Examination reveals 

a dry, rigid vagina; the os high up, posteriorly, with an opening barely 

sufficient to admit the finger; the foetal head low down, anteriorly, 

covered with the aterine Walls, and at each pain appearing as if about 

to force its way tiir ongh these tiBBues. Tbua, \a\iOT m«i^ ^qxiXattqa t<Q5t 

howra. In the minority of easee, the oa \b uox txuV^ V^i «k t\^\^ ^XaXj^^ 
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but the absence of the dilating power of the wedge-like "bag of waters," 
the membranes being raptured early, produces delaj, and the head ii 
driven not directly into the os, but against the anterior wall of the 
uterus. Dr. Arnott regards the usual treatment of these ca«es as highly 
improper, and prefers reduction and dilatation by manipulation, or in 
more aggravated cases incision of the opposing texture. The parts 
should be freely lubricated, the finger introduced during each pain, and 
the OS drawn gently downward and forward, and at the same time 
dilated. A speedy improvement is the result, though in a small ma- 
jority the OS may require a slight notching with the bistoury. Dr. 
Arnott considers this but an imitation of nature, as the practitioner 
frequently observes spontaneous laceration, even to a great extent, as 
oeenrring in such cases. This plan he has followed for many years, 
and always with benefit. Never having encountered a case where any 
eiil resulted, he believes it almost entirely free from danger. — Lancet. 



iKarrlLoea: Its Significance as a Symptom of Fnlmonary Tubercu- 
losis, Illustrated with Cases. 

BY A. p. DUTCHER, M. D., OP ENON VALLET, PA. 

PART FIRST. 

Diarrhoea is a frequent attendant upon phthisis. And for several 
years past I have been in the habit of regarding it as a very important 
symptom of this malady; particularly when it appears in an individual 
whose bowels have been uniformly costive in health. When it occurs 
very early in the disease, it is a symptom of more than ordinary signifi- 
eaace. In many patients, it is the first symptom which marks the 
approach of this wasting disorder; hence, it has been called by some 
writers colliquative, from its blighting and withering influence upon 
the svstem. 

It IS, however, not very common for diarrhoea to make its appearance 
until the disease is far advanced, and has been declared by other signs 
and symptoms not to be misunderstood. But when it does occur at 
the commencement, and is unyielding to appropriate treatment, we 
may generally look for a speedy termination of the case ; for there are 
few things which exhaust the vital forces more rapidly than a constant 
and profuse diarrhoea. 

Statistical tables made out from cases that have occurred at the hos« 

Eital for consumptives, at Brompton, London, show that diarrhoea 
egan early in the disease, and continued throughout its whole course 
In one out of every eight patients; and only one in twenty-five was it 
wanting. In some instances, it preceded every other other symptom 
of the disease ; in about one in eight cases, it began at the same time 
as the disease in the lungs, and attended its whole course, from five to 
twelve months, and in some cases much longer, but in the great majority 
of the cases, it began at the latter half of the disorder, and continued, 
with more or less severity, until the end. 

The cause of diarrhoea in pulmonary tubcrculoai^ vAmo^V. ^^vv^^ 
depends upon ulceration in the small inteAine^ and eoVon, ^VoMr 
ttlcen usaalJjr commence ia the mucous foUic^ea ot'tliQ ataa\\VcA.^«^iviiMk^ 
Mud when In the large intestines they occur in tVie mme mwiTi^i \ \wiL 
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when once begun, the ulcerating process extends itself indefinitely to 
the surrounding mucous membrane. 

These ulcers are commonlj produced by the deposition, softening 
tnd expulsion of tubercular matter. And in most cases, this entire 

Srocess is accomplished without any very marked signs of inflammation, 
'heso tubercles arc mostly of the miliary form, very small, not more 
than one-sixteenth or eighth of an inch in diameter. They usually 
have an opaque, cheesy appearance, and when we examine some of 
them minutely, we find that they are composed of immense numbers of 
granules of fat, withered nuclei; in others, we find that the centre is 
sonilfiuid, softening down; while in others still more advanced, we find 
that the slight covering of the mucous membrane has given away, and 
t small ulcer is formed, with a depression in its centre, and an irregular 
excavated margin. 

At tho base of these ulcers, immediately beneath the peritoneum, are 
sometimes found numerous minute tubercles, arranged in nearly the 
same form as wo find them in the lungs, and by softening and expul* 
sion, they increase the magnitude of the ulcer. We do not, however, 
find these ulcers always presenting the appearance j ast described. Not 
unfroquently we find the mucous membrane raised, presenting a swell- 
ing about the fourth of an inch in diameter; and on making an incision 
into it, it is found to contain pus, and presents the appearance of • 
common abscess in the mucous membrane. 

A very fortunate thing connected with these ulcers is, that they very 
seldom perforate the intestines. I never met with but one case of this 
kind; it was that of a young woman; she had been afflicted with phtbi* 
sis for more than a year — diarrhoea was the chief trouble. One morn- 
ing, just after rising, she was suddenly seized with an agonizing pain 
in the region of the omcum. She speedily collapsed, and died in 
thirty-six hours. Post-mortem revealed a small perforation in the 
oolon about an inch above the csdcum. 

In some cases of diarrhosa attending phthisis, we find it alternating 
with constipation. I attended a case but a short time since where thie 
state of things occurred. For some days the bowels would be very 
much relaxed, and could be scarcely restrained by the most efficient 
and active measures. Thou again they would become very costivOi 
swollen, and painful, and would not move for days without physio. In 
this case, the disease was confined more to the peritoneum, than the 
mucous membrane of the intestines. This was demonstrated by post- 
mortem examination, for that membrane was extensively studded with 
miliary tubercles, and there was considerable serous effusion in ite 
oavity. 

This is a fact in diagnosis worthy of being remembered. Where we 
have such alternations in the conditions of the bowels, during the 
progress of phthisis, attended with soreness on pressure, tympanitif, 
and pain on deep inspiration, we may, as a general thing, suspect more 
or less tubercular and infiammatory disease of the peritoneum, whieh 
is a sad complication of pulmonary tuberculosis, and adds greatly to 
the sufferings of the patient. 

The evacuations, so far as my obsenrations extend, have no nnifont 
sppeMTMooe* In some onei, they will be mixed with bile, in otheie 
wiib mueouMf aerunif and blood, or they ma.^ pioient V\i« Q>^T^\«t ^ 
/Mf^ be rerjf cojfiQUM^ a&d aUeadied niih Ut\X« ^ uq ik«^ ^ ^'^^R^ 



1801. Diarrhoea in Pulmonary Tuberculosis. 199 

iDstinces, tlie stools may be scanty, and composed of little else than 
blood and mucons, attended with considerable pain and tenesmus, and 
the ease might be easily mistaken for aoate dysentery. In others, the 
eneoations will sometimes be composed chiefly of blood, and amount 
to what might be called hemorrhage from the bowels. Dr. Haber- 
shorne, in his recent work on Diseases of the Alimentary Canal, has 
recorded a very interesting case of this kind, and as this book may not 
kftceessible to many of our readers, we will quote the case in full. 

'^ March 18th, 1857. Mr. , was a man of temperate habits, who 

hid considered himself in health until one month before his admission 
iBto the hospital. His principal symptom had been a discbarge of 
Hood from the rectum, with diarrhoea ; he had cough, had rapidly 
emaciated, and become completely blanched. 

''On examination of the chest, we found some flattening, with im- 
perfect mobility of the left apex, soft mucous rattle, with increased 
lesonanoe of voice. The abdomen was contracted, and free from pain. 
There was little doubt that he had phthisis. Emaciation rapidly in- 
creased, the cough became more severe, and the evidence of disorganiza- 
tion better marked; he died in one month from his admission; for 
Nferal days he appeared in articulo mortis. 

"On inspection, the abdomen unusually collapsed; old pleuritic 
ftdhesions were found on both sides; at the left apex was a small vomica 
tiled with pus, and the whole upper lobe presented patches of red 
hepatization, minute tubercles, and the irregular iron-gray consolida- 
tioDs; at the upper part of the lower lobe there was a vomica, and a 
timilar comdition as in the upper lobe. The right lung was less affiected, 
the bronchi were filled with purulent matter ; the larynx presented a 
HBiU ulcer on its inferior vocal cord ; and the angleno-epiglottidean 
ibid was oedematous. Heart normal. 

*'The stomach was healthy; the intestines, especially the small, were 
empty and contracted ; the transverse colon presented a sigmoid twist 
Bear the spleen ; in the lower part of the ileum were a few tubercles, 
and commencing ulceration. The ascending colon contained i^cybala, 
and presented several ulcers, oval in form, and half an inch in breadth, 
with injected irregular margins. 

^ In the sigmoid flexure and rectum, the whole of the mucous mem- 
brane was injected, almost covered with patches of ulcers, and in some 
parts were portions of adherent diphtheritic membrane. The appendix 
emci was twisted in a sigmoid form ; at the right of the csBcum, near the 
ftermioal third, it became very much dilated ; the mucous membrane at 
ttii part was entirely destroyed, and the muscular coat much hyper- 
trophied. The mesenteric glands were considerably enlarged. The 
kidneys, liver, and spleen, were healthy. 

'< The ulceration of the rectum and sigmoid flexure had led to the 
hemorrhage which blanched the patient; in this state of exhaustion the 
disease in the lungs very rapidly advanced. It was not the part of the 
intestines usually affected in phthisis; and he had no pain, distension 
of the abdomen, or severe tenesmus; diarrhoea, with discharge of blood 
were the marked symptoms. The mesenteric glands were more than 
nsoally affected. The \os8 of blood apparently Vvasteued. Odlq dL\&^^<^\ 
mlwa la the Intestinea rather than diminished it.** 
Bat hemorrhage from the bowels sometimes ooouta flLUTitk^ \Xift Y'^ 
- ofphthiBiB, where there 10 no ulceration of ilie inViBtVu^B* 0\fc- 
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strnctions from either the pnlmonary lesion or hepatic diseases which 
fVequently accompany this disorder, may lead to engorgement of the 
portal circulation, which may be the means of producing congestion of 
the mucous membrane of the whole alimentary canal, and may cause 
hemorrhage from it, in the same manner as we have extensive exuda* 
lions of blood from the bronchial mucous membrane, without any. 
breach of structure. I have also known extensive hemorrhage to occar 
from the rectum in this disease, from simple engorgement of the 
hasmorrhoidal veins. And I have frequently known phthisical patients 
to experience great relief by the occurrence of such discharges, particiu- 
larly when they were moderate in amount. 

The appearance of the discbarges most generally point out the source- 
from which they came; if it arise from the hemorrhoidal vessels, the 
blood will be abundant, and its color very florid, and it will either 
precede or follow the dejections ; if higher in the intestines, it will be* 
incorporated with feces ; and when it travels a considerable portion of 
the alimentary canal, it becomes discolored by the secretions from the. 
membranes. This is particularly the case, when the blood comes from 
the csecum, or the stomach. In the latter organ, the acids of the 
gastric juice act upon the blood, and it becomes black, and is evacuated 
horn the bowels in the form of a fluid which very much resemblee tar. 

The distinguishing feature, however, of phthisical diarrhoea, is ita 
unmanagable character. It commonly resists all treatment; it may be 
checked for a short time, but it again returns, and frequently with 
renewed severity; and for several years I have ceased to employ any 
very active means to arrest it, being fully persuaded that it is a neces- 
sary concomitant of the constitutional malady, and that in this way the 
lungs are partially relieved by the bowels acting as a secondary scaven- 
ger for the elimination of tubercular matter from the system ; for it is 
a fact, which has been demonstrated by frequent observation, that in 
cases of pulmonary tuberculosis attended with much diarrhoea, that the 
chest symptoms are in a great measure kept in abeyance; cough, pain,. 
and dyspnoea are greatly mitigated; and in some instances, the lung 
disorder has been completely masked by the bowel symptoms, so much 
so that it was only revealed by post-mortem. 

Another peculiar feature of this diarrhoea, as it manifests itself in 
phthisis, is the period of the day at which it mostly occurs. In moal 
patients this is at night, particularly the after part. In some instances 
the evacuations will be few and scant; in others profuse and numeromu 
I have known patients to have six in as many hours from midnight till 
morning, while during the remainder of the day they would be free 
from any annoyance of this kind. In cases of this sort, where they 
are accompanied with copious night sweats, the disease generally rnnft 
a very short course, and we may most always prognosticate a speedy 
and fatal termination of the case. Very few constitutions can very 
long withstand such extensive drains upon the vital fluids, for they: 
both are effite in their character, and are the expressive signs of the 
extensive blood dysObasia. 

PART SECOND. 

The diagnosis of diarrhoea is sometimes attended ^vth some difficulty. 
I have the record of three cases, which occwtT%^\iiTii'j"^x«L<iVA^^^:fiVi^x««i. 
I gave a favorable prognosis, legarding theia aa e.vm^\^ ^^axxXva^^x^lBBk 
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maco-ehteritis, which aflterwards turned oat to he phthisis. And I 
have known other practitioners to mfcke the same mistake. A hrief 
description of one of my cases will serve for all: 

May 14, 1849. Called this day to see Miss E., aged twenty-two. 
Has been annoyed with diarrhoea for four weeks ; pnlse 90; respiration 
18; tongue farred; mouth very dry ; complains of thirst; some fever 
in the after part of the day, but no sweating at night; appetite very 
poor, and digestion badly performed; food passing through the alimen* 
tary canal almost unchanged ; bowels tender to the touch ; the dis- 
charges from the bowels very abundant, thin, and watery, attended 
with some pain; urine very scanty and high colored; catamenia regular 
hut scanty; skin very sallow; countenance dejected ; mind gloomy and 
hopeless ; no cough or expectoration ; no dyspnoea or pain in the chest. 
Has emaciated somewhat, and complains of great weakness on attempt- 
ing to exercise. So far as I could learn there was no hereditiary pre- 
disposition in her family to phthisis, her health had always been good 
up till this attack. 

Her case was set down as one of muoo-enteritis, and a favorable 
prognosis was given. A large blister was applied to the abdomen, and 
one of the following pills were ordered every six hours : 

]^ Mass. pill. hyd. gr. x. 
Pulv. opii. ** xii. 

Pulv. ipecac. " xv. 

Gum camphor, " xx. M. 

Divide ia pil. No. 20. 

This treatment was continued for six days with some marks of im- 
provement. Tho tongue commenced to clean, the skin became more 
moist, the discharges more natural and not so frequent, and the ex- 
pression of the countenance more natural and cheerful. As the bowels 
still remained tender to the touch the blister was reapplied, and the 
pills were ordered to be given every eight hours. Her diet was to be 
strictly confined to boiled rice, animal jelly, and gum water. 

On the first of June she was much better every way; depleting 
measures were discontinued, and a mild tonic course pursued. For 
three weeks she appeared to be slowly mending, after which she grad- 
ually became much worse. The diarrhoea was quite troublesome, 
although her tongue was now very clean and her appetite good, and 
the food much better digested. Various remedies were now used, but 
with very little advantage. Dr. F. was called in consultation, and 
agreed with me as to the nature of the malady, and recommended the 
use of nitrate of silver and morphia, half a grain of the former^ and the 
eighth of a grain of the latter three times a day. 

From this time until the first of August she was more comfortable, 
but on that day, just after breakfast, she had an attack of haemoptysis. 
This was the first symptom of pulmonary trouble that appeared, the 
hemorrhage was quite free, but did not prostrate her but very little. 
On a careful examination of the chest the following signs were elicited: 

The expansion movements of the two sides were nearly equal. On 
percussion there was dullness on the right side, accompanied with pro- 
longed expiratory murmur, with humid crepitation. On the left ^vdft 
the inspirator/ murmur was harsh, the expiratory muituut ^i^Xc^w^'i^^ 
Mod ao marked dullness on percussion. These eigus vii^A^^tV.^^ ^ ^^^" 
siderable amount of tubercular exudation in tlie ti^\x\. \\jLX\^^^Vvi\i'?JN^ 
BofteniDg, and a much smaller amount in tho left luug^\i\cYi's«t» ox^sAa^ 
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Her decline was now very rapid ; cavities soon formed in both Inngs, 
and she fell a victim to the disease on the 17th of October. The most 
pressing and annoying symptom throughout the whole course of the 
disorder was diarrhoea, and so effectually were the disorganizations in 
the pulmonary organs masked by it, that if it had not been for the 
hsBmoptysis the true nature of her malady would have not been known, 
perhaps, until the very last. The physical signs were probably as 
marked the first day we saw her, as they were at the time we examined 
the chest, and it was a want of attention on our part that led us to 
make such an erroneous and unguarded diagnosis. 

Medical science is not destitute of the means of detecting disease. 
And when mistakes are make in diagnosis, they must not be charged 
to the science. Nature has placed within our reach ample means of 
becoming acquainted with her laws, both in health and disease, and 
she will not reveal them to us by a miracle. If we become acquainted 
with them, we shall have to study them profoundly; not superficially 
or indifferently, but accurately, earnestly and enthusiastically. We 
need more diligence, earnestness and enthusiasm, to be infused among 
the members of our profession. Dullness and stupidity, with some 
intelligence, may plod along, make money, and enjoy the ignoble fruits 
of mediocrity. 

But to rise above a mere machine, to gather massive learning and 
ability, capable of acting oh the character of the profession, is no more 
to be expected without an ardent, living enthusiasm, than is the growth 
of a vigorous body, without the circulation of a pure current of vital 
fluid through all its parts. There must be in every man in order tQ 
his expansion into an energetic, accomplishing agent, an ever-stirring 
tide of life. The earnest man, as a self-moving machine, not waiting 
for external fires and winds to propel him, becomes a special impressive 
agency. The warm, right onward men, have a life, breath, light, move- 
ment, strength, sincerity, and aggressiveness, with them the grand 
remodelers of their age. They raise the standard! They pioneer 
advancement. They are at the head of every great and noble cause 
^hich has for its object the physical, intellectual, and moral advance- 
ment of the race. God grant that we may have more of them in the 
ranks of our profession. Then instead of having a few scattered stars 
in the medical heavens there will be thousands, all radient with lustre, 
which shall at once constitute the glory of the profession and the land. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

The case just described occurred before we had any knowledge of 
Dr. T. Thomson's gingival margin. Since we have become acquainted 
with this we have no difficulty in distinguishing between phthisical 
and other kinds of diarrhoea. This streak upon the gums is never 
found upon the gums in ordinary diarrhcea. Although it is not always 
present in phthisis, yet in all those cases of this disorder, where toe 
intestinal mucous membrane is very much affected, and diarrhoea con- 
stitutes the principle feature of the disease, it is seldom found wanting. 
And where it is clearly defined I never hesitate a moment to pronounce 
the case tubercular. The margin will always be found the broadest 
and deepest in tint, and most extended as respects the number of teeth 
encircled, in all those cases where stomach and bowels have borne the 
principal ahook of the disease. 
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And I am happy to saj, that since the publication of my remarks in 
the Reporter for August 4th, 1860, on Thompson's Gingival Margin a 
Sign of Pulmonary Tuberculosis, I have received several letters from 
distinguished members of the profession, confirming the opinions ad- 
TtDced in that article. 

Dr. Telephe P. Desmartis, of Bordeaux, France, writes to me under 
ihe date of November 13th, 1860, informing me that the article just 
alluded to, had been translated and published in several French jour- 
Btls, and that he considered the gingival margin an infallible sign of 
phthisis. He also says : '* That he has found it very useful in detecting 
the disease even in the pre-tubercular state, and has thus been enabled 
to employ prophylactic treatment with the greatest advantage, and that 
iti merit is universally admitted.'' 

I wish I could say as much for my own country. But I am satisfied 
that its importance is not appreciated here as elsewhere ; and I have 
eome to this conclusion for several reasons, 1st, I seldom if ever hear 
it mentioned in my conversations with members of the profession ; 2d, 
it is never mentioned in the description of the symptoms of cases of 
phthisis reported in our medical journals ; and 3d, it is never once 
named by our systematic writers on phthisis of recent date. 

In that massive work of Dr. Lawson's, *^ Phthisis Pulmonalis," just 

Sblished, there is not a syllable on this subject. It has been passed 
in silent contempt. And this must have been intentional, for Dr. 
Ltwson frequently quotes from Dr. Thompson's Lectures on Consump- 
tion, and it cannot be that he is uninformed on this subject. We can 
hardly overlook this omission, for we regard a knowledge of the Margin. 
matter of the greatest moment to those engaged in the general prac- 
tice of medicine. It is, in our opinion, the most reliable sign we have 
of the tubercular diathesis, and as Dr. L. professes to give a full digest 
of all the principle topics connected with the history and treatment of 
phthisis, he should at least have given us one section on this important 
nbject. — Med, and Sur. Rep. 



Calcareous Degeneration of the Lens Following Injury. — ^Removal 

After Seventeen Tears. 

BT ALEX. GARDNER, M. D. 

On the 25th of February, 1860, 1 was asked to send some lotion for 

IB inflamed eye, by the subject of the subjoined case, the llev. , and 

M unimportant did he consider it, that I did not see him to examine the 
•rgan till the 27th, when I found the right eye in the following condi- 
tion: — Close behind the cornea, at the lower part of the anterior cham- 
ber, and lying obliquely, with its posterior border resting on the iris, 
las a white, hard-looking body, — evidently the lens, — opaque, and dis- 
located. By holding tiis head backwards, and shaking it slightly, the 
lens could be made to fall back into the posterior chamber, its usual 
position according to the history given by the patient. As an organ of 
vision, the eye was perfectly useless, the sight having been destroyed 
Mventeen years before, the eye also having become somewhat shrunk 
lod flattened. There was a considerable amount of ocular conjuncti- 
Titii, and the sclerotic was affected at the lower part, neate&Vi ^V^t^ Vlti^ 
kni^ now » foreign body, rested, aa shown by the pink coVot ol V\i%i\ 
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membraDe. There was severe pain, and a tonstani achiag, increased, 
through Bjmpathy, when any attempt was made to use the left eye. 
Leeches, applied by the patient himself had failed to give the relief 
they had done on former occasions. The patient was sound in health| 
thirty- two years of age, and four years resident in India. He gave the 
following history: — 

Seventeen or eighteen years ago he received a blow on the eye from 
a stone, whereby dislocation of the organ was produced, and with it loes 
of vision, a slight perception of light alone remaining. The eyesubse* 
quently became flattened, and ultimately the lens became opaque. Some 

J rears ago he consulted the late Mr. Guthrie, with a view to having the 
ens extracted; but that eminent surgeon did not deem the operation 
advisable, as no good could come to the injured eye, and nothing had 
happened for years to cause fear of any untoward event, whilst the op- 
eration might weaken the sound eye. In 1856 he first noticed the white 
body in front of the eye, which could be moved to the front of, or be* 
hind, the iris at will, by simply moving his head backwards or forwards. 
Since that period he has several times suffeied from conjunctivitis; buft 
on all occasions it yielded to the application of leeches, and the use of 
lotions. 

On Feb. 29th, 1869, in consultation with my friend, Mr. Palmer, ihe 
conclusion was come to, that the sooner the lens — the/on« et erigomcUi-^ 
was removed the better. It was seen still lying in the anterior cham- 
ber, resting on the lower part of the cornea. The sclerotic inflammation 
was much increased, and, in addition, four or five large vessels were seen 
coursing upwards to the margin of the cornea where the lens rested) 
similar to those seen in ulcus oornesd, but more diffused; and no doubt 
ulceration would have been Nature's method for getting rid of the for« 
eign body, the lens. The patient's sufferings were much increased, and 
he was totally incapacitated for work of any kind. 

At half-past seven A. M., on March 1st, aided most kindly by Mr. 
Palmer, I proceeded to perform the usual operation for extraction, bj 
section of the upper half of the cornea. I may here remark, that the 
necessity for immediate operation was clearly shown by the great in*. 
crease of the inflammation since the previous evening, chemosis on the 
inner side having commenced. The section of the cornea was per- 
formed readily and satisfactorily, but, owing to the patient's extreme 
nervousness, it was long before the lens was extracted, and then only 
by the administration of chloroform. The lens was then found lying 
in the posterior chamber, at the lower part, but it at once slipped 
through the section by the aid of a gentle lift with the curette. Hay- 
ing satisfied myself that all the parts were in their proper places, the 
eyelids were closed and fastened by strips of plaster, and a light band* 
ago placed over the eyes. On examination, the lens was found opaqnei 
white, and very hard, like a piece of marble or Parian ware; in fact, in 
a state of calcareous degeneration. The good resulting from the opera- 
tion was most marked, for the severe pain and aching stopped almost at 
ence, and beyond slight uneasiness in the morning, the patient never 
complained of anything. The progress towards recovery was so rapid 
snd satisfactorj that a detailed daily report would be useless. 
For the Grst three days he was kept eutitel^ m tVi^ d«j:k^ his diet 
being wild &Dd anstimulating. On MaicAi bl\k,l ioMii^ \\i<i <i^T\i%j^ 
wouad closed, the aqueous humor reproduced, and \\i^ e^«i\<iQW\a\g,WCtfit 
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and more prominent than before the operation. There was still a great 
^unouDt of conjunctivitis, but no pain. From this time light was admit- 
ted by degrees, and he returned to his ordinary diet. 

A fortnight afterwards the state of the eye was as follows: — Pupil 
clear and distinct, slightly tremulous; eye fuller than before the opera- 
tion; a little conjunctivis still remains; he can. use the sound eye with* 
out inconvenience. When he left the station on May 1st, his eye was 
in the same condition. 

The remarks I have to offer on the foregoing case need be but few. 
It is not as a case of calcareous degeneration of the lens, following in- 
jury to the eye, that I desire to record it, for such cases are by no means 
rare I but it is to draw attention to the length of years during which the 
lens — degenerated in structure consequently on a severe injury to the 
eye, whereby its connexions were disturbed — remained in its proper 
place, apparently harmless, causing no mischief either in the injured eye 
directly, or the sound eye by sympathy, and then finally escaped from 
ita capsule; and even then, when pre-eminently a foreign body, capable 
of giving rise to the most serious consequences, remained almost innoc- 
noos for a period of four years, producing no symptoms of import. It 
would be interesting to determine how, after resting for so many years 
in its proper locality, it at last burst bounds. Probably the capsule suf- 
fered by the first injury, but not sufficiently to allow of the escape of 
the lens, and thus weakened in its structure, required but some great 
disturbing cause, such as the violent retching during sea-sickness, for it 
to give way, and set free the lens; for my patient first noticed the lens 
in its abnormal position very shortly after landing in India fron Eng- 
land. Or could the hard and heavy lens have had power sufficient to 
cause absorption of the capsule by pressure ? 

Regarding the treatment — the necessity for operation — nothing need 
be said. The rapid increase of the inflammation and of the patient's suf- 
ferings rendered it imperative. A few words with respect to the adminis- 
tration of chloroform. Inadmissible as it may be generally in cases of 
section of the cornea, there were two circumstances that led me to em- 
ploy it without fear in this case : 1st, that it was impossible to leave the 
eye with safety as it was, and, at the same time, the patient's nervous 
terrors would not allow us to even touch the eye; 2nd, the eye being 
already useless, there was no dread of destroying the sight to deter me. 
As it was, the dreaded vomiting did occur; but fortunately with no 
worse result than emptying the patient's stomach. If the case had been 
left to itself, ulceration of the cornea at the lower part would have oc- 
curred ; for Nature was already bracing herself up for the task — a slow 
and clumsy process after all, and one during which the other eye must 
inevitably have sufiered through sympathy. The only other point is, 
whether it would not have been better to have removed the lens years 
ago. As matters turn out in this case, it was, perhaps, as well not to 
interfere whilst the lens was in its place, for any risk to an organ so all- 
important to a clergyman was to be avoided; but when, four years ago, 
it first escaped from the capsule, removal would have obviated the at- 
tacks of inflammation in the unsound eye to which the patient had been 
ao liable. — London Lancet, 
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Analysis of Fifty-two Cases of Epilepsy. 

Dr. Edward H. Sieveking presented to the Royal Medical and Chinir- 
gical Society (February 12, 1861) a very interesting analysis of fifty- 
two cases of genuine epilepsy observed by himself. This was the second 
contribution of the same character as the one admitted into the Trans* 
actions of the Society for 1857, and the author has limited the analysis 
to the same number of cases, taken in the order of observation, as hai 
been subjected to an analysis on the former occasion. Only those 
points are brought forward on which satisfactory evidence could bo ob- 
tained. 

Sex, — Twenty-three were females, or 44.2 per cent. Twenty-nina 
were males, or 55.8 per cent. Takinjcthe two series together, the ratio 
of females to males was as 45 2 to 54.8. 

Age, — The following was the distribution throughout the different 
periods of life: under 10 years, twelve cases; from 11 to 20, twenty- 
five cases; from 21 to 30, seven cases; from 31 to 40, three cases; from 
41 to 50, two cases; above 51, three cases. The basis of this calcula- 
tion is the time at which the epilepsy first showed itself. Arranged ac- 
cording to sex, we find during the first decennium eight males and fonr 
females; during the second, eleven males and fourteen females; during 
the third, five males and two females; during the fourth, three males; 
during the fifth, one male and one female, during the sixth, one mala 
and two females. 

Causes. — An hereditary taint was traceable in fourteen cases, but in 
only eight of these was there evidence of epilepsy having occurred in a 
near relative of the patient. The exciting causes were traced in thirty- 
seven cases, as follows : uterine derangement, nine cases; veneral ex- 
cesses, including masturbation, six cases; fright, four cases; overwork, 
four cases; anxiety, three cases; dyspepsia, three cases; dentition, two 
cases; scarlet- fever poison, two cases (doubtful;) meningitis, anaemia, 
blood-poison, and the development of puberty, each one case. 

Premonitory St/mptoms, — Comprising under the term ^^aura^^ all symp- 
toms indicative of a near approach of a paroxysm, the author found it 
in twenty-one cases, or 40 per cent., or less frequently than it was met 
with in the first series, where 52 per cent, of the case exhibited pre* 
monitory signs. 

Headache. — Headache is very commonly associated with epilepsy, 
but its significance varies much, according to its period of occurrence \ 
it may be habitual, or it may be connected with the attacks only as a 
precursor of a sequela. It was constant or frequent in nine cases, or 
17.3 per cent.; it occurred after the seizures only in twelve cases, or 23.0 
per cent; it occurred only immediately before or after the fits in three 
cases, or 6.7 per cent. 

Biting the Tongue, — Although a large number of genuine cases of epi- 
lepsy occur, in which this symptom is never met with, it is important as 
a corroborative symptom. In the first scries it was met with only in 
32.7 per cent.; in the present, twenty-eight patients, or 53.8 per cent., 
exhibited this feature. It did not appear that the female sex, as might 
have been anticipated, were less prone to inflicting this injury upon 
tbemselves than the males ; because of the twenty-four cases in which 
the tongue bad not been bitten, sixteen were msAe^^^LH^ ^\^\i\. ^^\!i^V^%» 
^^'/le, — The author has found no conalant dcTatk^^m^xiX. "\xi vV^ \m.Ti% 
MMociated with epilepsy. He has alwaja fa\\td lo ^v^^^^^x ^^^ ^vi\ga^ 
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Aor has lie met with a constant or even freqnent ezcetfl of phosphates, 
or a diminution of urea. In several cases he found the urine presenting 
a specific gravity ranging about 1030, and containing a large excess of 
urea. There was in the present series no case of albuminuria, except, 
perhaps, in one instance, in which a small quantity of albumen appeared 
to be present for a short period. An excess of phosphates was observed 
twice, oxalates in one or two cases, and an excessive deposit of lithates 
in a small number of cases. 

Treatment. — The author, while urging the value of treatment in alle- 
viating the disease and indefinitely postponing the seizures in a large 
number of cases, admitted the doubt which always attached to any ab- 
solute cure of epilepsy. He advocated no specific, but the employ- 
nent of all rational means indicated by the constitution and peculiar 
symptoms of each individual case. Above all, he considered persever- 
ance in a combination of moral, regiminal, and medical treatment essen- 
tial. As many of the cases analyzed had not been under the author's 
care permanently, he did not regard the result as to treatment indica- 
tive of what might have been effected in the whole series. He consid- 
ers that he could lay claim to eight cures, that fifteen were decidedly 
benefitted, while the remainder were either uninfluenced by treatment, 
or did not continue under observation for a sufficient period to justify 
any positive statement as to the result. — Med, Times and Gaz, 



EDITOEIAL DEPAKTMENT. 



Take Notice. 

We have determined that cash only will- induce us to send the News 
to any address. With the May number we cut off all who had not paid 
for 1860. Our terms are cash in aJrancc, and the low price of the 
News makes it necessary that we should get it; our readers may think 
one dollar is a very small sum to make a fuss ^bout, so it is; but if each 
physician who received the News last January had sent us one dollar 
on receipt, it would make the snug little sum of twenty-three hundred 
dollars. This would have made us feel rich, and would not have im- 
poverished him. 

Thanks to those gentlemen who have promptly responded to our 
call, thus enabling us to "jpoy the printer J* 



Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery. — We are gratified 
to be able to state that at no time since the organization of this institu- 
tion, was its prospects for a large class better than at present, notwith- 
standing the troubled condition of our country. 

By the prompt action of the students of this school the first decisive 
Uow was given that resulted in the downfall of the monopoly that had 
so \oDg i^nled the deatioies of the Commercial HospiloX. IVvj '^'^^ 
iereafier, enjoy equal privilegea with those of t\i^ T&^^Vci^JL ^^\\ft«^ A 
Otio on the same terms. See announoemont. 
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June and July numbers of the News are bound together; we are in 
favor of union, and would like peace and harmony to prevail. 



Bead carefully the Announoement of the Cincinnati College of 
Medicine and Surgeiy that accompanies this number of the News, No 
student is allowed to matriculate who does not comply with the requircn 
ments. 



Commeroial Hospital. 
This institution, now open to all students of medicine, is under thft 
control of a competent Board of Directors, and will be provided witht 
''medical staff" of sixteen physicians and surgeons* Special legislar 
tion brought about this important change, and freed this public charitj 
from an incubus that rode upon it night and day, until its haggard 
looks, fretful and partial disposition had made it an ^' ugly old thing ^ 
only fit to be courted by a rickety monopoly. The new board have 
gone to work with a full determination to make the hospital an instir 
tution of attraction, and utility, and an honor to our city, in which, 
hereafter, no medical clique or political faction will be allowed to rule. 
It is our intention to keep an eye on it, and when the tongue becomes 
foul, the pulse excited, and there is danger of inflammation, we shall 
administer a bolus that will correct the secretions and remove morbid 
tendencies. 



Changes. 
It will be remembered that during the last two'winters, the health of 
Fbof. Spencer was so much impaired as to threaten him with serious con- 
sequences ; this added to the necessary separation from his family, and 
neglect of an extensive practice, induced him to resign the chair of ai^ 
atomy, which he had so ably filled for four years in the Oincinnati Oolr 
lege of Medicine and Surgery. Prof. S. was most ardently devoted to 
the school and his department, and, notwithstanding the constant to* 
licitations of his colleagues, who urged him to the contrary, he spent 
his entire time in the investigation and practical demonsU'ation of the 
subjects entrusted to his care. His loss as a teacher is regretted by all 
who knew him; his colleagues part from him with feelings not easily 
expressed and wish him a long and prosperous life in his pleasant coun- 
try home. 

Wm. p. Thornton, M. D., the successor of Dr. S. is a citizen of 
Ciaeinnati, and has been for thirteen years actively engaged in the prao- 
tioe and study of his profession ; two ^^eaia o^ ^\k\e\i Mvm^V^ «^^iiV»\3il 
Ftenna and Faris^ where he deYoUd a\\ Ua lim^ V> VXi^ %^xi^l ^^ >^ 
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&TOiite department and its collaterals. We have no hesitation in saj- 
ibg, that the friends of the College hare great reason to rejoice that the 
chair of anatomy and physiology was so promptly filled, by the election 
of one so thoroughly qualified; and who, we hare no doubt, from our 
knowledge of the Doctor^s deportment, will soon be a favorite with the 
students, and all associated with him. 

Another change has been made; this, however, does not bring a new 
man into the Faculty; but changes the previous arrangement of the 
chairs somewhat. This change was brought about by the resignation of 
Prof. T. A. Eeamy. Is it not passing strange, that two resignations 
should take place in the same school, at the same time, and all parties 
regret it, and no quarrell to cause it? Even so, consequently, we record 
the facts that have led to this change. Prof. B. occupied the chair 
of materia medica and therapeutics for two years with the most decided 
approbation of all connected with the school. A fine speaker, possess- 
ing the most thorough knowledge of his subject, affable and communi- 
eitive, he had won tho esteem and well merited approbation of his col- 
leagues and the students, and we know he parts from them with the 
deepest regret, a^ they do from him. But necessity knows no law; and 
ai Prof. B. resides some ninety miles from this city it became neces- 
Bury, as in the case of Prof. S., for him to spend his winters from 
home or remove to the city; to the latter his friends would not consenti 
and.to the former his family and friends both objected. A short time 
before tho close of the last session his little daughter, an only child, 
kad an attack of scarlatina, and for days her liCe was dispaired of. Dur- 
bg this severe affliction the Doctor determined, could he but save the 
life of one so dear, he would not again separate from his little family; 
and the positive objections before stated, made it necessary for him to 
ntign his chair. 

Prof: G. B. Chitwood has consented to the change made, by which 
ke is placed, permanently, in the chair vacated by the resignation of 
Prof. B. This member of the Faculty has been long and favorably 
known, and has been connected with the school the last three years. 
By these changes, an important desideratum has been attained, one that 
Makes the Faculty permanent; it is that of having its members to re- 
dde in tho city, so that each chair will receive its full amount of atten- 
tion. 



Army Appointments. 

The following gentlemen have been appointed Surgeons to the Ohio 

Volunteer Yorces; Joa. T. Webb, M. D., of Cinoinwalv, 1>«ln\\ ^ fi\^., 

K D.; L. G. Meyer, M. D./ Jtf. M. Stimmel, M, I).-, 3\i\ito ?)<i\i%ii^V,^, 
P^ #/ Cleveland. 
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The following gentlemen have received commissions as Assistant 
Sargeons ; Enoch Pearce, M. D.; G. R. Weeks, M. D.; A Sabine, M. D.; 
T. L. Neal, M. D., of Cincinnati. 

John F. White, M. D., of Cincinnati, and S. P. Bonner, M. D., of tlio 
same place have been appointed Surgeon, and Sorgeon's Mate respec- 
tively to the Second Kentucky Regiment of Volunteers. ^ 



Anticipated Rise in the Price of some of the Narcotic Ex- 
tracts AND other Medicines. — Dr. C. G. Comcgys, of this city, 
formerly Professor of the Institutes of Medicine in the Medical College 
of Ohio, having been appointed a Trustee to the Longview Lunatic 
Asylum of this county by the county commissioners, a ri$e is expected 
to take place in the price or ext, conium and some of the other narcotic 
extracts, together with, probably, an increase in the price of carbonaia 
of iron. Such an occurrence at this time is somewhat to be regrettcd| 
as, on account of the hard times, physicians and druggist have much 
difficulty in keeping up their stock of drugs. It is to be hoped that 
the eonservaiivenen of Dr. Langdon will tend to diminish somewbat 
the otherwise large consumption of some of the articles of medicine 
alluded to. It would be well enough, however, if dealers would, in 
anticipation of what we predict, lay in a stock of some of them while 
tbey can be had at usual rates. ^ 



A Visit to the Country. 

A short time ago, we had the great pleasure of making a little trip 
into tho country, and Oh, how we enjoyed it. The bright green foliage 
of the trees on every side, the beautiful grass covered fields, and the 
sweet fragrant flowers, produced in ^B a truly exquisite feeling of de^ 
light — they awakened in us reminiscences of days gone by, boyhood's 
days, when buoyant with the hopes that the withering hand of disap-- 
pointment had never touched, and free from every care of life, we used 
to roam woods and fields, or, with merry laugh and shout, skip along 
some murmuring brook, or, reclining in some deep shade, listen to the 
chirping birds and breathe deep of the fragrant air. Oh, the contrast 
between this rural felicity and that enjoyed by a life in a great city where 
our habitation now is oast — no fragrant flowers here to be inhaled, no 
green carpeted fields here to delight the eye, no birds here to poor 
their melodies upon the ear and give us a foretaste of the songs of the 
better land. But instead, noise and din, and seeming confusion reigns" 
gnpreme; the heated air comes loaded to naiT\\]\i du«\> ^udi t^^Vwi^ VvCbL 
foul odors of thousands of filthy gutters', tlie Vieiv \iAmmA&. \uVs ^"w^* 
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iDg walls of brick and stone, baying no outlet except from above — art^ 
and not nature, alone is to be seen. 

Bat we are indulging too freely in reflections upon nature and art, 
and must return to tbe subject of our remarks. Our visit tben, let ui 
■tate, was a most pleasant one; kind friends received us most cordially 
and entertained us most bospitably ; tbe gorgeous scenery, and glorious 
prospects, filled us witb deligbt and admiration, and we returned to our 
home invigorated in body and mind, and were enabled to enter upon 
the daily routine of business witb renewed energies. Indeed our little 
trip bad tbe happy effect of making us feel better towards (yurself and 
every body else. 

When again good fortune permits us to lay aside our business and 
Beck relaxation, how quickly we will leave the busy hum and crowded 
atreets of tbe city, and seek the charming spots the country affords. 
When such an opportunity occurs, Mt» Sterling will not be long without 
our presence i for we know that the beauties to be enjoyed upon its 
heights are all tbe heart could wish. ^ 



ATmtiae on the Praotiee of Medicine. Bj Edwin B. H&zon If . D.. formerly Lecturer on the Institotet 
Ml Pmetlee of Hedloine in the Oenera Medical Cellege. PhiUdelphia; Lindsay and Blaekiaton, 1861. 
fOBpaceg, price $4— For sale by Robert Clark and Oo. No. 55 West Fourth Street, Cincinnati. 

This is a new work, emanating from comparatively a new source; but 
■hould meet wjth no less favor on that account. Tbe name has often 
too much influence upon the professional man when selecting his library, 
and, no doubt, causes the rejection of maay valuable productions. We 
are decidedly in favor of that author who thinks and acts for himself; 
provided, always, his thoughts and acts are orthodox^ and his views based 
upon scientific research and practical experience. The author of this 
work has been engaged in teaching, has practical experience, and a 
found judgment, which must give him a prominent position among his 
competitors for fame. 

At first glance we were not favorably impressed with the introduction 

of Anatomy and Pbysiology in a work on tbe Practice of Medicine, 

but upon a more careful investigation this feature assumes importancOi 

ind oar objections vanish. We give, in the authors own words, hii 

feaaons for this course: 

*^ It will be seen that I have glanced at the anatomy and physiology 
•t I have taken up the diseases peculiar to each part of the human 
fystem. This I have done in part to make the work more valuable to 
those practitioners of medicine who have not time to review anatomy 
and physiology; but more especially to keep the mind of the reader 
fixid on the diseased part, and its conditions, thus redering the work 
Bot only more valuable^ but; I trust, more interesting.'* 

Tbwhan ago of book making, and every new olaimaut tot oxa iv^^x 

mi be held Ja agonizing euspenae for the fate of hia oiEsijivix^uiiViW^ 
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has passed tbe critical period of dentition, and has gained a position 
among its associates, or hat fallen a victim to the bite of the officions 
critic, or the poisonous infltience of total neglect. The work before 
tis will bear the ^*fang '* and will get it ; but must survive the attack 
and come up with renewed vigor, for the more you associate with it the 
better you will like it. Let us advise the practitioner and student to 
add this volume to their collection, as we think it will be read with 
increasing interest and undoubted advantage. 



Obituary. 

Died, in Cincinnati, June 22nd, William Judkins, M. D., in the 
Y3rd year of his age. Dr. Judkins was born in Guilford Co., North 
Carolina, but removed to this State in 1806, where he commenced the 
practice of medicine in 1811. Since 1832, he has resided in this citji 
where he has been in the active practice of his profession up until the 
time of his last illues. Both as a physician and man, he was held in 
high esteem by all who knew him. fle was by birth a member of the 
Society of Friends, and conformed to their rules in all respects. 

At a meeting of the Medical Profession held Monday evening, Jane 
24th, to take action in regard to his death, S. 0. Almy, M. D., was' 
called to the chair, and Wm. H. Taylor, M. D., was appointed secretary. 
Remarks expressive of the high esteem in which deceased was held, 
were made by Drs. Woodward, L. M. Lawson, Carroll^ Murphy, Almy, 
and Comegys. A committee consisting of Drs. Woodward, Carroll, B, 
S. Lawson, Gans, and Fore, appointed to report resolutions, presented 
the following which were unanimously adopted. 

As an old and much respected friend and professional associate. Dr. 
Wm. Judkins, has in the providence of God been called away from us 
by death, it is with a chastened sadness, not unmixed with pleasing re* 
collections of his many virtues, that we assemble to pay our last tributo 
to ihe memory of the deceased. 

Besohedy That during many years of intimate association, we ha^e 
ever found the social and professional relations of our friend to be ac^ree- 
•ble and happy, never hearing from him censorious or envious expres- 
sions, either against the failings or successes of his competitors for pro-^ 
fessional advancement. 

Resolved^ That in reviewing the life or character of the deceased, we 
find in his constant devotion to his profession, in his high toned mor« 
ality and his unpretending Christian simplicity, a bright example foi 
the imitation of those who survive him. 

Resolved^ That we sincerely tender to the family of the deceased out 
warmest sympathy and condolence in their great and irreparable loss. 

Resolvedy That we will attend the funeral to-morrow at 9 o'clock A. lU 
Jiesolvedj That a copy of the proceedings of this meeting be furnished 
/6e family of the deceased, and the press of ftio c\\.^ ^ox i^\s>a^^^\Aaw, 
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For the Medical and Surgical News. 

Spermatorrhoea Snccessfally Treated by Aconite. 

BT J. J. KIMBERLIN, M. D. MEDORA, IND. 

12th of last March, I was consulted by a young man, aged 23 year8| 
in regard to the curability of that dire calamity, involuntary emissions. 
He stated his case as desperate, of fourteen months duration, and the 
more deplorable by being brought on by masturbation. 

The history of the case proved it to be one of extreme obstinacy — the 
general routine treatment given in such cases, having been repeatedly 
exhausted without any permanent relief. 

In such an extremity of course it would be folly to follow in the old 
beaten track, by repeating the same general prescriptions that had most 
signally failed, and therefore I instituted the following: 

Two parts of the solid extract of aconite, and one of hemlock, were 
broken down with water to the consistency of cream. Of this an un- 
gent was formed by adding lard in sufficient quantity, with which the 
perineum was well anointed, three times per day for over a week, in 
conjunction with a regular course of salines to keep the bowels soluble^ 
At the expiration of the time mentioned, my patient returned much 
elated with the success of the course of treatment. 

A new supply of the unguent was prepared with orders to rest a few 
days from its use, to try the permanency of the relief already obtained 
A few days, however, bringing on a renewal of the symptoms which con. 
tianed uninterruptedly, the treatment was resumed for thirty days, dur* 
ing which time my patient had but two emissions, which he said did not 
hitrt him like they had done. He now seemed like another person al- 
togetlMr; his countenance had lost its haggard look \ he cQVi^%t^&!^ 
morv A*ii?f / looked joyous and happy, and repealeflA^ i^mwY^^^HTwit % 

13 
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He was supplied with tbe medicioe for a montli longer, which brongh 
the time to aboat the Ist of June. HaTiog f ince then passed throng! 
all the hot weather of summer, up to the present time, without any mor-- ^ 
derangement of the sexual organs than men are often subject to, an. ^ 
those orgaos not considered in a morbid condition, he now conside^c-s 
himfielf well. And here let me state that durinz the whole course ^of 
treatment, he worked steadily at the hardest of manual labor. I do n ^Dft 
only hare his word for my statement, but I see him every day myse'M/* 

Now whatever may be the pathological changes in a well marked c&se 
of fepermatGrrh<£a, we are satisfied that the following condition, at leasit, 
does exist to a partial extent, and, in general, it must be the main fea.t- 
ure of the case, and upon it I founded my treatment in this instance, tIs; 
whether involuntary emissions be caused by masturbation, venereal ex- 
cesses, irritable rectum, or prostatic disease, etc, there ever remains 
80 long as the disease continues, a secondary or an immediate exciting 
cause, which is an excessive sensibility of all the urino-seminal yesselsi 
especially of the prostatic urethnu t. e. when the disease has been oiac^ 
e stall ished by any cause whatever, the condition of the organs involv^ed 
in the same, that condition being one of extreme sensibility. Now w1i.en 
it is known that these mucus surfaces are highly sensitive, in even * 
healthy state, it is not hard to account for their morbid action w1b>^^ 
they baoome the seat of an irritation bordering on inflammation. 17 lis 
plexuses forming the ultimate nerve-loops are so abundant in the pros- 
tatic urethra and seminal vessels, that when irritated the reflex syst^SB 
of nerves are called in action, and result in the contraction of the cob* 
itrietora and emissions take place. The indications therefore in tL^^ 
eases, are to overcome the sensibility. 

Ai-onite and hemlock I consider the most powerful local sedatiTes, mJ^i 
I have had my expectations verified by their use. 



For the Medical aad Suzgieal News. 

A Caae of Piiirptiml lUiiut. 

BT JiVSHFA CHITWOOI^ M. D,. COXXSRSTILLI;, XSTB. 

About the 25th of July, of the present year, I was requested te viat 

a patient laboring under insanity following childhirtb. Mn. -^ 

aged 23 \ her first child. Pifieient kinds of nanii heieditaiy in hei 

family on the maternal side. Nothing remarkable kid tmkni jfbm 

during her labor. Six days aAer her confinemeat^ hewewr, ako is* 

alined \%^\ this was the first symptc^m of her diseaee) tkUlMrfiinll 

were engaged in a plot to poison her. She would iwotimai aft p«« 

ikctlj quiet for several hourt^ ani then at o^her tnnea it nq^pl«ift» 

sider^hh exortiou by, at letast, two ^'ur^^r^ \q ^|CfT«c^ idMb ifMiiitpBiff 

«FiD^ mania. Bowels c%>sihe. ^^^^ \'iN> ^^ '■m^ftfc^^wft^' 
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matorj — ^rather soft and small; tongue^ covered with a thiek brown coat. 
When I first approached her she clasped my hand as if meeting an old 
toqnaintance, though I had never seen her before, and I had to nae 
tonsiderable force to release my hand. Face pallid. 

T^reaiment — I removed the hair from her head. Blistered the fore- 
bead and nape' of neck, with orders to constantly apply a thick towel 

Wet in cold water to her head. Gave 

Ijk Sab. Mvr. Hyd. gn. xl, 
Jal. Pol. gn. zx. 

to be followed in eight hours with oleum ricini, and left her till the 
ftext day. 

July 26. — Patient slept some last night ; the bowels moved ; the 
blisters filled very nicely and were dressed with poultices. But the 
Uuanity about the same. Pulse not quite so frequent. Gave 

Ije Hyoccyami fix. gn. xx, 
Camphora Pml. ^. ]xxx, 
Aq. Pur. Ji. M. 

31 to be taken three hours apart and often er if a quiet effect be not 
produced. Ordered her bowels to be kept open with mag. sul. 

July 27. — Patient no better; slept some last night. Gave her to-day 
grain doses of sul. morphia with an effect opposite to what I wished ; it 
made her perfectly frantic. I gave to-day 

Q; Potassi Bromidam 9ij, 

Aq. Cinnam. fjij. K. 

31 q. t. 8. To be taken as directed by of Dr. Darrach four times a 
day on an eliipty stomach an hour before meals and at bed time. 

July 31. — The treatment has been continued since I last saw the 
patient. She was sitting up rocking her child, which she called for 
about forty-eight hours after taking the bromide, and showed unmis- 
takable signs of maternal affection; and although she conversed seem- 
ingly rationally, yet she had a trace of that suspicious look so common 
in all stages of puerperal mania. Ordered the treatment continued 
with out-door exercise daily. 

Aug. 10. — I saw the patient to-day; her intellect has, I think, quite 
recovered all its former vigor. The bromide was discontinued for one 
day (fifth day of the present month) with alarming symptoms of the 
leiarn of ike mania. 

At some other time, I may say something in regard to the pathology 
^thia disease. 



Qm fliA Ceoreballiim aa the Centre of Co-ordination of the Voluntary 

HoTementi. 

BT JNO. C. DALTON, JR., X. I>« 

SkPslton has obferv&df that in a few c&aea ^\i«T«\Ti\AT^ V^\i%!^ 
iegtnyed a large part of the cerebellum, the VvtflL x^^o^tt^^ %sA t% 
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acquired the power of eo-ordlDating its muBcular acts. He tlina de- 
scribes an experiment aud its results. Id the month of Jannary, 1859, 
I removed from a joung but well grown male pigeon, while noder the 
influence of ether, the upper and middle portions of the cerehcllain, 
constituting about two-thirds of its entire mass. Immediately after- 
ivard the pigeon showed all the usual effects of the operation, to a Tery 
marked degree, lie was incapable of walking, of flying, and even of 
standing titill, but struggled and sprawled about, exactly as other 
pigeons had done when subjected to a similar mutilation. This pigeon, 
contrary to my expectations, suryired, and, in the course of a few days, 
it was evident that it was recovering the control of its limbs. Its re- 
covery continued to go on at the same time with the general re-estab- 
lishment of the auimaPs health ; and at the end of five or six days it 
vas again very nearly capable of executing all its natural motions. Its 
appetite was also restored, and it ate and drank freely as before the 
operation. The pigeon lived sixteen days, and at the end of that time, 
when it was killed intentionally by decapitation, there was no apparent 
reason why it bhould not have survived indefinitely, since its health, to 
all appearance, was thoroughly re-established. Its appetite and diges- 
tion were good. Its voice was natural in force and tone, and its power 
of muscular co-ordination was so nearly perfect that its deficiency, if 
any existed, was practically inappreciable. The only peculiarity re- 
maining was a moderate general debility, not noticeable, except when 
the animal made some unusual exertion. Thus, when he flew off m 
high perch unto the floor, ho found some difficulty in alighting, and 
generally tumbled forward on his face as he struck the ground, but he 
always recovered himself immediately and resumed a natural position. 

On examination, after death, the wound in the integuments, skull, 
and membranes, was found to be in rapid process of healing. There 
waa no reproduction of any part of the cerebellum. 

Dr. Dal ton relates several additional instances analogous to that 
above recorded, but in which less of the crebellum was lost. Dr. DaltoD 
thinks that these experiments militate against the views of Flourens, 
which attribute to the cerebellum the co-ordinating power as regards 
voluntary muscular movement. — Am, Jour, Med, Sci, 



Convergent Strabismus, accompanied with True Fibrous Deg^neratiaa 
of the Subconjunctival Fascia and other Tissues — Almost completa 
Blindnesa of one Eye — Operation— Cure. 

BY E. S. COOPKB, A. M., M. D. 

Soon after the introduction of operations for the cure of Strabismns 

to the notice of the medical profession, all classes of practitioners began 

its trial with various degrees of success, as also with varying degrees of 

disgrace, to the operatiou as well as to the profession itself. Many 

serious occurrences resulted, such aa the loss of the eye, the protrusion 

of the ball to so great an extent as to make a most hideous deformity, 

besides the numerous cases attended with less untoward resulta, such 

as a change from convergence to the more awkward condition of divet- 

goacOf a sJi^ht degree of unnatural prominence of the eye-ball, destroy* 

iug thorehy the contour of the oyea, and,\aat\^,l\iQ OY^x«b\JiQ\i% \«vQ&&a2^ 

ia no change whatever iu the position o£ tVi^ e^^, Ql \\xwbft <^«i«^^ 
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was fonnd, by statistics of results at the end of five years from the 
introduction of the operation into general favor, that nearly all the 
oases operated upon were included, so that, when success was spoken 
of, and by it meant an entire removal of the deformity with perfect 
symmetry in the contour of both eyes, few if any cases could be found. 
Hence the operation fell rapidly into disrepute, and has never since 
Kgained what it lost in the estimation of the profession. 

Some of the objects which induced the writing of this paper were, to 
point'out the causes of this, and the means, as far as my humble abili- 
ties allow, by which the confidence of the profession mn^j be restored. 

lam convinced, by experience and reflection, that no method hereto- 

fore generally adopted by the profession is calculated to secure the best 

or even moderately good results in all cases. Nothing can be more 

irrational than the method of dividing the tissues to a certain and the 

same extent in all cases, let them differ as they may. Thus, while some 

surgeons depend upon dividing the internal rectus muscle to restore 

the position of the eye in all cases of convergent strabismus, others take 

up a fold of the different tissues of a certain size, with the rat-toothed 

forceps, and divide them, without reference to the peculiarities of the 

ease, while others, again, divide the tissues, until the patient can no 

longer turn the eye inwards, and they make this condition a sine qua 

non in operations upon all patients. Neither of these plans affords any 

prospect of perfect relief to the deformity, except in the most favorable 

eases, while the two latter are always liable to be attended with those 

unfavorable results mentioned, and which have frequently occurred in 

the hands of the most skilful surgeons of the present century. 

There is one fact to which I would especially direct the attention of 
operators in these cases, but which, in a practical point of view, has 
beeu overlooked, and that is this : the position of the eye, in many 
instances, continues changing, after an operation has been performea, 
for months, and sometimes years, and it is in consequence of this that 
I have adopted a process of treatment different from that pursued by 
others. 

If, after an operation, the position of the eye is liable to be constantly 
changing for months or even years, who can tell to what extent it is 
necessary to divide the contracted tissues at the time of operating? 
No one. Then, with the results before us of divergence, great prom- 
inence, producing hideous deformity and even destruction of the eye- 
ball, are we not forcibly admonished to abandon the bold, and, I may 
aay, reckless methods of operating just mentioned? 

In view of what has been said, it must be plain, that, in dividing the 
tiaaues until the eye can no longer be turned inwards, in cases of con- 
Tergent strabismus, it involves the risk of producing changes, in time, 
of a most unfavorable character. No such rule can, therefore, be 
followed with any degree of propriety. The plan of raising a fold of 
the tissues and dividiag them the same in all cases would be equally 
objectionable. Then what shall be done to secure success without risk 
of untoward results? I will answer in what experience has taught me. 

1. The extent of the division of tissues should never be based simply 
upon what is commonly required. 

2. In performing the operation the surgeon AoxAi hqX.'Wct'^ ^\^^v^ 
li^ bai divide tlie parts to a limited extent fLrat, tti^Ti ^lo^^ ^^\«t^^ \>ka 

woand carefully, and observe the change, if any,ipTO^xx<i^^^ Wi^ ^^^ 
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tlie operation should bo continued throughoat, tli3 smrgeon stopping, 
from time to time, to see how nearly the eye become straight. 

This plan renders the operation tedious but safe, and, if properly 
pursued, is nearly always successful. It is not true, as authors would 
nave us believe, that but few cases are entirely successful, that is, 
leaving no deformity whatever. Seventy-five per cent., at least of all 
that I operate upon, terminate in a complete ren oval of the deformity, 
so that not the least want of symmetry can be discovered in the contour 
of the eyes. But, in a majority of cases, the operation is repeated 
once, often twice, and occasionally three or four times, and I have had 
several oases in which both eyes had to be operated upon in this way, 
before success was achieved. The rationale of the plan is this : bj 
dividing the tissues to a moderate extent, the position of the eye will 
be changed slightly, even in cases of true fibrous degeneration, and as 
tho wound heals, which it does readily enough by the reproduction of 
the necessary tissues of greater amplitude than those divided, and the 
position of the eye, at the end of from three to six weeks, improves in 
position, and is ready for a second operation, if necessary, the patient, 
m the meantime, suffering no inconvenience whatever, except in the 
fact of having the eye bandaged. Not the slightest inflammatory action 
of a troublesome character ever supervenes. I speak confidently, having 
operated upon over seven hundred cases without its occurrence in any. 
Nor is this to be attributed to our climate as some are disposed to say. 

The same freedom from severe inflammation attended my operatioaa 
at Peoria, 111., after adopting this plan. And it is the almost entire 
absence of pain and inconvenience that secures the confidence of the 
publio, and renders the frequent repetition of the operation no subject 
of dread to the patient. 

The following case will give a good idea of this method and the 
success usually attending it, in cases of true fibrous degeneration, in 
which the internal rectus, the superior and inferior and oblique mus- 
cles, the conjunctiva and subconjunctival fascia are identified in strno- 
turo. Except in cases of paralysis of the external rectus muscle, I 
always expect equally good results in the worst of cases. 

Case. — Miss M. H., set. 13, consulted me in July, 1856, in eonse* 
quence of strabismus of nine years standing, produced by an attack of 
measles. Both eyes were converged and nearly stationary, by contrao- 
tion of the tissues and true fibrous degeneration, the right one so much 
drawn towards the nose and the visual axis so changed, that the patient 
could not tell the color of a man at the distance of two feet, being 
almost entirely blind in that eye. The left one was much better, the 
patient enjoying a comparatively good degree of sight, although the 
ball was so fixed in its state of convergence, that the pupil coidd not 
be drawn outwards beyond the mesial line, between the two canthi. ■ 

Operation. — The operation commenced by having the eyelids of ike 
right eye drawn apart, when a strong double hook was fixed in ihA 
conjunctiva, two lines back of the cornea, and the contracted tissues 
placed strongly upon the stretch. These were then divided, by means 
of the scissors, to the extent of half an inch. No evidence of the exist- 
ence of the internal rectus muscle could be found, it being completelj 
identiSed with the other contracted tissues. 
This section resulted in no very marked o\iai\ge\Ti Wi^ '\^Qi\\A»^^>&i% 
eje, but still a cAauge for the better naft ]^ice]^i\VA^* 
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The eye was bandaged up, and a oompress placed over it, wet with 
IB evaporating lotion, composed of one part of alcohol and ten of water, 
and the patient permitted to walk about as nsual. At the end of four 
weeks the bandage was removed, and the other eye operated upon in 
the same manner as. the first, and treated, afterwards, the same. Fur- 
ther minute details can hardly be necessary in this case. 

It is sufficient to say, that the right eye was operated on four times, 

ind the lefb one twice, in the same way as the first, every operation 

improving the eyes, until, at the end of seven months, when the patient 

left the city, almost free from any deformity, and the vision of both 

eyes almost as good as in persons generally who have had no defect 

whatever. The patient, during the time, never passed a moment of 

suffering in consequence of the operative procedure, and, after the first, 

was not at all alarmed at the repeated sections of the contracted tissues, 

which, however, is a very usual condition of the mind of brave patients 

in these cases. There is scarcely ever any difficulty in obtaining the 

fall consent of patients to this course, as soon as they find that but 

little pain or inconvenience isjexperienced. — San Francisco Med, Preu. 



Yesico-Taginal Fistula — Spontaneous Belief. — ''The American 

Operation." 

BY B. B. COTTINQ, M. D. 

Yesico-Yaginal fistula has been justly called a lamentable accident. 
Its .consequences are truly deplorable; the remedy difficult, and, until 
recently, very uncertain. Spontaneous recovery, a result hardly to be 
hoped for, is a mere possibility. As an instance of such unexpected 
good fortune, the following case seems worthy of record. 

In January, 1844, the patient, aged 33 years, was delivered of a first 
child, after a labor of five days without intermission. On the third day 
her medical attendant left her, because she would not allow the forceps 
to be used. After he left, she got no attendance until the last moment 
of her labor, when she had the assistance of a midwife. During the five 
days she was not conscious of having passed any urine. Before the re- 
moval of the placenta, the water was drawn, and the catheter was used 
»t proper intervals afterwards. On the third day after delivery, how- 
ever, she found that she had no control over the bladder. After this. 
Blithe urine came away involuntary and without cessation. 
^ Having been called at this stage of the case, I found a sloughy open* 
Ugfrom the vagina into the bladder, nearly an inch above the neck of 
flatter, large enough to admit the tips of two fingers. The catheter 
pused readily from the bladder to the vagina. The nature of the case, 
tiins clearly made out, was explained to the patient; and she was in- 
formed that, after her recovery from confinement, means for permanent 
^ei might be tried with reasonable chances of success. From time to 
^0 thorough explorations were made ; and the case on the whole waa 
oo&sidered a promising one for a surgical operation. 
^This was in 1844, and I was led to take this view of the matter, be- 
^BUe I had been either an observer or an assistant at most of the opera- 
*iOBi for this accident performed previously, or about that time, by Dr. 
6«Wge Hayward, Sen., of Boston. But the patient reaolwt^l^ i^^\x&^\ 
te submit to any operation, in spite of earnest and ie]^«ai\AdL ^^t^xsA^^voii^ 
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asd at lengtli declined all farther interference ; liaring, firom the fint^ 
allowed ezAminatioDS rerj relnctantlj. All nnu«iial interest in the 
ease therefore aabaided ; and for a long time after nothing was heard o: 
the patieot. except that she was in a wretched condition. 

SeT^roteen jears having passed, I accidentallj. a few days ago, met 
with thU patient, and obtained from her some particulars of her history 
snbseqaent to her mbfortnne. 

Hhe had never been pregnant since, though she sajs that she knows 
of no reason why she should not hare had other children. For three 
Tears or thereabouts, aiter the accident, she was unable to retain the 
least acumulation of urine, the dribbling having been constant and on- 
ceasing. In a word, she suffered all the discomforts and loathsomeness 
ordinarily attendant upon such accidents. She afterwards began to ex- 
perience some slight power of retention, and this continued to increase, 
very gradually, until she had almost or quite acquired complete control 
orer her urine. For the last three or four years, and since her cata- 
menia have ceased, she has been able to retain and pass her water, afl 
she says, " as well as anybody." She goes to church and other public 
places without apprehension, though after several hours she sometimes 
feels uneasy and fears consequences. She has not, however, suffered 
from too long retention up to this time. She affirms that she is com- 
pletely restored, and perfectly well. 

On partial digital examination, which she very reluctantly permitted, 
there were noticable deep corrugations and contraction about the place 
of the former opening ; and the upper part of the septum appeared to 
orerlap the under. No communication with the bladder could be ^ia* 
covered by the finger; but whether it was completely obliterated, or, if 
any, how large the opening might be, could not be ascertained with ab- 
solute certainty, as she repelled the introduction of the catheter — seis- 
ing the instrument and preventing further exploration. At any rate, 
the injury has been completely repaired, and the patient relieved of her 
miserable state and restored to a comfbrtable existence. 

In looking up and reviewing a case like the foregoing, which termi- 
nated so fortunately, one is naturally led to reflect on the great diffi- 
culties formerly attendant on efforts to remedy such accidents, and to 
call to mind some of the circumstances of the earlier operations per- 
formed by Dr. Hayward, particularly those original and scientific de- 
vices of his, which have rendered subsequent operations so much more 
successful; and which, having been accepted by such men as Prof. 
Yerneuil and M. llobert, of Hotel Dieu, have given to the method 
abroad the name of " The American Operation.'' 

An account of some of these improvements is worth repeating — ^fer 
their own intrinsic value, and more especially now as they do not seem 
to be fully appreciated or properly acknowledged by some, whose suo- 
cess, whatever it may be, should be attributed to the more or less com- 
plete adoption of these improvements; and moreover as, in certain lo- 
calities, they appear to be in danger of being overlaid by accumulating 
heaps of pretended discoveries and inflated assumptions. 

Bearing in mind that when the first case presented itself to Dr. Hay- 
ward, in 1839, there had not been a successful operation in this coun- 
trj, and very few anywhere; that little or no assistance in the details of , 
0uoh an operation could be obtained from an'j ao\xxvi^\ V^iuX.Vt<yQX\«wstt% 
Mod alarming symptoms had arisen from auXvit^a caxt\ft^ ^xwi^ ^^^ 
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walls of the bladder, as previonsly thoaglit necessary; that danger and 
even death had occurred from hsemorrhage — bearing in mind these and 
other formidable obstacles on the one hand, and the confessedly slight 
change of success on the other, we shall have a better conception of the 
great service Dr. Hayward rendered, in planning and executing, on 
strictly scientific principles, a new^ safe and successful method of opera- 
tiog for the relief of this accident. 

And first, by passing a large, smooth and inflexible staff through the 
urethra beyond the fissure towards the fundus of the bladder, and using 
this staff as a lever, the pubes being the fulcrum, he showed that thai 
bladder could be brought forward until the fistulous opening came quite 
within reach and sight. This movement originated with Dr. Hayward. 
It can be effected without difficulty; and, even before the use of ether 
as an anaesthetic, caused no very considerable amount of inconvenience 
or pain. Now, of course, whenever ether is resorted to, the last and 
only objection is entirely obviated. 

The parts having thus been rendered accessible, Dr. Hayward's next 
and chief improvement consisted in superficially but thoroughly paring 
the edges of the fistula without cutting deeply into the walls of the 
bladder, and more particularly in dissecting or splitting up the vaginal 
membrane around the opening for the distance of a few lines, in order 
to have broader surfaces to be placed in contact; thereby increasing the 
chances of adhesion, while the danger of haemorrhage, the result of 
deeper incisions, was greatly diminished: In fact, the bleeding was in 
this way reduced to the merest trifle, and the loss of substance, always 
to be avoided, rendered so inconsiderable that it need not be taken into 
account. 

A third and very great improvement, introduced by Dr. Hayward, 
was the passing of small sutures ; and these through only a portion of 
the thickness of the pared parts — not through the walls of the bladder. 
Thus, inflammation of this organ, as experienced by previous operators, 
was completely averted. 

In his first cases, Dr. Hayward removed the stitches a few days after 
the operations ; but having in one instance, at least, which I happened 
distinctly to witness, re-opened an already united wound by pressing 
too suddenly on the staff in his indeavor to get at the most distant sut- 
ure, he allowed in some of his subsequent operations the threads to re- 
main until spontaneously cast off. Left in this way, the threads caused 
BO trouble whatever, usually coming off in from seven to ten days. In 
one instance one remained twenty-eight days without inconvenience or 
injurious effect — so that this course may be adopted whenever it may 
Vo difficult to reach or remove the stitch. 

As so much has been said, from time to time, since the publication 
of Dr. Hay ward's method and success — now on the varied contrivances 
for securing and retaining the sutures, again on their number and size, 
and Btill more on their material, till ^'lol a new era dawns!" and we have 
"the greatest surgical achievement," "the imperishable discovery" of the 
silver suture (though unfortunately for our country's vaunted glory in 
the matter, this "result of a Providential train of circumstances " oo- 
eurred fifteen years after silver sutures had been in use in Ew^l^^d,^ 
bean hdvoeated there on precisely the same gTO\inda,«LVi^^^^\i\>^^\i ^^^^ 
ployed in a sueee^sfal operation for vesico-\ag\na\ ^^l\s\«i., ^Xi^ ^''s^ <JftKt.% 
h no little daDger in all this clamor about clam^B, \i\3A\.o\i^^ ^^^> ^"^^ 
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other equal unimportant mechanical contrivances, that the true scien- 
tific principles, which should guide in these operations, may be over- 
looked or disregarded — it may be well to remark in a word, and it needs 
but a word, that, wherever union by the first intention iB looked for, 
the edp;e9 of the wound mubt be kept in close contact; and that, if this 
be skillfully done, it is of far less consequence by what peculiar con- 
trivance it is efifocted. If sutures are used, more depends upon their 
adjustment, and their having the exact amount of tightening requisitOi 
than upon the material. A metallic suture, of whatsoever or whomso- 
ever's make, if imperfectly secured or to tightly tied, will prove as in- 
effectual or will cut its way out as certainly as that made of silk or flax. 
A delicate thread, even of cotton, properly adjusted, will retain its 
place, cause as little irritation, and leave as small a scar, as we have 
often had occasion to notice in operations about the face, as the purest 
silver, the softest iron, or the most polished steel. Let each operator, 
then, use whichever suture, knot, or fastener he himself chooses or can, 
in a given case, best manage, just as he would select any particular 
form of scissors or knife for paring the opening; but let him not forget 
the principles on which he must depend for success. The former, 
though perhaps not the best, may answer if adroitly used, but a neglect 
of the latter will result in inevitable failure. And having, by such a 
course, been successful, let him not, in his report of the case, as is too 
often done, wholly ignore the first demonstrator of these principles — an 
act of simple justice; while magnanimity would suggest an honorable 
mention. 

The position of the patient during the operation is of some conse- 
quence, though it may occasionally be varied to suit the convenience, 
or even the whim, of the operator. Dr. Hayward adopted that of lith- 
otomy, which has many advantages. The fistulous opening, naturally 
thrown forward by this position, can thus without difficulty be brought 
by the stuff nearly or quite to the os externum, and the subsequent 
steps of the operation thereby greatly facilitated. In this way too, an 
assistant, on either side, can with one hand keep the leg in proper po- 
sition, and with the other separate the labia with a suitable spatula, 
without being in the way of the operator, who stands in front of the 
patient. Besides, the patient is in the most comfortable posture for a 
prolonged operation, and can thus take ether when and as long as de- 
sirable. 

The catheter for after use, contrived by Dr. Hayward, is, to say the 
least, quite as good as any of its imitations; while its advantages are 
the plate which enables it to be secured by a bandage, and the screw 
which allows the additional portion to be turned in any desired direo- 
tion, or to be removed at pleasure. 

Much more might be added, but enough has been said for the present 
purpose, which is, simply, a short exposition of the principal improve* 
ments, based on which, the operation for vesico-vaginal fistula is here- 
after to become one of the successful operations of surgery. Having 
had the opportunity to be present and to assist in the earlier cases, i 
can boar testimony to the difficulties encountered, and to the original 
ss wcU as successful means adopted to surmount them — a grateful testi* 
moDj to the merited eminence of a faithful instructor and steadfast 
&iead. — Boston lied, and Sur, Jour* 
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On the Palliative Treatment of Asthma. 

BY T. L. PBIDHAM, ESQ., BIDErORD, NORTH DEVON. 

The first on the list is stramonium, the fumes of which may be col- 
lected in an inverted glass bowl with a narrow mouth ; the bowl being 
csliarged to its full is placed under the mouth of the patient, who is di- 
ic^cted to inhale to the fullest extent in his power the smoke which has 
1t>een collected in the bowl, taking care to hold his head away from the 
l>owl, when an expiration takes place. Chloroform, both taken inter- 
nally or inhaled, is a powerful remedy, but must be employed with cau- 
tion, and never be administered except by a medical attendant. The 
fames of nitre paper in a state of ignition, well inhaled, is a valuable 
remedy. Care should be taken to procure the best prepared from a 
good chemist. Chloric ether and the tincture of the lobelia inflata will 
occasionally relieve. — Bicarbonate of soda, as well as chlorate of potass^ 
given in full doses, I have frequently seen produce a good eflfect. Again, 
I have seen repeated doses of sulphurate of alum procure relief, the 
powder being allowed to dissolve on the tongue before it is swallowed 
in ten grain doses. I have also seen the fumes of tobacco, inhaled as I 
have recommended in the use of stramonium, relieve, when other rem- 
edies have failed; but I do not like this remedy, it produces such deadly 
faintness and nausea. Small drinks of the best Mocha coffee, made 
strong, will often procure relief. On two occasions, when every other 
remedy failed, I succeeded in procuring almost instant relief, by inject- 
ing two grains of morphine and a drachm of tincture of assafoQtida. 
These were cases where mental distress appeared to be the e;8:citing 
cause. 

I have often sat at the bed-side of one, suffering from the severest 
form of the disease, watching with great anxiety the result of prescribed 
remedies, and it has not unfrequently happened that many have been 
tried without relief, the patient all this time gasping for life with suf- 
ferings the most intense, when relief has at length come from a remedy 
apparently the most unlike to procure it — so capricious is the disease, 
and 80 uncertain the remedy in asthma cases of this particular charac- 
ter. — Brit, Med. Jour. 



Tuphlo-enteritis — ^Malformation of Intestine. 

BY FRANCIS MINOT, M. D. 

May 27th. — Tuphlo-enteritis ] Malformation of Intestine. Dr. Cabot 
reported the following case. 

A boy, 13 years old, after eating a large dinner, exercised violently. 
He was soon after attacked with pain in the abdomen, became faint, and 
vomited both food and bile. The next morning there was tenderness 
and induration in the right iliac region, a pulse over 100, but no ex« 
cessive pain. He got some relief after a discharge produced by castor 
oil. The next day the tenderness extended across the abdomen, the 
pulse was accelerated, and he had some strangury. The pain and stran- 
gury were relieved by an opiate enema, and fomentations, but after- 
wards returned and increased. The fourth day the pulse was c^uicko^w^ 
feeble, and the tenderDeaa increased. It grew \e^^ iQ'vi^t^^ ^'^^\i\w%^ 

bai the patient became deiirious, and died eaiW on t\v^ motiivcks. ^^ ^^ 
Mbdajr. ^ 
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Dr. Ellia reported the autopsy. On examination, the lower edge of 
the great omentum was greenish, infiltrated with pus and adherent to 
the neighborhood of the coecum. The appendix was adherent to the 
adjacent parts, which were of a blackish color. In the appendix, about 
midway between the extremities, was a round opening, about a line in 
diameter, and in the interior were two yellow oval bodies, one a quarter, 
the other half an inch in length. Although these had the shape of 
beans, they appeared, on being broken up, to be composed of fsecal 
matter. The inner surface of the appendix had a rough, whitish ap- 
pearance, as from inflammation. 

The arch of the colon was parallel with the ascending portion, being 
pushed aside by a soft, resonant, elastic tumor, which occupied the left 
side and centre of the abdomen, with the pancreas upon its superior 
and posterior surface. On further examination, this proved to be the 
wall of a sac formed by a separation of the layers of the mesentery, 
which usually constitute the transverse moso-colon. This contained the 
greater part of the small intestine, and was evidently congenital, as the 
mouth of it was two or three inches in diameter, and the margin smooth 
and rounded. The intestine itself was unchanged. The other organs 
were normal. 

May 27th. — Epithelial Cancer of the Stomach, Dr. E. Palmer re- 
ported the case. 

The patient was a gentleman, aged 59 years, who had never known 
what it was to be ill, before being attacked with the disease of which he 
died, and who was endowed with great physical and mental vigor. Early 
in June, 18()0, he had three attacks of what he termed cholera morbus, 
occurring without obvious cause, in rather rapid sequence, and which 
were succeeded by prostration, loss of flesh, some nausea and distress 
after eating, and occasional tendency to diarrhoea. As the disease ad- 
vanced, he had vomiting at intervals of from ten to twenty days, not 
violent, nor preceded by nausea, but sudden, and followed by extreme 
exhaustion. An attack of vomiting invariably had for a herald a sense 
of pain in the middle of the shaft of the left humerus. The skin was 
anscmic, with a faint bronze tinge, of the tint associated by many with 
malignant disease. The fdsces were invariably of a dark-green color. 
The urine was normal. No tumor could ever be detected in the abdo- 
men. No member of the patient's family had ever died of cancer. 
Death occurred April 29. 1861; the duration of illness having been 
eleven months. 

At the autopsy, the pyloric extremity of the stomach was nearly sur- 
rounded by a soft, white growth, which extended inwards two or thiea 
inches from the valve. Its margin was undermined, and somewhat el- * 
evated above the surrounding surface, but the remainder of the growth 
appeared to have lost a part of its substance, the base being sunken and 
irregular, and formed by the exposed disease, long shreds of whieh 
floated up, on placing the part in water. There was no disease else- 
where. 

Dr. Ellis remarked, that on microscopic examination, the disease 

was found to be composed of cells and nuclei, more or less' granular, but 

not )argeT than those of cylinder epithelium. They are round, more 

or less eloDgated, some being fueiform or pointed at one end only. A 

few had a decided columnar arrangement. IVke Tii\<ito%wi\|\<i ^w«ict- 

aoces ID this, as in two other cases, wiU waiiaiil ua \u <iiX\:\ii^*\\.^ii «^ 
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thelial growth, the elements being the same in the three, and, he 

thought, as indicative of epithelial disease of the intestine as those of 

the cancer of the lip are of a similar formation there. 
June 10th. — Insanity; Death from Pycemia, Dr. Tyler reported the 

following ease. 

A lady, 34 years old, married, and the mother of three or four chil- 
dren, the youngest of whom was seven weeks old, entered McLean Asy- 

lam, Feb. 7th. Two of her maternal uncles had died insane, and other 
members of her family had been deranged. She had had two or three 
attacks of "bilious disease'* previously, cot followed by insanity. On 
the 9th of January, she was attacked with pain and vomiting; on the 
19th, she had mental disturbance, vigilance, and inability to take food. 

On admission she was exhausted; afterwards she had incoherencOi 
would take no food or medicine ; had occasional liquid dejections, and 
very abundant urine. In a week she became more quiet, and took food, 
but aflerwards relapsed. Feb. 28th, she showed signs of sinking, and 
died March 2d. 

At the autopsy, the skull was found to be uncommonly thick, being 
half an inch in the frontal and occipital regions. The brain was healthy. 
The arachnoid was firmly adherent, and ecchymosed in several spots. 
The liver was filled with pus, and weighed 61bs. lOoz. The gall blad- 
der was gangrenous, and was completely filled by a large calculus. 
There was also hepatization of the lower part of the right lung. In 
this case, the disease of the brain was secondary, and the insanity was 
probably owing to a poisoned state of the blood. 

June 10th. — Ophthalmia Neonatorum. Dr. Williams asked whether 
gentlemen had seen many cases of ophthalmia among new-born chil- 
dren lately. He had met with an unusual number of cases within a few 
weeks. 

Dr. Putnam asked what treatment Dr. "Williams employed. 

Dr. Williams said, frequent syringing with simple water, and after- 
wards with a solution of alum of the strength of five grains to the ounce 
every hour, or every half hour, and perfect cleanliness. In cases of ul- 
ceration of the cornea, he employed atropine to dilate the pupil and 
keep it out of harm's way, should perforation ensue. If properly treat- 
ed in the beginning, the disease may be checked in a week, and is per- 
fectly manageable ; but if the case be not seen until it has gone oa 
Bome time, especially if perforation has taken place, the cure will require 
many weeks. In chronic cases he applied the solid sulphate of copper ^ 
which he preferred to nitrate of silver. 

Dr. Putnam said he had treated fifteen or twentv cases, without the 
Ion of a single eye, by everting the lids, applying lightly a stick of solid 
mtrate of silver, and syringing with cold water. 

Dr. n. J. Bigelow was inclined to think that cleanliness was the 
most important element in the treatment. 

Dr. Warren said that great care should be taken in syringing, that 
ihe stream be not deflected from the eye of the patient into that of the 
operator, and communicate the disease, which was highly contagious. 

June 10th. — Diphtheria; Severe Gastric Symptom*; Recovery, Dr. 
Abbot reported a case of diphtheria occurring in a man between sixt^ ojid 
lerenty years of age. The patient had been auSeniig fox V^o ot >^Tt% 
weeka with a severe broDchitiBf which had wcaVeneA Vwa. ^TA-t^m^"^^ 
MBdMtthe time of the attack a moderate diarilicda \iaA ^^t vn, ^V^xk «b^. 
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throat symptoms came on, the whole of the soft palate and tonsils were 
found more or less coated with an ophqne, creamy, faintly yellowish do- 
posit, soft, in some places hroken and thrown off, leaving a livid red 
punctated surface, with the mucous follices enlarged. The soreness on 
swallowing was extreme, but there was no great amount of swelling. 
There were no symptoms to indicate any affection of the larynx. A 
gargle of chlorate of potass in flax-seed tea was ordered, a grain of qui- 
nine every two hours in compound spirit of lavender, and ten minims 
of laudanum pro re nata for the diarrhoea. Beef tea and stimulants 
were to be freely given, according to the wishes and condition of the pa- 
tient. On visiting the patient the next day, the soreness of the throat 
Was much diminished, so as to offer no serious obstacle to deglutition* 
Early in the previous night, however, severe pain and soreness at the 
epigastrium had come on, which apparently extended up the oesopha- 
gus. Any attempt to swallow had become so distressing, that the pa- 
tient had for hours abandoned the effort, the smallest quantity of liquid 
causing intense suffering. At my request, he made the attempt to 
swallow a teaspoonful of liquid. The fluid passed the fauces and phar- 
ynx without any difficulty or pain, but in a moment or two, about the 
time for it to reach the lower part of the oesophagus, the patient sprang 
up in the bed in intense agony, writhing about and pressing his hands 
upon the lower part of the sternum and epigastrium, and groaning in a 
manner to indicate the extreme of suffering. It was evident the dis- 
ease had passed down the oesophagus to the stomach. The thirst was 
extreme, but the suffering from swallowing was too great for the patient 
to be willing to renew the attempt. Here was a serious obstacle to 
treatment. Everything in the case wore the most unfavorable aspect. 
Small injections of beef tea, guarded by a small quantity of laudanum, 
however, were ordered to be administered every two hours, and the pa- 
tient was left with small hopes of improvement. In the evening it was 
found that after every two or three injections, there had been a dejec- 
tion, which seemed to bring away all that had been thrown up. The 
patient had passed a miserable day, tortured with thirst and pain, but 
unable to swallow. Treatment continued. The next morning it was 
found that the soreness of the epigastrium and in the lower sternal re* 

§ion had abated somewhat, so that the patient had been able, with some 
ifficulty, to swallow mild liquids. From this time the symptoms abat- 
ed, and quinine was administered as it could be taken. Stimulants, 
however, were rejected, as there was a decided repugnance to them.. 
Nourishment and moderate doses of quinine were the only means em* 
ployed. The throat continued to be coated by the pasty depo8it|, 
which was constantly renewed for a number of days after the patient 
had become convalescent ; in fact, traces of it could be seen up to the 
time when he was able to be taken some miles in an open vehicle to the 
country. The interesting points in the case may be thus summoned- 
up. 1st, Diphtheria in an old man debilitated by previous sickness. 
2d, Severe throat symptoms, but no laryngeal symptoms. 3d, Intense 
oesophagel and stomach affection, shutting off the principal entrance for 
food and medicine. 4th, Unexpected recovery, not to be attributed in 
AD r great degree to medical treatment. 
June 24th, — Scirrhw of the Ee4itum, Dr. Anson Hooker showed the 
gpeoimen. The rectnm was very cloaely ^Sk^tenVi \» ^^ ^^^ ^1 'Qba 
pelvis, snd was detached with mucli diffcuUy. Xt. '^w^ \\ivi\tttift^ wAt* 
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Bcirrhoas tbrouglioat its whole extent. The posterior part of the blad- 
der was involved in the disease. The ureters were nearly obliterated. 
Above the seat of disease they were largely distended, especially the lefl 
one. The disease was confined to the organs within the pelvis, except 
very slight traces on the peritoneum within the cavity of the abdomen. 

The patient was a lad, 16 or 17 years old. A year ago he was sud- 
denly attacked with pain in the region of the umbilicus, which increased, 
and was followed by vomiting, indigestion, constipation and slight 
cough. Eight months after this, he was first seen by Dr. Hooker. He 
then had emanciation, and much pain, especially on defaecation. The 
pain, however,- was never referred to thie rectum (except during an ex- 
amination per rectum,) but always to the region of the transverse colon. 
The sigmoid flexure was much distended, but no obstruction could be 
felt in the rectum. A month before death, the obstruction in the bow- 
els gave way, and he had free dejections; but the pain continued. 
Death occurred in eleven months from the first symptoms. There was 
no hereditary tendency to the disease. 

July 8th. — Ulceration of Stomach and Intestines. Dr. Ellis shewed 
the specimen, which came from a man 59 years of age, who had been 
under the care of Dr. Bigelow, of Newton, and was seen in consultation 
by Dr. Ware. * Many years since, he was in business in St. Thomas, 
where he enjoyed excellent health, and continued to, after his return to 
this country, until April, 18G0, when he was attacked with diarrhoea, 
slight at first, but which increased while he was in St Louis, in June. 
Nothing is known of the character of the dejections at that time, but 
when seen afterwards, they contained blood and mucus. There was not 
much pain and no fever. He would sometimes be free from the trouble 
for six weeks. Although the appetite was good, he seemed to have par- 
tially lost his taste, and food did not appear to nourish him. The prom- 
inent gastric symptom was a feeling of sinking. The emaciation was 
not very marked. 

In the pyloric portion of the stomach, particularly in the smaller cur- 
vature, where many ulcers, more or less irregular in their outline; and 
for the most part small, the largest being, by estimation, from a third 
to half an inch in diameter. They presented none of the appearances 
usually found in chronic ulcers, but resembled those found in the in- 
testine below. Their margins were undermined, and their bases formed 
apparently by the muscular coat. The mucous membrane around was 
not materially changed. That of the large extremity was softened by 
iiie action of the gastric juice. Scattered throughout the whole length 
of the large and small intestines were ulcers of various sizes, the larg- 
est and deepest occupying the upper part of the small intestine, where a 
number were perhaps two-thirds of an inch in diameter. 

The tissues which formed the base of some of these were so thin that 
they were ruptured during removal, although no unusual traction was 
made upon them. Their margins were undermined, but did not appear 
materially changed. 

In the large intestine, comparatively few were seen, and some of these 
were very superficial, ill-defined, and of a dark gray color, giving the 
impression that they were old and undergoing cicatrization, "^^ 
ehange was anjwhere noticed externally whioVi in&iccA^dL M\i^ «ilYc\.^Ti^ 
of the disease. The contenta of the small inteatviiQ "^^t^ ^\M?ti^T ^(^cl\^ 
Uood or some material deeply stained by it T\io«o ot l\i^ \«t^t^ Vi!l\«i?* 
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tine were thin, dark colored and very offensive. The other organs were 
healthy. 

The case was considered interesting on account of the character of 
the ulcers in the stomach, and their resemblance to those of the intes- 
tine. 

July 22 d. — Pregnane^/ complicated with Ascites. Dr. Jackson re- 
ported the case, which occurred in the practice of Dr. George Faulkneri 
of Jamaica Plain. An Irishwoman, aged 28 years, applied to Dr. F., 
Oct. 27th, 18G0. Countenance quite thin and cadaverous. Expected to 
be confined in two months. Very much oppressed with ascites of six 
weeks duration; lower extremities oedematous. She had been in this 
country about six years ; pale and sickly in appearance, but had Bever 
had any severe sickness. Married nearly one year. It was very diffi- 
cult or impos3ible to determine the period of her pregnancy ; but, as she 
seemed to be failing, it was decided to bring on premature labor. On 
the 18th of November, a Simpson's sound was passed a little way into 
the uterus, and swept around. On the 19th, as there was no change, 
an elastic bougie was passed as far as it would go, and left to come 
away by the movements of the patient. On the 20th there was still no 
change, and the same was repeated. At 2, A. M., on the 21st, labor 
began, and after fifteen hours the child was born. Thd labia were en- 
ormously swollen, and literally as hard as marble, so that the head had 
to pass behind them, but the perineum was not torn wholly across. 
The child appeared to have reached nearly full time, and is now (May 
25th) living. The mother was more comfortable for a day or two, but 
died comatose, November 27th, six days after delivery. The abortion 
seemed not to have given any shock, or to have added at all to her dis- 
comfort. 

The liver, which was very markedly granulated, and the uterus were 
brought in a fresh state to Dr. D. H. Storer, by Dr. Robinson of Jamai* 
ca Plain, and the following notes were taken by Dr. J.: — Uterus seven 
inches in length externally in a straight line, and including the os tineas; 
maximum width, 4^ inches, and thickness 1^ inches. Site of the pla- 
centa very marked upon the anterior surface of the body. The organ 
was shown to the Society. 

July 22d. — Fibrous Disease of the Ovary, Dr. Jackson showed the 
Sl^ecimen, which he had received from Dr. S. H. Carney, Physician to 
the State Almshouse, at Bridgewater. It was taken recently from mi 
old insane woman, of whom very little was known. She had never had 
children, and her bodily health had been good until within a few yean. 
Every organ was examined, but no other disease was found, excepting 
that of the ovary, which lay well down in the pelvis, and without anj 
adhesions or sign of inflammation about it. It formed a pretty regular* 
ly oval mass, four inches in length, three inches in width, and two in- 
ches in thickness. Its structure was uniformly a fine (i. e. not ooarBo) 
fibre cellular, and as dense as any scirrhus. Microscopically, Dr. Bllii 
found " nothing but fibrous tissue.'' The upper extremity of the cexrix 
uteri is obliterated to a small extent, but firmly; as, Dr. J. remarked| it 
very frequently is in old women. 

In regard to the nature of the case. Dr. J. is inclined to regard it ai 
one of simple fibrous development, and not a scirrhous affection, whioh 
10 very rare in the ovary, thougli otYiei iotrnt^ o^ Tn.^\^tk^xi\i ^\AAftaea ara 
pot 80, He had examined a case maii"3 ^e»x^ u^q^ v\x^\J^ wife A 4rii 
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ovaries formed a very large tumor, of whicli one half was encysted, and 
the remainder formed a dense fibrous mass, as in the present specimen. 
There is also, he remarked, an ovary in the Society *s Cabinet, taken 
from a patient who was extensively cancerous. It is of a regularly 
oval form, of the size of a small musk-melon, and resembles the above 
specimen, so far as we can judge of one that has been in spirit for sev- 
eral years. 

July 22d. — Enlarged Male Breast. Dr. Jackson showed a cast in 
plaster, of the external appearances, and reported the case. A healthy- 
looking sailor, aged 22, was seen at the Hospital by Dr. Gray. The 
breast was about as large as that of a girl 14 years of age, firm to the 
feely gently elastic, and with a well-formed nipple, not painful, and, so 
far as he knew, not connected with any external injury. It had been 
enlarging for nine years. The patient was seen but once, and the cast 
was then taken. 

In connection with this case. Dr. J. alluded to another of true scir* 
rhus of the mammary gland, that was operated upon not long ago at the 
Hospital by Dr. Gray. An interesting complication of the operation 
was the puncture of the pleural cavity, caused by a sudden and violent 
start of the patient; interesting, practically and pathologically, from the 
fact that it was scarcely followed by a symptom* 



Camp Dysentery. 

BY 0. D. GRISWOLD, M. D. 

Dysentery is the plague of the army. In hot climates it often proves 
more destructive to the life of the soldier than the enemies projectiles. 
It is the foe the commander most dreads to see appear, for no s^kill in 
tactics, no advantage in position, or bravery of his forces, avails in the 
contest. With the appearance of dysentery in an epidemic form, the 
Genera] is sometimes compelled to resign his command into the hands 
of the Surgeon^ and wait events. It was this disease that decimated the 
French army so terribly in Egypt, the English armies in India, and our 
own in Mexico. Wherever large bodies of men are compelled to en- 
dure great fatigue during the heat of the day, sleep on the ground at 
iiight with only a blanket between them and the damp earth, and to 
eover and protect them from the dew and night air, there dysentery in 
Us epidemic form is almost sure to appear sooner or later. The only 
other circumstances necessary to make it certain, perhaps, are a near 
approach to the tropics, or within them, and camping out upon low 
gronads. 

Came of Dysentery, — Epidemic dysentery, it is believed by many sys* 
tanatio writers, has its origin in malaria. While in charge of the hos- 

Sital as surgeon of the Panama Railroad Co. at Rujio Saldado, during 
lie Gonstruction of that road on the Isthmus, I saw much of this disease, 
ftftd was led from its behavior to regard it as essentially a malarious dis- 
ease* During the rainy season, corresponding with our summer, when 
tko men on the works were subject to drenching showers, and would go 
into their quarters, and perhaps lie down without taking off or chang- 
ing their clothes, to awake in the night chilled by the cool alt ^ d^%^'Ck<» 
tery became the prerailing disease. On the otihet \!L&\i^^^\i&\i ^t;^^<^\» 
frtniledf we had fever alone to combat, ThA ttealm^iLl VQA\.^u^^^^<Q£i^ 
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tfce aoalarioTU sature cf the di»eaae. OpiiiB &Bd its coaeoBiteat ad- 
jii»ftf liad linle costrol oxer tbe 4»el3arv<es. but if ponilile iikej were 
ttared bj rath neaiifl, a ehOl vWU set in followed Isj Sever, to urest 
wbseh, q'aiDiae wovld be adniBiiteTed aad the pataeat voald nearer as 
tiunijrb BO djaeiiteric fTstptoms had proeeded it; b«t sach a course 
would protract the case through serefal daja — a matter of great impor- 
IsBoe, sot odIj to the patieot but the CompauT, inasiaaeh aa the aTor* 
aire czpeoae of each man waa fire dollars per day. Where ainetj oat 
of one hundred were taken down with either dries tery or leTsr, within 
two weeks after aniTing upon the Isthmus, it beeaoM a matter of the 
utmost importance to retum the sick to their work is the ahortest pos- 
sible time. To thu end we soon learned that quinine wax as essential 
in eutting djsenterj short as it was in accomplishing the same end in 
the treatment of the intermittent and remittent ferers— thus sustaining 
the opinion as to ito malarious origin, instead of regarding the ferer as 
s complication, as some would hsTO it^ 

During a residence of Stc years at Fort Hamilton, L. I^ I had fre- 
quent opportunities for obserring and treating djsenterj. This district 
u perhaps one of the most pernicious localities for miasmatic fevers in 
the Ticinitj of New York, and here I found djsenteiy as readilj cut 
short bj quinine as on the Isthmus. In 1859, epidemic dysentery pre- 
Tailed to a considerable extent in BatsTia and the surrounding towns in 
Genesee Co., N. Y., where I then resided. It proved verj fktal under 
the usual treatment, the paUents sinking ultimatelj into a tjphoid state. 
Here, as elsewhere, I found quinine would bring the hasmorrhagic dis- 
charges to an earlj termination, and establish convalescence. Here 
djsenterj was associated with a severe form of remittent, usuall j called 
tjphoid fever, and which without the administration of quinine in many 
eases proved faUl. 

From these observations thus brieflj sketehed, of the behavior of 
djsenterj treated with and without quinine, together with the fact that 
it alwajs associates with some form of miasmatic fever, I have become 
satisfied that the agencj of malaria as its cause is unquestionable. Its 
sporadic existence is not more frequent or difficult to explain than that 
of intermittent fever. 

Pathology of Dysentery. — Those who remember the papers I contrib- 
nied some jears ago to this Joamal, know that I regard intermittent^ 
remittent and jellow fever, as all having one common or malarious ori- 
gin. Spring malaria produces remittent; midsummer malaria, remit- 
tent of a simple tjpe; later in the season, gastric, bilious and tjphoid 
sjmptoms complicate it, upon which maj be engrafted the virulent ma- 
laria of jellow fever from southern climates. Such was the case at Fori 
Hamilton and Staten Island in 1859. Bat little intermittent had pre- 
vailed that spring, bat in Jalj a severe form of remittent set in, with 
marked gastric and bilious sjmptoms, upon which the jellow fever pois- 
on became engrafted and proved verj fatal, except in cases where qui* 
nine was promptlj and largelj given on the first remission. Now tnese 
diseases are produced b j a poison developed from inanimate matter, and 
that onlj, and therefore not contagious in an j sense of the term. The 
sftme law and conditions pertain to djsenterj, and when we add it to 
the liBt, we have the principal malaria diseases grouped together. 

Let UB glance at the phenomena exViibiled. \u \\i« dViSet^ut forma of* 
'" we luiTS olasssd together as snainf^ itom % Tn»\«tvw» qti^« \%. 
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Bimple agne — tlie type of all grades of fever — we bave daring tbe chill 
%n exsangninons sarface, with engorgement of the Inngs principally, 
and to a great degree BaBpenaion of the dcyelopment of animal heat. In 
remittent fever, we find the Innga not so generally involved, but the liv- 
er, spleen and stomach take on the congestiye from the receding ven- 
ona enrrentfl. The symptoms are gastric and bilions, and the general 
constitntion is more seriously affected. In that form of fever regarded 
by many writers as idiopathically typhoid, we have still less chill, with 
greater depression of the vital powers, and subsequent ulceration of 
Feyer's glands, indicating a still more deep-seated congestion in the 
early stages of the disease. In dysentery, the primary congestion or 
engorgement takes place near the terminal extremity of the intestinal 
tract — ^in the rectum and colon, and as these organs are not so impor- 
tant in nutrition, the constitutional symptoms are not usually so depres- 
sing or dangerous. In yellow fever, the primary engorgement involves 
almost every interior organ essential to organic life, especially the liver, 
Btomach and intestinal tract. In extreme cases, unless the virulent 
poison of the malaria is early neutralized by quinine, the venous engorge- 
ment is not relieved, the vitality of the blood is suspended, and it trans- 
udes into the mucous cavities and is ejected from the stomach as black 
vomit 

A little careful reflection will show that in each form of disease refer- 
red to, the symptoms and constitutional effects are in perfect accord- 
ance and harmony with the lesion, and that their distinguished charac- 
teristics are from local causes, rather than from any radical difference 
in the primary source — that dysentery is just as truly a malarial fever 
as intermittent, its widely different symptoms being the result of the 
lesion, or seat in which the malarial poison takes effect. Why malaria 
in the spring should take effect principally in the chest; in the summer 
in the liver and stomach; and in the autumn in the small intestines or 
lower bowel, is more than I can tell, but the length of time the surface 
which eliminates the poison has been exposed to the sun before it be- 
comes sufficiently dry to generate the malaria, seems to have much to 
do with it. In the former papers referred to above, I endeavored to 
show that vegetable decomposition in no case generates malaria, a con- 
clusion which extended observation I believe will fully confirm. 

Treatment of Dysentery. — Life in the camp is specially calculated to 
produce dysentery, or the local determination of blood to the lower bow- 
els, when the primary cause is taking effect upon the nervous system. 
The hips are more frequently exposed to the ground, and without cov- 
ering, than any other part of the trunk, while the recumbent posture 
upon the ground is most favorable to the inhalation of the malarial 
poison. The soldier subject to such habits requires a treatment special- 
ly adapted to his situation. He should take nothing calculated to in- 
crease his susceptibility to change of temperature, nor to impair his vi« 
tal forces. To equalize the circulation, instead of abstracting by blood- 
letting from it, should always be the rule. No error in practice is more 
frequently advised in text-books than this of bleeding in dysenterv. 
Fortunately, from necessity, it is generally, I believe, dispensed with in 
the camp. Blood-letting was never beneficial in diseases involving the 
ttueoas membranes^ and its disuse is rapidly {o\\omxk%ai\^%\X«t\jGL^'^\- 
ei^ of the pathology of dyaeuterj, 
jkereur/ is another remedy which Iiaa been 1i\{^\3 «%\A«m!^^ Va. ^^v 
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entcry, from a confused idea that this disease was in some way a se- 
qaence of diseased condition, or deranged function of the liver. AU 
careful observers will find the hepatic difficulty hut an effect and not a 
cause in dysentery, as in all malarial feYcrs. The primary effect of mal- 
aria is upon the organic system of nerrea, and hence the processes of 
nutrition and secretion are suspended. The liver being the largest 
secretory gland in the system, the effect in this organ is most apparent. 
Malaria serves to lock up all the secretions, and hence the true remedy 
is that which will neutralize this poison, when* all the organs resume 
their functions and the system returns to health. The use of mercury 
in dysentery is not indicated by any condition of the disease, and io 
camp dysentery it cannot be too earnestly deprecated. Its effect upoQ 
the constitution when long continued is analogous to that of malaria-^ 
the destruction of red globules in the blood. It is irritating to the 
mucous surfaces when diseased, and serves no purpose that may not be 
attained by the most simple cathartic. Mercury and malaria cannot be 
endured in the same constitution without a twofold injury to the vital 
powers. Bloodletting and mercury are good remedies when infiamma' 
tion involves serous membranes, but when the mucous tissue is diseased| 
abstain from their use. The liver will take care of itself if the primary 
cause of the disease is properly attended to. 

Alternate cathartics and opiates is a favorite course with the old 
physicians. I have seen a patient sink and die within three days from 
the effects of a cathartic, and this, too, after the physician had decided 
convalescence to be fully established. The practice which I have found 
preeminently successful consists mainly in the administration of pow- 
ders composed of Ind. rhei, grs. ij.; opii and ipecac, aa gr. ss. In pre- 
paring these powders I triturate the ingredients thoroughly in a mor- 
tar, combining a little white sugar. When there is indication of ace- 
tous fermentation in the stomach and bowels, add a little sub. carb. 
soda. When there is obstinate constipation, increase the rhubarb; if 
the bowels are relaxed, lessen it. If fever runs high, increase the ipe- 
cac, until nausea is produced. The rhubarb will work its way through 
the bowels and carry the opium to the seat of the disease, preventing 
the formation of scybala or the necessity of other cathartic remedies* 
When there is no fever at the commencement, I give quinine to the 
adult in four-grain doses, alternating with the above powder, every 
third hour. When there is well* marked pyrexia, wait until a distinct 
remission before giving the quinine \ it should be continued until 16 tQ 
20 grains are taken, or cinchonism is produced. With this simpk 
treatment, commenced early in the disease, the great majority of caaea 
will be cut short within forty-eight hours, and the patient may be per* 
mitted to go about his business. On the Isthmus a patient was seldom 
detained from his work more than one day from an attack of dysentery; 
and in simple ague he was merely required to report himself at the hos- 
pital before each meal, to take his quinine and go to his work regularly, 
in the majority of cases. The proportion of deaths to the whole num- 
ber of cases on the Isthmus was very small, the statements of the secu- 
lar papers to the contrary notwithstanding. The whole number during 
the first and second year was about 36. I have seen the number stated 
more than the whole number of persons, both native and foreign, thi^ 
was ever employed upon the road ftom ita comm^uc^m^ui to Its coax* 
pletioD. 
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A wide-spread prejudice obtains witli tlie pablic against tbe nse of 
quinine, and many physicians do not seem to be mucb better informed 
npon the subject. It is as harmless, in producing any perQianent con- 
ititational effects, as capsicum. I have administered oyer a hundred 
ounces from first to last, without ever discovering any injurious effects 
from it. During the yellow fever epidemic at Fort Hamilton, L. I., and 
imng and subsequent to an attack of that disease, I took about two 
landred grains of it, and have never been in better health in my lifb 
than since. It should be remembered, however, that I was a month al« 
most constantly breathing the poisoned atmosphere of that district, hav- 
ing no time to attend to myself as I did others, taking the remedy at 
bap -hazard as I felt the indications coming on. Quinine alone has no 
permanent effect in preventing the recurrence of fever. It simply neu- 
tralises the poison of malaria for the time being. More permanent re- 
snlts were obtained from the use of the bark in powder, as adminllitered 
before sulphate of quinine came into use. A concentrated preparallon 
of the calisaya bark should always be used after breaking up a fever 
with quinine, in private or hospital practice. 

The use of spirits by those subjected to a malarious atmosphere is ex- 
ceedingly prejudicial. There are few constitutions that can bear up 
nnder the combined effects of malaria and strong drinks ; fever is hast- 
ened and rendered less amenable to treatment by such practice. On the 
Isthmus this was most thoroughly tested, not only among the laborers, 
but with the people generally. Of the four deaths that occurred in my 
department, two of them were from this cause. 

Many measures may be adopted by the physician or army surgeon 
not indicated here, for the relief of the patient suffering from dysentery; 
my object being to establish general principles for the '* abortive** 
treatment of the disease, and not to dwell upon the minutiae. If I have 
succeeded in calling attention to, and pointing out the way by which 
the miasmatic origin of dysentery may be recognized, I am confident 
that it will lead to a more speedy and successful treatment of this dis- 
ease than that generally advocated by text-books and the profession.— 
Boston Med, and Sur, Jour. 



Siyptios npon the Battle-Field. 

BT JOHN M. If AISCH. 

The following remarks are offered from a pharmaceutical and chem- 
ieal point of view, and may, perhaps, differ from the views of a surgeon 
U a certain extent. I will remark here, that it is not my province to 
Bake suggestions for the proper treatment of gun-shot and similar 
wounds, but that I merely desire to speak about what the pharmaoeut- 
bt is able to furnish in case the field-surgeon feels the necessity of ar- 
resting profuse bleeding. 

Though bleeding of wounds may occur firequently in the ordinary 
practice of the physician, there is undoubtedly no place where it can be 
observed and studied oftner than upon the battle-field. The attention 
of the surgeon is here claimed by wounds of a slight aiid. q{ \»\i.^ tbl^*^ 
fbarAil ohars^^^r on every part of the human \>ody ^ irom V\i^\iA%.\ ^^^"Ol 
io ibe foot, and inSioted by all sorts of weapona, from wi OT^vdwi V\sML%r 
MMdMpiatol ball, to a Bahre and the fragments o£ au ex^XoJife^L Ai^- 
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Whether or Dot it is desirable in all cases to arrest the bleeding be- 
fore the removal of a ball or of the splinters of a bone is attempted, I 
know not; but it is at least very ireqaently desirable before the attempt 
is made to dress the wound properly. This object may be arrived at m 
two ways: either by the ligature of the ruptured artery, or else by th« 
application of some foreign body. 

Independently of the difficulty occasionally experienced in getting a 
sufficient hold of the blood-vessel previously to tying it, the time con- 
sumed by this operation is usually more than a surgeon can afford, whaa 
many others claim a like share of his attention ; want of time, therefore^ 
requires him to forego this mode, and rather have recourse to the second 
way, that of applying some foreign substance. 

Mostly, I should judge from the limited experience I have had, 
liance is placed on simple bandaging, perhaps with a suitable compres* 
sion hurriedly made; but besides the bandage, the substances used for 
this purpose may be of a twofold nature ; they may either act as absorb- 
ents — and then their action is merely mechanical — or astringents or a 
styptic — and then their action is chemical. In both these latter cases 
the ejection of blood is arrested by its coagulation, and the ultimate ob- 
ject of all mechanical and chemical styptics must therefore be a rapid, 
promotion of its tendency to assume the solid form. 

It is well known that the presence of a large amount of oxygen, of 
atmospheric air, increases the coagulability of the blood, and I am of 
the opinion that a number of what may properly be called mechanical 
styptics, merely act in this way — namely, mix the blood with a sufficient 
amount of oxygen. If some lint is gently pressed upon a bleeding sur- 
face, the fibres will readily absorb the blood, and when drawn up bj 
capillary attraction, it constantly comes in contact with fresh portions 
of atmospheric air, in proportion to the extension of its surface. This 
circumstance alone will promote the coagulation, and the tendency is 
increased by the presence of the numerous fibres, the separation of sol- 
id bodies from their solutions being always accelerated by the presence 
of solid substances, and particularly when very angular or irregularlj 
pointed. 

Porous bodies have the power of absorbing a large amount of gases, 
among which is, of course, a corresponding proportion of oxygen, if thej 
have been exposed to the atmosphere. This alone will explain the co- 
agulation of blood by substances like spunk, the prepared inner portion 
of boletus igniarius, though another circumstance must here be consid- 
ered, exercising, undoubtedly, an influence not to be overlooked, namely, 
the expansion of spunk in consequence of its absorption of oxygen, and 
the pressure which it must necessarily exert upon the rupture of the 
blood-vessels. 

Sponge acts in a precisely similar way ; but inasmuch as its pores are 
much larger than that of spunk, it is unable to condense upon its sur- 
face so much oxygen, and it consequently when used for absorbing 
blood, brings the latter in contact with air by spreading it over a great- 
ly extended surface; but in absorbing a liquid, the pores of sponge are 
filled by it, and a corresponding quantity of air is actually displaced, 
00 that blood, while at first coagulating from the efifect of the contact of 
oxygen with its thin layer, soon presents to the influence of air merelj 
u liquid oolumD, the solidified surface o{ wYi\o\i V& ioi^^di \i\'«%.\^Vs V^ 
preasure of the blood exuding from ihe V)\oo4-N^ii!iA%. IS at ^«^%i«i^- 
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sons, if sponge is used as a styptic, it musf be in the dry state, free 
from moistare. In this condition it has condensed in its finer pores the 
largest amount of air, and when becoming moist swells up, and by the 
pressure it may thereby exert, will be apt to close the blood vessels and 
stop their discharge. 

rtngha$'whar-jamhiy — the interesting substance with that barbarous 
name, derived from a Cibotiune, a fern of Java, consists of thread-like, 
shriyelled cells, through the walls of which the blood is absorbed, caus- 
ing simultaneously an expansion of the whole cell. It is possible that 
simply by this diffusion, the fibrin of the blood may pass into theinsoU 
nble state, and that by this action in connection with the influence. of 
ozygeo over an extended surface, the exuding blood is sufficiently co- 
Agulated to arrest bleeding, though much of the effect is undoubtedly 
due to the enlargement of the cells, and the consequent pressure upon 
the ruptured vessel, inasmuch as the simple application of the loose sub- 
stance has comparatively little effect, and as it has the desired result in 
the shortest time, if it is rolled together and applied with a gentle pres- 
sure. The explanation by many physicians of the modus operandi of 
these paleadcibotii is that of a simple filtration, whereby the blood is dc« 
prired of its fluid portion, leaving the corpuscles behind in a mass. It 
IS most likely that all these causes combined lead to the great activity 
of this last mentioned hemostatic, and that filtration exercises its influ- 
ence likewise in the other cases. It is certain, however, that all the 
substances named, together with some others popularly employed, like 
the web of the common spider, act mechanically, and are entirely or 
nearly destitute of soluble constituents, or of bodies which exert a chem« 
ioal influence on blood. 

Passing over to those styptics which act chemically, we may divide 
them into those of organic and inorganic origin. The former, almost 
without any exception, act by virtue of the tannic acid they contain, and 
are among the crude drugs chiefly represented by galls. Though we 
find tannin in most of the living plants, there are but few vegetable pro- 
ducts, which in their crude state might be considered fit for arresting 
hemorrhages, and these few are confined to the natural orders of polyga* 
lacese, frhatany,) leguminosas, (catechu, etc.,) rosacese^ (tormentilla, 
etc.,) polygonaceae, (bistorta,) and cupuliferae, (oak.) Of all these, 
galls is best adapted for the purpose, on account of containing about 50 
pr. ct. of tannin; the pure tannin, that principle of galls and the other 
aitringent vegetables, on which their activity depend, is more prefer- 
able. 

Tannin and the inorganic hemostatics produce a coagulation of the 
Uood, by forming insoluble compounds with the albumen, and it is 

{robable, likewise, with the fibrin dissolved in the serum; the suspended 
lood corpuscles are enclosed in this precipitate, the bulk of which is 
thereby considerably increased. If we remember that albumen forms 
insoluble compounds with the oxides of most heavy metals, the inorganio 
bodies useful for this purpose are at once pointed out, and it follows as 
a matter of course, that soluble basic metallic salts are most appropriate 
fiw this purpose, inasmuch as on combining with the albumen, no or 
but little acid is set free, which, when present, in larger proportion.^ 
might tend to redissolve some of the precipitated a\Wm\ii^\i^. 
The trae cauterizing agents, like nitrate of bWvqi, Ci\iW\^^ ^^ tIvq.^^ 
e^^ are apt to proceed a step farther, and deatto^ \3dl^ ^X)awmwDL *»^^ 
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other organic bodies, forming insolable compounds; on acconnt of tbeir 
being used most generally in the dry form, and because of their ready 
solubility, their action is very decided and quick, but likewise circnm* 
scribed. 

Of the other inorganic compounds, which by coagulating the album- 
en, act as hemostatics, those of a poisonous nature might have a danger- 
ous result, and are for this reason scarcely used. Such are the salts of 
copper, lead, mercury, etc. Mostly employed because free from poison- 
ous qualities, and Tery decided in their action, are the salts of iron, any 
of which may be used, though with a difference in the result, owing to 
the readiness with which the salt parts with its base to the albumen. 
This accounts for the almost instantaneous effect of the basic ferrio 
sulphate, which gets, after its discoverer, the name of Monsell's salt. 

It is prepared from material easily attainable every where; it is read- 
ily soluble, may be obtained in a solution containing nearly 50 per cent* 
of its weight, and may be kept in a dry state, attracting but little mois- 
ture in ordinary weather. Capable of being applied in both the liquid 
and dry form, of being readily extended over a considerable surface, and 
of being not injurious to other unruptured parts, it is particularly fitted 
for circumstances in which a large number of wounds of the most differ- 
ent kind claim the attention of the surgeon in an unusually short spaoe 
of time, as is the case upon the battle-field. 

There is a possibility of a wounded man bleeding to death upon the 
battle-field before the surgeon under the pressure of his attentions can 
find time to bandage his wounds. I conceive that it is in such oases, 
particularly where styptics might be employed with advantage until afteif 
temporary bandaging the wounds, their proper treatment might com- 
mence after the rempval to the hospital ; styptics would not interfisre 
with the subsequent removal of a ball or other foreign bodies, but would 
retain a portion of strength, unavoidably lost by the loss of blood, while 
it is necessary for any possible subsequent operation. In cases of am- 
putations in the open field, few assistants and little time will be allowed 
to apply ligatures to the various blood-vessels. Would not a powerful 
styptic be in its proper place here? 

The question then would recur on the kind of styptic to be em* 
ployed. 

All those acting mechanically by division and filtration, will lose 
their properties on becoming more or less saturated with water, or any 
other liquid; even mere ezposuro to a damp atmosphere will impur 
their absorbent powers. Whatever their superiority in some respeett 
over the chemical hemostatics may be, this influence of dampness alone 
condemns them, and must limit their use chiefly to the hospital. Theif 
bulk is another objection, as is also the difficulty of obtaining the most 
active ones in a sufficient quantity to supply the demand of a largd 
army. 

We shall have to fall back therefore on preparations which the phat« 

maceutist may furnish from his laboratory in any desired quantity, and 

there is none more adapted for such a purpose than the dry Monsell'i 

salt, and its aqueous solution. It seems to me that every army surgeoil 

ought to have a supply of the former for use in the field, and if not in^ 

eluded in the army supplies, that he ought to prepare a sufficient qnaa- 

titf, as every place where a fire can \>e \>u\\t, ^*\\\ «jiVN«t,\ft^N\^^\ «» 

porcelain capsule or a well enamelled kcUU is al VatiQ^. \\1\siv5 ssn««k 
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be oonsidered a qnestion of im|)Ortanod, wbetlier it is practicable to fur- 
nish each soldier with a small quantity of this salt, to be used bj bim 
&r stopping hemorrbage pteyious to tbe attendance of the surgeon. 
One^n of tbis salt would be more tban sufficient for supplying each 
inditidual in the army with tbe requisite quantity.— Jfcd. and Sur. 



Frenoh Hedical Intelligence. 

BY DR. DESLANDES. 

A lengbtbened discussion on postmortem hysterotomy has taken place 
in the Imperial Academy of Medicine of Paris, at its sitting of April 
and May, in which Messrs. Depaul, Devergie, Tardieu, Trebucher, et 
De Kergaradec, were prominently engaged. The questions to be set- 
tled were : 1st. That of the propriety of the operation in a purely med- 
ical point of view; and 2d, that of its admissibility by the law. 

On the question of the propriety of the operation in a medical point, 
iheTQ could not be a doubt, and there was not the least hesitation. 
Whenever a pregnant woman dies near the end of her pregnancy, or at 
a period advanced enough to lead the physician to presume that the child 
is living and capable of extra-uterine lifb, the latter has the right, and it 
IB bis duty, to perform the caesarean section, if there is no possibility of 
extracting the child through the natural passages. 

M. Depaul has clearly explained the state of science on the two fol- 
lowing points: 1st. At what period of pregnancy is the foetus viable or 
oUpable of extra-uterine life? 2d. How long after the death of the 
mother, can the physician have ground for believing that the child is 
still living ? The csesarean section can only be performed with any 
ehance of success as regards the preservation of the life of the child, 
from the 180th day of pregnancy, or at the end of the 6th month. He 
£xes one hour after the death of the mother, as the time during which 
the child still contained in the womb may live. 

Has not M. Depaul erred on this side of the possible, in giving the 
physician but the latitude of a few minutes to act with a sure chance of 
success, and in fixing at one hour the extreme limit beyond which it 
Would be useless to attempt the operation? 

H. M. Tardieu and Devergie have advanced the opinion that in fol- 
lowing the precepts of science, and acting with the consent of the family, 
file physician had nothing to fear from the law. 

H. Kergaradec considered the operation from a religious point of 
tiew. 

After this discussion, the Academy limited itself to affirming that it 
b the duty of the physician to perform post-mortem hysterotomy in 
eases where there is a chance to extract a living child. 

At a recent sitting of the Academy of Medicine, a report of great in- 
terest was presented by M. Robin. 

To make, in our days, a discovery in the anatomy and physiology of 

eirculation, is a very rare good fortune. M. Robin has not hesitated 

in acknowledging that his good fortune has fallen to M. Suc(\uet« la 

one of the most learned reports which the Academy \k«L^\L^vt^S:^^x %i\^\i^ 

ifae, M Robin baa shown that in his memoir on l\ke (iVt^xj\^^\^\i ^1 ^^ 

exttemitiet and the head in man, M. Becquet Yiaia Sly&^oi^x^^ t^vii «.- 
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atomical ftets which lead to nnexpeeted plijsiologicftl explanationfl and 
to pathological considerations of great interest. 

The new anatomical and physiological fact discovered by M. Secqnet 
IB the existence of a derivative circulation, which has its seat in the foot, 
the hand, and the face. Bj injections first, and then by dissections, 
M. Secquet has demonstrated the direct and immediate passage of the 
blood from the arteries into the superficial veins of the foot and face, a 
derivative circulation placed under the dependence of the heart, and evi- 
dently in relation with the activity of this organ — a truly new function, 
whose mechanism had escaped until now the anatomists and physiolo*- 
gisU, and which explains admirably the turgescence and redness of the 
hand, the foot, and the face under the influence of heat, digestion, the 
use of alcoholic drinks, joy, anger, violent efforts, etc. A circulation 
arrested by all depressing causes — hunger, misery, fright, cold, melan- 
choly, etc. 



Hemorrhage from Chm-Shot Wounds. 

In the last number of the Pre$8 we gave the case of a gun-shot wound 
of a lad, sot 14, in whom portions of the entire subclavian artery and 
vein were shot away, and yet no hemorrhage occurred worth mentioning. 
Recently, however, we had a case in which death occurred from internal 
hemorrhage, in consequence of a gun-shot wound, involving some of the 
branches of the superior mesenteric artery. 

Why the difference in the two cases? In the first, the vessel was of 
immense size and near the heart, while in the latter, the vessels were 
small and remote from the centre of the circulation. 

Gun-shot wounds are not, for the most part, followed by much hem- 
orrhage, but an exception occurs to this in wounds involving the abdom- 
inal cavity. In gun-shot wounds of the exterior portions of fiie body, 
the surrounding lacerated tissues often embrace, closely, the ends of the 
torn artery, and thereby prevent hemorrhage, which does not occur in 
wounds of the mesenteric arteries and their branches. Again, a gun- 
shot wound involving a vessel belonging to the external parts of the 
body, will, at once, admit the atmosphere, which, being of a much low- 
er temperature, produces contraction of the ends of the vessels, but 
which cannot often occur in a gun-shot wound involving the vessels of 
the abdominal cavity. 

In the case above mentioned, involving some of the branches of the 
superior mesenteric artery, death occurred from hemorrhage, at the end 
of twenty-four hours after the injury was received. The ball — that of a. 
small pintol — entered the abdominal cavity, midway between the umbil* 
icus and the anterior superior spinous process of the ilium, on the right 
side, lodged in the left side of the second lumber vertebrae, from the top, 
taking, in its course, several of the largest branches of the superior 
incRonterio artery. The blood was evidently discharged from these 
slowly, as death did not occur for twenty-four hours. The internal 
hemorrhage was, however, considerablv impeded, in consequence of the 
tightness of a bandage applied around the body, all over the abdomen, 
wbioh cowpressed all the abdominal viscera into the smallest compass of 
wJiich they were capable by this means* TYi\ft \A^\,\)^ii^«k%^^]M^^M«A. 
for the triple purposes of pressing ihe s\ittoun^\n^ ^wXa ^^^vsi^v ^^^ 
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orifices of any commtmicatioiis with the alimentary canal that might 
liave been made by the passage of the ball, and thereby preventing the 
^ess of any of its contents ; of preventing hemorrhage, as far as pos- 
sible, upon the same principles ; and, lastly, for the purpose of having 
tbe well-known beneficial effects of a tight bandage upon injured partSy 
to approximate the wounded surfaces and keep them at rest, in order to 
promote the healing process. 

lo a post mortem examination of this case, the abdominal cavity was 
found filled with blood to its utmost capacity, consistent with the tight- 
11068 of the external pressure. A large coagulum — as large as a man*s 
two fists — was found under the ribs, on the left side, pressing the dia- 
phragm upwards, and considerably out of its natural place. The pelvic 
cavity was also filled with blood, and clots were found in every recess of 
the abdominal cavity not influenced by external pressure. — San Fran' 
citco Med. Press. 



Alterations of the Tongue in Diseases. 

BY DR. CARL NEIDHARDT. 

Omitting other abnormal conditions of the tongue, Dr. Neidhardt 
irranges his remarks under three heads of coating, smoothness and dry- 
ness. 

Abnormal Coatings depend essentially upon a prolongation, loosening, 
and discoloration of the epithelial processes (^cilioij appendicas epithelias) 
of the papillaB. Whether a catarrhal condition is its cause, seems ques- 
tionable; at least the places on the tongue free from coating show no hy- 
peremia. Certain it is that disordered nutrition occurs extraordinarily 
easy in the epithelium of the tongue. As to the eoctent of the coating, it 
is either total or partial; in the latter case it is either symmetrical, i. e., 
covers corresponding portions of the tongue, or is unequal, sometimes 
entirely on one side. This, as well as the coating of the tongue in 
health, is owing to the motions of the tongue, and the friction it sustains. 
Thus the coating is found on only one-half of the tongue, as also in 
eases of one-side neuralgia trigemini. The symmetry of the coating 
often depends entirely on the form of the tongue, as f. i. in the conical; 
while unsymmetrical, partial coating, may be owing to accidental circum- 
Itances, as want of a tooth, projecting teeth, etc. 

As variable as the extent, is also the amount or thickness of the coat- 
ing. It also depends mechanically on the use and friction of the 
toagne, and is not proportionate to its roughness. 

The color is at first grayish white. It is changed from substances in- 
troduced from without, or from such as come from the body itself. 
Aaong the first, articles of food and medicines, as well as atmospherical 
imt, must be taken into consideration, besides special coloring matters. 
The discoloration s from the body may arit«e from blood or biliary color« 
ing matter. Blood extravasates on the mucous membrane of the tongue 
•Imost only in very severe diseases, when, in consequence of extreme 
drjnesB, fissures and rupture of superficial capillaries occur. The color 
luy vary from reddish to black, constituting the rusty coating. The 
yellow co]or&tioD does not seem to be produced \>'j V^\2ct^ ^Ol^tv^% 
MMiier, as is generally supposed, for it is found a\)ften\»\\i ^^ \SiQ%\» vbl.* 
^«w Icterus; it is owing, more likely, to the inf^eatau 1>aft X^x.^^^^afia^ 
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color 18 conDected with dryness of tlie toDgne. The so-called raspberry 
tongue depends on the contrast in appearance of the filiform and fungi- 
form papilla). The latter haying but little and translucent epitheliumi 
are plainly to he seen as red points, when the former by the alteration 
of their epithelium produce the coatine; the fungiform papillas being 
especially numerous on the anterior half of the tongue, it is here, too, 
where the raspberry appearance is most observed. This appearance is 
by no means characteristic of scarlatina, as many believe ; it is quite 
common in children, with slight, and even with normal coating, and 
has, therefore, neither in children nor adults the slightest diagnostic 
value. 

The composition of the abnormal coating resembles that of the nor* 
mal coating of the tongue ; i. e., it consists of masses of epithelium, epi- 
thelial processes with granular cells that are thrown off; fat particleSi 
fungi, and accidental mixtures. 

The cleaning of the tongue usually proceeds gradually, the coating get* 
ting thinner and thinner ; it is but seldom that the coating is thrown 
off in its whole thicknosii at once. Cleaning over the whole extent of 
the tongue never occurs at one time. The first clear portion is mostly 
the point of the tongue, where the cleaning proceeds to the edges and 
regularly backwards ; sometimes the middle, very seldom the posterior 
portion, are first cleaned. The cause of this variation is, most likel/y 
the varying forms of the frictional motion of the tongue ; solution or 
absorption of the epithelial cells is an unsatisfactory explanation, and 
has never been proved ; and a clearing up of the darkened or discolored 
cells is certainly very improbable. 

The adherence of the coating to the tongue depends generally on itB 
duration; reproduction after artificial removal is undesirable, as show* 
ing the continuance of the diseased condition. 

The taste is either unchanged, especially with slight coating; or can* 
not be indicated by the words so often quoted. 

The diagnostic signification of the coating is limited entirely to the 
fact indicating the existence of some dbeased condition in general. In 
9i prognostic point of view, the disappearance of the coating is of valuoi 
as it id one of the first signs of the decrease of the disease. The signifi- 
cance of the dark coatings of a dry tongue will be considered under the 
latter heading. 

The Smooth or Shining Tongue, — In consequence of the direction o£ 
the papillaa, the tongue, normally, is smooth on rubbing backwards, bat . 
rough to the touch, passing over it from the back, forwards. In dia^ 
ease, an extraordinary smoothness is not of unfrequent occurrence, ae^ 
oompanied, too, by reddening of the mucous membrane, and diminution 
of papillso. The papillsd become smaller — and the smaller they become^ 
the greater the reddening ; for the epithelial covering becoming thinner 
at the same time, the blood is more easily seen through it. The abnor^ 
mal smoothness of the tongue depends on the separation of the epithe- 
lial covering. Partial separation causes only partial smoothness. The 
smooth, shining tongue, being moist; refiects. Abnormal smoothness ie 
found in acute as well as chronic diseases. In the former, it is without 
diagnostic significance, and, following generally the separation of the 
coating, bos only the prognostic value of the cleaning of the tongue, at 
the epitbelium is quickly reproduced in con^tXeweu^^, Ir^ ^tw^a 
diseases the smoothneaB indicates deftoienV t©ijto^u<i\ioii ^t ^^^'Oti^'^vwn^ 
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firom greatly disordered nutrition, witbont, however, indicating the na- 
tixre of this disorder; it is unfavorable, prognostically, the disease being 
mostly incurable. 

TAc Dry Tongue, — Dryness of the tongue is found in various degrees 
ill health as well as in disease. It may be so excessive as to interfere 
with motion and with taste. The tongue Is generally dry, partially, or 
^"Ver the whole extent, only on the back. If the smooth tongue becomes 
A17, it ceases to reflect. The color depends on the coating, which, as 
^Ir^y mentioned, in extreme cases of dryness, becomes dark from &i* 
l^xiret and rupture of the blood-vessels. For prognostic purposes, it 
i&ust be noticed whether the dryness is only temporary or continues^ 
^ud for how long it can be made to disappear by moistening. Tempo- 
rary dryness is caused by breathing through the mouth, and is of no 
consequence. When dryness"* lasts for days, and when it cannot be rcr 
lieved by moistening the mouth, it is serious. Dryness usually com- 
mences at the middle, because that portion is least touched by the moist- 
ure of the mouth. Diminution of this moisture is the nearest cause of 
the dryness ; the secretions of the mouth may be actually diminished, 
evaporation increased, or both these circumstances co -exist. Dryness is, 
therefore, almost always met with in unconscious patients, who do not 
feel its inconvenience. Its diagnostic importance is limited, excluding 
accidental drying circumstances, to the proof of some disease. Appear- 
ing in the course of acute disease, and not yielding but for the moment, 
to moistening, the prognosis is rendered unfavorable ; the greater the 
degree, the more unfavorable, of course. The becoming moist again of 
the tongue, especially when it continues, is a favorable symptom. 

Folds and Cracks of (he Tongue. — Folds on the tongue are of no im- 
portance whatever. They occur only after about the eighth year, gen- 
erally, increase in number and depth with age, and are connected with 
the frequent change in the form and position of the tongue. If the 
tongue IS coated, the papillas in the folds remain coated longest, on ac- 
count of their being less exposed to ft'iction. Disoolorations, for the 
flame reason, are seen here longest. From the folds, cracks may follow 
acontration of the mucous membrane in extreme dryness. As these 
cracks heal, cicatrices form, which are distinguished from the folds by 
the absence of papilla^. — Am, Med. Monthly^ 
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EDITOEIAL DEPAETMENT. 



HsDiOAL Colleges. — The season is now approaching for correspond- 
ilg upon the subject of colleges, prospects, etc ; and it has been suggest- 
•d that many of them woud be closed during the winter on account of 
tbe wars. These suggestions should be made, only> upon the best data, 
ai injuBtioe may be done some of our schools. If we are allowed !• 
judge firom the prospects of the Cincinnati College of ifedictne oovd Swr« 
Jity, the faUiDg off mil not be very great at W13 ijjoiTil. "^ ^ ^^^^ 
uiUM that th0 gndugtiug classes iriU be, ptopoitioiiu.VftV^^'scti \Kt^% 
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M t]ie arm J Teqviremenii cat off many of our practitionen who are no^ 
in posseMion of a diploma, and are thus marked, and, in manj instaot 
claiaed bj this jndicions arrangement. 



Ellsworth House. — This house is sitnated on the south east oor— 
ner of Sixth and John streets. J. M. Badlej, proprietor, will do erery 
thing he can to make his guests comfortable. We haye made arrange- 
ments with him for the accommodation of students who may Tisit Cin« 
cinnati to attend lectures at the Cimeinnati CoUtgt of Medicine and Sur* 
gery \ thej will be charged at the rate of $3 50 per week till further ar- 
rangements can be made. We advise all who go in for economy te 
stop st the Ellsworth House. 



SuRaicAL Obstetrics. — A committee was appointed by the Ohio 
State Medical Society, to report on the use and yalue of instruments 
used in obstetric practice. We would suggest to those who may have 
invented or modified such instruments, to forward a description of them, 
with such comments as may be deemed proper, to Dr. M. B. Wright of 
Cincinnati, chairman of said committee. 



Dr. Comeots. — For the information of such of our readers who may 
not have understood the import of the article appearing in the last num* 
ber of this journal, in which, in announcing the appointment of Dr. 
Gomegys as trustee to the Longview Lunatic Asylum, an increase in 
the price of some articles of medicine was predicted, we desire to state 
that nothing but a little pleasantry was intended to be indulged in, in 
consequence of the high esteem in which that gentleman holds those 
remedies as therapeutic agents. We apprehend that but few, if any, 
put a wrong construction upon our (junior editor's) meaning. % j| 

^ k 



Cliqaery. 

From observations of our own, and from the detailed experiences of 
others, we have become satisfied that there is nothing that exercises a 
more prejudicial infiruence upon the interests of the medical profession 
than eliquenf in its ranks. Quackery and other external causes may 
hinder and embarrass its progress, like an outside foe may diminish the 
expBnaiveneBB of the prosperity of a people ; but if no inward discords 
0xi$t, ifbarmonj and good feelingi «n& ia ^aAM!tta\L\o>i% lot \Vaw^ ^^%« 
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tails throQglioat its members, it will, notwithstanding, maintain its pos- 
ition, and command the respect due it, even as a people will preserve 
tlieir integrity and retain their status so long as they are free from 
atrifes and contentions among themselres. But cliquery, like a canker, 
eats and destroys the very yitals of the profession. It is an enemy that 
Viae got within the stronghold, and instead of increasing its strength and 
enlarging its boundaries, it is engaged in sapping its very foundations. 
Springing, as it does, from the grosser passions of man's nature, and 
nourished by selfishness, it is ugly in its appearance, forbidding in iti 
Mpeot, and contaminating in its influence. A moral leprosy, it is un- 
eleKn HI itself, and renders unclean all that touch it, and so encroaching 
. in its nature that it spreads itself, but insidiously, over everything with- 
in its reach. 

Noble and exalted as the profession of medicine is, we would have 
presumed that it would have escaped this monster. But, neverthelessi 
It his a place in its midst, and seems to be nourished and grow strong 
in an atmosphere that we would have thought would have poisoned it; 
And melancholy though the fact be, there is no alternative left us than 
to gird on our armor, and endeavor to drive it from its quarters. 
Oh that we had its head beneath our heel, we would grind it to powder and 
east it to the breezes that it might be blown to the four quarters of the 
world ! No longer, then, should it drag its slimy body about, wither- 
ing and blighting everything with which it comes in contact. 

In the medical society, in consultation, in the social circle, in the 

meeting on the street, do we see this blight upon the profession pre* 

Tailing. Men bearing the title of physicians, professed votaries of 

science, unmindful of their high calling, and impelled by sordid motive^ 

that they should be strangers to, enter into combinations by which they 

may advance their own selfish interests, and attain to positions that 

their own inherent weakness would otherwise have forbidden them ever 

u to aspire to. Indeed, we have heard of secret conclaves being entered 

^ into for such base purposes; and we have lately understood that one 

WL IQoh is now in existence in this city. We would hope, if possible, that 

H it is not the faet; for we can conceive of nothing more repugnant to 

^m erery pare and upright feeling, than to behold men whose business it is 

V to administer to the sufferings and alleviate the distresses of their fellow 

^ man, gliding along at night through some unfrequented thoroughfare 

tnd darting into some dark recess that they may meet companions 

equally as regardless as themselves of every high toned moral sense 

that should characterize them, and devise eunning schemes by which to 

cheat merit out of her due, and feed their own vanity with the fruits 

belonging to her. 

Union h ptrengtb; and especially is it po'werfuV ^\l^w ^tk^q^^^^^t 
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diflhonorable purposes. No class of men seem to appreciate this power 
it possesses so well as those who are laboring exclusively for their self* 
aggrandisement. Every lever, pulley, and tackle belonging to it im 
made use of by them, and systematioally worked that they may hoist 
themselves into undeserving places; and when they have attained their 
goal, not content, and with the hope of strengthening the insecure foun* 
dation on which they stand, for fear it may crumble from beneath theaa 
and let them fall, they throw obstacles in the way, and endeavor to im« 
pede the progress of those who are trying to ascend by the difficult bu^ 
legitimate road, depending upon their own strength. Generosity never 
characterises selfishness even after it has obtained its object, and ho who 
hopes that any of its subjects^may regard his merits, and extend a help* 
ing hand, must hope in vain. Yea, he may hope until his heart grows 
idck, and still no help will come. 

What can be the result of this prostituting the purposes of this our 
profession, the noblest science that ever existed, but despoiling it of its 
dignity, crippling its energies, and diminishing its usefulness; making 
it, from being an object of esteem and reverence, a thing of contempi 
and abhorrence. The higher the pinnacle from which an object falli 
the deeper it sinks in the ground beneath; so the more exalted any 
calling in life may be, the lower will any of its members sink in the sea 
of corruption which surges beneath, endeavoring to undermine, as it 
were, their position, if letting go their hold upon the high purposes of 
their profession, they fall within its waves. The science of medicine 
having underlying it those highest and holiest principles which have fcl 
their object the amelioration of man's bodily sufferings and the mainteft* 
ance of that health upon the preservation of which the very enjoymenti 
of life depend, would necessarily, if its principles were not perverted to 
base purposes, cast such a lustre upon the profession built upon it, that 
it would shine as the noonday sun, and its effulgence would command 
the admiration of all; the afflicted would seek the healing of its rays 
with confidence in their efficaey, and would ever regard it with gr«ti« 
lude. 

Would that physicians were ever nundful of their high calling; wo«U 
that, laying aside all selfishness, they had an eye single to the advanea- i 
ment of their profession. Cliquery, then, would no longer havo ant -■ 
room in its ranks — merit alone would be cultivated by its members, and 
would, in due time, meet with her reward. The unworthy, who had 
succeeded in getting within the portahi, meeting no fkvor, would seek 
more congenial quarters, and thus, free from the weight of ineumbraa* 
ces, it would mount to the position belonging to it. Let us hope, that 
ia lime to come, our fondest hopes and chief desires, in this respect, 
b0 realized. 4: 
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For the Medical aod Surgical News. 

HypersBftheBia Vagfina. 

BY K. PEQAN, PAW PAW, IND. 

Beliering the above diseaBe to exist in a great many more instances 
ihan the profession at large are aware of, and that by proper inquiry 
Bnd ch>8e observation, we may render relief to a large number of females 
who lave suffered for months with it, and who will suffer for months to 
c«ae, I have been induced to give you the following case together with 
^e treatment, which has always been successful in my hands — giving 
>^lief in from six days to two weeks, owing of course to the length of 
time the disease has existed and its severity. The symptoms I have 
Mostly obflfrved are those usually attending leucorrhoea; for with al- 
^^ every case there has been moro or less discharge from the genitals; 
^d, indeed, I am led to believe, that leuoorrhoea of long standing is one 
of the most efficient causes of it, although there are numerous others 
^ which I will not mention. Sometimes there are very grave compli- 
^tioBs, such as partial atresia, prolapsus uteri, ulcerations of the mouth 
^d neck of the uterus, together with various other forms of chronic 
"leases. My experience has been, that females of a scrofulous diathe- 
Attemore subject to this complaint than others, though all are more 
.^ less subject to it when exposed to the exciting causes. 

The following case b of interest to me, as I have never met with the 
*ttit complications, and, because it shows how effectually the disease 
^7 be removed when a judicious course of treatment has been adopted 
•^ following is a copy of notes taken at the time. 

Aig. 1. Called to see Mrs. H., aged 24. She says she was delivered 

April 1st of a still born child. For several yeata Wot^ %\v^ii^^\&Kt« 

^led, she suffered from /eucorrhoaa, but never did ail's OQ\\i^ ^qx \\. ^-xAv^t 

^lagBueb domestic romediea as she liad at liaud; 0[i%l ^t^xn SJci^ ^a5a% 
15 ' 
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sbe became pregoant, (it bein^ tbe lint) fbe discharge stopped on ber, 
and np to the time of delivery her general health was belter than it bad 
been for years; but so soon as the lochial discharge ceased, the levcor- 
rhoea was set up, and has not ceased more than three days at one time 
nntil the last three weeks. She says that about four weeks after deliy- 
ery, she noticed some considerable tenderness about the Tagina^ and that 
it had increased ever since that time. Symptoms to day are as foUows : 

Pulse 110 ; tongue heayily coated in the centre, tip and edges very 
red; high fever; skin hot and dry; severe pain in the head; also sharp 
lancinating pains through the vagina; thin sanious discharge, very of- 
fensive. Digital examination revealed the closure of the vagina to such 
an extent as to almost entirely exclude the finger. Pain excruciating 
attending the introduction; but by persisting found the constriction to 
extend only about three-fourths of an inch back. Beyond this the canal 
seemed to be of the normal dimensions, but excessively tender, as was 
learned by moving the finger round against the walls. The os uteri 
was very much enlarged on one side — there being there a tumor about 
the size of a large hazel-nut — ^very hard but not tender. On withdraw- 
ing the finger about five or six ounces of dark colored fluid passed ofif — 
patient expressing herself much relieved by its discharge. She states 
she did not have her catamenial discharge at the proper time, althoc^ 
she felt the same symptoms usually attendant on that event. 

Whether or not the fluids that escaped after the examination were 
the menses, I leave for the more experienced to determine. My opinion 
is that they were; but owing to the closed condition of the passage they 
oould not escape. 

I neglected to say that the patient had a severe chill yesterday, and 
fever following it. She evidently was suffering from biliary derange- 
ment. Prescribed 

^ Calomen, gr. xx. 
Dor. Powd. gr. r. 
to be followed in five hours with caster oil and turpentine if the bowels 
were not moved once or twice freely. Also 

Ijle Belladonna est. 3s8* 
Lard, gas. 
mix thoroughly together, and apply to the constriction. Cold water to 
the head and drafts of mustard to the feet. 

Aug. 2d. Better; physio operated well; do pain in the head; tongue 
somewhat clean; skin iq^ist; slept well; not so much tenderness. More 
dark colored discharges Arom the vagina, with less fever. On digital 
examination, found constriction much relaxed, but vagina tender, and 
the indurated portion of the uterus was much less. I prescribed tbe 

following: 

1^ QQinine, gr. zy. 

Bov. ?Qwd. g^. X. 
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mix; divide into six powders; take one every two boors. Continue ap- 
plication of ointment. 

Ang. 3d. Better; had no rise of fever yesterday; slept well; not sq 
mueb pain; less tenderness, except at one certain point. On examina- 
ion with a bivalvular speculum, I found a dark colored spot, the size of 
lialf a dime, on the left side of the vagina, which had the appearance of 
sloughing; cauterized it thoroughly with nit. sil. Directed the oint* 
nent to be applied as before. 

Aug. 4th. Better; has no pain in the parts at all; very little tender-^ 
ness. Discharged the case. 

It kas now been one month since I saw and treated her, yet she baa 
bad no return of either the leuoorrboea or byperoestbesis. I will state 
here that I have prescribed for a good many similar cases, and in nO 
one baa the belladonna ointment failed to relieve the tenderness. I am 
well acquainted with a professional brother who stated to me, some time 
agOy'that he always failed in giving relief to those cases until be used 
the ointment, since which time his success in that direction has been 
eomplete. 

If these few disconnected remarks, through your valuable journal, 
will incite any one to give this disease any additional attention, my 
object will have been attained. 



For the Medical and Surgical News. 

Gases in Medical and Surgical Practice. 

BY G. p. HACHENBERG, M. D., COXSACKIE, N. T, 

8. AcTJTB Rheumatism simulating Pleurisy. — Mrs. J. V. L. of 
this place, aged 30, had a cough, with lancinating pains in the shoul- 
ders, pectoral muscles, and dorsal region of the back ; fever; tongue 
coated; bowels constipated. Differential diagnosis only decided by aus- 
cultation and percussion. 

Treatment: Administered in the evening an active cathartic of cal- 
omel and bicarbonate of soda, which moved the bowels, freely, three 
Hmes the next morning. She was then put on Dr. Lange's prescription, 

with the happiest effect. 

^ Sulphate of Qoinia g^. v. 

Digita is gr. j. M 

Taken four times daily at proper intervals. J^Stev taking the medicine 

twenty -four hours, a slight metastasia of the complaint manifested itself 

in one of the ankles. She became convalescent after taking the pow^ 

dera a few days. 

9. Foreign Body in the Left Posterior Nasal Eo6&4.« — ^^<^^\»t 
Hajo while eating an apple, in a fit of laugYxing, goV»«L'^«»i^ q^\V* yo^^V 
ied IB his nose. By probing found it firniVj \m\>^iL^'fe^ ^iJao^V ^im^ 
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tbirdi tli« distancd of the lengtli of tlie meatus, from the external opea^ 
iDg. No reasoDable force applied to it, by tbe bougie, wonid disengagi 
it. I prescribed an errhine of Teratria tborongbly rubbed in orris wot. 
The effect of coarse was prompt ia producing yiolent sneetiag, wliieM 
•Tentnallj disengaged tbe foreign body, wbicb was thrown with con- 
siderable force throngb the nasal opening, much to his relief, and grati* 
fication of his friends. 

10. Arterial Hemorrhage. — J. W. ran a cutting iastrament inia 
his hand, and cat the palmer arch. Before I saw him efforts were made 
to control the hemorrhage by compression, but only with partial saccesav 
Previous to the time of seeing this patient, I came to the eonclasiony 
that the first case of arterial hemorrhage that would present itself, fSbuX 
was not controlled in any other way but by the ligature, I would treat it 
by a plan of my own, I thought would prove superior to the ligature, 
particularly of small arteries. The two bleeding openings were ezpoied| 
and stuffed with loose saddler's silk, by the aid of a delicate probi^lbif^ 
ing the ends exposed outside of the wound for its subsequent removal. 
The bleeding was arrested, and the wound dressed in the ordinary way; 
On the following day, I made gentle traction on the silk, and had no 
difficulty in taking it away. No hemorrhage followed, and the wound 
united, under the water dressing by the first intention. It is obvioas 
that the stuffinp^ must be done with some system, so as not to entangle 
the thread in the packing. The depth of the packing depends upon 
the size and location of the artery. The great object we have in arrest- 
ing arterial hemorrhage by this method, is to rid the wound as soon as 
possible from a source of irritation, which ligatures cause, and thereby 
induce an earlier healing of the wound than would otherwise occur. 

11. Chronic Pharyngitis.— R. W. aged 25, had a sore throat fot 
two years. There was follicular inflammation with a rough looking 
indurated condition of the mucous membrane. The remote cause of 
the complaint appeared to be of a gastric nature. Attention was given 
to the stomach, and the argentine treatment enforced on the throat. We 
failed in making a favorable impression upon the disease, and therefoit 
changed our local treatment by using a daily application of the tinotaia 
of iodine, with prompt relief to the patient. 

12. Fracture op the Leg.— R. W. aged 88, fractured his leg abou 
six inches above the ankle joint. We applied the double inclined 
splints, with cold water a!ad liquor dressing. He being of a good con- 
stitution did pretty well for the first two weeks, but after that he mani- 
fested symptoms of sinking. As there was no pain in the limb, I ai. 
cribed the constitutional depression more owing to his restraint posture 
necessary to the treatment of the fracture, than to the injury of the W, 

I took off the splints and found some a\oM^\i\n^ o^^t VV^ ^^v. ^tv\^ 
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fjracture whicb was oomminuted. We now substituted fot tbe spliut tb^ 
^jreneb plaster of paris blindage, leaving an opening oi%t tbe sore, to 
able us to dress it daily. He was permitted now to select any po8l» 
re, to use bis limb fearlessly, and even to get out of bed. Tbese 
pTivileges gave bim great relief, and under quinine, wine and good diet-* 
he rallied^ and ultimately got well witb a good leg. 

13. Fbaoture of the Negk of thb Fbmub. — Mrs. H. aged 80, fell 

On her rigbt knee and broke tbe neck of tbe femur of tbe same side. 

Bbe took tbe responsibility upon berself, in declining to be treated by 

Bpliats. I did not feel to bave it otberwise, taking into consideration 

Ver age, tbe danger of a long restrained posture, tbe probability of no^ 

liavlDg a Mussey's success in securing a bony union. I simply kept bet 

in a comfortable position, in, and out of bed, and at times gave ber such 

medical treatment as we tbougbt necessary. In about six montbs sbe 

VUf AJ^le to go about, nearly witb ber usual locomotion, witb a sborten- 

iag 4^ the leg (wbicb we promised ber) of about two incbes. Sbe and 

ber friends were satisfied witb tbe results of tbe case, and indeed so 

Was I. 

14. Conical Cornea. — P. C. aged 20, bas bad a conical cornea of tbe 
left eye for tbe last several years. The pressure was evidently from 
within the vitreous humor, forcing the lens against the iris. There was 
some internal inflammation, witb tbe iris in a tonic contraction. I ba4 
in contemplation to perform tbe operation of iridotomy, but owing to 
the presence of inflammation, and fearing adhesions between the lens 
and tbe iris it was abandoned. Therefore I proceeded to meet the indi- 
cations of the case, bearing in mind tbe leading principles wb^cb in- 
volves the beneficial effects of that now somewhat fashionable operation. 
I resorted to paracentaU oculi as performed by Desmarres, to get rid of 
the intra-ocular pressure. The patient was now put on tbe eonsti- 
tational and local treatment of belladonna, to lessen the field of the iris 
bf dilitation, and thereby secure in a measure, what is gained by tbe 
operation of iridotomy, that is equalizing tbe pressure of tbe cornea. 
We are in progress with the case, and so far tbe treatment promises 
well. 

15. Amputatiox at the Thwh. — I. O. C. aged 50, from Valatia, 
had necrosis of the bones of tbe right leg, as he says, for forty years. 
When a boy be was operated upon for the removal of a sequestrum, but 
It failed to give bim permanent relief. For the last three years be bad 
a very large and painful shin ulcer, which caused great constitutional 
suffering and kept him confined mostly to tbe house. Last January I 
was requested to see bim, and found his health so mucb wr^k^^V^^ \^i^ 
and tbd Bhuae of opium, th&t I had but little liope iot Vva x^^^^^x^. 

The bones of tbe limb were completely seveced \>3 uect^^Xa^ ^^ ^^^ 
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lying, like a broken limb, at a right angle by bis side. He was 
much emaciated with a qniok feeble pulse. The stench of tbe limb was 
almost intolerable. 

I proposed amputation as the only ehance for saving life, to which be 
reluctantly consented. I put him under tbe constitutional treatment of 
Dr. Tallmadge of this place for a week, and then operated upon him, 
after putting him under the influence of chloroform, by the ordinary 
flap operation. After the amputation he was well sustained by stimu- 
lants, tonics, and nutritious food, and ultimately recoTered perfect 
health. 

What was particularly interesting in this case, was the almost hope- 
less condition of the patient, when we put him on the operating' 
table. 

16. Mortification of the Leg. — In the vicinity of a neighboring 
town, I was called in counsel in a case of mortification of the leg^ a 
boy, resulting from extensive injury. Previous to my seeing the case, 
different counsels had discussed on the propriety of amputation. Aa 
the boy labored under great constitutional depression, it was not con- 
ridered expedient to amputate, and this was the position held likewise 
by my counsellors. My opinion was, that the mortification was the main 
cause of the depression, and by immediate amputation, the boy would 
rally, and in all probability recover. I based this opinion upon the 
character of the depression, which was stationary, not sinking. How- 
ever the point was warmly argued by them, that the patient would not 
live through the operation. I considered myself not convinced to that 
effect and parted with my medical friends, saying, if he was my patient, 
I would not delay the operation three hours. By some means my 
opinion was communicated to the friends of the patient, and they be- 
came the arbitrators of the case with their physicians, by insisting that 
the leg should come off or else they would be discharged, and place the 
patient under my care. The leg was amputated, the boy rallied and 
got well, 

17. Strangulated iNouiNAL Hernia. — Br. S. of Stuyvensant 
Falls, requested me in connection with Dr. March of Albany, to operate 
on a patient of his for strangulated hernia, which had existed twenty- 
four hours previous to our seeing him. He was put under the influ- 
ence of cliloroform, and the usual operation for that formidable com- 
plaint Vas performed. The omentum and mesentery looked dark and 
ominous, however we could detect no putrefaction, and they with tbe 
gut were returned into the abdomen. Immediately after the opera- 
iioa the patient felt very much relieved, but he died on the fifth 
dsj after tbe operation from tbe eltecla of iuUtu^A moitv&catiou. 
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For the Medical and Surgical ITewi. 

Proceedings of fhe Eaton Medical Society. 

BY R. WALLACE, M. D., REO. SECY. 

At the appointed time, 2 o'clock P. M., July 9th, the Eaton Medical 
Society conTened at Lewisburg. The president in the chair and the 
honse in order, the names of the members of the society being called, 
the following answered to their names: Drs. Crume and Woody, (of 
Eaton,) Drs. Hill, Huggins and Lindsay, (of West Alexandria;) Drs* 
Wallace and Ebersole, (of Lewisburg;) and Dr. Tobey, (of West Balti- 
more.) All other members absent. By the invitation of some of the 
members of the society there were present a number of literary and 
acientific gentlemen. 

The business before the society was announced as follows: 1st. Ke- 
port of the society's delegates, Drs. Wallace and Haggot, to the Ohio 
Stat© Medical Society. 2nd. An address by Thomas Wallace, A. M., 
on the Relation of the Natural Sciences to Medicine. 3rd. Miscellane- 
ons business. Dr. Crume moved that the delegates to the Ohio State* 
Medical Society present their report — motion carried. Dr. Haggot not 
being present. Dr. Wallace proceeded to give a verbal report. Moved 
by Dr. Crume that the report be accepted — carried. The following re- 
solutions were presented by one of the society's delegates at the Ohio 
State Medical Society, all of which received the unanimous vote of the 
society, except the last, which was laid on the table. We call the at- 
tention of the members of the medical profession to the spirit of theso 
resolutions. 

Besolvedj That it is the duty of each member of the Ohio State Med- 
ical Society, to use all his influence among his professional brethren, in 
the county in which he lives, to induce them to organize and sustain a 
county medical society. 

Resolved^ That it is degrading to the medical profession and dishon- 
orable to the Faculty and Trustees of a medical college to confer hon- 
orary degrees on men who are so ignorant of literature and medical sci- 
ence that they cannot become members of the county medical society 
in which they live. 

Resolved^ That when the Faculty of a Medical College ascertain, that 
by being deceived, they have conferred an honorary degree on an illit- 
erate individual, who is daily guilty of gross unprofessional conduct, it 
18 tte duty of the Faculty to revoke it. 

Resolved, That it would be an advantage to the members of the Med« 
ical Profession, Medical Societies and Colleges, if no more honorary de« 
grees could be obtained. 

These resolatlons received the approval of the m^m\i^T^ Q^^^^-^^tL 
Medimd Society, 
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Dr. Woody moyed tlist Mr. Thonuui Wallace proceed to deliyer his 
address — carried. 

Mr. Wallace in his address paid special attention to medical ednoa* 
tion. He insisted that no young man sltonld be received as a student 
of medicinei who, at least, was not in possession of a good English edu. 
cation. He proved to a demonstration that it would be an advantage to 
the medical profession, and better for the people, if all students were re- 
quired to have a classical education, that being of vast importance to 
prepare the mind for the understanding of Natural History. He next 
went on to prove that the man who understood Nature's Laws, or the 
principles of Chemistry, Botany, Zoology, Acoustics, and Astronomy^ 
is the fl^n, who, in the first place, is capable of knowing what can be 
done by remedies and medicines, and in the second, knows how to use 
means to prevent, palliate, or cure. He also dwelt to a considerable ex* 
tent on Metaphysics — pointed out the controling power of mind oveir 
matter ; even to the controlling and curing of disease in a number of 
eases. 

Dr. Crume offered the following resolution which was adopted by the 
society. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this society are due, and are hereby 
tendered to T. Wallace, A. M., for his interesting address. 

Dr. W. H. Matchett, of Bark County, presented himself for member* 
■hip and was recommended by the censors and was unanimously elected 
by the society. In like manner Dr. Ford, of Eaton, became a mem* 
ber. 

Dr. Woody moved that a committee of two be appointed to repori at 
the next meeting of the society, on the causes for the increase of Tuber, 
oular Consumption. Drs. Crume and Woody were appointed that com* 
mittee. The society adjourned to meet at Eaton on the 10th of Octo* 
ber at 10 o'clock A. M. 
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Successftil Operation for Imperforated Anus. 

BY H. X. GARRETT, M. D., THORNTOWN, IND. 

On the 31st of July last, I was called in consultation with my friend, 

Dr. Beagan of Besses Mills, to operate for atresia ani adnata. The 

patient was a male child twenty-four hours old, of healthy and perfect 

formation, except the absence of the usual anal opening. As this was 

a case that would not admit of delay, we proceeded at once to operate, 

by placing the child on the lap of the nurse, and with the point of a bis- 

tourjrmaking an incision to the depth of half an inch. A probe was then 

BMsily iDtroduced and the gas was heard to escape ^toui >i\i^ T^c^\.\flEL* "W^ 

mJJowed the child to rest until the next da7,\i\iftii V^^^ <iTAft^ ^v^ft^^^ 
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larged and warm water injected into tlie intestine whicli soon returned 
bringing with it the meconium. Instead of leaving a oalma in the ori- 
fice, we continued to use the syringe two or three times a day until the 
wound was healed. The child is now a month old and doing well; the 
artificial anus operating with entire satisfaction. 



The Chemical Treatment off Disease. 

BY C. B. HALL, M. D. 

The short time I can spare for an essay coald be readily occupied iii 
naming the different hypothesis advanced for the explanation of thft 
modus operandi of medicines, all at variance with one another, all fail- 
ing when put to the test of practice, and yet none without soxpe grounds 
of physiological truth for their foundation. 

I propose, therefore, that we leave as we found them those sound prin^ 
ciples of nosology that have stood already the experience of men of 
learning and thought, and devote a few minutes to the consideration of 
Liebig and Muller's opinion that inflammation is an oxydized state of 
the proteine, and that all disease is the result of disarrangement of the 
affinities of particles, and see how far a chemical treatment may serve as 
an adjunct to a regular course of medicine. We do know of strange 
animal changes cons^tantly attending the animal economy. Thus, in the 
normal state, the gastric juice, the almost first stage in nutrition, is acid- 
ulous, while the blood, the result of this digestion, is alkaline. Again, 
we have the secretion from the liver, the largest secreting organ in the 
body, with an alkaline base, while the product of the no less important 
organs, the kidneys, is uric acid. We have also the oleaginous and al* 
bumiaous secretions, the representatives of nitrogen and carbon, as we 
find others of oxygen and hydrogen, the two other elementary princi* 
pies of all organic compounds. This in the healthy state. How in- 
numerable the effects of their slightest variation in disease ! not ac- 
knowledging the theory that this constitutes disease, but simply view*- 
ing them as coincidents and their regulation as concomitants. 

Take, for instance, the simplest form of congestion, or perhaps more 
properly, torpor of the liver, lound in the moderate drinker, particular** 
ly the beer-drinker, and more particularly when in moderation he ha^ 
taken a little extra, with a few glasses of spirits; you find the tongue 
ooated with heavy white fur, the gums pale and the fauces dry, the pa- 
tient complaining not so much of constipation of the bowels as a diffi- 
culty in passing what he calls a gummy, sticky sort of substance, whioh 
elings to him with a tenacity almost immovable, and of a dark greea 
celor, with little odor, and attended by smarting, but no pain. The 
usual remedy for this is blue pill and black draught, or, as an old friend 
of mine in the country takes, ten grains of submurias hyd., followed by 
salts and senna. Chemically this is an acidulous excess, both in stomach 
and liver, and ten grains of carbonate of soda to act on the stomach, 
and (en of bitart. potass, to neutralize the hepatic secretion, in a glass 
of cold water, will often effect a cure in a few hours. 
^ One of the most troublesome attendants of biVvous Sl% 'v^ %& ^^\xS»»k» 
tUezwmittent fever, is the constant passing of gteeii \AV^ ^\\Xx Tfi^Ni^s^'S 
ebowmg ita irritating effect on the membrane, tW* ^xo^^^AX^^^J^^iw^ 
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rile action and otherwise retarding tlie cure. I dp not mean to say 
that liq. potass, or any other preparation of that alkali will cure bilious 
fever, but there is no doubt their use will correct this abnormal secre- 
tion, and by doing so will thus effect one of the most imporcimt in- 
dications. 

On the treatment of dysentery or diarrhoea, or whatever name-yo^ci' 
give to the various bowel complaints of children, you find a double ac- 
tion, or one extreme running into the other. If you are consulted in 
the early stage, you find the tongue slightly coated, but white, appear- 
ing as if the child had just taken a drink of milk. The stools green, 
somewhat painful, but not frequent, etc. This is usually treated with 
antacids, as hyd. c. creta, with creta c. opii com p., or carb. soda, so that 
r have no particular point to call your attention to. But what is far 
more likely, you do not see the case till various pills and potions hare 
been administered by too confiding parents, suggested by too knowing 
neighbors, wJios^e children have been just exactly the same, and cured by 
the far-famed remedy. You find the tongue coated in the centre with 
a dirty white, inclining to brown, the tip and sides red, the fauces, gums 
and lips of the same color; a painful expression of countenance, with 
a whining, feeble cry, constantly picking the lips or ends of its fingers; 
stools more frequent, of the color of the coating of the tongue, more 
painful before each motion, and increasing in frequency, etc., and yoa 
will invariably find an alkaline reaction, the stools often effervescing 
with nitric acid. Whatever course of treatment you would suggest, you 
will find its efficacy most wonderfully advanced by an acid accompani- 
ment, such as tr. ferri muriatis. Or still further, you might find the eye 
sunken, with a dark areola; skin something of the color of the tongue; 
flesh full, but flabby and doughy, with other strumous indications. Here 
is an opportunity for a double chemical action. Feed the child on 
starch, and give diluted nitric acid. You will not only furnish the best 
nourishment, and counteract the excess of alkali in the system, bat 
nitric acid converts the starch' into oxalic acid, than which no other 
remedy appears to have more specific power over the strumous dia- 
thesis. 

Take another familiar example with children, one in which you have 
no doubt been sorely tried, and wished, like the patient man of old, 
"your enemy would write a book" on it. A child at breast — the mother, 
strong and healthy, eats her meals with relish, has plenty of milk for 
the child, even more than it requires. This you find, on standing in 
the glasses, rich, and covered with thick, almost buttery cream. She 
tells you the child nurses freely, and throws it up without any curdling. 
Bowels inactive for a few days, then three or four motions a day for a 
few more. Pulse feverish, child pale, fretful, crying and whining con- 
stantly. Here is a case of infantile indigestion, tending to cachexia. 
You prescribe infusion of cinchona, or some tonic, but without avail. 
Chemistry says, if you give that child sugar, it will convert the casein of 
the milk into lactic acid, the natural gastric juice of the child^ and ez- 
jJerience confirms the magical effect. 

A white tongue is not a characteristic of pneumonia (1 mean a clean 
white, like milk, distinguished from the snow white of inflammation;) 
but your experience will call to m\nd many caaea of this formidable 
disease with this anomalous attendant, and \\.^ no \Ti^io\i^\.v^\. ^^^^ 
Hymptoma of an acidulous action, tlie diac\iaT^^ oi ^xe^^txVA^- 'IV^^^i^- 
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ical treatment in this case k to combine liquor potassse or bi-tart. potass, 
with your other remedies. 

Eheumatism has been so frequently associated with excess of acid, 
that theorists have, for a few years past, laid down an alkaline course of 
treatment — but that excess of acid in the acute, or of alkali in tho 
chronic, is symptomatic of the disease, I utterly deny. And here, in an 
opinion at variance with such a name as Golding Bird, let me ask if 
your own observations will not join me in the assertion that there is a 
marked difference between rheumatism in Europe and rheumatism in 
Canada, particularly those of you who have had an opportunity of see* 
ing cases in the hospitals of London as well as this country. Nothing 
struck me more forcibly. Not to detain you with the question just now, 
I may allude to the well known fact that in England the chronic form 
tends to rheumatic gout, while in this country it assumes the nature of 
palsy. However, that the excretions in some cases, and often in certain 
stagea of the same case, will acknowledge the test of alkaline and acid 
excess respectively, I think I may safely state as proven ; hence it is 
our duty to seek out the admonitions that chemistry sugge'sts, and gov- 
ern ourselves accordingly. 

The powerful antiseptic and disinfecting effects of chlorine have been 
long known, but until the accidental discovery of chloride of potassium, 
a few years ago, tbe different forms in which it was necessarily admin- 
istered contained objections commensurate with its advantages. This 
salt is free from any of the difficulties of former preparations. Not so 
caustic for local use as chloride of lime, and more effective than the chlo- 
ride of sodium, it imparts its chlorine readily, and leaves the potass, as 
mild a caustic and gentle stimulant as could be wished — and whenever it 
has been applied to the foetid and indolent ulcers, the whole array of 
yeast and charcoal and other carbonaceous applications have fled from it 
in confusion. In that modern and most dreadful disease, diphtheria} 
there appears to me to be no safety in any other remedy. This is a 
malignant fever with putrid sore throat, the whole lining surface of the 
fauces and pharynx throwing off a false membrane, which again immedi^ 
ately forms attachments in places, and thus hastens dissolution by a me- 
chanical obstruction. Gentlemen, whose opinions I cannot but respect, 
still place their trust in the nitras argenti; but its application is very 
difficult, as it should touch only certain places, and its effect uncertain, 
while two or three free applications of the chloride of potass, with a 
•ponge, will almost completely Temove the local difficulty, and leave you 
a fair wind and an open sea. 

Thus I have viewed chemistry only as an adjunct or a chief assistant 
at our labors; but as we rise in the scale of disease, and find, as we do, 
our difficulties increase and our skill more at fault, we may be induced 
to look to this science as the polar star in our distress, and the guidinff 
spirit to carry us through tho storm. To include under one general 
term, the different disorders of this kind, such as albuminuria, tuber- 
culosis, phthisis, etc, I will speak only of scrofula or general cachexia, 
and of course will not attempt any minutiae of detail. 

We find an excess of fluid over the solid part of the body, as well as 
defioiency of fibrin or muscular fibre, and often tolaX 'TiwiXi ^l ^om^ yg^^ 
porUnt constituents of healthy such as pboapTaotvia aivSi ^\3\^\i\\x, ^x'^^ 
nar&exeess ofbydrogen, with loss of nitrogen. On t\i^ xx^^ wi^ ^\%\!CVr 
iatlon of these two elements depend, almost ao\e\^, oxxx V^^^^ ^t««wr% 
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simply using carbonaceous and oxygenated substances as nouiisbpieiity 
fo keep good tbe supply and preserve tbe waste, until we can effeot a 
change in tbe other ingredients. That chemical changes do not tkke 

£lace with the same certainty and regularity of the system, influenoed 
y vitality, as in the alembic and under our observation, I am willing to 
admit; but that these changes are. more or less definitely and correctly 
effected while circulating in the blood, I think can be as clearly proven. 
As an instance, and as it constitutes a most important part in our curar 
live process, give, for a few days, cod liver oil with phosphate of limOi 
and you will detect the^ dumb-bell crystals of oxalate of lime in thu 
urine. Now, this can only be effected by the change of carbonic aoid 
and carbonic oxide into oxalic acid, which from its stronger affinitv seta 
at liberty the phosphoric acid and unites with the lime. This change 
is very easily produced in some part of the transit throughout the cir* 
oulation. 

Baw beef, pounded to shreds, has of late received the approval of iht^ 
London and Continental Hospitals, as food in these cases upon physio- 
logical reasons, particularly its ready transformation with little effort of 
nutrition to the much needed fibrin'!^ — but we also find that the pound- 
ing divests it of its cellular substance or cellulose, which is composed of 
hydrogen and oxygen in the exact proportions to form water. So tbe 
three, carbonic, oxalic and tartaric acids, to which so much importanco 
has been attached, contain, two of them none, and the other a very 
small portion of hydrogen, which may materially check that ready sol- 
vent from carrying some of the most important solids out of the system, 
I cannot agree with the one-man power of Dr. Churchill, about the use 
of hjpophosphites, but have no doubt of their most important efficacy 
when combined with cod-liver oil so as to produce the chemical trans- 
position before mentioned. 

The chemical indications of cure, therefore, consist in the proper reg- 
ulations of hydrogen and nitrogen. The first by keeping from the 8ys« 
tern all such articles of diet as contain the elements of water, and using 
for medicines, like medical compounds, the few acids I have named* 
The second by conveying into the system as much as possible of sub- 
stances rich in nitrogen. Of these the principal are nitric acid, nitrate 
and cyanide of potass., and the different preparations of ammonia, the 
chief of which is the muriate — with such articles of diet as are con- 
fined to cascine of milk, albumen of egg, and fibrin from beef and mui- 
ton. 

Fruit, often highly recommended, derives its principal advantage 
from the long mastication required, causing a greater quantity of atmos- 
pheric air to be conveyed to the stomach with the saliva. — Pacific Med» 
and Sur, Jour, 



Treatment of Uterine Inflammation by Kitrate of Silver and ofhe^ 

Substitutives Agents. 

BY B. J. TILT, H. D., M. £. C. P. 

In using these agents, we apply the general principles of therapeu* 
tics to the treatment of inflammatory affections of the womb and its aa- 

*Mr, Hall cerUiniy does not mean to »ay that &\nm ikTcid. m\Lie\kV«ki ^>Hnxk%x^ wi^ «&&. 
tbe same tbiugf^-Eo. 
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Boeiated organs. The utility of a solution of acetate of lead in inflam* 
fiifttory affections of the skin implies similar utility in inflammatory af- 
ilM^tions of the vaginal mucous membrane ; the utility of solutions of 
korax and of chlorate of potash in affiections of the mouth pointed to their 
trial as vaginal injections ; the utility of sulphate of zinc and nitrate of 
tilter in urethral strictures demonstrated by J. Hunter, Sir E. Home, 
Lallemand, etc., suggested their employment in uterine catarrh ; the sov- 
ereign utility of the solid nitrate of silver for the cure of cntaneous ul- 
cerations caused it to be tried in ulcerations of the womb. To whatever 
iBticoiis membrane these agents are applied, they act in the same way — 
they substitute a therapeutical irritation, susceptible of being graduated 
io a morbid irritation, which might uncontrollably compromise the 
•tmctures attacked — a temporary irritation to one that tends to be- 
coiAe permanent. 

In treating of injections, I have already enumerated several agents 
which act in this way, such as borax, chlorate of potash, acetate of lead, 
«lxLm, sulphate of zinc, etc. They are generally given largely diluted, 
bnt if used in a solid or a highly concentrated state, the action of these 
Kents would be analogous to that of two other important agents, 
nitrate of silver and tincture of iodine, which are called caustics by 
courtesy, but are no more caustics than tincture of cantharides. 1 
wish it to be cliearly understood that I hold these agents sufficient for 
the surgical treatment of uterine inflammatory diseases in the large 
majority of cases, and so does Dr. H. Bennett, although it has been 
stated that we use strong caustics in ordinary cases of uterine disease. 
In a comparatively small number of instances, the structures of the 
womb have been too deeply modified by inflammation or by hyperthropy, 
Bnd are in so low a state of vitality, that the above-named agents are 
insufficient to bring about the cure of disease. Then I have recourse 
to another class of substitutive agents, which are undoubted es^harotics, 
for they cause a loss of substance proportionate to the amount of caus- 
tic used. Those caustics induce healthy acute inflammation in the 
tissues underlying the eschar, and, by judicious management of this 
healthy inflammatory action, the cure of chronic cases is often induced. 
The caustics of which I shall treat are, the acid nitrate of mercury, 
potassa fussa cum calce, potassa caustica, and the actual cautery. At 
first sight it may seem strange to class together sulphate of zinc and 
]K>tassa fusa cum calce, but one is justified in doing so, because the sub- 
Biiiutivc action wbich I ascribe to a solution of sulphate of zinc is pre- 
eminently shown in the results of potassa fusa cum calce, which often 
90 raises the vital endowments of the uterine tissues as to promote 
rapidly healthy nutritive action in tissues which had been diseased for 
many years. 

Such is my mode of practice, and I am glad to find that it accords to 
m certain extent with the practice of all whose opinion carries weight, 
mnd who, having in vain tried to cure uterine disease by nitrate of silver 
or milder measures, have recourse to one or the other of the strongest 
caustics, l^r. Fleetwood Churchill depends on nitric and muriatic acids, 
nnd on the acid nitrate of mercury, which is also preferred by Dr. E. 
Kennedy and by Dr. West; and although this distinguished patho\Q^%\ 
considers ulceration of the cervix to be a condition ot iV\^\. ^^\\i^^^- 
cb) importance, when be baa to trace out a plan o? iT^^ivm^wV* ^Qx\Ss|k 
pupib, he has none otber io propoBe than that already \oTi^ a^'Jj cisti^ 
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fallj laid down by Dr. H. BenDet The late Dr. Bigbj, tbongli ad- 
Tene to the surgical treatment of uterine affections, admitted that there 
were certain cases of uterine ulceration requiring the use of potasM 
fusa or potassa fusa cum caloe. Dr. H. Bennet prefers potassa fosa coin 
calce. This is not energetic enough for Professor Simpson, who 
uses potassa caustica : while the French strongly advocate a remedy 
older than Hippocrates, the actual cautery. 

These comments upon the treatment of uterine inflammation will 
show that I am an eclectic, and that I use all the valuable agents which 
I have CDumerated in certain cases which I shall specify. Again re- 
minding the reader that I am not writing a treatise, I shall proceed to 
comment on the use of our principal substitutive agents. 

Tint'ture of Iodine, — It is the ordinary tincture of the Pharmacopoeia 
which I mean, not the caustic tincture. I shall be brief on this agent| 
having already mentioned it as a revulsive, and having compared it 
with others then under discussion. Tincture of iodine seems to act as 
an astringent when slightly applied to the hypertrophied or inflamed 
surface of the neck of the womb, but as a vesicant if several applications 
are made at one and the same time, and as a resolutive if re-applied 
every third or fourth day. It is much less useful than nitrate of silver 
as a topical application, but it suits better some idiosyncracies, and is 
well borne in diphtheritical inflammation, when nitrate of silver should 
not be used. The fact that a solution of iodine can be injected into 
closed cavities aud fistulous passages without severely inflamming them, 
marks it out as the best liquid to be injected into the body of the womb,* 
in the very rare cases requiring such treatment; for it has less frequent^ 
ly given rise to the alarming symptoms of peritonitis, which have very 
often followed the intra-uterine injection of a solution of nitrate of sil- 
ver. I use one drachm of the tincture to an ounce of distilled water, 
and inject it by means of an instrument similar to that devised by Mr. 
Coxeter for injecting fluids into the larynx. 

Nitrate of Silver. — " The application of nitrate of silver is a means, 
under certain circumstances, of subduing external inflammation^ 
Might it not, on this principle, be of service in the treatment of the in- 
ternal phlegmasia?*' 8uch was the question asked by Mr. Higginbot- 
tom in the preface of his admirable little work on ''The Lunar Caustic,'' 

{ublished in 1826. His question has been answered in the affirmative 
y a great many eminent practitioners, who have applied nitrate of ail- 
yer for the cure of inflammatory affection of the mucous membrane of 
the eyes, ears, mouth, throat, urethra, the intestines, and the rectum. 
As regards the mucous membrane of the genital organs, Dr. Jewel, in 
1830, strongly advocated its use; and I have no hesitation in saying 
that this agent is quite as useful in curing the varied inflammatory 
conditions of the genital organs as in curing those of the skin. It is 
often necessary to preface the use of nitrate of silver by linseed tea, 
poppyhead, or other cooling injections, in the same way that Mr. Hig- 
ginbottom repeatedly inculcates the utility of cold poultices previous to 
applying nitrate of silver to the inflamed skin. If, after antiphlogistio 
treatment, the solid nitrate of silver increases too much habitual painS| 
or causes the ulcerated surface to bleed for two or three days after* 
wardSf it is well to try a solution of from forty to sixty grains of nitrate 
of silver to an onnce of distilled water. In many ca^es tho solution is 
fiuScient to effect a cure; it gives leas pa\U)\>\k^ \^m^^\^^Ti^^««&^r|\i^ 
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lepeat it every third or fourth day. Sometimes I use a solution of ni- 
■ttate of silver eontaiaing one ounce of salt to two or three ounces of 
distilled water, as an application to ulcerated surfaces. Chronic uter- 
ine catarrh) or inflammation of the mucous membrane lining the neck of 
tke womb, which has been truly called an open gland pouring out mu- 
608 from ten thousand follicles, seems to me the most frequent of all 
utQiine diseases. Without having the slightest abrasion, the mucous 
membrane lining the neck of the womb and its vaginal surface may be 
of a dusky, livid hue, tender on being touched, and secreting pus. This 
ooodition may last for years, but it generally leads to more or less ex- 
tensive denudation of the villi of the uterine mucous membrane, and 
gives an excoriated appearance to the neck of the womb. Such cases, 
with or without excoriation, can be cured by the nitrate of silver in so* 
.lation, used every fourth or fifth day, with the occasional use of the sol- 
id nitrate. If the mucous membrane lining the cervix be principally af- 
fected, it is often so obstinate as to render the painting of it with the so- 
lution of little use. The solid nitrate must be freely employed, and 
when the cervical canal is unusually dilated, I sometimes leave about 
one-eighth of an inch in the canal; by which it will be clear that, so far 
.as my experience goes, should the stick accidentally break in the cer- 
vical canal it need give no alarm. What cannot be removed will cause 
more pain, some loss of blood, and perhaps even a return of menstrua- 
tion ; but the patient may be repaid for greater suffering by a speedier 
eare. It has been stated by Nonat that this mode of treatment has 
caused stricture of the uterine canal in his practice and in that of Eich- 
et I have never met with this accident, and I think its occurrence in 
to be prevented by the occasional passage of the uterine sound for a few 
weeks after this severe application. 

With regard to the treatment of the various forms of ulceration of the 
neck of the womb, I can add nothing to what has been so well laid down 
. in Dr. H. Bennetts work. Mr. Higginbottom, whose statements with 
respect to the action of nitrate of silver deserve the highest considera- 
tion, affirms that its action does not extend beyond three days after its 
application; and it is generally received that it is necessary to repeat the 
use of this agent so soon as the epithelial pellicle has fallen off, or every 
third or fourth day. In many instances this is the best way of insuring 
.the most rapid recovery; but I do not recommend the too strict adhe- 
rence to this precept, as it is often well to leave five, six, or seven days 
interval between the applications, or we might work as did Penelope, 
and retard the cure of the case. This, however, is a matter of surgical 
experience in each individual case. 

Whether vaginitis occurs spontaneously or as the result of uterine 
catarrh, it is best cured by the injection of a solution of nitrate of sil- 
. ver. This is an excellent idea of Dr, Jewel's, but if the solution be 
sufficiently strong to do good it cannot be safely trusted to the patient. 
The patient being placed on her back, a small glass speculum should be 
introduced as far as possible, and an ordinary glass syringe full of a so- 
lution of nitrate of silver, containing forty grains to the ounce, should 
he injected. The speculum should then be withdrawn to the vicinity of 
the vulva, and the fluid should be left in contact from three to five min* 
ntes, after which the speculum is to be witVidta.^11^ ^xidi >^^ ^\^<^ t^« 
eeived in a small cup. Sometimes I apply a EpeexAxxm ^t v^\\Q^TVbNa 
0Mie, and aa I withdraw it I pretty freeW touoVi Oift "^aaLWiik ^\XJo^ >iaA if^^ 
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id llitrtte of silver diluted by chloride of silver, as prepared bj Mr. 
Squire. This is a modification of a plan wbicli is recommended bj 
Bioord. 

1 recommend these injections where there is evidence of infiammatioB 
of the womb, with excoriations of its cervix, in virgins in whom the in- 
tegrity of the hymen prevents the introduction of a moderate-sized 
speculum. This plan should be first tried before forcibly dilating or 
incising the hymen — an operation which is very rarely required. I 
have frequently made these injections in many cases, and I do not onoe 
remember having traced monorrhagia to their administration. I men- 
tion this as it seems to have often occurred in the practice of Dr. Fleet- 
wood Churchill. So many serious accidents have followed the injection 
of the solution of nitrate of silver into the body of the womb, that I 
prefer using tincture of iodine in solution whenever intra-uterine injec- 
tions may be required. In very rare cases of chronic internal metritis it 
may even be necessary to apply the solid nitrate of silver to the inter- 
nal surface of the body of the womb, as well as to adopt ether modes of 
treatment, for an account of which I refer the reader to my papers on 
the Treatment of Internal Metritis.* 

In follicular inflammation of the labia, in eczema and prurigo puden- 
dum, or pruritus both external and vaginal, a piece of cotton-wool 
should be soaked in the solution of nitrate of silver, and carefully rub- 
bed for two or three minutes over the diseased portions of the skin and 
mucous membrane. I can speak with confidence of this plan, for I have 
lately cured several patients who have been suffering in this way for 
four, eight, and thirty years. When cases have lasted so long the pu* 
dendalskin looks and feels like parchment. It was so in the case of « 
lady in whom the disease had lasted thirty years, and I first rubbed in 
the solution every day, then every other day, then every fourth and 
fifth day, until the skin became soft and pliable, and the sleep was no 
longer disturbed by darts of pain flashing along the nerves. This pa- 
tient was cured in three months, and has had no relapse during the 
last year. 

I trust I have said enough in praise of nitrate of silver; but in many 
forms of uterine inflammation much more severe agents are required to 
restore the womb to a healthy state. This fact is admitted by so many 
authorities at home, in America, or in foreign countries, that I am sur- 
prised to find the contrary asserted by Dr. Meigs and Dr. Tyler Smith. 
After describing the evil effects of caustics in the treatment of uterine 
disease, the latter pathologist, in his work on " Leucorrhoea,*' (p. 203,) 
gives as his opinion that *' there is no good which can be effected by 
the more powerful caustics which cannot be accomplished by the nitrate 
of silver, or by other means. It is true that by the prolonged application 
of the nitrate of silver loss of substance may be caused; but this is far 
less likely to occur with lunar caustic than with the more powerful 68- 
charotics. It is also true, that some practitioners apply the more violent 
caustics 80 lightly that thpy do not exceed the milder action of the solid 
nitrate of silver; but in such cases it would be quite as well to use the 
safer remedy where a caustic is required." And at p. 206, *'In applying 
the nitrate of silver, the aim should be not to produce any slough or 
loss of substance.'' Tiius it is clearly stated that the slight application 

^ Thm hkntem, 1853, vol. ii. 
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of tlie strong caustics is tantamount to the full action of the nitrate of 
ftUver in like cases of uterine disease. 

My experience, on the contrary, teaches me that nitrate of silver is 
no more a caustic than tincture of cantharidcs, as Mr. Higginhottom 
iuA long ago asserted. The distinction that Dr. Meigs draws between 
the antiphlogistic touches and the escharotic action of nitrate of silrer, 
does not bear examination. Use it as you may the nitrate of silver does 
not cauterize. Leave it in the neck of the womb, it will cause more 
pun, loss of blood, and subsequent discharge, but no destruction of tis- 
sue, unless coagulate mucus mixed up with epithelial scales and insol- 
uble chlorides of silver can be called such. Even when applied to a 
^ngoas ulcer, the slight loss of substance is rather due to the friction 
of a hard body on a pulpy than to the chemical combination of the neu- 
tral jsalt and the diseased tissues. A densely hyperthropied neck of the 
womb might be whitened with the solid nitrate of silver every fourth 
&J antil doomsday, without much reducing its bulk. Indeed I have 
seen such a plan of treatment injudiciously continue for a year or longer 
in a case of hysteralgia, the neck of the womb being healthy ai^d of an 
average size, and the effects were rather astringent than caustic, con- 
densing the tissues, narrowing the cervical canal, and rendering its dil- 
itation necessary and difficult. Thus, while nitrate of silver may be re- 
peatedly applied without inducing a loss of substance, the slightest ap- 
plication of the potassa fasa to the neck of the womb produces an evi- 
dent loss of substance; and, therefore, the two agents, however applled| 
produce totally different effects in similar cases. This is a question of 
surgical therapeutics which can be decided by any experienced surgeon. 
Writing on the treatment of stricture caused by gristly thickening of 
the urethral mucous membrane, Mr. Wade records his twenty-five years* 
ezperienoe of the comparative advantages of nitrate of silver and of pot- 
assa foBa, and he states : "I con not let this opportunity pass without 
again calling attention to the fact, that the effects of the argenti ni- 
tras and of the potassa fusa admit of no comparison, as they are to- 
tally dissimilar; that the former, when freely used, from its tendency to 
cause adhesive inflammation, has often been found to increase the ure- 
thral obstructions, whilst the remarkable solvent powers of the latter 
have no such tendency." 

The too free use of nitrate of silver to the inodular tissues of the ure- 
thra causes urethral stricture, as the too free use of the same agent to 
the cervical canal causes stricture of the neck of the womb, but without 
loss of substance. Indeed, if the whole range of diseases in which ni- 
trate of silver is now used be passed in review, it will be found that it 
always acts by its dynamic, astringent, and antiphlo^^istic properties; 
whereas escharotics can only raise the standard of vitality of any given 
tisaues by the previous destruction of their superimposed surface. I 
maintain, on the contrary, that there is one good to be done with the more 
powerful caustics which cannot be accomplished with the nitrate of sil- 
Ter; that is, to shorten the treatment of many cases in which it is at 
fint judicious to try it. Ulceration of the neck of the womb, on a hy- 
partrophic basis, may doubtless be sometimes cured by the use of ni- 
trate of silver, but the treatment might be indefinitely prolonged; 
wiaareaa it can be very much shortened by one or two applications of 
the acid nitrate of mercury or of potassa fusa c. calce. When the iuu^t 
cflTfix is chronically inflamed; nitrate of siWer maj eTii^A^ u^\a ^'^qq.Xi^ 
16 
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onrt; bat with tkat agent, howeyer applied, cures are sometimes sofe- 
dions that it is well to resort to one or two applications of the acid ni- 
trate of mereurj or of pOtassa fusa o. calce. In fungous and raricose 
ulceration the nitrate of silver causes the surface to bleed profuselj, and 
does more harm than good ; whereas I find that in these oases the acid 
nitrate of mercury and the actual cautery dtop the . bleeding and pro- 
mote a cure. I think it right to be sparing of caustics to the neck of 
the womb in pregnant patients ; but I have seen cases similar to those 
described by Dr. Bennet in which it was necessary to stop an abundant 
purulent and bloody discharge from a large varicose ulcer, and I have 
done so with the acid nitrate of mercury after doing more harm than 
good with the nitrate of silver. So little are caustic agents and nitrate 
of silver interchangeable substances or therapeutical equivalents, that I 
find nitrate of silver in some cases to be positively poisonous, while pot* 
assa fusa o. calce conduces to recovery. In diphtheritic infiammation 
of the neck of the womb and of the vagina, nitrate of silver acts as a 
poison. In a case now under treatment there is a small patch of false 
membrane on the posterior lip of the os uteri, and around it are numer* 
ous ulcerations. Were I to touch them with nitrate of silver they would 
soon be covered with false membranes. Tincture of iodine would not 
produce this effect, neither would the potassa fusa c. calce; these, there* 
fore, are the best means of curing this tedious complaint, of which I 
have seen two instances and Dr. Bennet three, and he would endorse 
what I affirm of such eases. Occasidnally we met with cases like two I 
am now attending, in which an extensive superficial excoriation of the 
neck of the womb bleeds profusely, and for the following two days, even 
when only touched with the solution of nitrate of silver, which like- 
wise makes the sore more angry. In such cases as these I have nearly 
effected a cure by dressing the wound with tincture of iodine or the 
acid nitrate of mercury. 

The profession is more and more convinced of the great utility of 
caustics in many diseases; were it otherwise, surgery would be deprived 
of a valuable remedy, and the obstetric art robbed of the only means of 
curing the most distressing cases of uterine infiammation. Patiente 
would thus have to drag on from year to year their weary load of mis- 
ery, with the only hope that the cessation of menstruation, by putting 
an end to the physiological liability of the womb might also check its 
liability to infiammation. — London Lancet. 



Injections and Irrigation of the Bladder. 

BY D. D. SLADB, M. D., BOSTON. 

Although the benefits to be derived from injections and irrigation of 
the bladder, in various morbid conditions of this organ, are by no means 
unknown to the profession, I feel confident that with us, at least, this 
therapeutic measure is not se generally employed a9 the beneficial re- 
sults attained would seem to warrant I propose to offer a few obser- 
vations upon the history, object, and manner of using injections and ir* 
rigation in diseases of the vesical cavity. 

I do not iSnd that any special mention is made of injections or irriga* 
ion of the bladder previous to the eat\y part o^ l\i^ V^t ^\it3itY> ejid 
then cbieSj in reference to the solution oi itou^ va VX^ 0T^v[i% k.V'^dB^ 
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period Dr. Hales, of England, showed the possibility of passing a stream 
through the cavity by means of a double-current catheter. His experi* 
snents were made principally upon the lower animals. About the same 
^ime, a French surgeon, Dessault, recommended the use of the Bareges 
'prater, not only by the mouth but as injections into the bladder, for the 
purpose of dissolring stone. G-ruithuisen, a German practitioner of 
much eminence, thought that the strength of the current directed 
mgainst the stone, might be of no inconsiderable importance, and so pro- 
posed to carry a stream through his double catheter by a tube, com* 
municated with a reservoir on the top of a two-story house. Dr. But- 
ler, of Edinburgh, in 1752, made some experiments with lime-water, 
which plan was also recommended by Fourcroy, Berzelius and others. 
Amussat, Magendie, Leroy, Brodie and other practitioners, have done 
much, by their influence, to attract attention to this method of treat- 
ment of stone, and thus indirectly to introduce the use of vesical injec- 
tions for other purposes. 

Irrigation of the bladder, as a mode of treatment directed against the 
immediate disease of the organ, was, however, more particularly em- 
ployed by Mr. Foot, of London, and this gentleman in fact may be said 
to have originated the practice. But it is to Civiale, that we are indebt- 
ed, at the present day, for the safe rules and conduct which should 
govern us in the employment of means, which are far from harmless 
when exercised by a careless or inexperienced hand. M. Civiale, in 1826 
in writing upon lithotrity, advocates the employment of irrigation and 
injections of the bladder, particularly in the vesical catarrh of old 
people, a practice which has now, chiefly through his instrumentality 
become fully established. In 1823, Cloquet highly recommended irri- 
gation, and exhibited, before the Academy of Medicine, a patient in 
whom he had cured vesical catarrh by this means, making use of a 
double catheter. Since that period, this method of treatment of dis- 
eases of the bladder has been more and more resorted to, especially by 
Snglisk surgeons. 

Irrigation of the bladder is more particularly to be employed in the 
treatment of catarrh, and combined with other means is a valuable aux- 
iliacy. It is particularly so, when there is a great abundance of thick 
tenacious mucus present, and where there is an atonic condition of the 
muscular walls — preventing a complete evacuation of the urine. 

It may also be directed against any existing local inflammation of a 
chronic nature, or when we desire to cleanse the organ from any depos- 
its upon its mucous membrane. 

The operation is to be performed with tepid waiter injected by means 
of a pint syringe, through a double catheter, with large eylets to prevent 
any obstruction. By making use of a double catheter, a continuous 
stream may be thrown in, the fluid, mixed with the mucus and other 
matters, passing ofl" by one tube as fast as it enters by the other. As to 
the temperature of the water used, there is some difference of opinion, 
Cloquet, Guthrie, Gross, Brodie and others, speak of tepid water as 
most beneflcial, while Civiale and his school advise cold, as being better 
adopted to rousing the contractility of the organ. As a general rule I 
ehoold advise the use of tepid water in catarrh of t\iQ \A^S^«t/vcL^%\fiL^^ 
M this mojt effeetaallj c/eanses the parietes of flie ox^^u oi VJsift \sl\x5^^%^ 
which 18 often exeesaively ropy and tenaoio\iB\ moxeoN^x \\» V^ tdls>x^ 
^gneMbJe to the feelings of the patient. Cold lYal^i m«^ \i^ ^m^Vi^^^'i 



264 Injeeiions and Irrigation of Bladder. September^ 

as CWiale recommends, when the bladder has lost its powers of contract- 
ing to its normal degree, and where the mucus is not abundant. Various 
substances may be added to the water used in irrigation, but o^ these I 
shall speak more especially when treating of injections. 

In the operation of injecting or irrigating the bladder, it will be found 
to contribute greatly to the comfort of the patient, if, instead of fixing 
the nozzle of the syringe directly upon the catheter itself, we connect 
the two instruments by means of an elastic tube either of caoutchouc or 
of gutta percha. In this way no shock can be conveyed from the hand 
directing the syringe to the bladder, often so excessively sensitive. A 
tube of similar materials and of any desired length, may also be attached 
to the other tube of the catheter, so that the fluid may easily be con- 
veyed to a vessel placed for its reception, without danger of wetting the 
patient. The vulcanized indian rubber bottle, similar to those of the 
ordinary enema apparatus, may often be advantageously substituted for 
the common syringe, because it can be worked with one hand only, leav- 
ing the other free to adjust the catheter. Irrigation is not to be prac- 
tised more than once or possibly twice in twenty-four hours, and not al 
all if there are symptoms of acute inflammation present. 

Injections into the bladder are applicable in the same cases where ir- 
rigation is employed. There are certain cases of vesical irritability ac- 
companied by a greater or less abundance of the muco-purulent deposit 
of which I have spoken, in which there is no evidence of inflammatory 
action — and which, in fact, has mot existed, all the morbid symptoms 
present being due to an atonic or relax condition of the mucous mem- 
brane. No antiphlogistic, treatment can be applicable in cases of this 
description, but injections^ particularly of a stimulating nature, are 
highly useful. 

In many cases where injections are applicable, we shall find that the 
introduction of the catheter gives great pain on account of the highly 
sensitive condition of the urethra. This condition must be overcome, 
and the urethra prepared by the gradual introduction of instruments. 
For this purpose we must make use of the wax bougie, introducing only 
80 much of the instrument at a time as can be borne easily. This treat- 
ment is to be continued until the morbid sensitivenes is overcome — a 
length of time which varies according to circumstances. The injections 
should at first, at least, be tepid, and should be thrown very slowly into 
the bladder, the urine having previously been drawn off, and should be 
retained only so long as the organ can tolerate it — generally from one 
to five or ten minutes. The quantity at first should also be very small, 
and if any medicinal agent is added to the water, the solution thus 
formed should be very weak. 

Ii^stead of a single injection, two may be thrown in— one immedia« 
tely after the other, and about a quarter part of the second injection 
should be allowed to remain in the bladder. 

The injections should not be renewed oftener than two or three timet 

a week, especially at the commencement, and not even as frequently if 

thet'e be any contra-indications. Combined with these, we must advise 

other appropriate treatment — rest, demulcent drinks, baths, anodyne 

an em at a. 

M, Civiale recommends very highly the use of cold injections also to 

arouse the dormant contractility of ttieXAaddaT. lY^^^ m^^\i^V^^T^* 

course to when the use of the catbLotet liaa c^au^^ Vi ^x<i\\.^ vn^ \ix\2u^ 
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tion about the neck of the bladder. Tepid water is employed for the 
first injection, to the amount of three or four wineglassfuls only. The 
texxiperature of the water is gradually lowered to about 60® , and as soon 
as the patient is able to bear the contact of the cold water without pain, 
\m<^ or three injections in immediate succession are thrown into the 
blm^der. These have frequently the effect of exciting the bladder to 
contract, and this being once attained, the disease progresses favorably. 
Compound injections of various kinds, astringent, anodyne and al- 
terative, may be employed. For this purpose, alum, lead, nitrate of sii- 
Ter,.ereosote, opium, laudanum, iodine, nitric acid, extracts, tinctures 
and decotions of various substances, have been thrown into the blad- 
fcr with more or less benefit. Without advocating the use of one 
«f these articles above another, I would merely remark that in the 
greatest number of cases injections of pure water are most suitable. — 
Cotton Med, and Sur, Jour, 



Ibe Essential Oil of Matico, whether Fore, or combined with Bal- 
sam of Copaiva, in the Treatment of Gonorrhoea. 

Dr. A. Favrot has communicated to V Union Medicale, an article on 
the use of Matico in blenorrhoea. 

Matico (piper angustifolium) is a Soutl» American pepper-plant (len- 
tisk,) first introduced into France by Mr. Dorvault, at the time of the 
London Exhibition, when it was presented as a powerful astringent, 
and an excellent antihemorrhagic, and the various formuldD given by its 
importer all agreed with these properties. At present preparations of 
matico are largely employed in materia medica. In 1855, the decoction 
of leaves of matico, administered internally by English physicians, 
having given good results in cases of gleet, I was induced to make some 
experiments with it. Matico has, however, long been used in Peru in 
analogous cases; thus in the Medical Flora^ published in that country, 
we read in Vol. I., page 28, the following remark: Incolos ad gonor-^ 
rkoROi etulcera carter osa a lue venerea ortas extirpendaSj decoctum affattm 
kauriunl. In another direction, Mr. Grimault, the successor of Dor« 
vault, in continuing the researches of his predecessor, acquired the cer- 
tainty that matico owed its properties to the la^ge quantities of essen- 
tial oil contained in it, and which had not been turned to account in 
tiie majority of the preparations hitherto employed. Having obtained 
a certain quantity of this essential oil, he had capsules prepared with it, 
and; at my desire, intrusted me with their trial. I had already employ- 
ed matico in the form of decoctions, injections, and extracts, effecting a 
enre in some cases, and failing in others, and being confident in these 
data, I placed great reliance in the employment of the essential oil. The 
results were, in fact, most satisfactory ; but the diuretic action was so 
strong, that this medication, notwithstanding its advantages, still offered 
serious drawbacks. 

Finally, by dint of essaying and experimenting, we succeeded in ob- 
taining a preparation, which appeared to be perfect, by combining the 
euiential oil of matico with balsam of copaiva, in the following i^t^« 
portions: 

Balsam of e<^aiva, 100 graina. 
Essence of mfttico, 5 gralm, 
Maguei'uL, qaantam aoff. 
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for 100 pills, coated with gluten upon Kaqnin's process. Baeli of then 
pills eontains one grain of the balsam of copaiva and 5-100th8 of a grain 
of the essential oil, representing fiilj grains of matico employed. In 
this combination the copaira completely loses its characteristic taste, 
and by the addition of this essence, which is somewhat similar to tho 
essence o£ peppermint, I remarked not only that the capsules thus com- 
posed were more active than the capsules known as Baqoin's and 
Mothes', but farther, that they never occasioned any unpleasant eruo- 
tations. 

I have treated acute and chronic blennorrhooa with this preparation 
during nearly four years, and 1 am at present strictly certain of its ef- 
ficacy. I will diyide my observations into two classes: acute and chronie; 
the local mode of treatment sufficing for the first category, requires the 
injection of the capsules; the second, the local treatment, is effected by 
injections of water distilled from saturated matico, which Mr. Grimanll 
prepares in the following proportions: 

Matico, one pottnd, 
Water, two •* 

to obtain 1000 parts of water. It is essential to leave the matico in con- 
tact with cold water during twenty-four hours before distillation takes 
place. 

OBSERVATIONS ON BLENNORRHGBA TREATED AT THE OUTSET AND dTREB 

BY SIMPLE INJECTIONS. 

Ohs, 1. — M. X., twenty-two years of age, a government clerk, fair, 
and of lymphatic temperament, consulted me for a greenish running, 
that had appeared the day before ; inflammation of the meatus, sharp 
pains in making water, nothing in the groin or in the testicles. Six days 
previously he had received the disease from a woman just through her 
courses. On injecting morning and evening, at the end of two days 
he was sensibly better; the running had changed from a greenish- white 
to a yellowish-white. I continued the injections, A fortnight later I 
saw M. X. again, when he told me that he had been completely relieved 
on the seventh day of the treatment, and that he had delayed visiting 
me until assured of his cure. 

Ohs. 2. — M. X., forty-two years of age, had contracted disease from 
a woman four months pregnant, he experienced frequent necessities to 
make water, and an itching along the canal. On the fourth day, upon 
waking, he perceived a drop on the meatus, by pressing the gland. I 
saw him at two o'clock, when the running had declared itself; it was a 
muco-purulent liquid. I gave him an injection morning and evening; 
the next day he was sensibly better, and on the fourth day he was com- 
pletely cured. Two months later, M. X. called upon me in the same 
state; and this time the injections had to be continued during eight 
days. I could multiply observations of this sort in which distilled ma- 
tico water always produced satisfactory results; but it is important that 
the running should be treated at the outset, and that the patient main- 
tain a strict regimen. 

OBSERVATIONS ON SUB-AOUTE BLENNORRH(EA. 

When inflammation has existed for some time, and the running has 
acquired a certain density, I have very rarely obtained a definite re* 
8ult with iDJectiouB alone; but havewYxeii co\sx\>\ii^^ Vvi^a. ^v^^\s\»^ ^£ 
matico. 
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Ob$. 1.— *M. X., artisi) twenty-nine years of age, dark, sanguine tern* 
perament, consulted me for blennorrhcea six weeks old; various treat* 
ments had already been employed without success. Upon my advice, 
he took an injection morning and evening, and on the third day he 
thought himself cured; but two days later, in consequence of a slight 
deviation from his regimen, the running reappeared, and apparently 
more abundantly. Fresh injections were followed during eight conseo* 
utive days, when he was apparently cured; but without any known cause 
he had a relapse. After ascertaining that there was no contraction of 
tiie canal I decided to prescribe matico capsules, conjointly with the in* 
Section, and upon the seventh day afber prescribed the patient was 
definitely cured. 

Ohi, 2. — M. B., law student, twenty-two years of age. Blennorrhcea 
of more* than six months date. He had tried every possible mode of 
treatment; capsules of every species and injections of all sorts. Ho con- 
sulted me regarding a drop that appeared every morning upon waking; 
lie was alarmed, because under the influence of the slightest deviation 
of the regimen, either respecting diet or coition, he experienced a green- 
ish-yellow running instead of one drop. After ascertaining that no 
oontraction existed, I ordered him to take twelve capsules and two in- 
jections per day. This treatment was very regularly followed during a 
fortnight, and at the end of that time I required another fortnight 
of prudence and abnegation, and the cure was complete. 

Ohs. 3. — M. X., sculptor, thirty years of age, fair, lymphatic, blen- 
oorrhoea of twelve months' date. He was tired of treating it, and had 
decided to do nothing more for it; but a marriage he had in view in- 
duced him to try my mode of treatment, on the condition, however, that 
he should not be required to change his manner of living; using coffee, 
wine, and liquors, but not to excess. After using the capsules and in- 
jections for twelve days, he was cured; nevertheless, on account of the 
long standing of the malady, I required him to continue the treatment 
one week longer. A month later, M. X. came to thank me and announce 
his marriage. 

Summary. — It is evident that matico, or the active principle it con- 
tains, is not a universal panacea in all cases of runnings, and that when 
there is a determinative cause, such as a contraction (which should al- 
ways be ascertained,) or an affection of the prostate, and especially any 
weakness or relaxation of the seminal vesicles — for I have often seen 
runnings produced by inflammation caused by the sperm remaining up- 
on the mucous membrane of the urethra, without the latter being pre- 
viously lubricated by the prostatic fluid (as it happens in cases of sper- 
matorrhoea) — it is evident, I say, that when there is a distinct cause, 
matico will produce little or no effect; but I wish to point out, that in 
oases of simple, acute, sub-acute, and chronic runnings, preparations of 
matico have given me the most certain and definitive results. 

In the case of women, I have obtained, and daily obtain, even more 
remarkable results in cases of chronic leucorrhcea. These yellowish- 
white runnings, which are brought on by slight fatigue, or excess of 
any sort, or even simply before or after their periods, often undergoing 
auoh sudden modifications, that although harmless at certain times, they 
may become very dangerous. The internal use of the capsules, and 
especially the direct application of a lint or cotton dossil^ ^t«^^m^V^ 
rolled in pulverized matico^ and left in contact wil\i X^Elq "g^tXj^ ^^Tvci% 
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iwelve days, have afforded me excellent results. — American Medical 
Tunes. 



Pathological Soetety of Landon. 

DR. COPLABn), PRESIDENT. 
SPECIFIC GRAVItY OP THE BRAIN. 

Dr. Peacock had preriously brought before the Society Bome obser- 
vationg upon the specific gravity of the brain. On the present occasion 
he gave an account of the specific gravity of the cerebrum in nine cases, 
taking distilled water as 1000. Cerebrum, 1034; cerebellum, 1041; 
pons Varolii, 1040. The specific gravity of the whole brain together, 
1039. One object also was to show that the brain does increase in size 
and weight after the age of seven years, although the contrary had been 
stated by Sir William Hamilton. It does increase up to &om the 
twenty-second to the twenty-fifth year. 

Dr. Copland corroborated the views taken by Dr. Peacock relatiye to 
the brain increasing in size up to adult age. 

• Dr. Crisp wished to know if any observations had been made baar- 
ing on the solidity of the brain and the intellectual powers. 

OSSEOUS TUMOR IN THE ABDOMEN. 

Dr. Peacock also exhibited, for Dr. Thurnham of Devizes, an osse- 
ous tumor found in the abdomec, connected with the omentum; it was 
ascertained that it was not connected with the uterus or ovaries, and 
therefore was not an ossified fibrous tumor of the uterus. 

EXCISION OP THE ENTIRE TONGUE. 

Mr. Henry Thompson exhibited, for Dr. Fiddes of Kingston, Jamai* 
oa, the entire tongue, removed by that gentleman from a man of mid* 
die age in December, 1860. He believed that no other operation would 
suffice to remove the disease, which appeared to be epithelioma, and he 
therefore adopted the method which Mr. Syme had previously employed^ 
namely, that of cutting through the lip and soft parts of the chin, and 
the symphysis of the lower jaw, after extracting a oontral incisor; the 
two portions of the jaw being drawn aside by assistants, and the tongue 
well upwards. He then divided, by means of blunt pointed scissora^ 
the mucous membrane and connexions in the mouth, and, with a bia- 
ioury, the attachments of the tongue close to the dyoid bone. It was a 
point of importance to cut and tie one lingual artery before dividing the 
other. This case was the second in which Dr. Fiddes had thus operated 
with success. In both, the function of taste and the power of articula- 
tion had been partially resumed after the operation, as the patient re* 
covered. The first case was reported in the Edinburgh Monthly JouT" 
nal for 1859. Dr. Fiddes had sent this specimen over for presentation 
to the Society, in part to announce the success of the proceeding, and 
in part to ask that a special report on the nature of the disease might 
be made. 

Mr. Hutchinson wished to know whether, in this particular speoimeD| 
it really was necessary to remove the entire organ. He mentioned a 
case of more extensive disease than this which had been completely re* 
moved by ligature from the mouth. 
A committee was appointed to examine iVie ti^ecm^u. 
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NUMEROUS PROSTATIC CALCULI. 

Mr. Henry Thompson also showed some typical examples of prosta* 
tic calculi, removed from a man aged eighty-nine years, who died re- 
cently. He had been the subject of hemiplegia for thirteen years, and 
during the last few months of his life he had been bed-ridden. At the 
post-mortem, the right hemisphere of the cerebrum was found to be 
softened throughout, and traces of an old blood clot were found in the 
corpus striatum. The arteries at the base of the brain were much thick- 
ened, and indurated with calcified deposits in their coats. There was a 
small phosphatic calculus in the right kidney; the left had numerous 
small cysts in its substance. The bladder was thickened and fasiculat- 
ed, and tlie prostate was somewhat enlarged. Occupying a cavity in 
each lateral lobe, and also immediately beneath the veru montanum, 
were numerous dark-colored calculi, very hard in texture, with polished 
surfaces; each calculus having several irregular facets, varying from the 
size of a grain of pearl-barley to that of a pea. These characters dis- 
tinguished them completely from calculi of renal or of vesical origin; 
and they might be contrasted advantageously with some calculi encysted 
near to the neck of the bladder which he had recently exhibited, and 
which were of uric acid formation. The present were of phosphate and 
carbonate of lime. 

HEART DISEASE. 

Mr. Hutchinson showed this specimen for Dr. Wilson, of St. Leon- 
ards. The patient died from apoplexy at the age of forty-seven 
years. 

Dr. Copland remarked that nearly forty years ago he had pointed 
out the connexion which existed between disease of the heart and dis* 
ease of the brain. 

Dr. Peacock believed that it was a case of malformation of the aortic 
valves. 

MEDULLARY CANCER OF THE TESTIS. 

Mr. Hutchinson showed this form from a patient aged forty-four 
years. Nearly two years ago he felt pain in the testis and cord. The 
testis became hard and enlarged. It slowly increased, and thickening 
of the cord was felt. No glands were swollen. The long history seemed 
to coutra-indicate malignant disease, and there was no cachexia. It was 
removed after a preliminary puncture, and proved to be cerebriform 
cancer of a firmer consistence than usual. 

POSTERIOR TRIBAL NERVE. 

Mr. Hutchinson also exhibited this specimen from a man who died of 
tetanus twelve days after receiving a charge of shot in the legs. Two or 
three shot had been lodged in the nerve, as well as a portion of bone 
driven into the nerve. The other knee was shattered, and was excised. 
On the ninth day tetanus occurred, and it was clearly connected with 
the leg in which was the injured nerve, and not in the limb which had 
the knee excised, as was proved by no tetanic spasms oocuring from ir* 
ritation of it, but taking place instantly on the slightest irritation of 
the other limb. 

CnROmO HYDROCEPHALUS. 

Dr, Hermann Weber exhibited the brain from a cViiXi. «fi^^\fcS^ ^VBft. 
ibe shore disease. The enlargement of the head toot -^jVaft^ aX\.«t VoIOdl^ 



270 PatMogicdU Sooiety &f London. September, 

and was observed first in the %Mi month. In the eleventh month the 
oircumference was 23^^\' the distance from the upper insertion of one 
ear to that of the other, VJ^\ that from the root of the nose to the oo- 
cipital protuberance, 1T\ Other plans of treatment having failed, six 
ounces of fluid were removed by puncture, and slight compression was 
applied afterwards. Symptoms of inflammatory irritation came on a 
few days later, and the child died five weeks after the operation. The 
cranial bones were extremely thin, exhibiting insular spots of want of 
ossification; the fontanelles and sutures widely open. The lateral ven- 
tricles ajid the third ventricle of the brain, forming one cavity, were en- 
ormously distended by the fluid amounting to seven pounds eight 
ounces, being sixteen times more than the weight of the brain sub- 
stance. The lining membrane of the ventricles was much thickened. 
The convolutions on the superior surface of the hemispheres were com- 
pletely effaced; the brain substance, forming the roof of the ventricles, 
was on some points scarcely thicker than the lining membrane of the 
ventricles. There was only a feeble trace of the corpus callosum, and 
none of the fornix and pineal gland. The corpora quadrigemina were 
transformed into a hollow bag. The iter a tertio ad quartum ventricu- 
lum was open, yet the fourth ventricle was not distended. The site of 
the infundibulum and the corpora albican ti was occupied by a large bag 
with thin walls. Dr. Weber pointed out that no method of treatment 
can have much chance with such a condition of the brain. 

Mr. Ballard remarked on the course which chronic hydrocephalus 
is wont to run, indicating two classes into which these cases might be 
divided. 

Dr. Broadbent was inclined to believe that some traces of the parts 
named were present. 

INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION. 

Mr. Lawson showed a portion of the ileum, caecum, and large intes- 
tine, in which complete obstruction existed during life. He opened the 
abdomen, and found the cause to be scirrhus. The patient was first 
seen on April 15th, suffering from symptoms which were removed by a 
purge. On the 22nd stercoraceous vomiting commenced; and when 
Mr. Lawson saw her on the 24th it was occurring every half-hour. It 
was decided to open tht abdomen ; scirrhus was found, the parts re* 
turned, and she died soon afler. 

Mr. Hutchinson remarked that he believed there was no record of 
such an operation ever having been successful. 

Dr. Crisp, Mr. Canton, and some other gentlemen joined in the dis- 
cussion. 

A PORTION OF A SKULL WITH AN EXOSTOSIS GROWING FROM ITS 

INNER SURFACE. 

. Dr. Gibb exhibited a specimen of the above which he had removed 

jfrom an elderly woman, who had died of delirium tremens. She had 

been subject to epileptic fits the greater part of her life, and latterly 

had become intemperate, which brought on delirium tremens on three 

or four occasions. At the autopsy, the membranes of the brain were 

found to be highly congested, amounting to inflammation in some 

places. On the inner surface of one of the parietal bones was a project- 

lag, Bmooth knob, of the size of a T&e%\i, vj^iVciVi \i^ \i^\^^^^ ^^'s* \k^ 

ouuae of the epilepsy. The co-eMileuce o£ e^vie^^i wi\^0!:YcvNMft.\jLv 
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mens he thoaght a cirotimsiance of muck interest, and not of frequent 
occarrenoe. — London Lancet, 



Case of Double Congenital Cataract Operated on with Success at 

the Age of Eighteen. 

BY A. M. CADE, M. D. 

While waiting till I have leisure to prepare my new observations npon 
the good effects of the use of arnica and aconite in the treatment of cat« 
aract, permit me to give you a description of one of the last cures I have 
been called to attempt. Besides, cases of congenital cataract not ope- 
rated on before the age of puberty are not so common but that every 
one deserves a particular notice. 

The following is the case : — Mile. Louise A., of Montnessat, 18 years 
old, had the misfortune to be born with a double cataract, and to belong 
to a family which believed in the stupid prejudice that the establish- 
ment of the menses would bring a spontaneous cure of the blindness of 
their child. When the period of puberty arrived, her parents, seeing 
that the appearance of menstruation did not bring any change in the 
vision of their daughter, at last decided to consult me. What was their 
regret, when I told them that the operation at the age of ten or twelve 
months would have as much as, if not more chance of success than at 18 
years, and that they had, besides, lost valuable time for the education of 
their child. Fortunately, this young lady has great intelligence, and 
will rapidly acquire the knowledge resulting from the use of her eyes. 

October 15th, 1860, assisted by M. L. Mure, I operated by depresso- 
reclination^ upon both eyes of Mile. Louiee. The cataract being sil- 
iquose, it was not without difficulty that I succeeded in keeping the 
t-wo layers of the opaque capsule immersed in the vitreous humer; they 
constantly strove to come up into the field of the pupil. In order to 
prevent the effects of the wound caused by the needle, I put my patient 
on the use of arnica and aconite, administered alternately, according to 
my method. Perfect quiet was enjoined; a sleep of four hours during 
the first night was accompanied by a gentle moisture of the skin. The 
two following days the pulse was slow and depressed; then it recovered 
progressively its normal force and rhythm. 

It is impossible for me to depict the joy and astonishment which the 

r^tient experienced on the first raising of the bandage, the eighth day. 
then witnessed the following condition : The left pupil is clear and 
completely free ; but the right is occasionally obstructed by the catar- 
act, which floats in the posterior chamber and produces the phenomenon 
of intermittent vision. At her age I rely upon its prompt absorption, 
and if, contrary to my expectation, it should be otherwise, I should re- 
sort to extraction by means of the ingenious serre tele of M. Charriere. 
Let me say a word now of the curious phenomena, or rather strange 

*By the tenn depresso-reclination, I mean a mixed procedure of depression in which 
depression of the cataract is associated with its reciination; that is to say, before tip* 
ping the lens into the inferior and external part of the vitreous humor, I t&ke c^x^ns^ 
lower it a little yerticall/ until a Bemilnu&r opening appears in lYie 'V]^^«t ^WV ^\ ^<^ 
pnpj}. By til's method we prevent, during the dwplBcemetit o? l\i« c«^.w«jc\., «kV^«it • 
life AJUDg of the leas into the tLnterior chamber, or tne too immedvaXA ^oT&.v^ra&*^V^^^^ 
ii0 r^ium or choroid coat. 



273 Ifiguinal Birnia. September, 

aberrations, wbicb tbis sense of Tision, putting her in relation for the 
first time with the external world, has presented to us. The first sen- 
sation of light produced so lively a feeling that the ejes were seized 
with convulsive movements, and it was onlj after having established 
twilight in the room, and after numerous oscillations, that the globes 
of the eyes maintained their equilibrium. When the organ of vision 
was accustomed to the light, I attempted some experiments and observ- 
ed the following facts : When an object is presented to Mile. Louise, 
she can neither appreciate its form nor color ; she is obliged to touch 
it, to tell its name or use. The laws of visual accommodation are lost for 
her; thus, she judges distances so inaccurately that she constantly 
places her hand beyond the objects she wishes to grasp. Besides, this 
young lady has been so in the habit of using the sense of touch to sup- 
ply that of sight, that, after having the name of an object pointed out 
to her, she feels the need of taking hold of it and manipulating it in 
every direction, so as to fix the form of it as well as its other character- 
istics in her memory. When an object has been presented to this 
double inspection it remains impressed on the memory, and Mile. 
Louise can name it by the exclusive use of her eyes, even four or five 
days after a first trial. 

I have no doubt that education, which has to be commenced for her, 
will complete the use of vision, aided by the ideas the so highly devel- 
oped sense of touch will give her. 

I regret that the hurried departure of my patient, who was impatient 
to return to her parents, did not permit me to follow out and complete 
the study of her case. 



Case of Ingoiual Hernia. 
Mr. Kegan, aet. 48, a laborer, ruptured himself by lifting a heavy gate, 
May 20, 1861, at 2 p. m. May 21, at 8 o'clock a. m., I was called, and 
found a large hernial tumor upon the left side. He had made several 
attempts to put it back himself, but could not succeed. After making 
an examination of the parts, I commenced the taxis and continued it 
for two hours without success. At 11 A. m. I returned with Dr. Krak- 
owizer. We administered chloroform and then tried to reduce it, but 
failed after one hour's trial. At 2 P. M., I again made efforts at reduc- 
tion, but did not succeed. At 6 P. H., Dr. John O'Eiley of Fourth 
street called in consultation. We resolved to try the taxis once more 
with the aid of a hot bath. The patient was retained in it until he be- 
came faint, and we then made another attempt, but unsuccessfully. It 
then became evident that there was no other method of reducing the 
hernia but by an operation. Dr. John O'Eiley administered chloro« 
form. I operated in the usual manner, proceeding with care until I 
opened the sac and divided the external ring. I then attempted to 
reduce the contents, but failed, until the canal was entirely slit up 
to the internal ring, when I succeeded in reducing the strangulated 
intestine. 
That portion of the intestine which we found down, proved to be the 
MJ^moid £ezure of the colon. It is quite unusual to find this portion 
of the bowel in a hernial tumor. Tbete viaa uo \v^mort\i«i^^- YL^^^ 
ihen placed in bed, and perfect rest and qmelue^a ^w^wi^^. \ ^^^ 
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him tea drops of morphine (Magendie Sol.,) with diriotions to ketp 
cold water constantly applied to the wound. I returned in three hours, 
and ordered hyd. sub. mur. gr. ij. pulv opii gr. i. every two hours until 
ht had taken ten grs. of the submuriaa. It was then discontinued, and 
the opium, which I think is superior to any other article in combating 
inflammation, renewed. May 22, at 9 A. M., I found his pulse at 90, 
full, tongue slightly coated ; at 9 P. M., pulse same, and tongue same, 
no pain or tenderness ; ordered the opium to be continued with ice ana 
gruel. 

May 23. — Pulse 90 ; tongue moist, slight pain across the epigastrium, 
Ttry slight pain in the region of the wound ; no thirst, skin cool, urine 
free, and sleeps very well. Diet and medicine to be continued as be- 
fore. 

May 24. — Pulse 90 ; skin moist, urine free, no movement of the bow- 
els ; slight pain at times across the epigastrium ; tongue cleaning at the 
tip ; countenance good, wound looking healthy. Continue the cold 
'water to the wouod, and opium internally. At 4 p.m. I ordered ol. ri- 
01 ni 3ss. to be given him ; in three hours it operated freely. 

May 25, 10 a.m. — Pulse 105; skin moist, cleaning; scrotum swollen 
and inflamed; applied cold water, and continued medicine as before. 

May 26, 10 a.m. — Pulse 102 ; skin moist, tongue moist and cleaning; 
no tenderness, no pain; some eflusion of pus into the scrotum, but not 
as much inflammation as yesterday. 

May 27, 10 a.m — Pulse 90; tongue almost clean, wound looking 
healthy. I removed the stitches, and bandaged him up again. Bow- 
els moved, urine free. Continue the opium as before with the same 
diet. 

May 28, 10 A.M. — Pulse 84; no unfavorable symptom, the discharge 
from the wound being free and healthy ; scrotum slightly swollen. From 
this date he continued to improve until June 20, when the wound was 
healed. I then applied a truss with a spring pad, made expressly for 
Idm hy 3Ir. Tiemann, of 83 Chambers street. 

This man labored under, first, an old rupture of seven years' 0tand« 
ing; secondly, under bad hygienic influences, such as living in a sbantj 
surrounded by a pool of stagnant water ; yet he had not an untoward 
symptom. — Am, Med, Times, 



The Great Kistake of Toung Fhysieianf . 

For the most part, young medical men commit a great mistake on 
first starting. They overhouse themselves. Their establishment eaff 
them up. They have not the courage to live in a small way. Then 
they marry too early. It is a virtue on their part, and speaks volumee 
in their favor. But house expenses are certain, and professional re- 
turns uncertain. Children must be fed; servants must be paid. The 
wile likes the habits of a lady, decorates her rooms, and receives her 
friends, while her husband lives in the streets, that he may live in a 
xnansion. For a mansion it is to him, that vast pile of bricks and mot> 
tar, for which he pstfs an enormous rent, and which lie \ia.% f\iLTTi\[^uA 
htraad hig Deed. For the Bweet^ of life are nnknoiwii XoWni. ^Am 
$mB aaJjfor bis dmilj bremd. He has ao Unae Cot ^\\^ii^* ISLe 
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never receive properly. His occupations nniit Him for doing so. His 
real post, and the one in which he shines, is the sick chamber of the 
wealthy and the hovels of the poor. Beyond their precincts, he is no- 
body. How can it be otherwise ? If he is a man of fashion, he is unfit 
for his profession ; or, if he be a philosopher, he is unfit for his fashion. 
Add to these eccentricities and burdens, an equipage — a shitting, well- 
turned out equipage! This is the climax of folly that has brought many 
a general practitioner to the ground. It is time enough to ride in s 
carriage when you have realized capital, or should be lucky enough to 
possess some private means of your own. Only, private means alters 
the question, which, as we are now looking at it, is one of pure, unaided, 
professional ability. — Med, Critic and Phys, Jour, 



EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 



Commercial Hospital. 

We hope our readers will not think we devote too much time and 
space to the consideration of the afifairs tf this institution. It is well 
known to the profession, that from its infancy more or less trouble has 
existed in consequence of the manner in which its internal affairs were 
controlled. Since the change in the law, under the appointment of the 
new board, which is composed of gentlemen who are not controlled by 
college or clique, we see quite a change in the condition of things. The 
Board has appointed the Medical Stafif, sixteen in numbei:, whtwe pro- 
fessional services are rendered gratuitous. Some of the appointmentfl 
may not be the most judicious, but the change is one of such importance 
that we cannot but rejoice over it. Students are now to be admitted on 
equal terms from all the schools, and we are satisfied that no partiality 
will be shown; but should we be disappointed in this, we will ferret ou€ 
the offender and "lash the rascal, naked, round the world/' 

Mr. Watson, the superintendent, is a gentleman well qualified for the 
position he occupies, and under his care and skill the shades of dark- 
ness are rapidly disappearing, and soon we may expect to see all con- 
nected with the establishment wearing the pleasant smiles consequent 
upon improvement and a well regulated household. When Leotures be. 
gin we shall endeavor to present our readers with such dinicaU mattex 
as may be deemed of importance. 



Cincinnati Orphan Asylum and Homosopatiijr. 

Alack-a-day 'tis done; and now that His happened, we will say tlhat 

we always knew 'twould come to pass. Some of the ladies, dear soals 

who compoae the Board of Managers of the Orphan Asylum of this citj 

fbrfear- the little innocents of that iuats\iu\iou m^X^ ^'oSi^t VaiSW lift 

with bad teetb from the cdleniy givau i\iQm\iv^^>x\ATA^^)m»V|^iift 
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ncLsiy Allopatliio doctors bave elected a Homoeepathist to the medical 
department. They think, kind creatures, if sugar pellets and sweetened 
water will do no good, they'll do no harm ; and besides, they do not 
produce those contortions of the little ones' cotintenances like those bit* 
ter potions and nauseous powders that used to be given them, and which 
always gave them so much pain to witness. 'Tis woman-like to be ten- 
der hearted, but many a mother whose tender heartedness, not subject to 
reason, has prevented her Willie from being coerced for fear of giving 
him pain, has had to endure to have the same WiUie^ when he became a 
man, checked off from this mundane sphere by the hangman, that soci* 
ety might be rid of his pestiferous presence. The kindest measures da 
not always result the most agreeably. 

Three of the ladies composing the Board, Miss Brown, Mrs. Stillb, 
and another whose name we cannot now call to mipd, we are happy to 
say voted against employing the institution in giving encouragement to 
a miserable system of quackery. These ladies deserve all honor for the 
good sense they displayed in taking a firm stand against humbuggery, 
and we have not the least doubt the profession will accord it to them. 

Two of the ladies, we understand, who voted in favor of the measure 
have sons who are regular physicians ; and that some of the others do 
not employ Homoeopathy in their families. This, among gentlemen, 
would be considered inconsistent; but among ladies, we presume, whose 
ideas of consistency are oftentimes somewhat peculiar, there has been 
no infraction in this respect. ^ 



Academy of Medicine. — This organization, after a recess of some 
time daring the hot weather of summer, has recommenced its weekly 
meetings. On the evening of the 9th, a discussion followed upon the re- 
port of a case of Progressive Paralysis by Dr. Murphy. The disease, as 
we understand, first manifested itself in the individual by symptoms of 
difficult deglutition, attended with a gradual failure of the power of 
speech. Since its inception the upper extremities have become some- 
what involved. The Dr. presumed that sooner or later, the case would 
prove fatal. 

Besides this case, other cases of the disease were reported by Dig. 

Carroll and Baker. The latter gentleman, in one of his cases, had em* 

ployed galvanism, but without any beneficial influence. Dr. M'llvaine 

stated that M. Nonat dissenting from the views of M. Duchenne, had: 

prescribed for a similar case iron and quinine with the happiest results. 

The youth to whom it was administered left the hospital cured. By 

some oversight of the secretary, pro, tem,y these remarks of Bt. ^^'SX* 

yaine did not appear npoa the minutes — ^we gWe lli^ia Va ^x^«t \x^ vq:%» 
pif the defects % 
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Ohio State Medical Society. — Four moDths ago this Society held a 
xneating at the Ohio White Sulphur Springs, transacting the usual 
atnount of business, all done up in the usual way, and yet we have not 
heard from the publishkig committee who have the minutes under 
charge — what has become of the minutes? 



Dr. W. H. M*Reynolds.— This gentleman, we understani, has re- 
ceived the appointment of Assistant Physician to Longview Lunatic As- 
ylum at a salary of one thousand per annum. We consider the ap- 
pointment a yery good one; and have no doubt but that the Dr. will ap- 
ply himself diligently to the study of insanity, and that through him 
the science of psychology will receive material advancement. ♦ 



SuEOEON Appointments to the Army. — Of the numerous appoint- 
ments of surgeons to the army we do not pretend to give but a few that 
come under our own personal observation. To give all that are ap- 
pointed would occupy more space in our journal than we think would 
be profitable. 

Among the appointments that have lately been maje, we learn that 
Dr. W. H. Clendenin, and Dr. O'Leary of this city, have each been ap- 
pointed Brigade Surgeon — the firdt to General Rosecrans, and the latter 
to General Couch. Dr. D. E. Wade, of Cincinnati, has been appointed 
Surgeon, and Dr. B. F. Miller, of Cincinnati, Assistant Surgeon to the 
Second Ohio Regiment, Col. Harris. Dr. Charles Thornton, and Dr. 
George Sprague, of Cincinnati, have been appointed Surgeon, and Assis- 
tant Surgeon respectively, to Col Taylor's CavalryJ Regiment, now at 
Oamp Corwin. Dr. L. A. James, of Cincinnati, and Dr. M'Millen of 
Kentucky, have been appointed Surgeon and Assistant Surgeon to Col. 
Kennett's Regiment now at Camp Gurley, and designed for service in 
Missouri. Drs. Ludlow, Geo. E. Jones, Kingston Goddard, and Thos. 
J. Kearney have received commissions as Assistant Surgeons in the U. 
S. Navy, and have been ordered into service upon the gun boats in the 
Mississippi river. Later appointments than these have been those of 
Drs. C. P. Brent, and M. T. Carey, of Cincinnati, to the Forty -Eighth 
and Fifty-Second Ohio Regiments respectively. 

In Indiana there has been the following Brigade Surgeon appoint- 
ments: Drs. J. S. Bobbs, W. B. Stewart, and M. C. Thompson. 

In niinois, Drs. D. Prince, J. W. Freer, J. V. Z. Blaney, T. Sim, J. 
H. Ranch, and S. R. Haven. * 

[ Private Course on Diseases op the Chest. — Dr. John A. Murphy 

will give a private course of lectures on the diagnosis of the Diseases 

Sf the Chest, including Auscultation and Percussion. The course will 

bi^iD November 1st. The lecture* wiUbe gvv^Ti Vu V\i^T>ftTi\a\ CckWa^^^ 

stMn hour not to interfere with the lectuien in \\ie ^<i\lOQ^a. 
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mSOELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS AND SELECTIONS. 



For the Medical and Surgical News. 

Cincinnati Academy of Medicine— Discussion of Puerperal Fever. 

The gentlemen of the Academy of Medicine for several successive 
meetings have been discussing the subject of puerperal fever. The 
prelude to the discussion was the reading of a paper upon the subject 
by Br. Gans. We were not present during the reading, and, therefore, 
are unable to give any outline of it. We have understood, however, 
that the position taken in it was, that the disease is a zymotic one, pro- 
ceeding from a blood poison, and that it is contagious in its charac- 
ter. 

This evening Dr. M'llvaine opened the discussion. He asserted that 
nothing more was known of this disease at this day than there was 2261 
years ago, when Hippocrates, the father of medicine, flourished. That 
yery distinguished individual was as well informed in regard to it as the 
9aLvani% of the present day. The assertion that it was a blood disease 
was a mere mantle to cover ignorance. Chemists have never shown in 
what respect the blood was diseased. The specific gravity of blood cor- 
puscles was 1885 — there was in one thousand parts,^ of water, 688; of 
solid constituents, 312 — in the intercellular fluid, of water, 902.90; 
solid constituents, 97.10. By the analysis of Lecanu of blood taken 
from ten dififerent females, there was in one thousand parts, of water, 
804.37; albumen, 69.72; extractive matter, 9.95; red corpuscles, 115,, 
96. The analysis of blood from ten men by the same, gave in a thous- 
and parts, of water, 789.32; albumen, 67.50; extractive matter, 10,69; 
red corpuscles, 132.49. Has chemistry, or any of the advocates of the 
blood poison theory, he would enquire, been able to demonstrate any 
peculiar effect upon the globules or any other conatitxxexil Q^\\i^WQ^\ , 

by this diseaae? Indeed, bo far was it from \)eing Ode c^^e. ^^\t ^\^1^ 
17 
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forts in that respect had utterly failed. Assertion, and not demonstra- 
tion, is all that is giren in proof of any poisoning of the blood. 

Not until 1845, did this theory of blood poison begin to gain cre- 
dence in the profession. Previously, it was unanimously regarded as a 
local inflammation. Dewees, the father of midwifery in this country, 
80 regarded it, so did many others, whose names he mentioned. Fur- 
thermore, he said, post-mortems .have always exhibited marks of inflam- 
mation. The symptoms, too, were of that character — there was sup- 
pression of the lochia, tenderness over the abdomen, fever, etc. Be- 
doen says that the lochia are always suppressed. The most successful 
treatment was the antiphogistic — during a period of 197 years of com- 
batting the disease by this method, only one in five died. What treat- 
ment, he asked, based on any other principle, has met with such suc- 
cess? 

The Dr. also denied that tbe disease was contagious, and quoted De- 
wees, Meigs, Armstrong, and others, as authority in support of his dec- 
laration. 

Dr. Murphy expressed himself annoyed that any one should demand 
a demonstration of the fact of the blood being poisoned in this disease. 
There were ten thousand things in medicine, he said, that could not be 
demonstrated. Who, for instance, pretended to be able to detect by 
any chemical test the poison in intermittent fever, in small pox, in 
diphtheria, in syphilis, etc. That there was a poison in those diseases 
there was no doubt; but what chemist had been able to separate it, 
whose vision had beheld it, or what scales had been found so delicate 
as to have been able to weigh it? As to the lochia being invaria- 
bly suppressed, it was an error. He had seen cases himself where there 
"was no suppression, and De Paul says, that, as a symptom, in its epi- 
demic form, it is of no value. In three epidemics that occurred in 
France in a period of five years, there was no suppression of them. He 
also mentioned other similar epidemics. 

Cases, he said, had frequently occurred in which there was no corres- 
pondence in the constitutional disturbance and local manifestations. In 
some epidemics the symptoms had been frequency and feebleness of 
pulse, anxiety of countenance, coolness of extremities, vomiting, diar- 
rhoea, etc., with no local symptoms. Post-mortems, too, had frequently 
revealed no lesions of inflammation. 

The Dr. also insisted upon the contagiousness of the disease, and 
cited a number of cases in support of that theory. 

Prof. Tate spoke of two epidemics mentioned by Leake in which there 

was no suppression of the lochia. The statistics of Collins showed that 

the disease usually followed upon difficult labors, and '^ those in which 

much anxiety was felt b;y the patient as to the result. In such cases it 
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was not difficult to imagine how the blood became poisoned — the break- 
ing down of the molecules of the brain in the one case, and the disin- 
tegration occurring in the uterus and other muscular structures in the 
other, would fully account for the deterioration of the blood by effete 
and poisonous matter. Furthermore, instances have been known of the 
foetus in utero being affected With the disease contracted from the 
mother. 

The disease, he said, was in the habit of taking upon itself all the dif* 
fere nt characters peculiar to blood diseases, and frequently required op-* 
posite modes of treatment. As to the contagiousness of it, he thought 
there was no doubt; and, with the evidence there was of it, he consid- 
ered it morally wrong to teach otherwise. He gave a number of cases 
in illustration that had come under his own personal observation, in 
which the disease had been propagated by infection. Besides, he quoted 
cases from Denman and Simpson wherein physicians had been the bearer 
of the poison to their patients obtained from attending post-mortems. 

Dr. J. 6. Smith said that all that would be neccessary to produce an 
epidemic of puerperal fever, according to Prof. Tate's theory, would be 
to have a series of cases of difficult labors. In answer to the statment 
that many cases of the disease presented no post-mortem lesions, hd 
would say that nine tenths of all cases do. There may be instances of 
persons dying upon the first onset of the disease and no lesion of in- 
flammation produced, but the same result may occur in persons dying in 
the first stage of pneumonia. 

He asserted that it was impossible that the disease could be commu. 
nicated from the mother to the child. The arteries and veins of the 
mother and foetus did not run into each other, and, therefore, the blood 
of the latter was not the same as the blood of the former. 

Dr. E. H. Johnson said that in regard to syphilis mentioned by Dr. 
Murphy, it began as a local disease, and did not become constitutional 
until it assumed its secondary form. 

Prof. Graham stated that while practicing in the country he used to 
meet with cases of puerperal fever, the symptoms of which were of a de- 
cidedly inflammatory character. It would be ushered in by a sharp 
chill, afterwards there would be febrile reaction, strong pulse, tenderness 
over the abdomen, etc. In theae cases the lochia were suppressed. Im- 
mediately after the appearance of the black-tongue the disease assumed 
a typhoid character, and the cc^stitutional symptoms were not in cor- 
respondence with the local manifestations. It would haye also exacer- 
bations. 

The Prof, also spoke of a number of cases occurring in the Commer- 
cial HQspital of this city, in which the lochia were not suppressed^ and 
which exhibited no local inflammatory leaioii) ui^ou ^q^Vt^^tXat^.* 
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Serere Gim-iliai Wouad of Brain. 

BY GEO. B. WILLSON, X. D. 

On Jnne 2, 1860, I was sent for, to see a man, aged 20, some sixteen 
miles distant, who had heen injured hj the explosion of a gnn the day 
, previous. The messenger stated that a part of the gun -barrel had beem 
blown completely through the forehead of the patient, and had escaped 
at the back of the head. Two doctors had been called to see him a few 
hours after the accident, but failed to extract a large piece of iron which 
jet remained within the skull. On reaching the bouse I learned that 
the patient had, on the day previous, attempted to discharge an old ahot- 

fun which exploded, and that some parts of the stock, or barrel, or of 
oth, were lodged in his head. He was at first knocked down, but af- 
ter a few minutes was able, with a little assistance, to walk into the 
bouse. Since the accident he had retained consciousness unimpaired, 
and could talk rationally and with ease. His forehead felt sore, and he 
complained much of pain in his left eye, but otherwise he did not suf- 
fer. 

Every attempt to move the iron produced a feeling like tearing his 
eye out, as he expressed it. He was lying in bed with his forehead and 
one eye bandaged; skin natural; pulse slow, and rather full but quite 
compressible, 64 per minute ; breathing normal; tongue showed nothing 
unusual; mind comparatively composed, the only anxiety maniiested 
being to have the metal extracted; intellect clear, and rational; sensa- 
tion and motion unimpaired. I removed the bandages, and found the 
tissues around the left eye much swollen, the conjunctiva highly inject- 
ed with blood, and the ball itself protruding considerably. His fore- 
head was blackened and burnt with powder, and presented a large ir- 
regular opening, over two inches in length, from below upwards, and an 
inch in width. The upper part of the opening tapered to an obtuse 
point, so that it had a somewhat triangular outline, the long angle of 
which was upwards, and reached a point about half way between the 
left frontal eminence and the mesian line of the frontal bone, at the up- 
per part of the forehead; the base corresponding with the inner half of 
the superciliary ridge of the same side. From this opening disintegrat- 
ed brain substance oozed out quite freely, and according to the state- 
ment of the attendants enough to amount to half-a-dozen tablespoon- 
fuls. 

On careful examination of the wound a small portion of a screw which 
was imbedded in the brain showed itself. I soon found that the screw 
must be connected with other iron imbedded in the brain; for I found, 
on introducing my finger, that I could not reach its head, as it passed 
through another piece of metal at right angles. This latter piece of 
iron felt wider than my finger, and ran in a slanting direction from be- 
low upwards, and from before backwards. From its position and direc- 
tion I decided that the screw passed through it near its centre forming 
a T; the screw being the stem, and the unseen body the top of the T. 
One arm of the T was probably hooked down behind the posterior edge 
of the roof of the orbit and lesser wing of the sphenoid, in the middle 
fossa of the base of the skull; its point projecting into the sphenoidal 
fissure, and pressing upon the nerves and tissues at the posterior part 
of the orbit. This would account for the protrusion of the eye, and the 
paia experienced when tension was made on \)[i^ ^exe^. 'X.V'Si ^\k^t 
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arm extended upwards and backwards, towards the vertex, and probab- 
ly reached to, and lay up against, the under surface of the skull near 
the top of the head, to one side of the falx cerebri. This would account 
for my inability to lift the first arm upwards, from behind the lesser 
wing of the sphenoid, by using the screw as a lever. It seemed prob- 
able that, in such attempts, the extremity of the upper arm struck 
against the under surface of the skull, and thus prevented the elevation 
of the body. All this was merely guessing, for I could not prove its 
correctness; but as it agreed best with what I could observe, I deter- 
mined to act upon it. 

The indication was to push the presenting part of the screw upwards 
and backwards, so as to tilt the upper arm slightly downwards and back- 
wards from the under surface of the skull, and give it room to play; and 
then to lift it upwards and backwards, so as to raise the lower arm frem 
behind the lesser wing. This it was impossible to do; for, in attempt- 
ing it, the edge of the skull at the upper part of the wound would not 
admit of the rising of the screw. If the screw was a little shorter, so 
that it would pass under the edge of the skull, it would do, but it was 
impossible, as it was situated, to cut it off. Or, if the screw could be 
shoved downwards, so as to get its point within the skull, the manoeu- 
vre could be effected; but there was danger of injuring some part of 
the base of the brain in so doing. I tried it, however, and did not suc- 
ceed. Wondering at this, I put my finger down again by the screw, 
and discovered that it was slightly bent just where it came through the 
other piece, and this bend prevented its passage back. The only way 
lefl then, was to cut away a portion of the skull at the upper part of 
the wound, and thus give the screw space for the necessary movement. 
If my opinion as to the position of things and the cause of the diffi- 
culty, was correct, this would enable us to succeed; but if not, we would 
have wasted so much skull for no use. However, deeming a small piece 
of skull of but little consequence in such a case, and being fully sup- 
ported in my view by the opinion of Dr. Cromwell, who assisted me, I 
determined to enlarge the opening. I raised a small portion of the 
scalp, and with the bone forceps excised a small V-shaped portion. In 
a few minutes I had the satisfaction of lifting out the mass from its bed, 
and proving, that as to shape and position of the pieces, my inferences 
had been correct. The mass consisted of the screw^ about three inches 
in length, and the breech pin of the gun, through the middle of which 
the screw passed at nearly right angles. The breech-pin was a piece of 
iron about the size and phape of a good-sized little finger, slightly ta- 
pering at one end to a tolerable sharp point, and at the other end being 
eyiindrical and blunt, and of about five-eights of an inch in diameter. 
The large end had lain upwards, and the pointed end downwards, and, 
being small enough at the point, had probably protruded into the back 
part of the orbit. The next step was to find such other fragments of 
iron or bone as had been driven into the brain by the explosion. Af 
the cavity now seemed quite large — in fact as if all the anterior and a 
part of the middle lobe of that hemisphere had been destroyed, I did 
Dot hesitate to scoop out the disorganized cerebral substance with con- 
siderable freedom; and I think there could not have been much less 
than a teacupful extracted. I then probed the wound dee^\^ VvOtL \Ei') 
finger; and in passing it back where the large end of t\ie)aTte<^-'^YCk\wsA. 
sia, I felt, Mt the depth of over font inches and a YisXt, Vno \vwi^ ^'^ 
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oone plate, each nearly half an iocli in diameter, lying back in tlie pos* 
tenor lobe of the cerebrum. These I extracted with long narrow for- 
eeps, and afterwards several smaller pieces, and many particles — mere 
crambs — of bone from other parts of the cavity. After gently scrap- 
ing the torn and bruised walls of the cavity, and cleansing the edges and 
surfaces of the membranes, I put a plug of oiled patent lint into the 
wound, securing it by adhesive strips and a bandage. 

During the operation I had a chance to discover the amount of sen- 
sibillty which the brain possessed. I inserted my finger as far as it 
would reach back on a level with the hole in the skull, and then in* 
quired after the sensations of the patient. He answered that he felt 
something in his head as large as the body taken out. In answering to 
another question he said: — ^'It is about the middle of my head, with its 
furthest end nearly between my ears, but a little to the left side.'* I 
then put my finger in as far as I could, so as to cover half the metacar* 
pal bone also, and asked, "Do you feel it moving?'* "Yes." "How 
deep is it now?" "It is further back than my ears: it is near the back 
of my head." "Does it feel hard like iron?" "No, it is soft. It is 
your finger.'* I pressed a little with my finger, and asked, "Does that 
hurt?" "No." "Do you feel a pressure on any part?" "Yes, away in, 
far," I then put my finger on other parts, and on the surface of the 
brain, under the skull, and in each instance he could indicate the place. 
Then, taking a pair of long blunt forceps, I inserted them back into the 
wound, and inquired as to the sensation. He said that the substance 
was smaller than my finger and harder; that it felt like cold iron; and 
so on; showing that the sensation of touch was perfect, though there 
was no tenderness. His appreciation, too, of the difi*erence of tempera- 
ture, or its conduction, was shown by his saying that the iron "felt cold." 
When I expressed some surprise at the accuracy of sensation, he laughed 
and said, — "Why, I can feel everything in there, just as plainly as in 
any other part of my body." 

After the dressing, his pulse had increased in frequency to seventy- 
six, and in all respects he seemed quite natural, and expressed himself 
as "feeling much better and quite comfortable," and having no pain or 
soreness except in his eye. 

I ordered cold cloths to the swelled eye, and making a small opening 
at the lower part of the wound, for escape of matter, I directed him to 
lie on his left side and partly on his face, and promised to see him on 
the third or fourth day. 

On the fourth day I revisited him. He had needed no medicine, and 
had taken none. The cerebral substance had grown so as to fill the 
cavity to the skull. I cleansed the surface, and then made a small con- 
ical compress of lint and covered it with oiled chamois skin, and laid it 
into the opening, so as to press upon the cerebral mass. I then strap- 
ped it down tightly with adhesive straps, at the same time drawing the 
edges of the scalp tightly around the periphery of the oiled compress; 
and reapplied a bandage. I then gave his attendants very particular 
directions about dressing it, and forewarned them of the danger of her* 
nia cerebri. I told them to be sure not to allow the brain to protrude, 
but to strap the compress down tightly as they had seen me do, and to 
driBss it every day — being sure to make the compress smaller at each 
dressiag. 
On the evening of the third day aftei l^i^y ^^itiV» ^^^^ ^^> ^M^^^ '^'«>i^ 
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ihey could not prevent hernia cerebri; that it had gained on them each 
day, and now protruded some distance. I lost no time in seeing him, 
and found that firm compression was so painful that they had given up 
the attempt and left hii^ to chance a second time. I told him he must 
bear the pain; so taking a firm compress of oiled chamois stuffed with 
pressed cotton, I strapped it down tightly so that I got the tumor well 
within the cranium. I then gave them still more strict injunctions, 
and left a compress of pressed sponge to be wrapped in cahmois and 
used the next time. I told them that if they could not get the tumor 
back at the next dressing they must send for me without waiting long- 
er. I then left, promising to see him again in five days, should my at- 
tendance not be needed sooner. They saw that he did not complain or 
oppose me when in dressing the wound I hurt him much more than 
they did; so, taking courage from that, they succeeded in preventing 
subsequent protru^on. I omitted to mention that the eye was nearly 
well at my previous visit, and quite well at this one. I visited him at 
the appointed times, but there was nothing in those visits worth report- 
ing. In five weeks from the first dressing the external wound was 
closed. He was able to walk about in less than three weeks after the 
accident, and felt well most of the time, having to take medicine inter- 
nally only twice. At the end of the fifth week he was discharged with 
proper directions as to when to begin making attempts to stoop over, 
and how to follow them up. He has been very careful since as to his 
exercise, but he is able to attend to his duties (those of a farmer's boy) 
as usual, and feels quite well and strong as before. — American Med, 
Times, 



Eadical Cure of Inguinal Hernia. 

BY HOLMES COOTE, ESQ., F.R.S.C. 

Those who are in the habit of frequenting the wards of St. Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital may remember my directing attention in the early part 
of this year to a case in which I was called upon to operate for the re- 
lief of strangulated inguinal hernia on a man on whom I had performed 
Wutzer's operation for the radical cure of hernia three years previously, 
with apparent success. In this case, as in most others, the inverted 
plug of integument had come down, and a fibrous constriction of the 
peritoneal sac remained, which proved the seat of the stricture. I be- 
lieve this fibrous constriction, in part at least, to have been due to the 
changes consequent upon the passage of the needle in Wutzer's opera- 
tion, and it had served to keep up the intestine very fairly for above 
two years and a half. It then yielded, and became the seat of stricture 
to a protusion somewhat larger than had ever been before. 

I saw last year a boy on whom I had performed Wutzer's operation 
six month previously. In his case, too, the intestine had come down 
again; the protrusion was of larger size, and the adaptation of a truss 
was difficult. 

Under these circumstances, I was induced to ask my friend Mr. King- 
don, Surgeon to the City of London Truss Society, the result of his ex- 
perience amongst those who applied to him for trusses, and he favored 
me with the subjoined list of cases, which I enclose, with all the deUUsL^ 
that any of the surgeons who operated may \)e a\Aft \.o 's^tnS.^ ^"t \/i ^^'^- 
tradict their accuracy. 
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There can be only one opinion respecting operatiye snrgery. Its only 
claim is based npon the pennaDent benefit which it can effect; and if 
expericDce proves that any one operation fails, even at a remote period, 
in its object, it is the duty of those acquainted with the failures to make 
the facts public, in order that a proper value may be attached to the 
proceeding. 

Case 1. — Thomas B , aged thirty-five, of Welling, Kent. Rup- 
tured for the first time at the age of thirty -two. Wutzer's operation 
for the radical cure of hernia was performed in St. Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital, by Mr. Coote, in 1858. Case reported as cured. In 1859 he ap- 
plied for a truss, at the City of London Truss Society, with oblique her- 
nia on both sides. 

Case 2. — Nathaniel J , aged forty-five, of Phoenix-terrace, an 

engineer. Operated on in the same way as Case 1, by Mr. Coote, three 
years and a half ago. He continued well until a few months back. 
Has applied for a truss, having now hernia on both sides. 

Case 3. — Thomas P , aged thirty. West India-road, Limehouse. 

He was first ruptured at the age of twenty-eight. The operation for 
the radical cure was performed by Mr. Corner, of the Poplar Hospital, 
He aplied for a truss, having a scrotal hernia, in 1859. 

Case 4. — John H , aged fifty, of Churchway, Somers-town. The 

operation for the radical cure was performed by Mr. Erichsen. He ap- 
plied for a truss in 1859. 

Case 5. — James A , aged fifteen, applied for a protecting trusSy 

having just risen from bed after the performance of Wutzer*s operation. 
No immediate protrusion. 

Case 6. — John T , aged forty -four, of Duke-street, Westminster- 
road, bedstead -maker. Ruptured at the age of twenty-four. He came 
for a truss at the Society's house in 1860, being at that time forty-four 
years of age. He had undergone the operation for the removal of a 
diseased testis nine months before, by Mr. Coulson, at St. Mary's Hos- 
pital. Had hoped that the hernia was cured at the same time. He 
now (1860) suffers from a large scrotal hernia. 

Case 7. — George C , aged forty-three, of the Broadway, West- 

'minster, gas-fitter's laborer. The operation for the radical cure was 
performed by Mr. Lee, of King's College. He applied' for a truss on 
Oct. 5th, 1860. 

**I thought," continues Mr. Kingdon (writing to me,) "and still be 
lieve, that I had more of your cases; but the foregoing are those which 
I can vouch for at present. Two, and I think a third, of Mr. Hutchin- 
son's have come before; one also of Mr. Wood's." — London Lancet, 



Bemoval of the Scapula by Enucleation close to the Glenoid 

Articulation. 

BY a. G. WALTER, M. D. 

Resection of the entire body of the scapula having been successfully 
performed in several instances abroad and at-home, we wish, by the 
narrative of the following case, to record only the fact, that the arm de« 
prived of its scapular support had attained such perfect usefulness in 
the short space of a few months, as to enable the young man to enter 

the army and hold the situation of bugler in the artillery corps during 

the present war. 
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Eugene Messick, nineteen years of age, born in Denton, Carrol conn- 
ty, Maryland, served as a cabin boy on sailing vessels in the Southern 
trade. Small in size, but very active; the scrofulous constitution well- 
marked. He enjoyed uninterrupted good health till December, 1859, 
when, after exposure, he was attacked with double pleurisy, confining 
him to his bed in the Albany hospital for a month. While thus affect- 
ed, pain in the right shoulder, with swelling and inability of motion set 
in, the least jarring produced exquisite pain. Under a variety of treat- 
ment an abscess at last formed over the scapula, which was opened in 
March, 1860, in three places, twice over the scapula and once under the 
arm, discharging a large quantity of offensive pus, with temporary re- 
lief of swelling and pain. The shoulder, however, soon began to swell 
igain, and became very painful; some pieces of bone being occasionally 
exfoliated from the fistulous opening under the arm. In August he 
was admitted into the Washington City hospital, where, by a free in- 
dsion along the posterior margin of the axilla, some small pieces of ne- 
crosed bone were removed. 

The wound having been closed after the expiration of eight weeks, a 
fistulous opening only remaining in the site of the original wound, he 
left the hospital and went to the country, hoping to recover under the 
genial influence of pure air. But failing to find permanent relief, the 
shoulder again having increased in size, with return of pain, the fistula 
constantly discharging, he entered my hospital in December last, his 
case then offering the following symptoms: The posterior face of the 
shoulder over the body of the scapula greatly swollen; the skin trav- 
ersed by enlarged veins; great pain at the seat of swelling, extending 
down to the fingers, aggravated by pressure. The articulation of the 
humerus in front and at its outer face tumefied and painful, the natu- 
ral contour of the joint being effaced. There is a fistulous opening at 
the posterior border of the axilla in the middle of the scar, left after the 
incision, into which the probe passes freely outward, and in front of the 
scapula to the extent of several inches, touching the rough anterior face 
of the scapula and its neck. Rotation of the shoulder-joint produced 
no grating, but exquisite pain; the joint appearing stiff from contraction 
of the muscles surrounding it. Discharge from the fistula not profuse, 
but constant. There is emaciation, irritative pulse, short hacking 
cough, with fiushed cheeks in the evening. His appetite is variable, 
sleep disturbed, secretion of urine dimioished, with disposition to con- 
stipation. 

Convinced by the history of the case and examination, that necrosis 
had attacked the entire scapula, on December 29th, 1860, assisted by 
Drs. Pillichody and McGrath, chloroform having been administered, an 
incision was made from near the acromion process, transversely along 
the spine to the posterior edge of the cpsula, aud another from the 
centre of the first, directly downward to near the angle, transversing the 
skin and muscles down to the bone. The fiaps thus iormed were re- 
flected, the acromial end of the scapula was next cut through with pli- 
ers, and J he neck of it with the chain saw. The whole body of the 
scapula was then enucleated out of its periosteal investment which was 
found much thickened and only loosely connected wi'h the bone Free 
Tcnous bleeding followed from the bottom of the wound; the subsca!^- 
ular artery having been cnt, required ligature, tomoti wx^%W\ W^'Ji^^^^ 
from several smaller arterial branches. The \>oue t\i\iA ^uviA^^^^^ ''^^^ 
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fonnd ronghened on its surface, and thickened from long deposit within 
its substance, of brawny color, excavated by caries along its inner bor* 
der from the neck obliquely down and outward to near its angle, from 
whence exfoliation had taken place previously at different times. The 
flaps having been replaced, were united by several iron wire sutures, a 
pledget of lint having been placed in the lower angle of the wound for 
facilitating the subsequent discharge. The arm was bound lightly to 
the chest, cold water dressings were applied, and hot coffee administered, 
the pulse and the temperature of the body being greatly lowered by 
chloroformisation. A full anodyne was given at bed-time, with sulpa. 
quin. gr. ij every three hours, as a prophylactic against surgical fever. 
Vomiting, the effect of chloroform continued for two days, but reaction 
was moderate, and suppuration set in timely and duly. Sulphate of qui* 
nine and morphia were continued, the cold water dressing being replaced 
by linseed meal poultices. On the 4th day, the patient began to leave 
his bed for a short time, which he quitted after a week. With the ex* 
caption of a short hacking cough during the night, which had troubled 
him for a week, his recovery was rapid; suppuration moderate and 
strength returning. His appetite became very keen, and with it return 
of flesh was perceptible. He left the hospital five weeks after the opera- 
tion, the wound being entirely closed, with the exception of a fistula 
near the neck of the scapula, from which some pus was discharging. 
Swelling and pain having left the shoulder, the patient considered him- 
self well, and returned to his home in the East, his arm having become 
even then somewhat useful. 

Not having heard from the patient since his leaving my hospital, I 
was agreeably surprised to see him in August last in this city, in military 
dress, having returned, as he stated, from the field of the battle at Bull 
Run, where he had been engaged as a bugler. On examination of his 
shoulder I found the wound firmly closed; in place of the resected scap- 
ula there was a degree of fullness and firmness, leading to the belief that 
the periosteum had thrown out new bone in place of the enucleated 
scapula. The motion of the arm was surpassingly free in every direc- 
tion the limb itself having regained its former fullness and strength. 

That recovery to such an extent, with perfect and ultimated freedom 
of motion of the member, should have followed the entire removal of 
the scapula, in the short space of six months, with even apparently 
complete reproduction of the bone, may appear rather astonishing, jb^fc 
is nevertheless true. 

Facts like these, which modern surgery is daily bringing forward, are 
but the harbingers of still greater triumphs hidden in the future, which 
the conservative surgeon will accomplish, if nature's book be his cease* 
less study, and his mission be that of her dutiful minister. — Medical 
and Surgical Reporter, 



On Metallic Loop Sutures in Amputations and Similar OperationSt 

We accept it, as granted, that the profession in general consider the 

metallic suture much less irritating than the common organic one, and 

many forms are at present in use ; but having seen the difficulty with 

which the £aps, after amputation, are sometimes induced to unite, not 

onJjr in times of hospital gangrene, \)ut in aWoim«\ <iQ\i^\I\WC\^\i^^ ^^^ 
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in the heat of summer, I would propose a form of suture, which will not 
only tend to aid the union of such surfaces, under th«se circumstances, 
but be much more convenient. It is composed of bits of silver wire, of 
different lengths, according to the thickness of the flaps. These are 
each twisted, or soldered together at the ends, so as to form loops. One 
of these is placed over the edges of the flaps, projecting to the usual dis- 
tance for sutures, and then a pin is passed through both the ends of the 
loop and the two flaps. As many of these as necessary are placed along 
the cut surface, which retain it in close apposition, and adjust the edges 
with great nicety. Bits of cork, or other substances, can|hen be placed 
upon the projecting pin points, that they may be no inconvenience, by 
catching in the clothes. These I believe to have an advantage over the 
other forms of silver suture, in being more easily applied, and over the 
common one: 

1st. By being much less irritating, and therefore promoting union by 
the first intention. 

2nd. By being much more easily applied, as double the number can 
be adjusted in the same length of time. 

3rd. They can be readily and quickly changed as to position, either 
nearer to the edge of the wound, or more distant from it ; so that in case 
ulceration begins at any one point, or the stump is too full at a particu- 
lar spot, the pin can easily be withdrawn, and the loop placed at a dif- 
ferent part of the surface. 

4th. They are more readily removed, when the period arrives for the 
whole number to be dispensed with ; and 

5th. They can be kept in any quantity ready for use, doing away 
with the trouble of threading needles ; and in military practice the sur- 
geon could have a box of these loops and pins at hand, which may be 
quite a convenience, and having been thoroughly cleansed, they may be 
used several times. ' 

Perhaps this may be of no particular importance ; still, however, not 
much improvement can be made, in surgical or medical science, unless 
all new ideas are communicated, be they of consequence or otherwise, 
and this may, upon more extensive trial, merit the attention of the pro- 
fession. — Boston Mtd. and Sur, Jour, 



Treatment of Wounds Produced by Venomous Serpents. 

BY DR. DIEDER. 

Being convinced of the correctness of the views of Robin and Ver- 
deil (Chime Anatomique) as to the analogy existing between ferments 
tad the causes of certain virulent diseases, and knowing that fermen- 
tations are absolutely checked by the presence of acids, albumen and 
alcohol, I have endeavored to verifiy the value of this opinion by prac- 
tice. An occasion soon presented itself, during a sojurn in Brazil, of 
•xperimenting, and, for a period of sixteen months, I have seen experi- 
ment give entire sanction to my theoretical notions. 

It frequently happens that men are victims to the bites of venomous 
reptiles, which abound in the torrid zone. The ordinary symptoms are, 
acute pain in the bitten part, which swells, becoming «hiu\\!i^^ ^^4*^ 
warm, violet, theo livid, cold, and somewhat \i\seii«v\A^\ V^^ '^^wv. ^tA. 
the j'nfawmatioD are extended along the great iieiN0W»X.rw3SL% ^»lWv»!" 
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pbaticTessels; soon sre manifested lypothjmia, nausea, gastnlgia, dysp« 
noea, eardialgia, bilious yomitings, cold and colliquative sweats, tjni* 
panitis, acute gripings, acute lumbar pains, relaxation of tbe spbincter 
ani, a species of paralysis of tbe neck of tbe bladder, and, consequently^ 
iuYoluntary discharges of faeces and urine. Then the pulse is small, 
hard, intermittent; the skin (even that of the negro) becomes pale and 
yellow; blood, black, liquid and sanious, runs from the wound, which 
assumes a gangrenous appearance. If a series of such grave symptoms, 
analogous in more than one respect to those of diffused phlegmon and 
purulent infection, is not soon relieved by the aid of art, they increase 
still more, and those portions of the body affected by oedema are cover' 
ed with phlyctense, which indicate the coming of sphacelus; haBmor- 
rhages from the eyes, ears and anus, and death takes place in the midst 
of ataxic or adynamic symptoms. 

In many cases, I have been able, by the treatment which I shall in- 
dicate, to check all the symptoms, and to restore health in a very short 
time, to the blacks, who, wounded by serpents either in hand or fooL 
presented cases of great inflammation, extending even to the ganglia of 
the articulations nearest the trunk. 

The treatment is that by alcohoitzation, and consists in administering 
a moderately large quantity of brandy, rum, or other alcoholic liquor, 
varying with the age and strength of the individual; generally, the first 
dose should be from 59 to 100 grammes. Immediately after the acci- 
dent, an aromatic infusion is to be prepared, which should be given to 
the patient to drink, as warm as possible, immediately after drinking 
the alcoholic liquor. 

The patient should be kept in this state of alcoholization until the lo- 
cal and general symptoms have improved, and the partial disappearance 
of the swelling and pain can be readily perceived. This period may 
last twelve or twenty-four hours, or longer, according as the treatment 
has been commenced sooner or later after the bite. During this period, 
there should be administered hourly about 60 grammes of the warm ar* 
omatic infusion, with from 10 to 15 grammes of the alcoholic liquor. 
As soon as the symptoms appear to retrograde, it is sufficient to keep up 
the cutaneous transpiration by means of warm tisans, and to adminis- 
ter a saline cathartic. In cases where the amendment is followed by a 
relapse, alcoholization must be again had resort to. 

This method I have never known to fail when it was employed with- 
in two hours, or perhaps a little longer, after the wound had been re- 
ceived. 

These observations have been made in the interior of Brazil, in the 
midst of the coffee plantations on the banks of the^Parahyba. The 
treatment has been employed not only on man, but also on animals; a 
watch-dog of large size, which bad been bitten in the forehead by a 
trigonocephalus, the two fangs being left in the wound, was subjected, 
after the withdrawal of the fangs, to an alcoholization for twelve hours, 
with success; in this case, however, the swelling of the head had reached 
enormous proportions, so that it was impossible to recognize the eyes. 
The same fortunate result was obtained in the case of a mule bitten in 
the nostrils. 

The local treatment consists in distending the wound so as to be sure 

that tbe reptile's fang is not present, and to cause blood to flow so as to 

wash oat tbe poison that may have been Aepoft\\.^^\ ai <ixx.^Y^\i^-^^"«^ \siK| 
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be used for this pnrpose. Finally, after haying washed it well, com- 
presses of alcoholized water are employed, which should envelop the 
whole limh, if the poison has made any progress. It is, of coarse, an* 
derstood that the sabject is kept warmly covered in bed. 

If one compares the series of symptoms produced by the bites of yen- 
omous serpents with those of anatomical wounds, the analogy is more 
manifest. The same treatment has succeeded in the latter cases. Two 
aoatomical wounds of the hand, which had already produced swelling 
of the glands of the axilla, with tumefaction of the elbow-joint, were en- 
tirely managed by this method; the same evening there was an amelio- 
ration of symptoms, and a cure resulted. The happy influence of al- 
coholization in these cases is explained by the supposition that the al- 
coholized system being protected from the action of the poison-ferment, 
can then by its own unaided eflforts throw it off by the natural emunc- 
tories, without being exposed to its deadly effects. Alcohol is to fer- 
ments what chloroform is to pain. It is a subject of public notoriety in 
Brazil, that a man in a complete state of intoxication may be bitten 
by a venomous serpent with impunity. 

Such are the facts to which I have desired to call attention. It is 
possible that this succient expose, by opening up a new mode of exper- 
imentation, may lead to new experiments for the cure of putrid infec- 
tions, carbuncle, and probably hydrophobia. — Amer, Med, Monthly, 



On a Case» of Chorea. 

BY RICHARD ELLIS ESQ., L.R.C.S- EDIN. 

The following case is chiefly remarkable because of the age of the 
patient, and from the fact of the affection having returned at regular 
intervals thrice in the course of a long life-time. It also tends to prove 
the hereditary connexion of chorea with epilepsy and insanity. 

On January 4th, 1859, I was called to see the patient, a gentleman 
aged seventy-five, of bilious temperament and active habits. He stated 
that he had been troubled with rheumatic pains in different parts of the 
body at various periods, but never had acute rheumatism. Two mem- 
bers of his family were subject to affections of the nervous system; a 
daughter having epilepsy, and a son being insane. He said that he was 
first attacked with a shaking affection of his limbs when in his twenty- 
fifth year. It came on after convalescence from fever, when he grew 
very stout in a short time; and he always refers to this as having some 
connexion with the origin of his complaint. The second attack came 
on in his fiftieth year. He thought that he had derived little benefit 
from treatment for these attacks; but that the disease exhausted itself 
after several months, and so disappeared gradually. His present and 
third return of the affection was preceded by anxiety of mind and de- 
pression of spirits, occasioned by family troubles. The choreic move- 
ments came on at irregular periods during the day, continuing several 
minutes, and were varied in their duration and intensity. I had not 
long to wait before I had an opportunity of witnessing the affection. He 
first became uneasy, and said he way about to be affected. This was 
succeeded by twitchings of the muscles of the left side of the facft\ \.)w^ 
the arm and leg of the same side com mono ^d shakVa^. TV^^ \siQ\A^\i ^^ 
Ihe srm soon Increased in an extraordiaary degiee*, il "^^ ^ m^*^\A* 
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down motioi], similar to that produced in nsing a hand- saw in a rapid 
manner. An attempt that was made to restrain the motion of the limb 
had certainly the effect of aggravating it; bat after several minufes th« 
movements subsided, leaving the patient very much exhausted. On ex* 
amining carefully now, I had reason to think there was some congestion 
of the liver, and I ordered five grains of mercury pill to be taken at 
bed-time, followed by a saline purgative in the morning; also ten min* 
ims of nitro-hydrochloric acid every four hours, diluted with water. On 
the next day he was rather better, and thought he had passed a good 
night. A member of his family suspected, from the state of the bed- 
clothes early in the next morning, that he had been shaking in his sleep, 
but of this there was no other corroboration. I now gave him stryoh- 
nine in doses of one-sixteenth of a grain three times a day, continuing 
the nitro-hydrochloric acid, with an occasional mercurial. The fre- 
quency of the shakings gradually diminished under this treatment, and 
in the course of about ten days or so he was altogether free from 
them. 

I saw this gentleman in August last, up to which time he had had no 
return of the affection. He still took the strychnine and acid in dim« 
inished doses, now and then, as a tonic, and he believed with much ben- 
efit. — London Lancet, 



On the Therapeutic Employment of Oxide of Zinc. 

BY 8. WATERMAN, M. D. 

Oxide of zinc is known to be a powerful therapeutical agent, yet its 
peculiar mode of action upon the human organism, and the various dis- 
eases in which it finds a rational application, are by no means yet fully 
understood. In the U. S. Dispensatory, the account given of this ar- 
ticle is meagre and unsatisfactory. Some of the European Pharmaco- 
logical works give a more minute description, but also without by any 
means exhausting the subject. I shall probably not state much that is 
new to all the readers of the Monthly^ but from the observations which I 
have had the opportunity of making, I feel called upon to direct the at- 
tention of the profession to this medicine. 

f Oxide of zinc exerts a powerful sedative or soothing influence over 
the brain and the ganglionic nerves. Whether this influence is pro* 
duced by direct action of the zinc upon the brain; whether it acts by a 
sort of revulsive influence, by transferring cerebral irritation to the 
plexus of the stomach, it is not possible as yet to tell. Its operatiooi 
seem to be exceedingly mild, and free from after effects, such as are ob- 
served after the use of opium, and the kindred narcotics. In all cases 
where these narcotics are contra-indicated in diseases of the brain, zino 
may be given, and in many of these cases its effects are positive and 
lasting; so that I have often considered it worthy of the title of "the 
opium of the brain." Its ability to soothe vascular excitement depend- 
ent upon cerebral and nervous irritation cannot well be doubted; whilst 
it possesses equal power to allay and calm the irritation of the brain and 
ganglionic nerves, unaccompanied by inflammatory action of these 
tissues. 
It has proved itself useful to a limited extent^ also, in inflammation 
of tb0 br&in and its membiane^) \>ut in a msom^x W^ isai^^^ v&& 
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positive; and I tliink it, therefore, less worthy of confidence in these 
dbeases. 

From its action as described above, it is rational to expect beneficial 
Tisults from its exhibition in the following diseases; and these expecta- 
tioiis are borne out by actual trial and observation: 

1. In Delirium Tremens. Indeed, when all other remedies seein to 
&il, when opium and its kindred narcotics had been unable to make an 
impression, and a fatal issue seemed unavoidable, oxide of zinc has in 
several instances rendered me such signal service, as fully to justify the 
confidence I feel in its therapeutical power. It need not be given in 
large doses even here ; two to three grains every two hours are suffi- 
cient. It may be combined, if necessary, with opium or other remedial 
agents; and its use should be continued for some time even after the 
dilirium has been overcome. 

2. In Eclampsia Infantilis, after the fits have been broken by the 
use of chloroform, zinc will be found a very serviceable agent to con- 
trol the cerebral and nervous agitation, which almost always still ha- 
rasses the little patient for a short time. I have often combined oxide 
of zinc, in grain doses, with calomel, digitalis, and pulv. scillae. Its 
effects have been thus most gratifying, and the impartial practitioner 
can certainly readily verify the truth of the observation. As in the 
former disease, its use ought to be continued after the convulsions have 
disappeared. 

3. In the Eclampsia happening during pregnancy or labor, or men- 
strual irregularities, oxide of zinc acts beneficially upon the sensorium^ 
with or without the administration, at the same time, of opium and cal- 
omel; especially in those cases where the convulsions originate fsom a 
liigh state of nervous sensibility, as is the ease in subjects to hysteria, 
in its various forms. After the employment of chloroform, zinc will be 
found to exert its sedative influence in a most positive manner. I have 
given two to three grains per dose, every two hours, and would not ad- 
vise a larger dose. In convulsions produced by plethoric habits, its ef- 
fects are less reliable; whilst in convulsions arising from uraemic toxi- 
eation, its efiects have not been sufficiently tried to warrant any positive 
statement in its favor. 

4. It will be found a most reliable agent in the various forms of 
h/Ueric convulsions, depending, as they do in most cases, upon inordi- 
nate action of the nerves and their centres. It is in these cases 
that its influence over the plexus of the stomach is most strikingly 
verified. 

5. In the exanthematic diseases, when the eruption is accompanied by 
cerebral irritation, and even by convulsions, oxide of zinc has long been 
kaown to exert a soothing effect upon the nervous centres, and has been, 
used bj the most experienced European practitioners. 

6. I have treated a few cases of epilepsy and a few cases of chorea 
with zinc. I have not had sufficient opportunity to watch its influence, 
but believe it to be, as stated by various practitioners, from time to time, 
for more than half a century, a very efficacious remedy in some cases; 
acre especially, it is true, of chorea than of epilepsy. 

7. European writers recommend it as an excellent remedy in asthma- 
tic difficulties and whooping-cough; but I have no ex^eiieii<iQ \^ ^^^'^t 
on thia head^ nor on the three following. 

8. la England and in this country it hiaa \>eeix 'fw^ Vi^bX-^ «,^^A 
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against the night-sweatB of pbtliisia, and as useful in all cases of profuse 
perspiration. 

9. It has also been well recommended against worms, and still more 
against chronic dysentery. 

10. To complete the list, I must yet mention that it is reportel 
to have cured some of the most obstinate cases of intermittent feyer. 

The external use of oxide of zinc — unsurpassable in its satisfactory 
results, as it sometimes is — seems to be well understood by the profee* 
sion generally. 

In the estimate I haye placed on the oxide of zinc, I haye relied 
strictly on the results of my own practice. I have the notes of a num« 
ber of cases in point, which I withhold from publication, so as not to 
increase the length of this article ; and I urge on all physicians to con- 
tribute their quota to our knowledge on the subject, to the end that its 
physiological effects and therapeutical uses can at last be definitely de* 
termined. — American Medical Monthly, 



Beport of Two Cases of Eupture of the XTtenu. 

BY JOHN SWINBURNE, M. D. 

Mrs. J. F. a native of Ireland, a^ed thirty-four years, healthy con» 
stitution, has borne five healthy children, the first of which labors waa 
tedious, but normal; the remaining four were easy and normal, at the 
last of which I officiated as accoucheur. The sixth and last was attend- 
ed by my assistant, Dr. J. G. Smith, who furnished me with the follow^ 
ing facts: Mrs. F. was taken in labor about 6 P. M., labor moderatei 
until 10 P. M., when the pains became very active, and much of the 
time little intermission existed between the pains. Examination per 
yaginam at this time revealed a vertex presentation, left occipito-iliao 
position, and anterior variety; labor continued active, until the head 
pressed firmly, against the perinaeum, and it seemed as if one pain more 
would complete the labor. During an active expulsive efibrt, the pain 
suddenly ceased, and did not again return. She commenced retching 
with slight vomiting, followed by prostration. 

This condition continued for about an hour from the suspension 
of the pain. When I saw her she presented the following symptoms : 

Face flushed and anxious, pulse about 120 per minute, full, soft, and 
compressible, with an occasional distinct jerk and intermission; breath- 
ing, quick, painful, and irregular; skin moist, and clammy; great sense 
of soreness, and pain in the chest, shoulders, and abdomen; all the 
time wishing that she could sleep that she might die easy. 

My first impression was, that it was a case of simple uterine exhaus- 
tion, and made an examination per vaginam; found the presentation as 
above described^ Notwithstanding the recession of the head it was still 
low down in the pelvis. Examination of the abdomen revealed the full 
form of the child, (from its feet to near its shoulders,) directly within 
the abdominal walls, clearly showing that it had escaped from the uter* 
ine imprisonment, into the abdominal cavity. So distinct was the feel* 
ing that no doubt remained upon my mind, as to the nature of the ao- 
oideDt. 
Auacultation revealed the absence of the foetal circulation, both as to 
the heart's action^ and placental \)t\ut, T\i\a i^Tk^^i^^xJEL^ ^^\^«t^ to^- 
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important, '9o far as the cliild i^as concerned; wliile the sinkln^^ condi* 
tion of the mother showed that life was ebbing, and that all efforts of 
the accoucheur would be unavailing. . These symptoms increased, and 
she continued to sink, accompanied bj cold, clammy perspiration, 
breathing about SO per minute, circulation from 140 up to imperoepti- 
hilhy, when she died at 5 A. M.^ being about 3^ houra from the time of 
the rupture. 

The interesting features in this case, are: Ist. That all her labors 
were normal, and all but the first easy. 2d. That this labor was nearly 
completed, when suddenly without any apparent cause, the rupture 
takes place. 3d. She had enjoyed perfect health during the pregnancy, 
and that during labor, the os diluted naturally with suficient of healthy 
secretions, and no heat or evidence of inflammatory action about the 
parts. 4th. She had not taken any uterine stimi^ants^ such as er- 
got, etc* ^ . 

Unfortunately no dissection or post mortem could he obtained. 

For the following very interesting case, I am indebted to Dr. J. V. 
P. Quackenbush, (Prof of Midwifery in the Albany Medical College,) 
through whose kindness I made the autopsy, and who has since kindly 
furnished me with its history, which I will here append. 

Mrs. Moore, aged thirty years, was taken in labor with her first child 
Jan. 3d, 1857. The presentation was vertex; the position, left ocoi- 
pito-anterior." The labor was protracted' and very severe, owing to a 
disproportion between the petvis and the child's head, and was termi- 
nated by the forceps. The child, female, was still-hom. The mother 
had a speedy recovery. 

The patient was again confined July 17th, 1858. A midwife was in 
attendance for twenty-four hours, when, the woman suffering severely, 
I was called to see her. As I entered the room, the patient gave a loud 
shriek, and begged me to deliver her immediately. She was on her 
knees, leaning against the bed. I directed her to be placed in the bed; 
and having made an examination, attempted to apply the forceps, but 
fidled, as the head wa» so movable that it could not be clasped by the 
blades. I immediately suspected what the difficulty was}, and had her 
placed in a comfortable position. At 8 o'clock A. M. the pains entirely 
eeased, and there was no repetition of them. The patient continued to 
fail in strength, and died in twenty hours. There was no vomiting 
daring this time, and no symptom indicative of the accident, except a 
sudden cessation of the pain, and a gradual sinking of the vital poweri. 

Four hours after death, I assisted my friend. Dr. Swinburne, in mak- 
ing a post-mortem examination: when our diagnosis was verified; we 
found the following condition of the parts. Upon laying open the ab- 
domen, we found the child outside the uterus. On examining the uter- 
us, we found a large laceration at the right inferior anterior portion near 
its connexion with the vagina. 

The cause of the aocident was the undue disproportion between the 
child's head and the pelvis, and probably occurred when she was lean- 
ing against the bed, and it was this that elicited the shriek which she 
uttered previous to my entrance into the room. 

The point of interest in this case was the absence of those symptoms 
whieh are generally met with in cases of ruptuie o€ \.\i^ uXatqa^. — M^^^« 
anc{ S»r, JReporter^ 

18 ^^ - 
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MenstrtutioQ is a Icrm deriTid from tke Latin word wbicli ngoifev 
mmuh; aad is ererj woman, wbca kcahhilj performed, it oecMis montli- 
)j, aad is an eridenee of ker abiCtj to bear ehHdrcn. As a great pliya* 
iological process, it maj be said to diyide the life of woman into tlirea 
periods. The first is tut of iofancj and joutb, and exists, in tbe gen- 
cralitj of eases, from birth to tbe fborteenth or fifteenth jt9J, Thm 
second comprises die most important period in her life — that in 
she is capable of becoming a mother. This nanallj ceases at her 
or fortj-fifdi year. This period is common! j called the change of KAw 
The third is the remaining period of her life. Bat cases are constantlw 
presenting themselves, to everj physician of extensive practice, in whiu 
tbe menses make their appearance as early as twelve or thirteen^ and 
its appearance is sometimes delayed till the seTenteenth, and even the 
twentieth year. 

The following table is from Dr. Lee's Work on the Diseases of Fe« 
males, and is an exhibit of the time of its appearance as nodeed in 1781 
women of £ngland and France: 

In 1781 iooiR«ii, U occurred, 

At 11 years, in llO^At 16 yeare, in 284 

12 " 1441" 18 « 144 

" 19 " 73 

" 20 « 40 

These observations coincided with some tables that have been made 
in this country, on a less extensive scale, and although cases have been 
reported of discharges very much resembling menstmadon occorring in 
extreme infancy, there is no proof that sneh discharges are idendoal 
with it. They depend, for the most part, upon ordinary congestion of 
the nterns, in the same manner, and for similar causes, that may pro* 
duce congestion of the lungs, and consequent hemorrhage in in&nts and 
adults. A mother came to my office with her litUe daughter, aged 
eight years, vary much alarmed, stadng that she believed her child waa 
menstrnatiog, she had been in the same condition four weeks before. A 
careful examination of the ease proved the existence of haematuria. 

Various causes may contribute to the early or late appearance of tha 
mensei , such as climate, constitutional temperament and the habits of 
life. 

Thus, authors tell us that, in the south of India, and other hot conn« 
tries, girls begin to menstruate at eight, nine, and ten years of age; bnti 
advancing to the Northern climates, there is a gradual protracdon of 
the time, till we arrive at the extreme North, where women do not men* 
struate till they arrive at mature age, and then in small quandties at 
longer intervals, and sometimes only in summer. And it is also said, 
that when they do not menstruate according to the genius of the conn* 
try, they suffer equal inconvenience as in warm climates, where the 
quantity discharged is greater, and the periods shorter. 

I have, for several years, observed that the menses appear much ear- 
. Her ID females of the nervo-eanguineous temperament tnan those of the 
other temperaments. Persons thus constituted have an exuberance of 
^aritaJ zoroeB} hence all the p^ja\o\o|>ca\ c\xa»^^ «t^ Vi'^«ia:^>sXks^ 
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more speedily — indeed, all here is life and activity, tbere is no dullness 
or inactivitv, either of mind or body; all things are in the spring tim# 
to it, and the young miss is sometimes a- mother at fifteen. An in* 
stance of this kind recently came under my notice. She had an easy 
labor, the child was of an average size, and at the present time is doing 
well. The mother of this patient informed me that she changed regular 
at the age of twelve. For her age she was an individual of preooeious 
mind, and also of very beautiful physical development — a perfect 
Venus. 

Certain habits of life will likewise accelerate its appearance; and 
among them there may be enumerated the premature cultivation of the 
passions by the perusal of obscene romances, the inspection of lascivi- 
ous pictures, the theatre, and the ball-room; the bad example of prema- 
ture libertinism, of which to many examples are unfortunately fVirnished 
in large cities. These specimens of premature puberty, the miserable 
consequences of too great vivacity of the passions, are sometimes met 
with as early as the tenth year. 

"In this city,*' says a distinguished physician of New York, "I havi 
known several instances of menstruation at the tenth and eleventh years, 
and in all the instances that have passed under my observation, the 
children were born of parents who had exhausted the powers of life by 
too severely taxing the nervous system in the pursuit of pleasure. One 
instance in particular, was that of a scrofulous child, with curvature of 
the spine. In this case, a tender but unwise mother, contrary to our 
often-urged entreaties, persisted in feeding the child with highly spiced 
food, tea, and coffee, bathing it in excessively warm water, and putting 
it to rest upon a down bed. The consequence was the appearance ot 
the menses at the eleventh year, and death at the sixteenth. Tonics, 
sea-air, and every aid that wealth could offer, availed nothing, and the 
girl died from pulmonary tuberculosis." 

When menstruation is properly performed, when it occurs at the 

i proper age, that is to say, between the fifteenth and sixteenth year, the 
ndividual may be regarded as most fortunate. "A premature erup*- 
tion of the menses," says Dr. Meigs, "is always to be deprecated, because 
it is the evidence of a precipitate development of certain parts or struc- 
tures, while others, not less important in the same category, are delayed 
and incomplete. The individual who passes at a usual and healthy rate 
throufsrh all the steges of growth and development, from infancy up to 
maturity, is most likely to enjoy a healthy and happy life, free from 
weakness, pain, and the danger of premature death. Death loves a 
shining mark, it is said, and those children, whose youth astonish us by 
^he early perfection of their structures or their intellectual forces, are 
snatched soonest from the world, as the earliest blossoms are ever most 
•xposed to the chilling frosts of spring." 

PART SECOND. 

Tn pulmonary tuberculosis, the menses are almost always suppressed; 
and the reason for this is very obvious. Phthisis being a constitutional 
disorder, wherein the life-forces are enfeebled by a failure in some of 
the blood-making organs, the uterine functions cease for the want of 
proper nutriment, and not from local disease. Hence we ft«ci^<^ti\.V^ ^im^ 
young women lose their menses without an]} V\«\VA^ Qt^^^^^-^V^^k ^ ^ 
once BjrmptomB of phtbisia will preeent iWem«e\N«s^%\\dL^^ w^^^frifik 
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proceed to a hasty termiBation. But in some oases ihej are not sup- 
pressed at tbe eommenceinent of the disease; they may be irregnlar, 
scanty, and may occur every ten or fifteen daysj but^ as tbe disorder 
advances to the latter stage, they are always suppressed. T cannot now 
remember but two instances where it continued regular until the last. 
These were exceptional cases, and occurred in patients who werei nearly 
forty years of age. 

My ei^perience leads me to the belief, that the menses are more gen- 
erally suppressed at the commencement of the disease, in every young 
woman, than those who are more advanced in life. M. Louis found 
that, the duration of phthisis was less than one year, the average period 
of the menstrual suppression was about the middle of its progress. 
When the tuberculous affection was prolonged from one to three years, 
the suppression occurred during the last third. Thus in a y^ung 
woman, in whom the disease lasted three years, the menses eeased at the 
end of the thirteenth month; while another individual of the same age, 
and in whom the disease was similar, continued to menstruate to within 
two months of the fatal period. 

The sudden suppression of the menses in an individual who has an 
hereditary proclivity to pulmonary tuberculosis, should be looked upon 
as a very suspicious circumstance, particularly if she be unmarried. A 
youn<; woman ceases to have her regular menstrual discharge, she be- 
comes pale and feeble; she has pain in her head, loins, and limbs— after 
a certain time she emaciates; hei friends become alarmed and call in a 
physician. He gives her case a very superficial examination, and refers 
all her difficulties to a cessation of the menses. Remedies are prescribed 
with a view of restoring them, but, alas! they are without effect, and the 
medical attendant is suddenly aroused to the sad conviction that he has 
made a mistake in his diagnosis — phthisis, with all its formidable fea- 
tures, is staring him in the face. 

It was for a long time the opinion of writers on pulmonary tubercu- 
losis, and Dr. Law^on, in bis recent work on this subject, does not dis- 
card the idea, that tbe disorder, arising from the menstrual suppression, 
might lead to the deposit of tubercular matter in the lungs. We do not 
consider the suppression of the menses in any way a cause of the mal- 
ady in question. In this ease they cease from a failure of the vital 
forces, as already remarked, and it is a very marked symptom of the 

{[reat constitutional disorder, which is ultimately to result in the disso- 
ution of the entire fabric. 

But females are so liable to suppression of the menses from other 
causes, and its condition is so variable in the early stages of phthisis, 
that, as a symptom of the disease, it should be taken with some cautioq. 
And I have long since come to the conclusion that, when pulmonary 
tuberculosis has made any considerable progress, all active efforts to 
restore it by the use of emmenagogues are altogether out of place, and 
that they are productive of injury; that they stand in the way of other 
snedioal agents that are calctulated to overcome the constitutional mal- 
ady, and thereby restore the uterine functions. 

The utility of this course can be attested by every physician who is 
in the habit of treating patients of this description. Here is one case 
put* of several that we oould cite: 

4-ug. 5tb, 1859. Called this day to se^i Miss , aged 19; has not 

k^a well for three man tha^ h,aa a»\Hli^ Qo\i^\i c>ii xvvoi^ \w\\x<i^m^v 
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mug, with mticoiiB expectoratioti; pnlsd 96; renpiratioti 25; liaili feVdt 
in tho latter part of the day; spirits, hopeful; appetite not good; mcnselT 
goppressed for fonr pteriods; bowels costive; very restless at night, with 
(lain in the small of the baek aAd limbs. Thompson's gingival present 
on the fj^utnis of the lower jaw; urine bcanty and very high colored; had 
ilight haemoptysis four weeks since; has no hereditary title to phthisis. 
Henves made their appearance at fifteen, &nd have been very regular nj;!' 
to the time of their suppression, and knows AO cause for their disappear- 
ance. Her habits are very retiring, and for several months has taken 
but tittle exercise. 

The physical signs arc very marked; inequality in the elpansions of 
the two sides of the chest; perceptible dullness on peVcnssion at the 
right inferior clavicular region, and, on auscultation in the same region,^ 
the prolonged expiratory murmur is very audible. On the left side, 
the sounds are normal, with the exception of a little increased res- 
onance. 

The case was set down as one of limited tuberonlar deposits in thd 
superior lobe of the right lung; and the following treatment was insti- 
tuted Counter irritation to the region affected, with one of the follow-^ 
ing pilla three times a day, two hours after eating: 

yjc Sal ph. qninia. 

Broiuid. potass, fta gn: xzz. 

Ext. scuiellaria lata. 3j. M. 

Dividt into thirty pills. 

Sept. 1. Patient vei'y much improved; continued pills, with the ad- 
dition of a tablespoonful of cod liver oil, three times a day. 

Oct. 1. Still improving; had a slight menstrual discharge three days 
fince; treatment continued. 

Nov. 1. Patient is quite well; is able to ride several miles a day on 
korseback; has gained in weight fifteen pounds. From this period up 
to the present time, her menses have been very regular, and her general 
Health very good. There is, however, still more dullness, on percussion j 
jaft under the clavicle, and, on auscultation, the respiratory murmur ifi 
not as clear and distinct as it should be over the entire superior lobe. 
The tubercular disease has probably been arrested by the correction of 
the constitutional vice, and tho transformation Of the tubercular deposit9 
iato eretaearious matter. 

The regular recurrence of the nienses in phthisis, after they haver 
been suppressed for some time, is a good indication. I have the notea 
of several cases, where their appearance was almost the first symptom of 
amendment. I have the history of one case in particular, which I can- 
not refrain from presenting to the readef : 

The patient was t young woman, aged eie^hteen, the only daughter of 
a widowed mother. I found her in thd cottage of loneliness and pov- 
erty; she had toiled hard to support herself and mother; had endured 
iumerous privations, and lived on scanty fare. At the time of my visit, 
she had bef>n ill for six months. Her general symptoms were all indi' 
eative of phthisis; her eye bad an unearthly brightness, and her cheek 
the brilliant flush of hcotio. She was also very much emaciated, and 
was very weak — could not sit up more than an hour during the day. 
Her appetite was good, and her bowels regular; has nevet h^d. ^^<> 
rhoM or hmmoptyaU; the menses have been ftuppt«ttta\ix<^\&>iS^^\^^%v^*^ 
uiag. The pbjrsioal »igna pointed out the 6xiAlftaQ% oi % «^\k%\^«t^^?^ 
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qavilj in'the superior lobe of the left lang. The right Inng was free 
from disease. 

From the symptoms and signs, he regarded her case as well nigh 
hopeless. There weroj however, diree things that inspired as to male 
an effort to restore her to health: the absence of. Thompson's gingival 
margin, the limited extent of the local lesion, and the integrity of the. 
stomach and bowels. So far as I could discover, there was out a single 
suppurating cavity in the lobe affected, without any further signs o£| 
tubercular deposits. Cases of this kind will more frequently recover 
than those where the deposits are much smaller, but more onivereally 
distributed throughout the pulmonary tissues. And I have sometimes 
seen instances where a large cavity appeared to act as a kind of pre- 
ventive to the further extension of the tubercular disease, and the indi- 
vidual would live much longer than were they more numerous, and ex- 
tended to both lungs. 

This patient was treated to iodine, iron, cod-liver oil, brandy, iind a 
very nutritious diet, just as they could be tolerated, for the space of 
three months. Her menses appeared very slightly at the fourth week;, 
more abundant at the eighth, and at three months more nearly normal 
in quality and quantity. From the eighth week her improvement was 
very marked. The expression of her countenance became more natural; 
her pulse and respiration less frequent; cough not so troublesome, and 
expectoration very moderate in amount. The cavity was about nine 
months in healing. This case occurred three years ainoe — the patient 
has enjoyed a fair amount of health ever since. The only marks of the 
disease left are hurried respiration and slight flattening of the superior 
part of the lefb chest. 

There are some practitioners who are in the habit of considering the 
lungs perfectly safe so long as a woman menstruates regularly. They 
regard phthisis and menstruation as incompatible; but this is a delusion^ 
for some individuals will menstruate and give birth to robust children 
until the very last. And it is sometimes astonishing with what perfee- 
tton the womb will perform its appropriate functions, even when the 
lungs are so impeded in their action by tubercular disease that they 
can hardly supply the system with oxygen sufficient to support animal 
life. Yet the foetus will thrive in utero, and, to use the language of 
Dr. C. Meigs, '^issuing into the world redolent of life, and escaping, ai 
it were, from the sepulchral cavity of its dying mother's womb.'*— • 
Med, and Sur. Reporter, 



Chemical Analysis by Spectrum Obsenrationa. 

BY PR0FSS80R8 BUNSSN ANP KIRCHOFF. 

• This exquisite method of qualitative analysis is founded on the power 
possessed by many substances of developing peculiar bright lines in the 
spectrum of a flame in which they are introduced. The bright lines in 
this manner show themselves most plainly when the temperature of 
the flame is highest and when its illuminating power is least: hcnee 
Bunsen's gas-burner, which gives a flame of very high temperature 
and very sl^ht luminosity, is well adapted for experiments on the bright 
Hoes of the flame-spectra produced as above described* 
• The apparatus employed by Messxs; Kirchoff and Bunsen in theit 
fpeetrum observations is thus 4eeonV>*A wi Poggcud^W % Amm\«k. 
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A box ii blackened on tbe inside, having its borizontal sectionB in 
the form of a trapezinm, and resting on three feet; the two inclined 
sides of the box, which are placed at an angle of about 58^ from each 
other, carry two small telescopes. The eye-piece of the first telescope 
is removed, and in its place is inserted a plate, in which a slit made 
by two brass knife-edges, is so arranged that it coincides with the focns 
of the object-glass. The gas-lamp stands before the slit in s^eh a po- 
sition that the month of the flame is in a straight line with the axis of 
ihe second telescope. Somewhat lower than the point at which the axis 
of the tube produced meets the mouth, the end of a fine platinum wire 
bent round to a hook is placed in the flame. The platinum wire is sup- 
ported in this position by a small holder, and on to the hook is melted 
a globule of the dried chloride which it is required to examine. Be- 
tween the object-glasses of the telescopes is placed a hollow prism, filled 
with bisulphide of carbon, and having a refracting angle of 60^; the 
prism rests upon a brass plate, moveable about a vertical axis. This 
axis carries upon its lower part a mirror, and above that the arm, which 
serves as a handle for the prism and mirror. A small telescope placed 
some way off is directed towards the mirror, and through the telescope 
an image of a horizontal scale fixed at some distance from the mirror is 
observed. By turning the prism round every color of the spectrum 
may be made to move past the vertical wire of the last mentioned tele- 
scope, and any required position of the spectrum thus brought to coin- 
cide with the vertical line. Each particular portion of the spectrum 
thus corresponds to a certain point on the scale. If the luminosity of 
the spectrum is very small, the wire of the telescope may be illuminated 
by means of a lens, which throws a portion of the rays from a la^p 
through a small opening on the side of the tube of the telescope. 

From a long series of preliminary experiments with this apparatus, 
the authors satisfy themselves that the appearance of certain bright lines 
in the spectra may be regarded as absolute proof of the presence in the 
flame of certain metals, and that they serve as reactions, by means of 
which these bodies may be recognized with more certainty, greater 
quickness, and in far smaller quantities, than can be done by help of 
any other known analytical method, no matter what may be the nature 
of the body with which the metals are combined. 

The wonderful delicacy of the spectum-reaction of sodium is evinced 
by the following experiment, which the writer had the good fortune to 
witness in the laboratory of JProfessor Bunsen, in Heidelberg. In a far 
corner of the experiment room, the capacity of which is about 60 cubic 
metres, (one cubic metre equals 35.3 cubic feet,) was burnt a mixture 
of 3 milligrammes (0.0462 gr.) of chlorate of sodium with milk sugar, 
while the n on -luminous flame of the lamp was observed through the 
slit of the telescope. Within a few minutes the flame, which gradually 
became pale and yellow, gave a distinct yellow sodium line, coincident 
in the solar spectrum with Fraunhofer's dark line, lasting for about 
ten minutes, and then entirely disappearing. From the weight of the 
sodium salt burnt, and the capacity of the room, it was calculated that 
in one part by weight of air^ there was suspended less than 1 -20,000,- 
000 of a part of soda smoke. As the reaction can be quite easily ob- 
served in one second, and as in this time the quantity of air which is 
heated to ignition by the flame could be calculated fiom\>\i^i^\A^'lv6%^^^ 
Mudfrom the oompositioa of the gases of the fLume \Xi^ ^^Y^«v.tl%\^!«^« 
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eame oat that the eye ia able to detect with the greatest eise qoantitieB 
of Bodiam salt less than 1-300,000 of a milligramme ia weight. The. 
reaction of potauium is not nearly so delicate; the spectrum contains 
only two characteristic lines, one in the outermost redy and the other in 
the violftt ray of the solar spectrum — points at which the eye ceases to 
be sensitive to the rays. The presence, however, of l-l,OOO.of a milli- 
gramme of the metal could be readily detected. Lithium gives two 
sharply defined lines — the one a very weak yellow line, and the other a 
bright red line, both towards the extreme red end of the solar spectrum; 
though the action is not so sensitive as with sodium, it is by far the 
most delicate test of the metal, the eye being capable of distinguishing 
with absolute certainty a quantity of carbonate of lithium less than 9-10* 
000,000 of a milligramme in weight. The authors found, to their sur« 

Srise, that lithium, instead of being a rare substance, was a very widely 
istributed one, occurring in almost all bodies. They found it in the 
water of the Atlantic; in the ashes of marine plants, in pure spring 
water; in the ashes of tobacco, vine leaves, and of grapes; and even in 
the milk of animals fed on crops giowing on the Rhine plant, on a non» 
granite soil. Strontiumj barium^ and calcium, all give character is tio 
spectra; that of itrontium is characterized by the absence of ^«eA bands* 
It contains, however, eight remarkable ones, namely, six red, one 
orange, and one blue line. To examine the intensity of the reaction, Kir- 
choff and Bunsen threw up in the air of tbe room, in the form of fine, 
dust, 0,077 grm. of chloride, and thoroughly mixed the air by rapidly 
moving an umbrella; the line immediately came out, and realixcd the 
presence of the 6-100,000 part of a milligramme of stronium. The 
barium spectrum is distinguished by two very distinct green lines, by 
which the authors were enabled to detect with certainty 1-1,000 of a 
milligramme of the metal. Calcium gives a broad and very character- 
istic green line, and moreover a bright orange line lying near the end of 
the spectrum. 6-10,000,000 of a milligramme of the chloride of the 
metal coul^ be easily detected. It is particularly worthy of note that 
spectra reactions of different metals do not interfere with one another| 
that each being characterized by some one or more special lines, it ia 
easy to make a qualitative analysis of a compound containing several 
elements: thus, Kirchoff and Bunsen were enabled to exhibit the reao* 
tions o£ p )fassiumy 9odium, lilhiumy calcium, and ttrotUitLm, in several 
mineral waters; to show the bands of $odium, potassium, lithium and 
calcium in the ashes of a cigar moistened with hydrochloric acid, and to 
point out the differences in the composition of various limestones. But 
the greatest triumph of the new method of analysis was the discovery 
of a fourth member of the group of alkali metaU. While working on 
the residue of a mineral water from Kreuznach, a spectrum was obtained 
which gave lines as simple and characteristic as those of lithium and 
sodium, but which were blue, and were not referable to any known ele- 
ment; these indefatigable chemists evaporated down no less a quantity; 
than twenty tons of the water, and obtained 240 grains of the platinum 
salt of the new metal, which they call coesium, from the Latin word ra»« 
tiM, 8i<2;nifying grayish blue, that being the tint of the two spectral 
lines which it shows. The new metal is very analagous to potassiumi 
but differs from it in the solubility of its nitrate in alcohol. Its equiva* 
Jent 13 117, being exactly three times that of potassium. It is scarcely 
poaaible to oveirate the probable impoilaiico tio Q\i«m\Q^^\Axv&^Q^ v.Vk\%.. 
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flaw and beautiful method of analysis. <'Ia speotram analysis/' obserya 
the authors, "the colored bands are unaffectod by any alteration of pbys- 
ieal coaditioDB) or by the presence of other bodies. The positions which 
tha. lines occupy in the spectrum, indicates the existence of a chemical 
property as unalterable as the coml^ining weights themselves, and may 
therefore be estimated with almost astronomical precision; it extends 
aknost to infinity the limits within which the chemical characteristics of 
matter have hitherto been confined. By an application of the method 
to geological inquiries, the most valuable results may be expected; it 
opens out moreover, the investigation of an entirely untrodden field, 
stretchins; even beyond the solar system, for in order to examine the 
composition of a luminous gas, we require, according to this method, 
only to see it; and it is evident that the same mode of analysis must be 
ajpplicahle to the atmosphere of the sun and the brighter fixed stars.*'-— 
Chemist and Druggist 



Arsenic Smoking in Asthma. 

The known alterative action of arsenic on the mucous membranes, as 
well as on the skin, would seem to account for its successful employ- 
ment in asthma. A recent letter to the London Lancef, from Frederic 
G-. Julius, M. D., which we re-publish entire, gives the following inter- 
esting case: — 

"A French lady has been subject to spasmodic asthma for twenty- 
five years, during twenty-one of which she had been frequently bled^ ' 
had issues and setons, smoked belladonna leaves and stramonium, taken 
every species and form of medicine, changed her residence to various 
places in Europe, and all without the slightest benefit. 

''Four years ago, when at Marseilles, Dr. Cauvin read an account to 
her of the benefit derived by asthmatics in China from smoking arsenic. 
Her sufferings were so great that, although Dr. Cauvin fully pointed out 
to her the risk and danger she incurred, she insisted upon trying it. 

''She commenced smoking a quarter of a grain of arsenic three or 
four times daily in a cigarette, and this she continued to do for about 
fourteen days, with the greatest benefit to her breathing and general 
health. iShe has subsequently much increased the dose, and when she 
feels an attack of asthma coming on, she does not weigh the arsenic, but 
takes up what she considers a sufficient dose with a small paper knife. 
I afked her to-day to give me in a piece of paper the dose she intended 
smcking, which khe did, and on weighing it carefully I found it a little 
over three grains. I analyzed it, and found it to be pure arsenic acid. 
I must also mention the important fact that she does not inhale the 
fumes and blow them out again, as in ordinary smoking, but when her 
mouth is full she swallows the smoke. 

"The only ill effects she has ever experienced is swelling of the eye- 
lids, and, when she first commenced, slight pricking pains in the stom- 
ach, but never to any troublesome extent. jShe considers herself cured. 
From being in a state of constant breathles^ne^s and suffering, unahle 
to lie down or make the slightest exertion, she is now able to go about 
like other persons, and is rarely threatened with an attack oftener than 
once in three or four months, and that is at ono« ato^^^^V^^ %\sl^\Iv^^v 
anenlo, with a very small quantity of belladonna oi «\.iax[iQ\i\xi^D^ vg^ >^ 
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dOM I bave mentioned. She now iise«, instead of a cigarette, a small' 
red pipe about five inches long. 

**She tells me that Dr. Cauvin lias used arsenic in the same way fa 
many ca^es of confirmed consumption, and has rarely failed in giviag' 
great relief and retarding the disease." 



i^k- 



PoisoNiNQ BY Strychnine applied to the Punctum Laohbt- 
HALE — Dr. Schuler relates an interesting case which occurred in 
Laugenbeck's practice. In a case of amaurosis, in a man 50 years of 
age, about the twelfth of a grain (less than five milligrammes) of pure 
strychnine was introduced by means of an ear-pick into the pttnctefA 
lachrymah; but as during this manipulation a poition of the powder 
was lost, about three milligrammes only entered the punctum. Three 
or four minutes had not elapsed when the patient's face became livid, 
and he was seized with spastic yawnings and vertigo. Free admission 
of air and cold aspersions were had recourse to, and "lavements*' were 
administered. The symptoms continued to increase, as shown by the* 
loss of speech and pulse, convulsive respiration, and violent tetanio 
shocks. Death seemed inevitable, when the severity of the symptems 
abated, and after a copious evacuation of urine and faeces, all had paa-. 
sed off in less than half en hour. From this fact it is evident that^ 
death might be rapidly caused by depositing in the corner of the io«' 
terior of the eye from five to fifteen centigrammes of strychnia; and sup- 
posing the remaining adherent powder to have been cleaned away, the 
detection of the cause of death might become a matter of extreme dif- 
ficulty. — Oazctte Medicale, 



Numerous Cesarean Operations by one Practitioner. — Dr. 
Winckel, Qf Gummersbach, near Cologne, practising among a rural pop« 
ulation living in a very wretched hygienic condition, and very subject to 
osteomalacia, has had occasion during nineteen years to perform the 
Csesarean operation, on account of deformed pelvis, thirteen times, tho 
deformity arising from osteomalacia in eight, and from rickets in five in- 
stances. In four of these cases gastrotomy was required only, as, in 
consequence of the rupture of the uterus, the children lay in the cavity 
of the abdomen. This occurred twice in one woman, who had already 
once before undergone the operation. Of these throe women, two re- 
covered; and, in fact, the issue of the operations must be regarded n$ 
favorable, seeing that six of the women lived, one of them having been 
operated upon three times, and therefore giving a proportion of eight 
recoveries to five deaths. After the operations, which were performed 
under chloroform, opium was given, and no inflammatory symptoms en^ 
sued.— -LondoA Med. Times and Gaz, 



Phlegmon after Vaccination. — A case was related at the Society 
de Chirurgie of a healthy child, two years of age, living in the country, 
whose life was nearly lost through phlegmonous erysipelas following 
Taccination with healthy virus. A succession of abscesses formed dnr« 
ing six weeks in the axillary and subpectoral regions, while the general 
gjmptoms much resembled those met with in meningitis. In the Soci- 
ety tbia was regarded as an example of a complication which may oo- 
CMwnallj supervene aft^r ilxe most t>iifi\ng o^etaXv^u^* '!&.1^^^^\\. voA. 
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nrioiit otber membera expreflsed tbeir opinion that the chances of opn* 
lecative inflammatory accidenta would be diminished if much. larger in* 
tervale were left between the punctures than is generally the case. M. 
Giraldes, agreeing in this precept, stili thought that more importance 
should be attached to the condition of the health of the vaccinated in- 
bnts, for in the Children's Hospital, the inmates of which manifest mor- 
bid aptitudes, phlegmonous erysipelas is not rare, even after the most 
carefully ^executed vaccinations.-^ (rajse^/e Hthdcmadaire. 
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Post Masters. 

We have no disposition to complain, and would bear much incon-> 
tenienoe rather than do so; but for the many letters we receive, making 
inquiry in regard to the Newi — some saying they have missed one or two 
numbers altogether. We can assure our friends that, although we have 
&llen back a little, still the numbers have been published regularly ia 
order; and have been mailed accordingly. We will take pleasure in 
pupplying missing numbers as far as we can. 

We had reason to expect that a change in Post Masters would create 
iome confusion, but did hope the neto incumbents would soon learn thei^ 
duties; it would be well to make some of them pay for their negligence,— 
ihe law allows it. 



It is recorded in the Medical Times and Gazette that the heart of a 
nan who was smashed by % body of rock falling upon him, weighing 
five tons, was found entire about five yards from the body, and, when 
first seen, actually palpitated. An arm, likewise, was literally cut off 
and thrown from the body. * 



Military Hospital of Cincinnati. — We are happy to inform ou? 
readers that the scandalous reports concerning the medical management 
of this institution, have proven to be wholly false. Committees of in* 
Testigation appointed by the citizens, have reported most favorably of 
its condition, and the treatment of the sick. The libels promulgated 
oonoeming it, have, no doubt, had their source in some of the numer- 
ous persons who have been admitted into it for the purpose of assisting 
in nursing, not being permitted to eonirol: — with some people, it is rule 
or ruin. * 



Treatment of Placenta FrsBTia. 
In a late number of the London Lancet, Dt. B.Q\>«t\> 'fivtw^ \v^% 
dowm the following rules for the treatment o£ ^\ae«iiVa \^x«h\v. 
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^ Ist. DetaeYi, with one flnget paMecl through tli6 eerriit, nil tbst pot^ 
tioD of the placenta which adheres to the cervical zone of thetLtemii! 

2d. Tap the amniotie sac, and drain off the Honor amflii. To effeei 

this some change of postare on the part of the patient-— holding the ce^* 

Tix a little free from the presenting head, which aometimes acta like 4 

ball-valve, completely closing the os — and firm pressure on the utettlt 

^ external ly, will sonyettmes be necessary. 

3d. If the nteros still remains flaccid; ^nd if hemorrhage eontinnee^ 
or, generally, where the patient is much exhausted, so that effective 
muscular contraction cannot be roused, artificial aid is called for in 
order to accelerate delivery. 

The Dr. considers that the treatment, as laid dewn in the first two 

rules, will be adequate to the ptirpose in the large majority of cases of 

placenta prssvia. He denies that hemorrhage increases with every stic- 

eessive detachment of placenta, and in proportion to the ^eitent of thtf 

detachment — but contractions concurring, which will generaNy resuUi 

flooding will cease upon the breaking up of the placental adhesiotti 

from the lower zone of the uterus, and emptying the bag of Waters. Ba^ 

in employing artificial delivery, when necessary in these cases, he ii 

opposed to the usual method of dilating the os, by forcing the hand 

through it. This method, he thinks, is liable to do much harm by 

bruising the hyperthropied cervix and injuring the vessels— leading 

may bo to fatal hemorrhages, or pyaemia. He proposes, instead, to in» 

troduce within the os uteri the caoutchouc dilator^ which conedsts of it 

bag of suitable size and shape rolled up and placed in situ cither by the 

fingers or by aid of a stem. This is then to be distended with air or 

water, so as to put the cervix gently on the stretch. This, he says, will 

act in three ways; ^'It will mechanically stretch the cervix just as the 

Batural bag of membranes will, when driven strongly down by vigorous 

oontractions of the uterus; it will press upon the mouths of .th^ vessel* 

and tend to arrest the hemorrhage; it will, again imitating the distended 

amniotic sac, excite the diastaltic function of the uterus by stimulating 

the incident nerves distributed over the os iaternum.** ^ ' 



SuBNiTKATS OF BiflMUTH IN GoNORRncBA. — Br. Mouslon, a Frenchr 
surgeon, mixes twenty parts of well washed bismuth io two hundred 
parts of water; throws some of this into the urethra and retains. H 
there for ten minutes-*-a local emollient bath having been previously, 
employed. A cure^ijs said to take place more, quickly than under the 
use of any other agent. * : 



Bromide of Potassiom Ef * an Aataphrodisiac. 
From »eoountB in the journals, bromide of potassium seems to be 
coming verj mueb iitto favor in tW f roiuavou la vx i^uU;^Vt<^>gi:\3iiiU 
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propertiea both upon the musoular appamtoa and secretorj 
flinctioDa of the organs of generation are maintained for it. As a 
remedj in nocturnal emissions it is highly spoken of by many. We 
De?er employed it but once ourselYCS in that complaint, and then with- 
out any result. 

It will be recollected that in the March number of this year of the 
jVevf, in an article upon puerperal insanity, Dr. Darrach, of Philadel* 
phia, spoke highly of this remedy in very many of the disorders of both 
the male and female sexual organs. He seemed to regard it as aoting 
as a specific ionic upon those organs. Also in the August number of 
the NttDs will bo found a report of a case of puerperal mania by Dr. 
Joshua Chitwood, of Connersville, Ind., in which this medicine* as re*- 
commended by Dr. Darrach, was successfully employed. We hope its 
merits, hereafter, may be more fully tested. * 



Infeotioxu Diseases Transmitted to the Child in Vtero. 

At a late meeting of the Academy of Medicine, of this city, Prof, 
Tate having mentioned some cases in which the foetus in utero became 
infected with puerperal feyer from the mother, one of the gentlemen 
present denied that infection of any kind could be thus transmitted. 
Without passing upon the correctness of this assertion as regards puer- 
peral fever, we assert confidently that the gentleman cannot maintain 
his position that the child in utero cannot become infected from the 
mother with any disease. If we cannot receive the evidence of such 
men as Vidal, Rieord, and Hunter, that the child in utero has been 
contaminated from the mother with syphilis contracted during preg- 
nancy, we cannot receive testimony of any kind in any disease. Even 
small pox, the gentleman to the contrary, notwithstanding, has been 
contracted in utero from the mother. We are aware that the footal and 
maternal circulatory apparatus are not continuous — ^^that the blood of 
the one does not pass directly into the vessels of the other; but that the 
only connection that exists, is, that the fcetal vessels are bathed in the 
blood of the sinuses of the placenta, as the branchisd of aquatic animals 
are in the water that surrounds them. But this being the case, can it 
be successfully maintained that the foetal tufts thus arranged cannot 
take up poison as well as nutriment from the maternal blood? Do not 
tiie lungs of the adult, which act as purifiers of tho blood, absorb del* 
eterious matters — miasms, and noxious gases? Because carbonic acid 
and effete matters of the foetus are separated from its blood in the pla- 
centa and carried away by that of the mother, yet it docs not follow 
that poisons coming from the mother may not pass into the blood of the 
foetus and infect it. 

We Mdrlae tho gentleman to reflect farther ou ih\a miA.Vn« "^ 
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SCEGEOW Appotntmbnts TO THK Armt.— We anderstand tliat Vw 
Oeo. C. Blackman and Dr. Wm. H. Maaaej have received appointmenti 
by the governmeDt as Brigade Sargeong. Prof. Blaokman has bees 
assigned to the staff of Oen. Mitchell in this city. 

In looking over the list of names of those who passed a snccessfal ex* 
amioatton before the Ohio State Medical Board at its last meeting, and 
were recommended by it to the Governor for appointmen'ts in the Ohio 
Yoluoteer Forces, we notice the names, for Surgeons, of Bobt. Fletcheii 
M. D., of Cincinnati, M. Litzenberg, M. D.^ of College Hill, Hamilton 
Ooiiiitj, and A. C. McChesney, M. B., of Batavia, Clermont County; fot 
8ui;g6ons' Mates, Byron Stanton, M.D., Salem, Columbiana County, and 
Jas. D. Webb, M. D., of CincinnatL * 



Perils of the Serrlee to the Medieal Staff. 

The Chicago Medical Journal of last month, edited by Drs. Brainard 
and Allen, speaking of the porils of the service to the Medical Staff, says 
it gives no credence to the highly wrought stories of Confederate butch* 
eries of surgeons and wounded soldiers. We, too, we are happy to say, 
have no confidence in the truth of these worse than foolish tales, the 
productions of highly excited passions. We have more oonfidence la 
the permanently ennobling and benign effects of civilization and re* 
ligion upon the human soul, than to believe that a people, who have 
been nurtured and brought up under their influence, would be capable 
of crimes and acts of barbarism that are only equalled by savages and 
the most uncivilized men. If such were the case, we must cease to 
have any confidence in man; we could not but consider that labors of 
love and piety had been lost upon him; that Christianity, so far as ben* 
efitting him in this life, had been a failure ; and that education, instead 
of having a refining influence upon him, tended only to exalt his 
wickedness by opening new sources of crime. Human nature, we admit, 
is, in many respects, a very fickle thing, yet we cannot help but think 
that to some degree it is worthy of our reliance, that to some extent we 
can bestow upon it our confidence. We must believe that man has a 
moral nature — that his morality is not a mere fabric built upon princi- 
ples of policy only — that there is in him that honestuh so oflen meft* 
tinned by Cicero in his De Officii$, 

That acts of cruelty have often been perpetrated, we have no donbi. 

We are sorry to say that there are men capable of any deed of depravity, 

but it is unnatural to suppose that the whole of a people who form n^ 

small part of oar government, could become so depraved as to be disre* 

gMrdfal of the most ordinary law* ot Viuman\!t]. ^xu\aX ^^^t^^tw^ «,pai 
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fa ill eonntries and oommunities, but we tbould not rate tbe wBole bj 
tlM wicked deeds of individuale. In armies, especially, composed as 
thej are of large bodies of men, many of whom have been derived from 
the lowest classes of society, possessing unusual facilities for indul* 
genoe of their vile propensities, it is not astonishing that many brutali* 
ties occur. Indeed, it would be wonderful if many did not. 

From all the information that we can derive from reliable sources, 
surgeons who have been taken prisoners, and the wounded, have re- 
Ottved kind treatment in the South. We have read the statementa of a 
number of surgeons who fell into the hands of the enemy at Bull's Bun 
and they are all to this effect. That field hospitals have been fired upon, 
and surgeons shot down in discharge of their duty is probable, but due 
allowance must be made for the mistakes of the ignorant. Among such, 
a large body of raw recruits as compose the armies of the North and 
South, it is not improbable to suppose that many have as yet been un<- 
aequainted with the rules governing the treatment of surgeons. 

In conclusion, we will say, that the only efiecc such reports can have, 
BO far as they may have any influence at all, will tend to injure our own 
armies by deterring competent surgeons from volunteering. Of course, 
surgeons, as non-combatants, would prefer the foe to be a civilized peo- 
ple, than that they should bo savages and barbarians, * 



The following is taken from the American Medical Times, and is of 
great importance to the Army Surgeon; indeed, we have been asked 
repeatedly for instructions in this department, and are happy to be able 
to give it as coming from head quarters. We call attention to the note 
at the conclusion; and advise those who may, hereafter, present them- 
selves to the board of examiners, to note the difference between Piro- 
goff*s and Chopart's operation at the ankle joint, as they will, most un- 
doubtedly, be examined in reference to these operations. 

Duties of Brigade Surgeons. 

General Ordebs, No. 20. — The following regulations respecting 
the duties of Brigade Surgeons are published for the government of 
all concerned: 

1. The Brigade Surgeons will frequently inspect the police, cook- 
ing, clothing, and cleanliness of the camps and men iu respective Brig- 
ades; the position and condition of the sinks, the drainage of the camp 

S'ounds, the ventilation of the tents, etc.; making written reports to the 
rigade commanders whenever, in their opinion, any errors in these 
respects require correction, and sending duplicates of these reports to 
tbe Medical Director of the Army. 

2. They will see that the medicines, hospital stores, instruments, and 
dressings of the several Begimental Surgeons are kept constantly suf- 
ficient in guantitj; in ^od order, and at a\\ t\m%i^ it^^^ ^*^x ^j^Na:^^ 
gerrice. 
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3. They will colleot from the several Regimental Surgeons, and trant- 
mit, every Saturday moruing, to the Medical Director, a copy of their 
morning report made to the commanding officer of the llegiment, aii4 
will accompany these with remarks showing the character of the prinoi* 
pal diseases prevailing. 

4. They will promptly report to the Medical Director all changes la 
station, and location, of themselves, or any of the medical officers la 
their brigades, with the number, date, and auUiority of the order by 
which such changes were made. 

5 They will inspect carefully all men receiving certificates of disa* 
bility for discharge, and, if they approve, they will countersign such 
oertifiofttas. 

6. The hospital attendants, to the number of ten men to a regiment, 
and the regimental bands, will be assembled under the supervision, of 
the Brigade Surgeons, and will be drilled one hour each day, except 
Sunday, by the regimental medical officers, in setting up and disman- 
tling the hand stretchers, litters, and ambulances; in handling mea 
carefully, placing them upon the litters and the ambulance beds, palv 
ting them into the ambulances, taking them out, etc.; carrying men upoa 
the hand stretchers (observing that the leading bearer steps off with 
the left foot, and the rear bearer with the right;) in short, in everything 
that can render this service effective, and the niost comfortable for the 
wounded who are to be transported. 

7. Brigade Surgeons will see that the orders of the Commanding 
General, in relation to the uses to which ambulances are to be applied 
are strictly obeyed, and they will report promptly to the Brigade Com^* 
manders all infractions of these orders. 

8. Whenever a skirmish or affair of outposts occurs, in which any 
portion of their Brigade is engaged, they will see that the ambulances 
and stretchers, properly manned with the drilled men, are in immedi- 
ate attendance to bring off the wounded; and that the Regimental Med^ 
ical Officers are at their posts, with their instruments, dressings, and 
hospital knapsacks, iu complete order, and ready for immediate use, so 
th^t no delay may occur in rendering the necessary surgical aid to the 
wounded. 

9. They will report in writing to the Medical Director, within twenty- 
four hours after any affair with the enemy, the name, rank, and regi- 
ment of each of the wounded, the nature and situation of the wound, 
and the surgical means adopted in the case. 

10. Brigade Surgeons will be held responsible that the hospital ser- 
vice in their brigades is kept constantly effective, and in readiness for 
any emergency^ No reu:issness in this respect will be tolerated or 
overlooked. 

By command of Maj.-Oen. McClellan. 

S. Williams, Asm' t Adjutant- General. 
Cffioial. 
Richard B. Ikwiw, Aid-de-Camp, 

Note. — The Medical Director desires that ezsection of the shoulder 
and elbow-joints shall be resorted to in preference to amputation, in all 
eases offering a reasonable hope of success, and that Pirogoffs operatioa 

Mt the ankle should be preferred to Chopart's, or to amputate above tha 

ankle, in cases that might admit of a ohoiQ^ 
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mSOELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS AND SELECTIONS. 



-' Eaton ITedical Society. 

Messrs. Editors: — The semi-annual meeting of the Eaton Medical • 
Soeietji: Was held in Eatoji at -the Eagle Hotel on .the 10th inst.' The 
lilt business trjansacted by theSoeiety was an unanimous vote that the 
Secretary should furnish the Begi^bter with an abstract of the Society's 
proceedings, as there is no subject in which the family of mankind have 
a deeper interest than that of medicine. The Society was called to order 
bj the President, (Dx- William Lindsay,) and the minutes of the pre- 
yions meeting read and approved After which the President delivered 
his Inaugural Address, ayv-extfact-from which will show the necessity of 
medical societies: ^^Medidne ii a progressive science; has been, and must 
for Various reasons continue so to be to the end of time, unless man shall 
arrive at a state of perfection in. science which to our comprehension 
and intellectuality can never be reached. Diseases change in charac- 
ter — are influenced by location, climate, idiosyncrasy, or peculiarity of 
constitution and temperament. To enable us in a good degree to meet 
these diflScultiefe and perplexities we look to the gradual -advancement . 
of medical science as new and more efficient remediefs, judgingfrom'the 
past, shall from time to time be brought to light. The vegetable and 
mineral kingdoms will continue to furnish- medicinal wealth, and other 
remedies of acknowledged powers in the treatment of^ disease will be 
added to our Materia Medica." Indeed, the history ief medical science 
during the last ten years, proves, that ^'old things have passed away and 
all things have become new" — medically. 

After the Address was delivered, Dr. Wallace moved that the Ad« 
dress of the President be accepted and the thanks of the society 
tendered to the author — motion carried. By article 9. of the Society's 
constitution the following committees were appointed to report at the 
next meeting: — Ist. On Quackery, Crs. Matchett and Nisbet; — 2d. On 
Improvements in Medical Science, Drs. Crume, Wallace and Gans; — 3d. 
On Collateral fciciences, Drs. EbersolC) Donnellan and Tobey. Dr. 
Small, of Eaton, and Dr, JJooven, of Baltimore, 'wetepio^o^.^^W \s\vcdl- 
henbip, recommended and elected. Dra. A. 11. l^aV^T^ o^ C\\i^\w\i^>:\^ 
J. F. Hibbard, of Richmond^ J. C. Eeevo, oi Dajton, u.ti\^^^ v'^^t^^* 
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"Wallace A. M., were elected Honorary members. The object of tbe 
Eaton Medical Society is tbe diffusion of knowledge among its mem* 
bers — knowledge obtained by tbe advancement* and review of Medical 
Science. Tbe necessity for sach an organization is admitted by all in* 
tellieent physician s; as a recital of knowledge obtained by investigatioDi 
can in this way be communicated more efficiently and more rapidly than 
by any other means. Article 3d. of Soc'y's Const, reads thus: Any 
Begular Physician in good standing may become a member of this So* 
ciety by a vote of three-fourths of its members present. Who then is a 
regular physician? One who has received a regular medical educationi 
that, and that alone furnishes the only presumptive evidence of profes* 
sional abilities and acquirements and ought to be the only acknowledged 
right of an individual to the exercise and honors of this profession. The 
following resolutions were unanimously passed. Ist Resolved, That it 
is as necessary for a physician to take one or more Medical Journalg 
and belong to a medical society, in order to be in good standing, as it 
was for him to study medicine before he could be licensed to practice. 
2d. Resolved, That as the regular medical profession has no secret 
medicines, no man can be in good standing, who pretends to have a 
secret medicine. If a medicine is good any concealment regarding it, 
is inconsistent with beneficence and professional liberality. And if the 
compound will not stand scientific investigation, then the using of it 
implies either disgraceful ignorance or fraudulent avarice. 3d. Resolved^ 
That this society sets the seal of its disapprobation, by a unaAimons 
vote, on any practitioner of medicine, who pretends to have a secret in* 
fallible medicine for Diphtheria (Sore Throat) or Asthma, Moved that 
the President request Dr. Wallace to procure a speaker to deliver an 
Address on the evening of the next meeting. Motion carried. Drs. 
Grume and Woody were appointed a committee to report at the aex^ 
meeting on Consumption. Drs. Lindsay, Wallace and Woody were ap- 
pointed a committee to publish the Society's Chart, Constitution, By- 
Laws, and Fee-Bill. Adjourned to meet at West Alexandria, 2d Tues- 
day of January at 10 o'clock A. M. 

R. Walxace, M. D., Secretary. 

The above was sent us by the Secretary of the Society, Dr. Wallace^ 
In a note accompanying the "slip" we found the following: "I was in* 
structed by the Society to have the proceedings published in the Eatoa 
Register, and in the Medical and Surgical News — You can make all 
necessary changes in this slip and publish in Med. and Sur. News if 
you please — It will save me the trouble of re-writing." — We are sorry 
our friend would think it a trouble to write the proceedings for our Jour- 
nal; and we will inform him that we have not the time to make changes. 

We take great pleasure in publishing anything coniing from the Eaton 
Medical Society; it is one of tbe oldest and best in the State, and we are 
proud to have our name enrolled upon its minutes as an Honorary Memhevm 
Far back upon the records our name stands as one of the incorporators— 
and for many years we enjoyed the privilege of participating in its 
doings;— long nmy it live and spread its benign infiaence over the profes* 
Bion and people. 



t 



1861. Editors News. 311 

From tlie character of the resolations adopted we see the quack kill' 
ing propensity still exists; we remember the time when that class ^f 
9aipper$ coald not exist within range of its fire — and we have reason to 
hope that snoh will ever be the ease. The resolntion which allndea to 
the taking of Medical Journals and belonging to a Medical Society, ii 
too good to be overlooked, for surely no man is fit to practice medicine 
without he keeps up with the literature of the profession, and assoeiateA 
with his brethren. We pity the Doctor who does neither, and his ptiientg 
much more. 



For the Medical and Sni;gical Kews. 

Editobs News. — Will you permit a student to report a case, for your 
valuable Journal, that, if as interesting to others as it is to him, will 
eompensate for the perusal. 

On the 30th day of August last, I visited, in company with my Pre> 
oeptor, a negro woman, to whom he was called in haste as she was 
supposed to 'be in labor. Upon examination per vaginam the os uteri 
was found dilated to the size of a dime, the liquor amnii escaping freely, 
and she complaining of pains and uneasiness in the back. She was 
ordered a dose of castor oil to evacuate the bowels, and, after it had the 
desired effect, the pains ceased and the patient enjoyed usual health. 
She remained in this condition ten days and three hours, at which time 
we were again summoned to visit her and she was delivered of a healthy 
ehild; two hundred and forty-three hours having elapsed from the escape 
of the water until the delivery took place. When I left home, the last 
of September, the mother and child were doing well. 

I look upon this case as a very remarkable one, for I supposed that 
when the liquor amnii was discharged so long before delivery, the child 
would cease to exist. 

Very Respectfully, W. T. Davis. 



iRRsauLAR Practitioners in the Armt. — Among other instancea 
which have recently occurred of improper persons being appointed as 
Burgeons to U. S. volunteer troops, is that of Mr. John J. Craven, of 
Newark, N. J., to the office of Brigade Surgeon. He is represented as 
having been engaged in mechanical and mercantile pursuits until about 
two years since, when he set himself up as a "Doctor," without having 
attended medical lectures, and without a diploma or a license. Ho 
obtained the office of surgeon to one of the three months regiments 
before the war, and hence his present appointment. The District 
Medical Society of the county of Essex, N. J., have, through their 
President, sent a remonstrance against it to the Surgeon General of th^. 
U. 8. Army, statiiig. facts, which, it is believed, wiW cau^^ ai^-^Q^i^\^^^V 
lion of the sppdnUfimt. 



813 Foreign Corve»ponicnc$, Noyembei^* 

Foreign Coirespondeiiee. 

BT DAYID P. SMITH, M. D. 

Bnblin, May 16. — Saw Mr. Wilde and Br. Stokes. I was particu- 
larlj struck with the remarks of Mr. Wilder upon the unaDimity of feel« 
ing which characterized the profession in Dublin. He said that in 
most instances, if not all, those who had become noted for anything' 
were supported and confirmed in their special aims by the rest of the 
profession, and that instead of publishing marvellous reports and quea*' 
tionaUa procedures to bring grist to the mill, there was nothing of the 
sort known. The profession was too honorable and too high socially to 
descend to any such thing. Men uncouth in their manners and any- 
thing but pleasimg, had been, for their sterling worth, placed by their 
professional brethern in positions of influence and affluence. 

May 17. — Mr. Wilde's clinique that I visited to-day appears to be 
Tery capitally conducted. I have seen no place, not even excepting the 
clinique of M. Sichel, that gives more facility for the study of eye and- 
ear diseases. I saw many cases of almost entire destruction of the eyes, 
resulting from the Irish famine years ago. Purulent ophthalmia of 
young children I observed was treated by a leech at the external angle 
and a purge of calomel. Ulcers upon the cornea were touched by m 
camel's hair brush dipped in solutions of argon ti nitras, five and ten 
grs. to the ounce. A case was shown of congenital absence of one 
meatus auditorius externus, the other ear being perfect. A lad of about 
fifteen years was brought by his father, who, supposed to be deaf and 
dumb, had recently evinced signs of hearing, and make attempts al 
speech. 

May 18. — T aocompained Dr. Stokes to-day in his rounds of the 
Meath Hospital, and saw much to interest me, which, however, can 
hardly be expressed on paper. The rapidity with which Dr. Stokei 
seized upon the chief points of the case, the ease with which he gives to 
each symptom its appropriate place and importance, his wise discretion 
in dealing with physical symptoms, and the readiness with which he 
adapts his remedies to the varying conditions and requisites^ must be 
seen to be appreciated. 

May 20. — This morning I visited the lying-im hospital now under 
the charge of Dr. Alfred H. McClintock, who stands very high in thii 
city as a scientifio man. In going wi^h him around the wards of this 
munificent charity, I saw much reason to admire the care and tact with 
which he appreciated the wants of, and ministered to each case. In 
conversing upon puerperal fever he remarked that the opiate plan of 
treatment had not been successful in his hands; that he placed more 
reliance upon leeches than anything else, but that the disease assumed 
so many forms that he thought it wrong to generalize upon the treat- 
ment. I observed, however, in going the rounds that every patient 
that had had any considerable soreness in the abdomen had been well 
leeched, had taken castor oil and turpentine by way of a purge, and 
blue pill, digitalis, James' and Dover's powders pro re nata. He called 
my attention to several cases where pelvic cellulitis, arising from puer- 
pera,\ peritonitis, was slowly resolving under this treatment. He in» 
sisted upon the necessity of carefully examining the groins in every 
case of retarded recovery after accoucViment,\)ec?!i\v»^\)^^^\Axa.\iWTvts and 
tonics aad gentle exercise, prescri\)ed undw lYie \d««t ot no \Q<i^Vivyft.y 
made the suppuration of these pelvic iutume«e^ti^^ Q«rt»Mi% 
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The utmost care is aged in this Charity to prevent infection. The 
beds in which the women lie-in are made of straw, in order that they 
may be destroyed after once using. It is fonnd that the mental emo- 
tions have the greatest effect upon the women here confined, for, as the 
Master remarked, a woman will have got through her travail excellently 
when her aunt or sister will come in, telling the poor woman that her 
husband has been drinking, or some such agreeable intelligence, and 
then disease sets in. In fact, it has been necessary to have no one 
admitted, except by permission obtained in each case, and those permia- 
lions are usually restricted to the husband and mother. Mental dis- 
tress has such an effect in inducing disease that it is found that those 
who are unhappy at home or are unmarried are the ones to take puer- 
peral fever. Dr. McClintock's viewe upon mammary abscess are some* 
what peculiar. He thinks it arises from irritation of the nipple more 
frequently than from any other cause, and is best treated by coolinf^ 
evaporating lotions. I was shown a case where on the vulvae there ap- 
peared to be two Hunterian cancers, but on passing the finger a little 
higher the great mass and induration of the disease caused one to im- 
mediately exclaim carcinoma. A case was shown me as a caution against 
the careless use of the tampon. The woman said that some years ago a 
tampon had been applied for three months with daily changes, to check 
profuse haemorrhage. Several months after that, having been admitted 
to this hospital on account of the continually recurring haemorrhage, 
one day a clot was observed in the os uteri, which being removed was 
ibund to be formed up6n a shred of cloth. Dr. Stokes called attention 
to the fact that you often obtained the first indication of returning health 
after fever from auscultation of the heart. A case was shown where 
pressure was being constantly made upon an abdominal aneurism by way 
of experiment. In a conversation with the conservator of the museum 
of the Royal College of Surgeons here I was told that any other treat- 
ment than that by pressure, of external aneurisms, had in Ireland been 
entirely given up. He showed me the cast of an aneurism of the pos- 
terior tibial, where pressure applied in the morning had, by the same 
evening, resulted in a cure. 

May 21. — Mr. Wilde today performed extraction in a very masterly 
manner. He was most particular in his avoidance of pressure, and al- 
lowed much time to elapse between each step of the operation. He 
remarked that a continental surgeon, who was once present at a very 
protracted operation of his for extraction of a dislocated lens, after the 
completion of the procedure with safety to the eye, complimented him, 
saying that he knew how to wait. Two cases were then subject to linear 
extraction, which a week previous had had the cataractous lenses broken 
up by the needle. They were easily evacuated, thus saving much time, 
and also the expense of keeping them in the hospital. 

May 22. — This morning I heard Mr. Colles lecture at Stevens' Hos- 
pital upon disease of the knee-joint. He did not seem very favorably 
disposed towards resection, but seemed to think that anchylosis might 
be obtained by rest and careful position as well as by excision. In going 
the rounds of the hospital with him, I saw many cases most interesting, 
which my limits forbid my mentioning. At Beveu P. M.. 1 ^^w\» Xa N}^^ 
LjiD^'in Hospital to bear a lecture from Dr. "HLcC\\ik^Q<iV, \\»^^a ««k. 
tie eoodition of ^ woman after delivery^ and iiaa Te^\eVft m>i>CL Y^^«ttft»i? 
*'-•• / wAsphaaed thnt the nervm* shoch bo AiKce^^TaL'^ Vj «^^^^^ 
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was fully noticed, and declared to baYe repeatedly produced death in 
this institution. Dr. Butcher showed me to-day some of his cases at 
Mercer's Hospital. One of the most interesting was that of a girl about 
ten years of age, from whom he had removed full six and a half inchei 
of the whole diameter of the shaft of tho left femur, before new bone 
bad formed. Eyery endeavor was made to preserve the periosteum, and 
extension was kept up, and now the little sufferer has a serviceable 
limb but little shorter than normal. Another case was shown me where 
much necrosed and carious bone had been removed from both the upper 
and lower portion of the tibia. So extensive had been the removal of 
bone that splints were required for the solution of continuity, but the 
result was a perfect limb. I was present some four or five years ago at 
an amputation of a leg, performed on account of the utter destruction 
of the lower part of the tibia by this disease. Had the true nature of 
the affection been recognized early in this case, and free incisions made, 
and perhaps the bone trephined, I have no doubt the young man would 
have saved his limb. 

May 24. — Mr. Wilde's infirmary presented to-day many cases most 
instructive to the observer. He mentioned the practical fact that leeches 
at the outer angles of the eye did not occasion the oedema always follow* 
ing leeches upon the under eyelid. If I have not already described a 
curious disease of the appendages of the eye, I will now. A patient 
will present himself with all the outward appearances of purulent op- 
thalmia, and yet, says Mr. Wilde, an abscess of the outer angle of the 
eyelids occasions ail this, and a free opening of it relieves all the symp- 
toms. A case of meningitis was shown me, having got nearly well under 
the use of the bi-chloride of mercury. Inasmuch as it followed close 
upon syphilitic iritis, Mr. Wilde judged it to be syphilitic. 

Mr. Bobt. W. Smith showed me to-day in the Bichmond Surgical Hos- 
pital several very interesting cases. One was exsection of the knee, in 
a female of middle age, performed four months ago. Sufficient osseous 
union has taken place to render the limb inflexible, but a profuse dis- 
charge is rapidly wearing the patient out. Becovery in this case is very 
doubtful. I was struck with the very great pains with which the pro- 
fessor dressed the limb, taking particular care to prevent protrusion for- 
wards of the lower end of the femur. A case of fiat foot was then shown, 
which was placed in an apparatus of Prof. Smith's invention, the essen- 
tial part of which is a pad worked by a screw, which, the rest of the foot 
being firmly held, presses firmly against the os scaphoides, compelling 
it to occupy its proper place. Prof. Smith said that one week's wearing 
of the apparatus would restore the foot to its proper shape, and a few 
weeks' perseverance in its use accomplish a cure. 



BY C. T. SWAN, M. D. 

Paris, Sept. 6, 1861. — As M. Masionneuve has written but little, he ii 

consequently but little known beyond his wards. He is now over fifty 

years of age, was formerly attached to the Hospital Cochin, but for the 

last five years has held a service in the Hospital la Pitie. His bald 

head is very round and large, forehead immense, eyes large and bril- 

Jiant, nose turned up, mouth decidedly non-classic, chin double, and 

underneatb a string of whiskers whiob com^ iTom ^^c^V ^vc xi^ xs^fiUke a 

cap strap. He is of low stature, and \>3 ttie %\»e oi\n& iXi^^mv^ \^ i«%. 

dered flomewhat ongracefuU In maixiieTa, ^cft^^Mi\^i xwx^A'^ ^wi 
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and forcible as a speaker, and as an operator, there never was one wlio 
could tortuve poor sick humanity with more perfect sang-freid than he* 
For example, who but he could smilingly circumvallate so tender an 
organ as the eye, with six or eight ^cAe«, each cruel spike driven firmly 
to the orbit's base, and no anaesthesia thought of. 

"Who can all sense of others' pains escape^ 
Is bat a brute at best, in human shape.'* 

I forgot to state in my last letter -that the Jleches were, perhaps, first 
introduced by a surgeon of Lyons. There is no one thing probably 
which better exemplifies the "progress of surgery," than the present 
management of fractures. With what uncouth lumbersome machines 
the unfortunate patients used to be encased, and how bedridden they 
got, whereas now, the dressing is so light, strong, and safe, that the 
aun with a broken leg walks in the garden. Our New York surgeons, 
though, seem not yet all to appreciate this style. They revere antiqui- 
ties; and I will venture to say that there are more of the old clumsy frac- 
ture apparatus, now used in the three New York Hospitals, than in all 
ike sixty- two like institutions of Paris. 

The modern substitutes for planks, etc., are of course familiar to you. 
Dextrine, gelatine, caoutchouc, plaster of Paris, are all in vogue. The 
last-mentioned is evidently the best, for it has been under itrial since 
ihe time of the elder Larry, who, it is said, first used it; and to this day 
it stands the most popular. The methods of application have naturally 
ehanged as experiences accumulated. Larry, for instance, moulded the 
limb in it — others put on a saturated circular bandage — others again 
dusted the powdered plaster over wet bandages — others still applied it 
with a trowel as on a wall; and so on to the end, or rather, until the 
arrival of Maisonneuve. The question is now settled, and all other 
modes are obsolete. M. Maisonneuve had once the good luck to receive 
m fracture of the leg, and so this method he first planned on his own 
peraon. 

For example and explanation, let us suppose a broken tibia. He 
orders four coarse cloths, longer than the leg, and each so broad that 
when folded three or four times, they will be respectively reduced to a 
breadth of from two to four inches — the breadth, of course, varying with 
the limb under treatment. After these cloths have thoroughly soaked 
in the fluid plaster, they are taken dripping from the vessel, and directly 
applied along the sides of the limb. The lower ends of three of them 
embrace the foot and lap intimately on the sole. The front one passes 
on the dorsum to the toes. A circular bandage, saturated or not, is 
then quickly rolled up to the knee and perhaps down again to the foot. 
When this bandage has not been soaked in the plaster, the apparatus is 
called demi-platre. In five minutes after everything is solid. The 
liquid splints have become firm, and every point is supported with an 
impartiality heretofore unapproached. 

Unless when the soft parts are greatly injured, M. Maisonneuve often 
applies this apparatus immediately, or may be one day after the accident. 
This seems unsafe, and indeed I have sometimes seen most discredit- 
able results. However, if any trouble is suspected of existing, there is 
noapparatuS; as a permanent one, that can afibcd a more easy &!^^tOQA\v 
to tba Umh. And the debarrassment need \>e otAy partviV, ^Q'c ^^\Ait ^^oi^ 
removal of the bandage one splint, two aplinta, ox 21x13 ^%.xV» o^ ^ v^'O^ 
ma be readily taken oft,, and the remaindex alaudft &cm\tt Vui^ ^mV-I* i*^ 
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the parts thns axpoied require washes, sncb ean be used witb impunity^ 
The splints are not easily softened. In like manner are treated almost 
all fractures — femur, patella, clayicle, etc. 

A great many have failed to have success with this process of Maison* 
neuve, and it has often been because the cloth used was too fine. Som# 
coarse material is the thing, such as old coarse hospital sheeting. The 
solution of plaster should be as thin almost as milk. 

The lectures in the '^progress of surgery" continue. In my next 
letter I will try to describe something actually new — namely, a uretb^ 
rotome. — Amer, Med, Times. 



SifEusion of Germs, (Panspermia,) Eesearches upon SpontaneouB 

Generation. 

We recently gave our readers the views of this question entertained 
by Pouchet; many scientific men have pronounced against the conclu* 
sions of this zoologist, and have referred the origin of the vegetable my* 
coderms obtained by him, where the atmospheric air was excluded, to 
microscopic germs floating in the air, and which are so small that they 
may be introduced into the apparatus, despite the precautions taken to 
exclude them. According to this theory it is necessary to suppose that 
the air is full of these germs, therefore Pouchet has undertaken to subf 
mit the atmospheric air to microscopic examination. He has hot found 
either germs or spores of infusoria in the dust suspended in the air, but 
he has found a great number of grains of starch. The air of great cities 
and other inhabited places, contains many of these starch grains, which, 
according to him, one might take to be eggs of infusoria, or germs of 
mycoderms. He has found them among the dust of old cathedrals, and 
even from the dust obtained from Egyptian mummies, and the cham- 
bers of the pyramids, as well as among the ruins of Grecian temples. 
Tet there must be something in the air which has escaped recognition 
by the microscope, for by causing a quantity of air to pass through a 
tube containing calcined asbestos, and introducing some of this material 
into liquids which previously had access only to calcined^ air, and which 
consequently contained no trace of vegetation, Pasteur has been able to 
develop mucedines. We have seen the apparatus of this chemist in use 
at the Ucole Normale de Paris. This apparatus is remarkable for its 
simplicity and precision, and it is impossible to object to his conclusionSi 
for they preclude the possibility on the part of nature to continue her 
creative works in connection with elements purely mineral, or to animate 
them with the organic influence. 

This chemist has already informed us, that, in order that vegetation 

may be developed, or fermentation produced, there is required a liquid 

containing water, a salt having ammonia as a base, a carbonaceous subr 

stance, and a phosphate; the air is necessary only for a moment while 

we introduce into the flask some spores of peniciliumy or a little dust ob» 

tained from the air by the process indicated above. The mycodermio 

vegetation is then developed in less than a day, and, what is particularly 

remarkabldt it is developed in the dark as well as in the light. The 

prdiaary law does not govern these \\tt\e ot^awV^m^, fot ihe^ neither 

give out oxygen nor absorb free carbonic ac\d\ V>\x\. o\i V)cv«k <iVi\iU\«^ ^«^ 

disengage carbonic acid, and iucteaae bj ^x.\ik^ «.mTao\i\^ wi^ \V^»r 
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phoric acid. The germs Tvhicli produce tliese marvellous effects are not 
nniformlj distributed in the air; thus Pasteur, making comparative ex* 
periments with one and the same liquid arranged in flasks completely 
deprived of air, found that the air from the cellars of the Observatory 
lM>Dtained only one-tenth part as many germs as the air from the court 
of that establishment; and that the air contained fewer germs in propor- 
tion to its elevation in the atmosphere. This chemist has performed 
eomparative experiments in the mountains of Jura, at an altitude of 800 
metres, and in the Alps at Montanvert, (Savoy,) at 2,000 metres above 
the level of the sea; and he has proposed to take the air from a much 
greater elevation by the aid of a balloon. 

These researches present an interesting field to the naturalist. Pas- 
teur has many species in vegetation, new and hitherto unknown. By 
varying the conditions, it will doubtless be possible to obtain others, as 
Paul Laurent has already done with the infusoria, in a work of which 
we wili^speak further on. On the occurrence of these researches, Bous- 
Bingault called attention to a fact pointed out by Bineau, of Lyons, who, 
while examining a specimen of rain-water, containing nitrates and am- 
monia in solution, found these materials disappearing under the influ- 
ence of cryptogamic vegetation. In reference to this great question of 
the assimilation of nitrogen, we would refer the reader, who wishes to 
understand it thoroughly, to the valuable work of Boussingault, just 
published, entitled, ^^Agronomie^ Chimie Agricole et Physiologie*^ 

In order that plants may be developed in meteoric waters, these wat- 
ers should be found in the condition of Pasteur's liquids. It is known 
that rain-water contains assimilable nitrogen and also salts of potash, 
soda, lime, etc., but it has heretofore lacked the indispensable element, 
phosphoric acid, which had never been detected in rainwater. This 
chasm in the series of fertilizing principles of meteoric waters has at 
length been filled by Barral, who has discovered phosphates in rain- 
water. To' avoid all sources of error, this chemist has experimented 
entirely with an apparatus of platinum. In the residue of evaporation 
be has obtained the phosphorous in the condition of phosphoric acid, as 
phosphate of bismuth, (Chancel's process,) and as the ammoniaco mag- 
Desian phosphate. He has thus found a quantity of phosphoric acid, 
varying from .05 to .09 of a milligram to a litre of rain-water (=0.0005 
to 0.0009 gram.) 

From these results it may be calculated that the rain-water of an 
ordinary shower furnishes about 400 grams of phosphoric acid to the 
French hectare or (2^ English acres.) Now since the researches of 
Boussingault have proved that a hectolitre (2f) of wheat takes from the 
Boil about one kilogram of phosphoric acid, we see that to obtain seven 
or eight hectolitres of wheat to the French hectare^ which corresponds to 
a harvest without the use of manure, it would be necessary to let the 
field repose for twenty years, if the soil did not previously contain a 
trace of phosphates. Barral in 1850 to 1852, made researches upon 
rain-water to detect the presence of phosphoric acid in the residue of 
evaporation; the udometers and other vessels of platinum employed in 
the present investigations were constructed at the expense of the 
Academic dcs Sciences. — Silliman's Journal. 
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HotM on the Harooties. 

BY EDWABD PARRISH. 

An experienced medical practitioner, in a recent letter to bis offiot 
Btudent, in attendance on medical lectures, advises him to acquaint 
himself thoroughly, daring his term of study, with affections of th« 
nervous system, as upon a thorough knowledge of these, and their treat* 
ment, his success in practice would mainly depend. 

That this advice accords with the prevailing ideas of physicians, is 
especially obvious to the pharmaceutist, who, in comparing the recent 
prescriptions, on his files, with those of twenty years ago, cannot fail to 
notice the increased use of medicines primarily affecting the nervous 
system, instead of mercurials, drastic cathartics, blisters, and the likOi 
formerly so much relied on. 

From an analytical table of prescriptions which I prepared some five 
years ago, from my oWn files and those of several pharmaceutical Ariends, 
it appeared, that on an average 24 per cent, of the prescriptions ex-* 
amined, contained either opium, morphia, or hyoscyamus, in one or 
other of their preparations, while the mercurials of all kinds, of which 
blue pill is now by far the most popular, were directed in 23 per cent* 
of the prescriptions; iodine and iodide of potassium in only 6 per cent, 
and though the files were examined with reference to the different 
seasons of the year, cinchona, and its alkaloids, only appeared in 9 per 
cent, of those written in Philadelphia. The preponderance, here shown, 
would, probably, be greatly increased in case of the preparations of 
opium, if the medicines dispensed without prescriptions were taken into 
account. Laudanum and paregoric are found in almost every dwelling, 
at all provided with medicines, while the great variety of carminatives 
and infant cordials, given so indiscriminately and so injudiciously, nearly 
all contain opium as their most active ingredient. 

In estimating the reliance placed by physicians upon narcotics, by 
the data above given, allowance must be made for their extensive employ- 
ment as correctives of the undue influence of agents primarily affecting 
the secretions. This is, indeed, one of their chief uses in prescribing, 
and in the case of opium, especially is, perhaps, often resorted to from 
habit, rather than from any indication in the symptoms. 

Next to opium hyoscyamus is the most popular of the class of cere- 
bral stimulants; its relaxing effect upon the bowels, secures its substi- 
tution for opium in very many instances; as an alterative, also, it shares 
with conium, belladonna, and stramonium, considerable reputation in 
appropriate combinations. The prophylactic effects of belladonna, its 
lisscrted specific influence on certain eruptive diseases, and its well 
known usefulness in opthalmic surgery, give its extract and alkaloid, 
atropia, prominent positions in the class. Conium is not unfrequently 
prescribed with sarsaparilla and the mercurials, while stramonium ia 
less in repute for internal use than in ointments applied to haamor- 
rhoids. Stramonium leaves are much employed for fumigation in asth- 
matic affections, a practice frequently productive of speedy relief, not- 
withstanding its alkaloid, daturia, is not volatile; that of conium being 
freelv so its leaf might be supposed to furnish a much better materiiu 
for the fabrication of asthmatio paper and aegars. Another eligible 
mode of admin tstmrins thia ' ' -^vft^ia, Q«p^\«XVi ^^^« <:^<^\i\si:\\s:v(i% 
rohti^f efiiiuaQC\dn. VvnXi >iXi^ ^^^^x ^l 
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^ater; tlie inconvenienGe of the method and the want of suitable appa- 
ratus have sometimes operated against a trial of merits; there is no real 
difficulty, however, in adjusting a good inhaler, when not readily acces- 
sible, by the use of a wide-mouth bottle and glass tube. 

Of all the narcotics, none has received so great an impulse, in our 
time, as Indian hemp. The incredible stories recorded by travelers in 
relation to the effects of hashish on the impressible natives of the Hast 
Indies, have given it a world-wide notoriety as an intoxicant, while the 
efforts of certain empirics, among us, who have advertised it extensively, 
under the plea of disinterested humanity, have drawn the attention of 
thousands, both in and out of the profession, to its availability in the 
treatment of phthisis. The extract of cannabis has, certainly, become 
one of the most popular, as it is one of the best of its class; its chief 
advantages are the exhilaration which accompanies, or rather precedes 
its complete narcotic effect, the remarkable control it exerts over nervous 
ioquietude and the absence of any noxious effect, either in diminishing 
the appetite, checking the secretions or constipating the bowels. The 
quality of the preparation is so varied, that physicians are often quite 
uncertain what dose to prescribe; some specimens seem nearly inert, 
while of others half a grain is a powerful dose, and a grain has pro- 
duced alarming symptoms. It is always best for the physician to assure 
himself beforehand on this head. It should be of a bright green color, 
heavy narcotic odor, and entirely soluble in alcohol. Squire's London 
manufacture is esteemed the best. In pi'escribing extract of cannabis, 
in liqoid form, the most approved combination is with carbonate of po- 
tassa, which renders the extract soluble in water, otherwise, dissolved in 
alcohol, it readily separates on being added to. aqueous and even muci- 
laginous preparations. I have met with one case only in which extract 
of cannabis produced those extraordinary hallucinations to which I have 
referred as being ascribed to hashish in the East. This patient, a con- 
sumptive, was often possessed with an idea of his own duality, seeing 
horrid visions of detached portions of himself. He seemed to be con- 
tinually haunted by the presence of an impervious director, on whose 
behalf his most trifling acts were performed. At times, even in the act 
of expectoration, he believed himself the agent of another for whose 
sufferings he felt the keenest sympathy. 

The very extensive use made of lobelia and sanguinaria in this coun- 
try, would, I think, surprise our transatlantic colaborers. The co-mbi- 
nation, in these remedies, of narcotic with emetic and diaphoretic prop- 
erties, fits them for a great variety of indications, though they seem to 
me by no means so safe and harmless as some rather ad'venturous pre- 
aoribers seem to suppose. A plant of the famous solanaceas family, to 
which belladonna, stramonium, and hyoscyamus belong, yields us the 
alterative narcotic dulcamara, of which we have only two preparations 
in the Pharmacopoeia — the decoction and aqueous extract, neither of 
them very eligible or apparently satisfactory to the profession. 

One very prominent element in the popularity of a remedy is its 
pharmaceutical eligibility, and there is little doubt that the neglect into 
which many valuable drugs have fallen is due chiefly to their not beins 
• presented to the practitioner in an eligible shape. 8lu<^^ t\\^ %%;tk.^'r^ 
abandonmei}/^ of the crude and inelegant claaa o^ iiitw'Q^oxi^ ^xl^ ^^^k^* 
. iiaog, there has been a manifest tendency to emplo'j ixioi^ <iOTi<iVQX*TaXi«^' 
,0ad reliable preparationa^ but the PhanQacopodla^ ixeN«t vtl ^^^wi^ ^'^ 
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the demands of tbe profession, has given no formulas in the cases of 
many of tbe most valnable. That this maj be partially remedied in thi 
edition now under revision by tbe eminently judicious and conserya^ 
tive committee appointed in Washington some eighteen months since| 
is greatly to be desired. 

Fluid extracts are now loudly called for on all hands. That many 
of this class of liquid preparations originated, and have come into use 
through the commercial enterprise and activity of certain manufactur* 
ing pharmaceutists, not amenable to the careful scrutiny of the profes* 
sion and the public, and whose processes are too uniform to be properly 
applicable to every drug, is no argument against the excellent schema 
of concentrating liquid preparations to such point as that their dose 
shall have the same relation in each case to that of the drug from 
which derived. Modern pharmacy, with a full appreciation of the com- 
position of almost every drug known to the profession, is now prepared 
to adapt solvents to each, which will fully extract its medicinal princi- 
ples, discarding those which are inert, and, by processes of evaporation 
within the reach of every apothecary, to reduce these to concentrated 
and permanent forms. The alcohol is sometimes an objection in tine- 
tures, from therapeutic incompatibility, while in syrups, which are 
always given in comparatively large doses, the sugar is equally objec- 
tionable. Fluid extracts, besides the advantage of correspondence of 
dose with that of the drug, contain a minimum of either of these anti- 
septic ingredients. They are, however, best adapted to drugs the doses 
of which are not very small, and I can see no advantage, for internal 
use, in more concentrated liquid preparations of the powerful narcotics 
than their tinctures already furnish, especially as the solid extracts are 
so easily incorporated with extemporaneous mixtures. The imported 
preserved juices are not recommended so much for greater concentra- 
tion as for their careful preparation directly from the fresh expressed 
juice of the plant before it has been altered by any processes of drying 
and subsequent treatment with menstrua. 

In this connection it may not be out of place to notice some facts in 
regard to the preparations of opium, of especial advantage in those 
cases in which laudanum is contra-indicated by its nauseating effects 
and the disagreeable symptoms produced as its effects are passing oft 
McMuDii's elixir has attained a place among the popular preparations 
of opium from the absence of these objectionable qualities, and the only 
obstacle to its use by physicians lies in its being a nostrum, the mode of 
preparation of which is carefully concealed. The prevailing opinion 
among pharmaceutists appears to be that this is an aqueous preparation, 
to which, after its completion, a very little alcohol is added to prevent 
decomposition, and, on this principle, numerous elixirs of opium are 
offered, though, as might be expected, McMunn's still takes precedence. 
The aqueous extract is a preparation well worthy of a fair trial in com- 
petition with the drug itself, or its tinctures; on theoretical grounds, it 
gives promise of good results. I have met with practitioners who un« 
hesitatingly give the preference to black drop and acetate tincture of 
opium, which they recommend as greatly preferable to the ordinary 
liquid preparation, while certain confirmed opiumdrunkarks give their 
testimony in the same direction, assetUng that these preparations^ con- 
taiaiag morphitk as acetate, produce less emae\a.\.\o\i ixom \\i w V^vcvwJSl 
use th&a those containing the natuiaV aa\l, m^coiia.lft ^t \sisiT^V>»., .^^ 
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the other band, I bave lately imported from London an elegant prepa* 
ration called solution of bi-meconate of morphia, resembling McMunn'a 
elixir, though still more completely deprived of odor, and apparently 
qaite free from the usual objections to laudanum. 

What is the dose of the morphia salt? One-eighth of a grain, say the 
older books and prescriptions; one- third of a grain, say recent authori- 
ties; one grain, say now a great many physicians, not only here but else- 
where. Formerly I hesitated to compound a prescription calling for 
this dose, now it is so frequently prescribed and administered, that we 
begin to regard it as safe, and cannot help setting down the fact as an 
offiset to the asserted lessening of doses to meet the demand of the 
times. — Med. and Sur, Reporter. 



Dentistry and Medicine. 

It seems to us that some dentists do not exactly understand what 
their truo relation is to practitioners of medicine or even their patients, 
with regard to medical advice. We contend that it is the duty of every 
dentist to become as fully acquainted with medicine as possible, that he 
may the better understand his subject in that relation, but we do not 
wish to be understood that every dentist should study medicine in 
every minutia, or take the degree of M. D., but he should know enough 
about it to understand where his dental practice stops. It has been 
said in an earlier history of our profession, that a dentist who under- 
Stood medicine and surgery, had as much right to practice the one as 
the other. This we do not doubt, but a proper respect for the medical 
practitioner, for himself, and the patients for whom he prescribes should 
limit his practice to within such bounds as would secure to his patient 
the greatest amount of good that could arise from a concentration of 
his science and skill upon a given specialty. On a former occasion, 
when speaking on this subject, we remarked that an intelligent dentist 
would often send his patient to the doctor for the good of his teeth, and 
in like manner the intelligent practitioner of medicine would often send 
his patient to the dentist for the good of the body. Now the whole 
secret of the intercourse of the two practitioners lies here, and both 
should be equally intelligent to understand each other, and withal, 
honest. It is not sensible on the part of a medical man to treat with 
disrespect the opinion of a dentist with regard to the influence of the 
teeth on the system, nor is it respectable for a dentist to attempt to turn 
to ridicule the opinion of the medical man if he discovers that he is not 
as well posted upon the teeth as himself; it is the duty of the one to 
treat the other with proper consideration, and the one to render as 
much service to the other as possible for the good of the patient. This 
is all the ethics that either requires. If a medical practitioner persists 
in treating a patient for neuralgia because it is intermittent, and the 
dentist informs him and the patient that it is nothing but toothache, it 
is absurd ; and if the dentist persists in treating teeth by drilling them 
open or by extracting for a neuralgic patient, he is equally foolish. A 
dentist should not allow himself to be controlled by the confidence a 
patient has in him with relation to medicine, asYiG can hq \xiC>T^ V^'^%'^ 
who be should employ to treat him, than know \?\ial m^^VcAii^ V^ \xi<:itkV 
requires, and a dentist who prescribes uuder fkxxoYi o\iQ\x\ii&Vwi^^% ^5k 



9 



V 

323 An Anomalous Affection. KoAember^ 

playing false to his patient. We do not even prescribe lime-water for 
a patient without requiring hira to first consnlt his medical adviser. A 
number of cases have come to our knowledge lately, where dentists 
have had the confidence of patients in an unlimited degree, and medi- 
cines have been administered in a most shameful manner. It seemi as 
though large cities, with all their intelligence; are the hot-beds of tha 
worst forms of quackery. — Dental Cosmos. 



Nasal TTemorrhagk. — Dr. Hiard (de Mugroon) writes to the 00- 
zette des Hnpiiaux that he never fails to stop even the most obstinate 
epistaxis, by a simple process of compression of the nostrils. Being 
subject in early life to frequent bleeding, from the nose, he says he 
found that the hasmorrhage came from a part of the septum within 
reach of the ends of the fingers. By compressing the alas upon the 
septum, with a moderate pressure upwards as if to force them under 
the bones of the nose, the bleeding generally stopped within five 
minutes. The mouth should, of course, be held open during the pro- 
cess, and the breath should not be allowed at once to pass by the nostrils 
as soon as the blood eeases to flow. It is best to incline the head for- 
ward a little, as in the attitude of writing, resting upon the fingers 
which compress the nose. On removing the fingers, from six to tea 
drops of blood escape, which have accumulated before the flow is arrest- 
ed. Should more escape the process is to be repeated. For thirty 
years Dr. Hiard has used this simple method with uniform success. 
Even the haemorrhages of typhoid fever, or those occurring in cases of 
organic disease of the heart, have been uniformly checked without 
losing a teaspoonful of blood. In one instance, of an individual with 
hypertrophy of the heart, it was necessary to keep up the pressure for 
half an hour, as the blood was little else than serum. 
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' An Anomalous Affection — Was it Hydrophobia? 

BY H. C. PAIST, M. D. 

On Friday morning, October 4th, 1861, I was called to see Lewis 
Devoe, and on inquiry of his brother, I found that he was about forty- 
four years of age; that he had been for over a year on board his vessel 
acting in the capacity of cook, that his health as a general thing was 
good, though not a robust man, his health having been much injured 
by intemperance, but for the last year he was very temperate, drinking 
little or none. On the morning of October 3d, he complained of a 
peculiar itching ar.d burning over the body, extending to the tips of his 
fingers and toes, he said this sensation was wave-like, rolling from the 
centre to the extremities, and remarked through the course of the day 
that he felt occasionally a choking sensation and pain about the glottis-— 
felt generally prostrated and dull; did not care to be on deck, but pre- 
ferred sol.tude, moving about with unusual caution. His brother pre- 
vailed on him to take some brandy, thinking it would stimulate him 
and instil new vigor into his frame*, \ie ^vr^ hvta ^att of a ^lass, and for 
the next half hour, being engaged uWwt \\ie N^?>^fe\, Vqc>V twq XL^XASi^ ^ 
biw, bat found at the end of tbat time OiilI \ie \i«L^ Wt^\i qxi\i ^Vs^v 
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spoonfal of the brandy — questioned him as to the reason, but he did 
not seem able to give one, — only it seemed impossible for him to drink 
any more. On the morning of October 4th, the symptoms narrated, 
becoming greatly aggravated, appearing to be in great distress, his 
brother became alarmed, and had him taken to the place above men<* 
tioned. The symptomid now noticed, were violent convulsive tremors of 
the whole system, most piteous groaning and shuddering, intermittent 
with only momentary calms, mind perfectly clear, questions were 
answered rationally, but with hesitation and violent shuddering effort, 
the expression of countenance was that of a man suffering the most 
intense torture imaginable. I asked him if he had pain, and with a 
great effort he answered, "no, none except a little about the throat and 
stomach,'* which he accounted for from frequent efforts to discharge 
phlegm from his throat, which efforts sounded like violent retchings; I 
inquired as to the condition of the bowels, and was told that they had 
not been moved for five days, not since he had taken a dose of anti-bil- 
ious pills to remove a headache; which operated freely, and he said did 
him much good. His pulse was about 90, weak and somewhat inters 
mitjtent, extremities cold, in fact the whole surface of his body was below 
the standard temperature. He also complained of the itching and 
tingling mentioned by his brother; the least touch on his person by 
another would throw him into the most violent jactitations from head 
to foot, with dreadful choking, and earnest appeals, "don't, oh! don't 
touch me." I noticed a wash bowl near by his bed, containing about 
a half pint of saliva; 1 directed his attention to it, and asked him if that 
was water; the mention of water convulsed him to a dreadful degree, 
and he cried out don't! don't!! Not wishing to fill those present witti 
alarming apprehensions, I endeavored to calm him by dropping the 
subject. I ordered him pills of morphia and assafoetida, and after giv- 
ing some otber directions, left him, promising to return in the after- 
noon. On my second visit, I found all the symptoms aggravated. I no 
longer kept my suspicions to myself, but let the family know them, and 
requested of the brother the privilege of bringing in another physician. 
I called in Dr. H. Kihl, and we made a number of experiments, such 
as offering him water, pouring water from one vessel into another, took 
a lighted candle before him, directed his attention to a looking-glasa 
which was in the room, fanned him in the face, and again behind him 
when he was not aware that any one was about to fan him, slipped 
around behind him and touched him, struck the floor with a cane, and 
many other trivial experiments, all with the same result,'followed by the 
most violent and shocking contortions of the whole body, choking and 
eopious expectoration of saliva. We asked him if he suffered pain in 
any way, his answer was "no;" we then asked if he had been bitten 
recently by a dog or any other animal, his answer was that 18 or 20 
years ago, a watchman's dog near Coates and Front streets, had bitten 
nim, but the condition of the dog he did not know, nor never heard 
afterwards. He had not taken many of the pills — could not swallow 
them; we tried to get him to swallow one, but without success, the very 
thoughts of swallowing appeared to convulse him. At this visit, we 
directed a blister along the whole extent of the spine, to be follci^^4Vs^ 
tk dressing of morphia. Called again at 10 T?.^l.,io\jLXv^ ^\i?t \%.NX^\i\ 
worse la every respect^ mind wandering BVigVit\y,pu\ftCi\«^«\L^T vci^xaa 
frequent, extremitiea cold, general distroaa incx^a^^dL^ ^Q\iN>5\w^ \< 
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ingfl much mora frequent, spitting large quantities of jsaliva all around 
him on the bed or on the floor, or anywhere; this we noticed particu* 
larly from the faet of his obserying much eare on our previous visitA 
where he spat. We endeayored to give him chloroform by inhalatioa, 
but with ill-effeot. He seemed to have an idea that we were trying to 
smother him to death, indeed he seemed apprehensiye of danger from 
every one around him; however, by much perseverance we succeeded 
in getting him to inhale enough to slightly quiet him. We directed 
his brother how to use the chloroform, and left him promising to make 
an early call the next morning, and on calling were informed that he 
had died about 4^ A. M. Were told that chloroform was kept almost 
constantly at his nose, but without much effect, he died in a sane state 
of mind, the symptoms continuing to death. 

My object in placing this case before the medical world, is, to ask| 
was not this a genuine case of hydrophobia, resulting from the bite of a 
dog eighteen or twenty years ago? (for he declared that was the onlj 
bite he had ever received from an animal,) if not, what was it? — Mtdf 
and Sur, Reporter. 



Hon-Inflammable Dresses. 

The recent dreadful accident at the Continental Theatre, in Philadel- 
phia, by which nine females lost their lives from burns caused by their 
dresses having caught fire from a gas burner in their dressing room, 
should deeply impress upon the public mind the necessity of rendering 
the fine fabrics of which ladies' dresses are made non-inflammable. In- 
deed we had already had, it might be supposed, sufficient warnings in 
this respect in the recent deaths of the wife of the poet Longfellow ia 
this country, and of Mrs. Brodhurst in London, and likewise in the 
deaths from the same cause, in 1858, of the Ladies Laura and Charlotte 
Bridgman, and Miss Plunkett, and in the case of Clara Webber, who 
was burned to death on the stage. We earnestly, therefore, urge atten- 
tion to the following statements: 

It is said {Med. Times and Gazette, Aug 3, 1861,) that "the most del- 
icate white cambric handkerchief, or fleecy gauze, or the finest lace, may, 
by simply soaking in a weak solution of chloride of zinc, be so protected 
from blaze, that, if held in the flame of a candle, they may be reduced 
to tinder without blazing." Br. Odling tells us that: — 

^*The various means proposed for rendering textile fabrbic non- 
inflammable were carefully investigated a short time back by two well- 
known chemists, Messrs. Versmann and Oppenheim. An account of 
their experiments was read at the Aberdeen meeting of the British As- 
sociation in 1859, and was afterwards published in the Journal of the 
Society of Arts^ and in a separate form by Trubner and Co., of Patef- 
noster;^row. 

"They showed that linen and cotton goods driefj after immersion iu 

a solution of one or other of several salts, possessed the property of 

non-inflammability, and that the best results were obtained with a solu- 

tion of sulphate of ammonia, or of tungstate of soda, neither of which 

liquids produce any injurious effect upon tVi^ l\%^w^ ox oolot of the 

fabric^ The tungstate of soda so\ulvou ^w toxxxi^ ixio^x. Ti^^Xvi^X^ \j^ 
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Uiindry purposes, on account of its not interfering in any way with tbe 
process of ironing. 

.' '^Maslins, etc., steeped in a 7 per cent, solution of sulphate of ammo- 
nia, or a 29 per cent, solution of tungstate of soda, and then dried, may 
be held in a flame of a gas-lamp or candle without taking fire. That 
portion of the stuff in contact with the light becomes charred and de« 
stroyed, but it does not inflame, and consequently the burning state 
does not spread to the rest of the material." — The Medical Newe and 
Library. 



What Constitutes Eyidenee of Live Birtb. 

Yice-Chancellor Sir J. Stuart decided a very curious point in medical 
jnrisprttdence- the other day in the trial of Brock v. Kellock. Upwards 
.of twenty years ago, a medical man died without a will, leaving prop- 
erty and a widow, who was pregnant at the time of his death. As his 
widow, she succeeded to a portion of the effects; but in case of her hay- 
ing a child, and the child dying, she became, as the heir of her own off- 
spring, entitled to a further portion. She was delivered by Mr. Free-, 
man, now of Plymouth; and the question was, did the mother give birth 
to a live or a dead child? Mr. Freeman distinctly stated in his affidavit 
that the funis pulsated after the separation of the cord, and tha^ the 
child moved vigorously a minute before birth. He could not swear to 
the fact of respiration having taken place, but he remembered that the 
chest was full and arched, and he believed it must have breathed, be- 
cause it was his usual practice not to divide the funis until respiration 
had taken place. He also placed the child in a warm bath, and he 
stated that he should not have done this had he not considered the 
child alive and capable of resuscitation. His distinct opinion was that 
the child was born alive, but weak; and that it died shortly after birth 
from the effects of a severe labor. 

Dr. Robert Lee, in an affidavit, oon tested, in the strongest manner, 
the statement and opinions of Mr. Freeman. He thought it very likely 
that the pulsation in the finger and thumb might have been mistaken 
for the fnnic pulse. He maintained that the action of the heart, sup- 
posing it to have taken place, was no proof of life such as should be 
established, because the heart of animals would contract for hours or 
days after separation from the body. In his opinion, respiration was 
necessary to establish the fact of live-birth. He further said Mr. Free- 
man had testified that respiration had not taken place, and that no med- 
ical man would dare to give a certificate of live-birth in such a case. 
Br. F. fl. Ramsbotham concurred generally in the affidavit of Dr, 
Lee. 

Dr. Tyler Smith, in his affidavit, said the pulse of the adult and the 
beat of the funis were so different, that the mistake supposed by Dr. 
Lee was not likely to have been made. He contended that a child 
whose heart was beating after its separation from the mother could not 
be said to be dead; that the beating of the heart of the lower animals 
after the separation from the body could not apply to the human infant; 
and that, even in these cases, it was an evidence of vitality. There was 
Bo proof of respiration having taken place; but%T.¥x^^Tii%^ii'% ^Y^^'^^'c^ 
wpon this point was the best that could be bad, aiiAI>t.^m\V3^i\ws^%^ 
ihMtPr. Lee was wrong ia staring that Mr, ¥reem*ii \iiA wA \i^ 
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inratioD occurred. He thought medical evidence was limited to ihe 
proof of life or death in a physiological point of yieW; that the law muat 
decide what constitnted legal life. He mentioned thai medical men 
lometimes gare certificates of still-hirth when the child moved and 
made attempts at respiration, if it did not fully recover itaelf after birtL 
His conclusion was, that it would be bettor to take a eingle vital aot^ 
inch as the beating of the heart, which had been considered by physiol- 
ogists the frimwm viwetu, ulHmum morientj as a proof of life-birth, thai 
the movements of respiration, which were often not fully established for 
some time after birth. 

The Vice-Chancellor in his decision entirely affirmed Dr. Tyler 
Smith's view of the case, the good sense of which he greatly commended^ 
and expressed his surprise that a man in Dr. Lee's position should have 
made such an affidavit He held it proved that the child had been bora 
alive, and refused the costs of the medical evidence on the opposinc 
side. Dr. Alfred Taylor made no affidavit in the case, but was appealed 
to by Dr. Lee, and gave an opinion in favor of live-birth. This decision 
is of importance, inasmuch as it will go far to form the law, which has 
hitherto in this country been unsettled, upon the point at issue. — Leah 
eet 



Case of Trepbining for Epilepsy. — ^Tenvorary Belief 

Apparently from Loss of Blood. 

BT S. 8. COOPER, X. D. 

Capt. J: G-., a sea farer, formerly of excellent constitution and aotive 
habits, was injured on the head, seven years ago. The precise manner 
in which tho injury was received we could not learn, but, on examina- 
tion, there was found depression in three different places. One was ii 
the front part of the skull almost directly over the anterior superior, or 
longitudinal sinus, nearly at the front, where the sagittal suture crosses 
the coronal. Another and much deeper depression, was about three- 
quarters of an inch to the left of the first. The third was an inch and 
a half back, and half an inch to the right of the last Each of the last 
two were large enough to admit the end of a finger. The first of these 
two was tender to the touch. 

At the time the patient consulted us, the mental faculties were nearly 
destroyed, the individual frequently forgetting his own name and age. 
The right arm was nearly paralysed, and the leg of that side very wed:. 
He had been subjected to epileptic fits oyer since the injury, and wss 
unable to follow any business. 

Operation. — The scalp being shaved over tbe deepest of tbt three 
depressions, which 'was on the leffc side and tender to tne touch, and was 
ooDsidered the only one requiring the use of the trephine, ii crucial 
incision was made down to the bone. Cutting through the soalp caus^ 
an aotive and very persistent hemorrhage, considering the vessall 
wounded. The bleeding being almost arrested, a trephine, three-quar* 
ters of an inch in diameter, was passed through the cranium, and ths 
depressed portion removed. 

it was observed, about this time, that be bad become mueli meie 
ratonal, being able to caW \i\^ irnxi^^ Vj Tva\BA— eould tell Us own 
name, age, and tho name ot t^ie n^%^^\ q\ ^Vv^"^ ^Vk ^smi^ mastir. 
This appeared the mote ft\iTpT\An^/\u«a™wiVi»^^%^aLW8^^ ^^ 
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peee of bono removed was not depressed, the apparent depression of the 
outside being nothing but absorption of the entire outer and part of the 
inner plate of the skull, together with a great thinning of the scalp at 
that point. 

This speedy improvement did not stop here. In three or four days 
he had recovered, to a great extent, the use of the arm and leg, and his 
speech and mental faculties were so much improved as to be readily 
loticed by all his friends. 

Daring the night of the seventh after the operation, secondary hem- 
orrhage set iu; and was arrested, with much difficulty, though none but 
very small vessels were involved, the blood having lost, as it would 
appear, its coagulating principle. Frequent bleedings occurred after 
(hu, until the patient became very weak, when it was found necessary 
Id earry stitches through portions of the scalp, and strangulate whole 
neshes of vessels together. The hemorrhage was finally arrested, but. 
If soon as that was affected, the old symptoms began to return. The 
bleeding was not, however, entirely arrested for nearly three weeks, 
daring which time a regular improvement was perceptible, and, at those 
times, when the most blood was lost, the patient was in the best con- 
dition. 

In one week after the bleeding ceased, a decided change for the worse 
had taken place, and this became rapidly more and more manifest, until, 
at the end of seven weeks after the operation, when he was much worse 
than previous to its performance. His affected leg and arm became 
almost powerless, his epilepsy returned, all his mental faculties were 
lost, or nearly so — -his caie being, in fact, hopeless. He was, conse- 
qiently, sent out of the city, but died in his bed, alone, the first night 
after his arrival at his place of destination. 

Query, — What was the cause of this temporary improvement and sub- 
sequent relapse? We shall publish our views, in full, upon this subject, 
at some future period. — San Francisco Med. Press. 



Scarlet Fever and its Treatment. 

Dr. Z. Woodruff thinks death in scarlet fever to occur in the majority 
of cases from the reflex action of the nervous system, the poison, by its 
primary action upon the skin, interrupting the functions of that organ 
and thus producing cerebral disturbance. The proper treatment, there- 
fore, would have to quiet by all available means the irritability of the 
nervous system. One of the most effectual means for so doing is the 
free administration of anodynes, among which the various preparations 
of opium are the most reliable. Where opium is found to disagree, 
oiher anodynes may be substituted, as lupulin, belladonna, etc. The 
last named is valuable only when given in doses sufficient to quiet the 
nervous system, and not from its exerting a specific action in this 
disease. The room were there will be the least noise and confusion 
should be selected, air and sunlight freely admitted. The temperature 
should be as low as the patient will bear, without being chilly. While 
ihe skin is everywhere in a state of irritation, it is an impossibility to 
take cold. In this disease there is not only a morbidly ex<^\l^d. ^Mbi^\\vt 
action of the skin, but intense nervous excitemeuVi. T\i« ^%«^\» ^^ ^^\ 
if to dimiDiah both to that state which is requiai^ to Qtk^\^ VVv.^ ^vdl 
topexform duly its fanetion. An increase of lieat mua\i\>^ i^vaXxiXviA 
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by a correiponding an^^menUtion of the cold, which latter will be founJl 
to conduce to perspiration in all cases in which perspiration is prereDtedi 
by an unnatural excitement of the skin. It is highly important that 
an equable temperature be preserved. Frequent sponging with cold 
or tepid water, if the heat of the body is above a natural standard, or if 
the patient is restless, is generally beneficial; although it should bil 
discontinued if there is any sensation of chilliness. The eztremetiai 
should be kept warm until the eruption makes its appearance among 
them. The bowels shoulji be kept regular by gentle laxatives or injec- 
tions. Ipecacuanha, tartar emetic and other nauseants are rathflr 
injurious than beneficial. No irritating applications should be made 
to those parts upon which the eruption has appeared ; blisters ava 
especially to be avoided. Among the various local remedies used jfor 
the throat affection, none answer so good a purpose as Peruvian bark* 
As the eruption recedes, the flannels should be immediately re-appliad, 
and the skin be rubbed with oil every day, until the new cuticle ia 
compl^^tely formed. During this time, the room should be kept warm, 
the patient warmly clothed, cold drinks avoided, and exposure of evtij 
kind be carefully guarded against Of sixty- nine eases treated ia 
accordance with this rule, only one proved fatal. In small pox and 
measles the same course may be pursued. — Am, Med, Gaz. 



Abstracts from Becent Medical Periodicals. 

BT E. H. JANES, M. D. 

Impairments of Vision Caused by Lactation. — This is the tide 
of an article in the London Medical Beview, by George Lawson, Sur- 
geon, etc. The author says that it is so common for some defect of 
vision to occur during the time that the mother is nursing her child| 
that few women who have borne many children have entirely escaped 
some of the slighter forms of this aliment, which may vary in intensity 
from a mere feeling of temporary giddiness to a state of incurable 
amaurosis. It may, in feeble women, manifest itself soon after confine* 
ment, while in the more robust it may not occur until many months 
after. He describes two distinct forms of the disease, in one of which 
the eye is directly affected, with sufficient manifestation of morbid 
action to account for all the impairment of vision of which the patieat 
complains. In the other, the defect appears to be central or cerebral, 
the appearance of the eye being nearly normal. In the first form, the 
patient complains of her eye being bloodshot, of a feeling of giddiness, 
and of some intolerance of light. There is an inability to read long, 
as the lines become misty and the words run together ; the eye looki 
inflamed, irritable, and watery, presenting very much the appearance 
of one from which a foreign body had been lately removed. It has a 
generally pinky appearance, and the ciliary veins are rather large, 
showing internal congestion. If the case be severe, the redness and 
impairment of vision increase until she is scarcely able to read large 
type; pupils sluggish, contracted, pulse quick and small, and othei 
symptoms of exhaustion. The case is passive choroidal congestion 
dependent on anaemia, and on an exhausted condition of the nervoufl 
Bystem produced by suckling. In t\ie %Q<^OTid fotm^ there is in Uie 
early stage in the superficial appearauoa oi ^« «^^^ W)^\^^ >^^ ^^li^ 
of ibe oonjanotiT* corresponding mOi flc^^ wi«mvi\o^V ^t ^J^^ \%>m 
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GiddiDess, lassitude, mnscular debility, plainly indicate the drain pro- 
daeed by lactation. Impairment of the vision increases, if the case ii 
Baglected, until complete amaurosis is*the result. 

The treatment consists in at first removing the cause, and sucb 
general tonic and sustaining treatment as each individual case may 
raouire. If there be choroidal congestion with photophobia, strong 
Ijffht should be excluded, cold applications employed, and the bowels 
Kpt open by some mild alterative. If the congestion extended to the 
iris, and a chronic choroido-iritis is produced, mercurials are undoubt- 
edly indicated ; but in all cases quinine and iron with nourishing diet 
teem to afford the greatest relief. Suckling of course must be abso- 
lutely forbidden. Several eases are reported. 

On the Saccharine Fermentation in the Milk within the 
Female Breast. — This is the title of an article in the Archives of 
Medicine, No. VII., by George D. Gibb, M. D., etc. He states that the 
discovery of vibriones in human milk by Vogel, was first announced in 
1853, when he clearly proved that these animalcules were developed 
within the mammary glands, from the fact of their having been seen in 
the milk on the instant of withdrawal. He believed them to be the 
result of fermentation in the milk, from congestion and increased heat 
in these organs, connected with general excitement of the sexual system. 
Yogers theory was combatted by the observation that were there fer- 
mentation, the evolution of lactic acid would immediately destroy the 
infusoria. In the latter part of 1854, Dr. Gibb was induced to make 
some researches into this important question, from the circumstance of 
an infant being brought to him, seven weeks old, extremely emaciated, 
the mother appearing perfectly healthy. It was a first child, healthy 
at birth, was ravenous, never satisfied with the large amount of milk it 
received, had no diarrhoea, but profuse diaphoresis and diuresis had 
worne it to a shadow. Upon examination, the milk was found to be 
rich in cream, neutral, sp. gr. 1032, and showed the presence of a large 
quantity of sugar. Examined under the microscope, it revealed myriads 
of living animalcules, known as vibrio baculus, but which he changes 
to the more appropriate name of vibrio lactis. These were, to his 
mind, the result of fermentation of the saccharine element in the milk, 
and the fact of their being seen the instant the milk was withdrawn, 
seemed to prove that the fermentation took place within the gland. 
There was no mammary congestion, but much sexual excitement, which 
it became necessary to control by moral and medical treatment. 

The child was ordered good cow's milk, and occasionally the mother's 
milk, and began immediately to improve, becoming fat and hearty in a 
few weeks, and after a time wholly weaned. The mother's condition 
also improved ; but the milk remained neutral, sp. gr. varying from 
1032 to 1035, very rich in sugar, and contained animalcules for some 
weeks. As the child was gradually weaned, the richness of the milk 
became less, and being compared with other specimens from time 
to time, it was found to contain a large amount of sugar, and turned 
sour much sooner than cow's or healthy human milk. From 1854 up 
to the present time, he has examined many hundreds of specimens, and 
found two genera of animalcules, where the getiex«A. \i^^V\.\v ^%.^ ^V5i- 
ordered during lactatioBj or where the procesB o? \actat\OTL^%.%^t^\QtL%^\ 
cran inauBcient qu&ntitj secreted. They consit^t oi \\v^ Vcxi^v V^^^ 
ImoUm reBembling minute hair-ahaped bodies, and o£ mdii^^B ^Xiv^^^^ 
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foaad to be ikr more frequent, and which he calls monaa lactis. Their 
diameter ranges from the 3,000th to the 5,000th part of an inch. They 
were found at all periods of lactation, the milk varying in color, ap. gr., 
from 1024 to 1035, and almost invariably neutral or alkaline. The 
ehildren, as a rule, are badly nourished, emaciated, resembling little old 
men, and soon die of inanition (unless resort be had to other food), 
while the mothers appear in good health, milk rich, especially in sugar. 
He does not think that these little bodies disagree with the child, bat 
suggests that the milk, as it is secreted, receives a galvanic shock 
through the influence of the uterine nervous system that renders U. 
nseless as a nutritive fluid, and it does not undergo the natural changes 
in the child during the process of assimilation. He regards the act of 
fermentation within the breast as a fact fully established, and believes 
that it need not necessarily give rise to lactic acid, as the milk, when 
examined, is always either neutral or alkaline. 

He adds in conclusion, that whed an infant is observed to becoms. 
extremely emaciated, with copious exudations from the skin, intestinal 
mucous membrane, or renal organs, separately or combined, and if the 
mother is apparently healthy with a good supply of milk, its examina- 
tion becomes a Matter of urgent necessity, and if it is found to contain 
any infusoria, it must be gradually dispensed with, and such measures 
adopted as shall arrest the starvation of the child. — Am, Med, Timet. 
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? Cincinnati Dispensary. — At this Dispensary the poor are treated 
gratuitously. The applications for advice and surgical treatment have 
been greater than usual, and many important operations have been per* 
formed before the class of the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Sur^ 
gery^ to which it is attached. We would say to our brethren, at a dis- 
tance, that cases sent by them, will receive the same care and treatment 
of those in the city, no matter what the case may be. Remember it 
will be necessary for those applying to produce a certificate to the ef- 
fect that they are poor. For further particulars see advertisement, or 
address the Senior Editor. 



Exchanges Suspended. — We are preparing a list of Zim'Tt^ journals 
to lay before our readers by the first of the new year to enable them to 
select for 1862. 



Can it be so? — We are credibly informed that there are some two or 

three physicians in Preble County who do not take or read a Medical 

Journal! Will some kind friend to poor suffering humanity send os 

their names that we may make a record of them? Suppose every reader 

of the Neios considers himself a commiU^ft of one to report similar cases 

in their respective counties, so that we can iotm ^^ \i\w^^^ ^^ % %\a.- 

Uetiole table on the subject,— lot uBg^tt\ift\isX\\um^>BL^Ti>mw^wi. 
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CnroiNNATi CoLLEGB OF Medioine AND SuBQERY. — W« ate bappj 
to aDDOuiice to the friends of this institution, that it opened with its 
uoal prospects, and now has a larger class than was expected. The 
itodents in attendance are from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missoi^ri, Ken* 
tacky, Pennsylvania, New York, and Iowa. 



y^ 



Ohio State Medical Society. — We desire to know if any of our 
eonntry friends have seen the published proceedings of this society, for 
the last meeting. Perhaps it is the intention to **hold over'' till next 
jeir. 

A Dr. Agonti, of Padua, has been endeavoring to learn at what hour 
ofthe twenty-four death most frequently occurs. The result of ob- 
lervations upon 1,947 persons, is that the deaths preponderate some- 
what in the post-meridian period over the ante-meridian; the greatest 
onmber occurring at 11 o'clock at night; the greatest number in th® 
bj also occurring at 10 and 11 o'clock. ^ 



Army Surgeons. 
At the present time this is one of the mo&t important subjects upon 
^hich we could write, not for the purpose of instructing in this depart- 
ment, but to refer our readers to some well arranged work upon Army 
^vrgery. 

Professor Gross, of Philadelphia, is too well known as a writer of 
^l)ility to require any commendation for the productions of his pen; it 
Ui, tiierefore, only necessary for us to say that he has written a work on 
Jirmy Surgery^ and that it is sold, we believe, at one dollar, A copy of 
Qiis work was sent us by the publishers, but before we had a chance to 
tead it, military proclivities, we suppose, induced it to leave our tablet 
tad like many a poor soldier, it has gone to return no more. But this 
in not our only misfortune in regard to this work; we wrote, what we 
believed to be a very appropriate notice, and sent it to the printer, but 
M times looked rather squally, it ''dodged the corner," or ^'slipped 
through his fingers,'* and we heard no more of our intended reward for 
tlie favorable consideration we had received. We advise those who may 
desire to study Army Surgery to procure this valuable little book. 

Chehical Analysis by Spectrum Observations. — We desire to 
direet the attention of our readers to an article in the last number of the 
Jiinos entitled as above. This method of chemical analysis is now pro- 
dneing some excitement throughout the scientific worlds on acoQu.\\.t ^€ 
ih^ great results that are anticipated from it. "Pto^a. Ti\m%^\i %.\A^vt- 
>«ft^ the authors of it, we understand, tope to 4.femoTi«lx^\.^\si V^*^^ 
aMiuM of malaria, and other atmospheric oa\iBea ot aCvis^w^^* ^^»^>^ ^'^" 
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t&inly to be hoped their most saDguine antioipations, in ihig respeot, 
maj be realized. We do not know of anything that would afford ih« 
Profession more pleasure than the settling of those vexed questiona— 
the nature of malaria, blood poisons, epidemic influences, and $uch like^ 



Academy of Medicine. 

We are happy to inform our readers that on the eyening of the 11th, 
the discussion upon Puerperal Feyer closed. We will say, howeyer, it 
did not giye up the ghost without a struggle. Some of the membera 
tenaciously persisted in continuing it longer; but the majority kickect 
the thing out as entirely used up. One of the gentlemen, Dr. Fries, we 
believe, expressed it as his opinion, that, during the whole discussifa^ 
not a single idea had been advanced that could be made of practical 
benefit at the bed side. 

: It oecurred to us that those gentlemen who labored so strenuously to 
make out that the disease was an essential one, dependent upon some. 
blood poison, were striving in regard to a matter concerning which, they 
themselves knew nothing. While itseemed generally agreed upon that 
the disease, as it presented itself in this country, was of a local inflam- 
matory character, it appeared that it was principally in the European 
countries, generally in France, that it assumed the zymotic form. But 
even there the catching kind is not always without abdominal inflamma- 
tiona; for Dr. Murphy, who took an active part in urging its essential- 
ness, in producing testimony to that effect, read from a Bordeaux jonr^, 
nal an account of an epidemic in that city, in which some of the symp- 
toms desoribed were fever, pain and tenderness of the abdomen. The 
Dr. may have thought that he thus made the matter luminous, but we 
failed to discover any brilliancy about it. 

Dr. Carroll, who closed the discussion, considered the disease a local 
inflammatory one, and pronounced the zymotic character of it a humbug* 
Some time since, he had been called in consultation to see a woman suf* 
fering yrith puerperal fever; there was very great tenderness oyer the 
abdomen, and the bowels were tympanitic. The physician, who was ia 
attendance, and who had been to Parity had given her some zymotia 
medicine but it availed nothing — she sank and died. 

Bleeding in this disease, he said, should be instituted within six 
hours of its inception. When not employed within twelve hours, the 
patient, generally, was not' in a condition to bear it. The often rapid 
fatality manifested by it after delivery, he thought, was mainly due to 
iaflammatidh being set up previous to confinement. In support of thia 
opinion he related a number of cases. 

Whi^tever discussions of interest, hereafter, may take place in tht 
AeMtUmf, we wiJi duly report them to ouc |eiyaL«ta« ^ 
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Opium and ftuinine. 

Beading an artioU by Mr. Edward Parrish, entitled ''Notes on the 
{fircoties/' which we publish in this number of the journal, in which is 
itited in what per cent, of the prescriptions of the physicians of Phil- 
adelphia, opium, morphine, and other medicines appeared, we called 
upon Dr. E. C. Tower of this city, a pharmaceutist of long standing, 
who, at our request, kindly furnished us with the following facts in re« 
gird to the per cent, of the prescriptions of the physicians of Cincinnati 
is which quinine and the preparations of opium occur. 

In one thousand prescriptions, opium and its preparations were found 
IB 25 per cent.; quinine in 15 per cent.; other tonics 3 per cent. It will 
thus be perceived that while the per cent, in the case of opium is some- 
tbat greater in Cincinnati, that of quinine is almost double. In respect 
to the seasons of the year in which quinine is most prescribed, he found 
fliat during the year 1860 there was no variation — in Spring, Summer, 
Fall, and Winter it seemed prescribed alike. In reference to other years 
He did not examine. 

' The dose of opium, he reported, as rarely exceeding a grain; that of 
morphia ranging from one eighth to one half of a grain, the average 
about one fourth. The dose of this latter has materially increased in 
the last twenty years — formerly it ranged from one tenth to one sixth • 
Whether this increase is due to the manufacture — its properties having 
been deteriorated in increasing the beauty of its appearance — or to a 
change in diseases, or to the almost universal indulgence in narcotio 
stimulants, as tea and coffee, tobbacco, malt and spirituous liquors which 
now prevails to a greater extent than ever, he is not prepared to express 
ao opinion. He thinks, however, the latter condition of things has 
had an influence. The largest amount of morphia he ever knew pre- 
scribed was twenty-two grains in twenty-seven hours, in the case of a 
courtesan who had delirium tremens, and was an opium eater. ^ 

Medical Institution at Guadalajara, Mezioo. 
We learn from the journals that at Guadalajara, Mexico, there is a 
flourishing school of medicine having seven professors, natives of the 
country, five of whom graduated at Paris. The college building is a 
itately edifice, and in connection with it, there is a very extensive and 
well arranged hospital capable of containing near 3,000 patients. There 
are, at the present time, within its walls about 500 sick. 

Dr. Carman now residing in Mexico, and formerly professor of Materia 

ifedica in the University of the Pacific, reports that the laws there are 

tory strict in regard to the practice of medicine, and that none except 

those who have received a diploma ftoui ftom^ xqbt^^^VaXA.^ Tfi^^^^viX. 

Mcbool are permitted to practice, Tliia ceilaiviA'S vj^^''^ '^^ ^"^ ^ 

Mexican government^ ^ ■ 
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Physicians Hand Book op Practice for 1862 — This work is 
neatly gofc up by the publisher, W. A. Townsend, No. 39 Walker street, 
New York; the author, Wm. Elmer, M. D., also resides in New York} 
bat the Hand Book is for sale at Rickey and Carroll's Book Store, Noi . 
73 West Fourth street, Cincinnati. These books have been so long ia-. 
use that it is unnecessary to do more than direct Doctors where to find. 
them; for we suppose that, at this day, no medical man who reads if.' 
unacquainted with their utility; but if there should be one so much bob- 
bin d the times, we can only say to him, buy one and become en lights 
ened. 

Seport of a Committee of the Boston ICedical Society on the Dangen 

of the Inhalation of Sulphuric Ether. ^ 

This pamphlet entitled as above has come to hand. In looking over 
the Report, it rather spems to us the Committee went to work somewhat 
prejudiced in favor of the superiority of sulphuric ether as an anaesthe^ 
tic over chloroform. At any rate, they give it by far the preferencSi - 
and assert that it is, "of all anassthetic agents, alone worthy of unlimited 
confidence.'' We admit the preponderance of the testimony rather 
favors the safety of ether, but there appears to be an effort to ignore 
fatal cases attributed to it, and a desire to make the other responsible 
for deaths, the causes of which are by no means clear. 

Notwithstanding whatever may be said against chloroform, ether will 
never entirely supercede it. Some other agent may take its place, but 
ether never will. We consider that it bears about the same relation to 
chloroform that the pil. hydrargyri does to calomel, or some of the kin- 
dred narcotics do to opium; they are milder and in many cases will act 
equally as well. But they lack the great attribute of being depended 
upon — they sometimes will not act. In illustration, we were lately 
present at an operation performed by Prof. A. H. Baker before the' 
class of the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery, at the college 
building, for the removal of an immense fibre -cartilaginous tumor, some 
eight or nine inches in circumference, from the head of a little boy some 
seven or eight years old. At first it was determined to produce anses*: 
thesia by pure sulphuric ether, and accordingly the effort was made* 
But the little fellow, frightened by the sight of so many strange faces 
about him, and the prospect of the operation, kept up such a constant 
screaming and struggling that at the end of half an hour, although the. 
anassthetic had been copiously employed, he manifested not a single 
symptom of being the least under its influence. The Prof., then, di- 
rected the substitution of chloroform, and in two minutes the patient waa* 
Bound asleep, and the operation proceeded and terminated with no uns 
toward results occurring. 
In the table of alleged deaths given iii\.\ie^e^ox\,^VYQ\i/\\.\a ^^\ 
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eompreliends the whole mortality attributed to the inhalation of ether, 
in both this country and Europe, there are forty- one cases set down. 
Not one of these, however, is the Committee willing to admit as due to 
the anaesthetic; they assert that every one can be explained as arising 
from other causes. 

The Committee concluded their Report by saying, "that the dangers 
of chloroform are not averted by its admixture with sulphuric ether in 
aiy proportions. The combination of these two agents cannot be too 
itrongly denounced as a treacherous and dangerous compound. Chlorio 
ether, being a solution of chloroform in alcohol, merits the same con- 
demnation.'* 

One of the Committee, Dr. C. T. Jackson, excepted to the words, "the 
dangers of chloroform are not averted by the admixture with sulphuric 
ether." He believes that a mixture of four measures of ether and one 
measure of chloroform may be employed without danger, and that the 
risks from chloroform are diminished more than four- fifths by this com- 
bination. * 

Inmsactions of the Medical Society of New Jersey, held at Trenton, 
January 22d, 1861; Ninety-fifth Annual Meeting. 

These published proceedings of the State Medical Society of New 
Jersey have come to us; they make a pamphlet of some 116 pages. They 
contain, besides the Minutes, an Address by the President, Dr. Elmer- 
^port of the Standing Committee; An Essay on the Mind and Nervous 
System in their General Relations to Disease, by Ezra Hunt, M. D.; The 
Medical Topography of Newark, New Jersey, by J. Henry Clark, M. D,; 
"Water Cure in Orange, N. J., by Stephen Wickes, M. D.; Report of 
District Societies. 

The Standing Committee report that diphtheria has prevailed as an 
epidemic throughout the state. The mortality, as reported to them by 
different physicians, averaged about 4 per cent. Dr. Bacon, of Cumber- 
land, they say, reports 8 deaths in 200 cases; Dr. Rosenberger, of Hunt* 
erdon, 3 deaths in 80 cases; Dr. Southard, of Essex, 4 deaths in 40 cases. 
They state, that it seems to be generally regarded, "not as a local affec- 
tion, but as a blood disease, and of a specific character distinct, in the 
opinion of most observers, from scarlatina and cynanche trachealis," and 
is not attended with an eruption. It is also considered a disease of low 
grade, requiring tonic and not depleting remedial measures. The cop • 
Stitutional remedies chiefly recommended were, tr. ferri sesquichloride, 
10 to 15 drops in water, every 3 or 4 hours, with chlor. potdss., and 
quinine, brandy, and brandy with milk, chloric ether, etc. For the 
local affection^ nit. silver in solution, 20 to ^0 ^x^. X.^ XJo^ft ^i.,\vq\:^'^ 
Muie, and tannic acid were used with moie ox \e^s \>eii^^\». 
SearJet fever ia aho reported as having pieTaW^^L w^ w^ vftY^wi^s^ ^»ff 



886 Editorial Dq>artment Novemoor, 

ring the year in some portions of the state. Since scarlatina and dipli* 
theria, generally, if not always, appear in the epidemic form at the same 
time, and since either may, or may not be, attended with an ernptioB 
upon the surface, and have other points of resemblance, we cannot per- 
ceive how they can otherwise but be considered identical — diseases prb^ 
ceeding from the same materies morbi. We know the Committee assert, 
as we have stated, that diphtheria is without eruption; but this does not 
accord with the observations of most physicians. We never meet with 
a report or discussion upon either or both of the diseases that we do not 
find something in confirmation of our views upon the matter — somethi]i|f 
leading to the conclusion that they are one and the same. ' ** 

The Committee report that no irregularities in the profession during 
the year have come to their knowledge. Surely the Jersey doetors must' 
be ensamples of well-doing, that, during a whole year, throughout a wholf 
state, not a single infraction of the Code should occur. Where else call 
the like be found? 

Dr. Brown's paper on the mind and nervous system, or, "neura-psy- 
chology,'' is interesting, although we do not perceive anything nvw 
developed in it. The Dr. divides the treatment of disease into the 
mechanical, chemical, and what, we presume, might be termed Iha 
mento-nervous. While the two former methods have been diligently 
cultivated, the latter, he thinks, has not received the attention it should, 
and gives many facts in illustration of the nerve-origin of disease, and 
the beneficial influence of remedies addressed to that source. We have 
always believed, ourselves, that many diseases, both local, and general, 
have their origin in this mento- nervous system, but, at the same time, 
we are confident that many nervous and mental irregularities are iii!^ 
duced by morbid conditions of the body. Irritation at the peripheries 
of nerves is no less effective than at their centres, and when thus locat64 
it should receive our attention accordingly. But because a disease is 
benefitted by the use of nervine remedies, we do not think it follows Af 
disorder is a nervous one. The nervous system is, as it were, the gearm 
ing of the whole organization, and through it we can modify the fnuo> 
tional operations of every organ of the body: the circulation, for 
instance, we can either excite or depress through it — consequently wo 
can operate direotly upon it in our treatment of disease, and there yet 
be no lesion of its structure whatever. The presumed increase of ner. 
TOus diseases by the increased consumption of narcotic medicines, wt 
consider more apparent than real; much of it is undoubtedly due to 
physicians better appreciating how mote readily they can produce resulti 
through the nerves than through any other source. 

Br. Wickes, in his paper on the watei-cxne tt«i^Vm^\k\.,\.x^«^.^^^ wj^^. 
ject in quite an ontertwaing and p\ii\osoij\i\c«a. mwiiiftx, wi^ ^^^^ ^v 
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ilusiyelj Ihe absnrdity of making this method a cure-alL We would 
like to give an outline of the paper, but have not time. 

The next, or 96th Annual Meeting of the Society, will be held at New 
Brinswiek, on the fourth Tuesday of January, 1862; at 7 o^clock, 

P.M. * 

■■ ■ • ■■ 

A Good Wife. 

A stray copy of the September number of the News containing an 

irticle entitled ^'The great Mistake of Young Physicians,'' having fallea 

hrto the hands of a young lady of this city, in which it is strongly m* 

muated that young doctors marry too early, she sent us the following 

dipped from the Nisw York Observer : 

A good wife is heaven's last best gift to man — an angel of mercy — 
feinister of graces innumerable — his gem of many virtues — his casket 
^jewels— her voice, his sweetest music — her smiles, his brightest day 
— ber kis«, the guardian of innocence — her arms, the place of his 
lifety, the balm of his health, the balsam of his life —her industry, his 
surest wealth — her economy, his safest steward — her lips, his faithful 
ooansellor — her bosom, the softest pillow of his cares — and her prayers, 
tiie ablest advocates of Heaven's blessings on his head. 

Of course young ladies are dUinterested well-wishers of young doctors— 
Of eourse, they would wish him to marry for his own comfort only — 
Of course, ^A^ have no concern in the matter themselves. No not 
Aey — They look upon marriage as conferring blessings upon man only; 
It cloes'nt bring any benefit upon themselves — Their entering into it is 
Sacrifice on their part for man's good — It arises only from the out* 
ponrings of their sympathies towards him on account of his lonely con- 
dition. 

**Her kiss," etc., "her arms," etc. Terrible! Since the reception of 
the article such a nervous tremor has pervaded us that it has been with 
difficulty we have been able to hold our pen. A lady who would shock 
a bachelor's nerves by presenting such things before him must have a 
wicked heart indeed, a disposition cruel in the extreme. If ever we 
we another bearer of a message coming from her, we will double look 
<mr door, and pile chairs, table, and stove against it. We will not per- 
mit ourselves to be tortured; we will take means to defend ourselves. 
Bat enough, our feelings are too much for us« ^ 

The Prospective Failure of Cinchona. 
Some of our journalistic confreres express some fears that the supply 
0f this divinum munttSy cinchona, may, ere long, fail, and we be without 
a proper substitute. Such an event would be a calamity indeed, but we 
kave too much faith in Providence to presume that he will ever permit 
anything of the kind to occur. When its scarcity becomea «q %t^«1%& 
iomake itneoeaa&ry for us to look about outBe\^«a fet t^m^'OtvYCL^ V^ Xaiki^ 
m place, we hare do doubt sonae remedy mW >>^ iVawrfw^^-fiVjA.^ 
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be as far superior to it, as it was superior to all medieines previously 
employed for like purposes. The human family, we believe, never hai 
been, and never will be, deprived of anything neeenary for its well- 
being. Some may say, then, this being so, we may stand idly by and 
witness our resources becoming exhausted; for that, as soon as they ait 
consumed, others will, of themselves, take their place. — Not by any 
means; but if we are diligent in our labors, success will crown our 
efforts, and our wants will not suffer. 

We are informed that the value of the bark stimulates, not to its cul- 
tivation, but to its destruction, and that in Bolivia, ''where formerly we 
met with it everywhere in the vicinity of villages, now to find a tree Of 
a few decimetres in diameter, it is necessary to make a journey of several 
days duration into the bosom of the forest" (Dr. Weddell.) We ait 
also told that in Ecquador it is almost exterminated. In Chimboraro^ 
however, it is stated that the inhabitants are endeavoring to raise a new 
crop by breaking off young branches and sticking them into the ground. 
Tbe British Government, too, are making efforts to perpetuate its exii- 
tence, and keep up the supply by transplanting plants to India. 

What remedy will take the place of this indeed great therapeutic 
agent if the sources from which we derive it become exhausted, of 
course, it is impossible to say. Perhaps our knowledge of pathology 
and general therapeutics may make such advancement that no individ- 
ual medicine will be its substitute. If such a thing should happen, it 
would, indeed, be very desirable. Who knows but that the apparatus 
of Profs. Bunsen and Kirchoff may afford such an analysis of malaria by 
spectrum observations, that the neutralizing of its poison may be am 
easy task, and readily accomplished, not by one only, but by several 
agents? * 

An Inquiry. 

Messrs Editors. — The following note appeared in the Gazette of 
Cincinnati, of the date of September 6th, 1861: » , 

<<Dr. Blackman with several other surgeons stttrtad for Washington 
yesterday morning. They had been sent for by the government It 
is supposed they will have some warm work there.*' 

Great solicitude is manifested in our community in relation to the 
communication, as almost all the doctors of Cincinnati have, in this sec- 
tion of the country, many friends, and those who are bound to them by 
the ties of consanguinity, believing that the predictions of the Oa»ett$ 
were well founded in relation to this warm work spoken of above, aa it 
professes to be the authorized organ of the government. As nothing 
new has been developed in relation to those brave men who have taken 
their Jives in their hands and gou^ ioxOa. Vu. VJt^a ^axsi^ ^1 ^vt country's 
peril and danger, and aa no iiamea\iaiN^ \ie*^ \p:^^u\wX ^^aft>V5sA wJ^ 
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tideis inereased. as the query is, **!> it my son," ''is it our brother/' "is it 
ov consia?'" and as now moDths luve elasped, and no tidings in relation 
to them, the feeling is intense, and perhaps has bo parallel since the 
haenutioiis in Bamah, "Rachel mourning for her beloved ones, and 
nfimng to be comforted becanse they were not." 

Messrs Editors, what has been their fate? Have they fallen the 
netims to disease, or was it their lot to die in glorious warfare? If so 
lure any of their last sayings been remembered, or shall we hare the 
pibfal pleasure of transmitting any of their reminiscences to pos- 
tvitj? 

Since writing the above, our agitation has been still more increased 
by reading in the Comnurdal of Sept. 2Sth, an announcement that Dr. 
Bkekman has not been stationed at Washington, but placed on Gen , 
Mitchell's staff. Thus it would appear there was no hope for our friends, 
Asd all apparently left us now to do, b to honor their memory by the 
toeient custom of putting ashes upon oar head, or if not, girding our 
lobs with sack-cloth and mourning for thirty days. 

Montgomery Co., Ohio. ScescBiB£a. 



The Gompaimtive Ihaga •fliimKng flie Operalfim of AMomiml 
Seetum bom lateniil BemonhMge mid all other Cmte^. 

Dr. E. S. Cooper, of San FTandsno*^ fajf mmt daoir^r u C// }j^ apfre* 
leaded from interna! hes^rrlia^. la al^^^Kisfial f^-tK/o. than fr^fta a!! 
other causes combined. He fi^BLndert it tW ^ac«. iu<^t Uj \^ ttMft^^ 
of inflammation: far n'ore^ in4«ed« thtn th« »imhtfioa »if iSiH ati»<Qc* 
pWe into the abdoanina] fa-ntr. wlii.'th k wrufSy Ui«;rtt ^/y aunkvrs if$ 
be most guarded aeaimn. Jm4/b^^ be prob^/^n^i^w th« \UUtr /;aus« tu 
tnrial, and not mu/fh 1a> Ibe iLecyd^ h-A^i»% t^^^mI*; uu4 aomk^m/u 
entire bleeding sadheec. lot ^jret^c^ Hr.^ l-^ w.-^tkA; *:t*if$ it ft/y 4// %Of tfco 
{Dtestines must bo jetmtM^ v^ ft^/^ *^^% 'A tk« iAA^imih%\ ^Mwiiy; (if fm 
anOd atmosphere,) aao^ rcjkwf. fv^ «<vi«A miSaiv!^.^ I^jiie« iL^ ki^^ 
ii in internal htw»mi%ia^ -bi^vir lit 4t fvf^;jf Ai ^^^y^ lU My* it j/;'^^4b««if 
t powerful depreari^B lup'.a IJL^ ««rvv4it t^'t^i^NML — ^kai it^uruti •uUMri^.^ 
lilBiOTrhage, for i&sftmkof:- yr^jriii^^ fAt^ fr^^M^ ik m.w^ ^mkiijif4' «4i:vuii<t vf 
IwBorrhage than wImmi %ut Uiv.*^ Hvwt vu ^irM;!!/ Mu/'^.w^ Uit -itKittliii iif 
till womb. 

In the CaejarseiB «rt?trt»i jw: ii-itiu; lU 4>iy,i»* v^' (tJU w-\fut<d unide it 
ike uterus sh^/ciiA, hr tX. Ji.w:4it, U ^yj^^w^uitU^ i/y huiuf <*. im urc 
eues in which Le j>«irrurtt«^ "tutt v^-wv/v//^ k^woi^LbHlult^'. lit ioAiibuita: 
tliii procedure. TJut >^ i:«<s^ iu*uxju^ U^m ^ iA^>Mai\u\u^ o^^u^^hm 
h the sbdosuoAl t»r-::j' us. htfvt At tcui^/jf WVT^ vu^auNiiViuui^ "Sli 
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the practice of leaving the wound ill the womb, in this operation, to heal 
without approximating the margins, ever obtained the sanction of the 
medical profession, is a mystery to him. When peritoneal inflammation 
does occur, after abdominal sections, it is more frequently the result of 
blood or purulent discharge from the internal wounds remaining in the 
abdominal cavity, than from the section itself. ^ 



<^»» » 



Chlorate of Potash. — Dr. Tully says in regard to this salt, "that 
as respects medicinal power it is a pure reducing or anti-phlogistic, or 
refringent remedy, i. e., it directly reduces vital energy and strength of 
action in the arterial system, and, of course, relieves phlogistic drathe- 
sis.^' He rejects the notion that it imparts free oxygen to* the blood, 
and says that it is of no service in syphilis, scurvy, cutaneous diseases, 
etc. * 



^ ••• > 



Obitiuiry. 

Died, Nov. 7th, at Warsaw, Missouri, of fever induced by the cam- 
paign, €amue]> N. MiDDLEGOFF, aged twenty-six years, Second-Lieu- 
tenant of the Fremont Hussars. 

The deceased, previous to the country being involved in its present 
intestine difficulties, contemplated, as he informed us, of entering the 
medical profession. But the government becoming endangered, i^id 
. our beloved union seeming to be imperilled, he felt called upon to lay 
aside all other purposes for the present, and to gird on his armor and 
march forth and fight for the maintenance of the laws and of the insti- 
tutions founded by our fore-fathers. Although he died not in glorious 
battle, yet his life was none the less sacrificed in his devotion to patriot- 
ism. May his a^hes rest in peace, and may his m«kOLory never oease to 
be fondly cherished by us all. 

To his parents, to his brother, to his loving sister, to his relatives Mid 
numerous friends, we would say, 'Hhat they should sorrow not, evea S8 
others which have no hope.'' He whose life was so upright and was so 
beautifully terminated — terminated in the service of his country — hsS 
now entered upon the joy of a blissful abode in the better land; an^i 
although the eyes m'ay weep, and the heart feel sad and dreary, there 
is yet tho sweet comfort to the soul, that, although dead, he still livetki 
and still regardeth his loved ones upon earth with an affection ast 
dimiDkbedf but purer and holier than 6vsr« ^ 
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Cincinnati, Nov. 9, 1860. 

Prop. B. S. Lawson, M. D. — Dear Sir : At a meeting of the Stu- 

lents of the Cinoinnati College of Medicine and Surgery, held in thd 

Amphitheatre of the College, October, 16th, 1860, Kingston Goddard, 

H.D.yWas called to the chair, and J. Keith Moore appointed Secretary, 

whereupon the following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

" Resolved, That a committee of one from each State and Proyince, 
fopresented.in the class, be appointed to wait upon Prof B. S. Lawson 
*nd request a copy of his Introductory Address for publication." 

The undersigned, as the appointed committee do hereby conform with 

the above Resolution by respectfully requesting a copy of your Intro- 

daotorj Address for publication. By complying with the above you 

will greatly oblige. 

Tours etc. 

F. M Harris, Kentucky. H. W. Chasteen, Indiana. 

J. B. Blair, Virginia. C. H. Mdnro, Nova Scotia. 

B. G-. Cook, Missouri. J. Hare, Minnesota. 

0. N, Dennison, Illinois. M. N. Sbnsabauqh, North Carolina* 

B. T. Gardner, Pennsylvania. J. K. Hassin, Maryland. 

J. P. CoLaROVE, New York. J. D. Edwards, California. 

J. W. Pickett, Ohio. J. G. Woolsey, Tennessee. 



Cincinnati, Nov. 10th, 1860. 

G-ENTLBMEN : Your communication was duly received, and in aocord- 
tnce with the wish of the class, I will be pleased to furnish you a 

oopy of my lecture. 

Sespectfullj joura, "B» ^. \kK:v^Q^% 

Messrs, F. M. jETabris, Ky. ^ 

J. B. Blaib, Va. Y Canvm\tUe« 

^ JB. G. Cook, Mo., and otlkert. 3 
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Introduetory Lecture of Professor B. S. Lawson, M. D. 
Delivered October 15th, 1860. 

Gentlemen, — By an expressed wish of the Faculty, I appear before 
you this evening, for the purpose of opening the present course of 
lectures, by the delivery of a general introductory. This task would 
be performed with great pleasure, if I could flatter myself, that, I would 
succeed in arousing in your minds an undying resolve, thai you will, 
' during your professional career, so devote both your time and talents, 
as to elevate the profession and to do honor to yourselves, by the 
untiring and unceasing efforts which you will make in behalf, of scien- * 
tific medicine. 

Before you advance one stepfarther in this Temple, consecrated to the 
best interests of humanity, examine yourselves thoroughly in reference 
to the purposes of your mind on this important subject. Are you de- 
termined to do all that you can, in an honorable way, that will have a 
tendency to elevate the profession, and to dispel the clouds of error, by 
which it has been ddfaced, by the daring and ruthless hand of empiri- 
cism? Will you sacrifice pleasure and inglorious ease, that you may 
the more successfully prosecute your studies, and subserve the best 
interestd of suffering humanity? Do your hearts beat quicker and 
stronger than they were wont to do, under an unconquerable ambition 
to place, if by any possibility you can, the flag of scientific medicine in 
a more elevated position than it has ever yet occupied ? All who can 
answer these and similar questions in the affirmative, are thrice welcomed, 
in their incipieht efforts to become enrolled among the members of a 
most noble and valuable profession. 

But if, Gentlemen, there should be, unfortunately, those among you, 
who are fonder of pleasure than they are of study ; who prefer ease to 
the arduous pursuit of knowledge; who will not pledge themselves, noir 
and forever, to keep aloof from the numberless resorts of dissipation, ever 
looming up within the range of their observation ; to all such, I would 
unhesitatiDgly say,^o home^ this is not the place for such a class of men, 
nor is medicine the science which they should dare to prosecute. We 
have already, too many, far too many, of such excrescences banging on 
to our profession, and we would greatly prefer to see the amputating 
knife applied in relieving us of them, than to be the means of adding to , 
the body any more of such material, which is both supremely detestable ' 
as well as superlatively hurtful. Such men, cannot but disappoint their 
friends and bring disgrace upon themselves and upon the healing art 

When you contemplate the extensive field which you are to explore, 
and in which you must labor, you will at once perceive that there is ne 
time to be lost, — no talent to be unoccupied, and no compromise to be 
made with anything that is calculated to retard your onward and upward 
course. Sauvages, a most eminent French nosologist, has presented i 
catalogue of some two thousand four hundred disorders to which ear 
race is subject. It is with this long list. of maladies, the production of 
that infernal machine; Pandora's box, — you will have to grapple; wd 
joa shonldi ask the question, how am I to be fitted for such a taskf 
And the answer, by stud^ — by an \xTicom'^xo\x\m\i%^«H^\^tLto an infW" 
tigation or disease and its cure, V\\\ \.^^ci\i ^^i^sL^>aa^. ^tt^^^^v Vi\^> 
and what you must do, if ever ^o\3L\ie^^TCkQi^^\v^<i«wSx\ ^qi\s^%\m^>»^ 
tie mighty contest in wMclx ^otx at^ Vet^^x.^^ \«\wk «ii^^%^ 
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By a reference to our eircular, you ohseryed before leaving your homeSy 
iliat, we require of every student before matriculating, to give satisfao- 
iory evidence of good moral character. We require this evidence in 
.€9ery ecue, and therefore, Gentlemen, we have substantial reason for 
expecting to see this proven in the deportment of every one whose nfime 
18 on our matriculation book. If, in any case, we shall find it to be 
otherwise, we will have the proof, in that gentleman's actions, that he 
has imposed on us, by presenting to the Faculty, false evidence, — an act 
•f which { hope none of you are capable. 

. Another requirement is that, *Hhe student, before matriculating, must 
eive aatisfactory evidence of having acquired a good English education." 
To our requirements we most strictly adhere, nor will We knowingly 
depart from it in any case. We are well apprized that by pursuing this 
eourse we shut pur doors against many who would otherwise come in, 
and in this wa^ lessen the number of our class every winter. Be it so, 
and 80 we want it to be, and for this very purpose we published to the 
world the above requirements. But some one will say, if you will not 
receive every student that applies to you for admission, other schools 
will admit those which you reject. True; — but why do they do it? Let 
them answer ; perhaps, the almighty dollar has something to do with it. 
We, I presume, as anxiously desire to have a large class, as any other 
Faculty ; and I suppose we are as fond of money as most other men ; 
but, I assure you, that neither a desire for one, nor a love for the qther, 
can ever influence the Faculty of this college, knowingly, to admit one 
student who has not acquired a good English education, nor one who 
does not give satisfactory evidence of possessing good moral character. 

It must be admitted by every one, that it is essentially necessary, in a 
man engaged in the practice of medicine to be able to write a good 
legible hand, and to express his ideas on paper in accordance with the 
grammar of the language in which they are written. How, otherwise, 
is he to keep a record of his cases for his own reference and improve- 
ment? and how is he to communicate the result of his observation and 
practice for the benefit of the profession at large ? thus aiding in the 
advancement of science, and proving that he lives, moves, and has his 
being, among the noble sons of .^culapius. 

Our object is, to try to elevate the profession, by rejecting material, 
which, on account of its unadaptedness in this direction, is unsuited 
for being worked into so glorious an edifice. We wish not to present 
any inducement to the young men of our country, to pass by and reject 
trades and occupations for which they may be qualified, and in which 
they might become both useful and honorable, and to press themselves 
into a profession, for which they are wholly incapacitated, and in which 
they would droil out a lifetime of miserable inferiority. No, Gentle- 
men, we. are not among those servants, who go into the highways and 
bid both bad and good to come to the marriage. We would rather say, 
first get on the wedding garment, then come and knock at the door for 
admission, and when admitted, and examined, in reference to the wed- 
ding garment, you will not be speechless, and the servants be ordered 
bjf the king to bind you hand and foot and take you away a\ida^'3A»^^'>QL 
into outer darkness, where there shall be ^eei^\i[i^ ^u^ \^^j^\xi%^ 

I Will Mho add, that, we do not wish to speak, too d\wiOT«^^«vtk^l\^^"^ 
Ism Mwsre of the fact, that many membetfi o{ o\u ifxo^ewft\i^^^^^ '^'^^ 
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of yery limited education, and who by dint of perseverance and un- 
mitigated industry, reacbed high, very high, positions among us; but 
these are noble exceptions; — self-made men, and whenever you meet 
irith such a man you cannot keep him back ; for whatever may be your 
requirements, he will soon comply with them, for he will pour over his 
books by the midnight lamp, and deny himself hours of recreation and 
pleasure, until the work is accomplished. He will work, when others 
sleep; — he will be found engaged in his studies whilst others are engaged 
in the busy round of pleasure and dissipation. We wish to encourage 
every ambitious and worthy young man, who may wish' to become 
identified with us, to begia the matter at the right end, and if be has, 
unfortunately, been deprived in his youth of educational advantages* 
to take so much of his time as will be requisite; and qualify himself for 
the more easy and more successful prosecution of the study of medi- 
cine; this done, his future researches will be 'both easy -and profitable; 
but ibis not done, you n>ay not say his object is difficult of attainment, 
but almost impossible. 

Our requirements were recommended by higher authority than is 
possessed by any one Faculty, however learned. By reference to the 
proceedings of the Ohio State Medical Society, you will find that,"** it 
has long been the object of that honorable body, to improve the con- 
dition of the profession, and for that purpose many plans have been 
proposed, all of which asked the colleges to refuse admittance to all 
who had not attained a certain standard of preliminary education. On 
the part of the colleges it was urged, that this could not be done widi- 
out serious injury to the schools of our State; and that the Office Pre- 
ceptor should attend to this important requisition ; and thus the matter 
stands without action." 

"The Faculty of the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery, 
having investigated the subject thoroughly, and being fully satisfied 
that no single school could establish a standard of literary attainments, 
and a higher one of medical qualification, without great sacrifice, it 
may be supposed they would make the change with some degree of 
reluctance; but, feeling the great responsibility that rests upon the 
medical teacher, it was determined, three years ago, to commence the 
work by making the school /ree, only charging sufficient to meet inci- 
dental expenses." 

"But low fees constitute a loud bid for students," says an objector. 
Suppose we admit it; for the sake of the argument, what then ? Are 
we singular in bidding for students? Is there a college in existence 
that does not do this very thing regularly, every year? What do their 
annual circulars mean, if they are not intended to induce students to 
attend the lectures in the colleges from which they emenate? It cer- 
tainly is a most senseless objection, and goes far to show how tight 
pressed was the objector, who could find no stronger argument: — if an 
argument it can be considered. Can there be found seven men so aim* 
pie as to found a college of any kind, and then resort to no method of 
making it known and getting students to attend? — this, if such an 
instance could be found, would be the very perfection of folly. And 
would they not have an inalienable T\g\vt to fix their fees as high or as 
low, as they in their judgment believed v^oxs\d\i^\i^^\. <s5\<i\>S^\fcWi %^b- 
gerve the purposes had in view? Ikuio^ iio\«ii^ o^ vo^ v^'Cb^ss^ \ft \jift* 
Ubit it, and expediency jtxstifies it, ^^ ^«i\i JA ^^\a»5Ak \^ ^%^ft-i^. 
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generally be graduated by tbe expense incurred, — tbe pecuniary ability 
of the projectors,— the amount of th^ love of money which rankles in 
their breast, and the quantum of disposition to do good for the purpose 
of benefiting society aa far as they can, regardless of sacrifice in time 
or labor.' Will you anathamize men, who act independently on such 
BiatterSj by speaking of their efforts disparagingly because they dare, 
in the face of opposition, to push forward an enterprise, which none 
but the benevolent, none but the philanthropic, ever could have con- 
ceived, or if conceived, ever would have reduced to practice. If you 
can do this, you now have an opportunity. Level your cannon at us ; 
we are the offenders ; and if the community demand it we refuse not to 
die. We stand before the bar of publio sentiment, and to the public 
we appeal, and all we ask, is, *^ strike us but hear us.'* We can not 
for the carping of a few, and that few, interested, because their craft is 
in danger. From them we expect the cry of opposition. We appeal, 
however, to Ceasar, and before his bar we must be tried, and to his 
decision we will cheerfully submit. If Fathers will not allow their 
sons to attend our school ; if Doctors positively forbid their students 
entering the door of the Oindnnati College of Medicine and Surgery ; 
and if the young men themselves will pass us by and not recognize 
our efforts for their benefit, and for the benefit of the dearest friends 
they will ever have on earth, then and not till then^ shall our flag, now 
waving triumphantly over us, be ever furled, or a stripe or star tarnish* 
ed by the hand of an enemy. No Gentlemen ; we have given it to tho' 
breeze, and its gentle, but unceasing undulations, show the kind recep- 
tion with which it has met and its continuance there, is an evidence 
that no truce has been entered into and no declaration of peace has 
yet been agreed upon ; nor will we ever become party to any capitula- 
tion that does not recognize our independence and the honor of the 
position which we have assumed. 

The design we have in view is certainly, a praisworthy one, and that 
design is, as has been already expressed, to elevate the standard of 
requirements, so as to secure material of the best quality, out of which 
may be reared, physicians and Surgeons, who may occupy high ground 
in their profession. The amount of money which we receive for our 
labor, is not a matter of even secondary importance, and our fees will 
be regulated by the demand for the means necessary to enable us to 
teach the several departments in the most successful kqanner. We 
wish never to be under the necessity of resorting to an apology for 
making a poor Doctor, such as was offered by a professor; — in a College 
not a thousand miles distant, — for graduating a young man of known 
and acknowledged disqualification ; by saying, as he did ; " give us 
better material, and we will make better Doctors." Our plan, secures 
the "better material," and from our plastic hands oome forth the 
" better Doctors," and no apologies needed. 

Our object then, in making this change, was not to secure large classes; 
but intelligent ones; and so far we have succeeded in an eminent degree. 

We have thus, gentlemen, made a brief expose of our position and 
the ground upon which it is based. We no longer look upon our 
ooiurse as an experiment : — it is now a fixed fact^ and the large class 
of last winter, and the still larger one of this, we \.Vve ^VtQ\i%^%\» -^-t^i^^ 
whioh ean he adduced in proof of the asBeTiVon. Nt e vt^ tl^"^ %\«^x>»rA. 
M^ tiuM result, for we felt fully assured ihat joxmg mfcu ^waSxi^^.^ %«^«»> 
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the profession, would give positive proof of their estimation of a Faculty 
who would do so much, solely for their benefit, an^ the elevation of 
medical science. Not another school in the Union, — not being a 
State institution; — has dared to require so hjgh preliminary acquire- 
ments, as has this ; and as a matter of course, our classes must com- 
mand a greater amount of intelligence, in proportion to their number, 
than any other. 

Gentlemen, we are here assembled from various portions^ the civil- 
ized world, and the object of our meeting is to teach and to be taught 
The Professors will endeavor faithfully t-o teach you the best known 
methods of preventing, curing, and alleviating disease. It is no trifling 
or irresponsible task, to direct the undisciplined mind in the use of 
those materials whieh, in their hands tend to the restoration of health 
or to the destruction of life. We willingly assume this responsibility, 
and if you will give us your undivided and faithful attention, we will 
in our respective departments, present to you the solid principles of ou|p 
profession, upon which you may rear a superstructure, more lasting 
than brass, and more valuable than gold. The mass may court the 
golden Goddess, and at her shrine exhaust all their devotion, but it will 
be our employment, and chief delight to offer our sacrifice and adoration 
in the temple of Science. This temple is always open, and the richest 
jewels afforded by earth, decorate her whole interior, and all who enter 
may receive a rich reward. It will be our object to direct your foot- 
steps as you enter her sacred walls, and it will be yours to improve all 
the advantages presented. 

You will find the Faculty faithful in the discharge of their duties, 
and in the language of Dr. Good, their '^ sole object will be to com- 
municate information so far as they may be able ; to exhaust nothing, 
but to touch upon many things ; to. give a desire for learning, rather 
than to consummate the learning that may be desirable ; to run over 
the vast volume, not in its separate pages, but in its table of contents, 
80 that hereafter we may be the better prepared for studying it more 
minutely, and for feeling in some measure at home upon the various 
subjects it presents to us.'' ** Yet, after all," he adds, 'lectures alone 
can do but little, whatever the energy or perspicuity with which they 
may be delivered. They may, perhaps, awaken a latent propensity, or 
enkindle a transient inclination ; but unless the new-born flame be fed 
and fostered, unless it be nourished by study, as well as excited by hear- 
ing, it will perish as soon as lighted up ] or, if it continue, will only 
blaze forth in a foppery of knowledge far more contemptible than the 
grossest ignorance." 

Let us, then, gentlemen, enter upon our respective duties in a spirit 
of co-operation, and if you will do this, you may feel confident of 
reaping a rich harvest for the privations and labor incident upon attend- 
ance on a course of lectures. 

We live in an age of activity — of increased and increasing activity — 

and the indolent can no more keep up with the rapid strides being made 

in every department of human knowledge. Every thing now, is pushed 

forward with the power of steam and with the velocity of lightning. 

The science of medicine is not behind any other department of human 

learningy and upon the laborers in thL\a e^Lleuded field, the sun never 

sets, for aa soon as one class becomea Tweax's wi^ i^\A.\«a \a xfc^X^ ^\.Wet 

rise up to earrj on the work; and ao, ml\io\iA.\\i^fexmm\^\i^^^^ ^^\i^^- 
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Qout effort is "being made to improve that wbioh is defeotive, and to add 
new material to the vast resources already on hand. Yoa must work, 
gentlemen, if you would keep up with this moving mass of busy en- 
quirers after soientific truth. To lose a day, is to be out-stripped almost 
beyond the possibility of recovery ; and a few days lost will enrol you 
among the old fogies. Everything has to be examined dis novo, and men 
are unwilling to receive anything as truth, merely because some great 
man Las heretofore thus pronounced it. The most rigid criticism is 
brought to bear on every assumption, it matters not whence it origin- 
ated : and no man stands so high in any department, as to screen either 
his premises or conclusions from the most scrutinizing analysis. The 
ancients received the declarations of their oracles without questioning 
their truth; but nowj we must try the declarations of our oracles by a 
thousand tests, before will enrol them on the list of established truth, 
Thui is just as it should be, — and to ''prove all things and hold fast to 
that which is good,^' is as good a maxim now as it was when first utter- 
ed. The man who is satisfied with the mere dictum magisterii, is a 
mere appendage to the car of his lordship, to be drawn about at his 
will. Gentlemen, you are enquirers hit^r truth, — seek it as you would 
hidden treasure, but believe nothing to be the pure article, until it 
shall have passed through the fiery furnace of the most rigid investiga- 
tion. 

Ton may be induced to infer that, the entire field of science 
baa been explored, and that the precious jewels have all been 
appropriated by those who have preceded you. This is a very great 
mistake. As well may you suppose that the^ mighty depths of the ocean 
have been ploughed up, and that man has become familiar with all that 
is therein, which can enlighten his mind or fill his soul with profound 
reverence for Him, who has written upon the surface of the mighty 
4eep, that the hand that formed it is Divine : — as well conclude that the 
mountains have been riddled, and that every precious thing which they 
contain, has been abstracted by man, and the chain of knowledge which 
they are capable of furnishing, has received its last link: — or leap madly 
and erroneously at once, to the absurd conclusion, that the animal, vege- 
table and mineral kingdoms have all been exhausted, and there remains 
nothing more by which man's stock of knowledge can be increased. 

Alexander might conquer the world, and then sit down and cry like 
a baby because there was not another world in which triumphantly to 
lead into battle his invincible forces; but Gentlemen, you may save 
your tears ; you work is not finished ; the forces of this world are not 
yet mastered ; and though we do not wish to discourage you, we would 
place a little check upon your youthful and perhaps sanguine antici- 
pations, by saying, that, in all probability, you will never achieve a 
Tictory so complete, as to call for the shedding of tears, because you 
can find no more work to engage your time and talents. It is only 
necessary for you to take a glance at the vast field which lies before 
you, in order to be convinced that there is work enough, yet unfinished, 
to occupy the time of many succeeding generations, if, indeed, it can 
ever be completed. Of you, of the young men of this generation, ic 
is expected that you will cast into the rich treasury of scientific know- 
ledge a full proportion of the results of your labors. Thi^ «^^^^<aX\^^ 
can onJj he met by the ambitious, the indnatxiOTiL^ Wi^ ^^x^^^^V\\!w%. 
Jje^ U8 briedjr notice some of the aubjacta ^\i\Q\i\\iV\\JbQ'v«^^»^'«^^'^^^\ 
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both on account of their importance, as ifoll as the unfinished state ia 
which T^e find them. 

Physiology, that most nseful and pleasing science, has been cnltiyai- 
ed with a zeal paramount to its importance, and has enlisted in its ser> 
vice talents not surpassed by the laborers in any othc^r field. The 
success which has attended the investigations of Physiologists, is cer- 
tainly most gratifying to the friends of this department of natural 
science. But after all that has been discovered, how much yet remains 
undeveloped, and still claims further investigation ? 

The Anatomist will demonstrate to you the wonderfully made organ 
which gives the first impulse to the blood, causing it to course its way 
along the innumerable canals that are formed to keep it within the 
appropriate limits ; but can he give you an unexceptionable theory of 
the entire circulation ? how the blood is propelled to its ultimate des- 
tination ? how it gets into the capillary vessels, thence to the veins, and 
back again to the heart ? I ask, can the Anatomist or Physiologist 
give you a theory of the action of this hydraulic apparatus, free from 
all mystery, and one that will be free from all objection? They will 
discourse upon the contractibility of the heart and arteries, of capillary 
attraction, vis a tergo power, nervous influence, vital action, etc., but do 
they thus clear up all the difficulties that are presented? and do they 
all agree, so that, now^ we have no difficulties yet to be solved? 

How little, comparatively, is yet known of cerebral anatomy and 
physiology, and yet how important it is that, as practitioners of medi- 
cine and surgery, we should be better instructed on the subject than 
we are. The furnace from which this microcosm — man — receives its 
heat, upon which its life depends, is still a controverted question, and 
at this advanced stage of our science, no one can present a theory of 
animal heat, which will be universally received. 

Recently, learned, ingenious and scientific researches have been insti- 
tuted in reference to the function of the ductless glands, the spleen, 
the thymus, thyroid and supra-renal bodies, but still, it cannot be dog* 
matically assumed, that our knowledge in this department is perfected, 
and therefore, further research would promise no reward to the investi- 
gator. Perhaps tbis prolific subject may yet compensate some bold 
adventurer, as richly, as did the discovery of the circulation of the 
blood, or the introduction of auscultation in diagnosis of diseases of the 
heart. 

You will not, I trust, be prevented from entering into a full invesd- 
gation of any subject, because the success of previous operators appears 
to have exhausted the theme. Their labors only make more accessible 
the way to new truths, many of which lie only a step beyond the point 
which they reached, but could not surpass, on account, perhaps, of the 
shortness of life or other contingencies which they could not control. 
The fore-runner only prepares the way for him who shall come 
after him, and stands as a beacon to direct others into the harbor of 
f afety. Follow these lights, and learn, if you can, to avoid their errors, 
and to profit by their labors, the way then will be more easily traveled, 
and their experience will perhaps help you in your ascent to a higher 
point than ever attained by them. 

We might thus present many other subjects under this head, which 
are y at sub jibdice\ — matters yet Tec\\i\t\ii^ ^w^ih^r investigation ; the 
truth in reference to which, mig^it gteaW^ V^ix^^\.w»^ Tk^\»«t\^ ^^'oi^^. 
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•f science, but as practitioners of medicine and the yarious other 
departments of our profession. 

Uhemistry, that most invaluable science ; valuable in almost every 
avocation of life, is still susceptible of great improvement, and perhaps 
in nothing, may more fame be acquired, than in this department. It is 
greatly to be regrejbed, that, medical students generally pay so little 
attention to it, during their attendance upon lectures, and while in the 
office of their preceptors. From the want of knowledge on this sub- 
ject, how many sad mistakes, and how much mischief is done, it is im- 
possible for any one to determine. 

I would embrace this opportunity. Gentlemen, of pressing upon you 
the necessity of devoting equally as much time to this subject, as to 
any other one in the catalogue of your studies. Now is the time to 
become chemists, and if you neglect improving it, thinking that you 
icHl attend to it after graduating and entering into practice, the proba- 
bility is, you will neglect it during the remainder of life. The strong- 
est appeals are made to you on this very point. Your own reputation 
to a great extent depends upon your knowledge of chemistry, and your 

f patient's safety is jeopardised by ignorance here. If your ambition 
eads you to seek distinction, no subject, perhaps, presents a more in- 
viting field. Notwithstanding the great advance which this science 
has made, still there is much more to be done, and perhaps its greatest 
triumphs are yet to be achieved. You will often be consulted by your 
friends in reference to subjects which can only be explained through 
the aid of chemistry, And to be ignorant, when questioned, is to forfeit 
your pretensions, not only as a physician, but, as a man of ordinary 
scientific attainments. The most of men. in the various trades and 
professions, have more or less information upon this subject, and if 
they find that you are more ignorant than they are themselves, or some 
other Doctor with whom they have conversed, they will certainly pass 
you by when in search of medical advice, and they would have a very 
good rea£on for so doing. To sum up the matter then; I would say; 
your own interest and reputation, the well being of society, and the 
advance of our profession, will call loudly upon you to study well this 
important branch. 

In connection with chemistry, I would next refer to the Materia 
Medica, as having very strong claims upon your attention. This de- 
partment has been greatly enriched by the aids afforded by chemistry, 
and our list of medicinal agents has been more improved through this 
means than through any other. You can only hope to accomplish 
much in this branch of your profession, by being well versed in ehemi- 
oal science. An increase in the list of remedial agents is not so much 
to be desired, as is the concentration of their virtues into smaller vol- 
umes, and a knowledge ef their real power in con troling disease. We 
have already too great a list of medicines, many of which possess little 
or no power, and many others, perhaps, greatly overated. Much 
remains to be done, before we can hope to have a Materia Medica^ 
which, will ever approximate that which is desirable. Young men are 
apt to think that this is a very dry and uninteresting subject, and that 
it affords no field for a display of talent, and no rewards to him who 
eultivates it. This, Gentlemen, I look upon as a grand mistake. It is 
no honor to a man to understand well the matexYiA m>i!^^V\Oc!L\i& ^'^'^- 
Mteg? — to make valuable additions and impio^em^iiXa in >Oidlq^ \a^N»t\skS^\ 
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by which be ia able to perfonn bis work wilb more eue' and greater 
certainty ? would it not hand down the name of a man to posterity, aa 
one of the greatest of benefactors, who should discover a certain meant 
of caring tuberoular phthisis ?-— of eradicating the serofnlons diatbesii t 
of certainly curing fever in twenty«fbnr or forty-eight hovra? etc., etc. 
/From your medical materials you must discover these specifies if they 
are ever found* And why, I would ask, shouM this not be done? 
Things, as impossible have been discovered. Who, before the time of 
Jennerj ever dreamed of the possibility of finding a prevention of that 
most loathsome of all diseases, the small -pox. Until very roMntly, had 
it ever entered any man's head that the Surgeon would be^ able to 
amputate an arm or a leg, whilst the man was enjo jring, free from pain, 
a comfortable nap? Now, here perhaps, we have the two extremely of 
all that has been achieved by the mighty power of our profitosioH ; and 
will you not be stimulated to make an effort to furnish, at least one 
other additional improvement to the already very extensive list of 
achievements, by which the world is incalculably blessed, through At 
labors of the most self-sacrificing and noble fraternity that ever oper* 
ated fot the good of their fellow creatures ? 

Let us look for a moment at practical medicine, which is the af^pK- 
cation of our knowledge of all the other departments ef our sdienee ; 
and I am sure we will be surprised to find, how far short i# falls of our 
expectationt and of our ardent wishes. How minute, how definite and 
connected, are anatomy, physiology and chemistry, those fandamenttl 
bases of our profession. In vain do we look fbr suoh precision and 
definiteness in the practice, when wte bring our principles to bear upoa 
disease. This is humiliating, but, it is not discouragrng, for in spitt 
of all Insurmountable obstacles, progress of the most flattering char- 
acter, is found to attend the researches of thote who lab(^ fidth&Uy in 
this inviting field. Our present mode of interrogratiog nature in ^rder 
to reach a rational diagnosis, is so superior to that of n hundred or even 
fifty years ago, that we can truthfully affirm, great improrement hat 
been made, and immense advantages have been gained ; and throuf^ 
this single medium, mankind has been greatly blessed, and the power 
of our science greatly increased. But even in this, there remains still 
much, very much, yet to be developed, before we will be able to' diag- 
nose every disease, so as to remove all doubt in reference to the correot* 
ness of our judgement. Practice in any case, without proper knowl- 
edge of the functional and structural disturbances present, must, firasi 
the very nature of the case, be founded on empiricism ; and thus it 
alwayt hazardous, even in the hands of the scientific, but bow mud 
more so, when resorted to by the ignorant and daring pretender. Toi 
may falsely imagine. Gentlemen, th'it by experience you may learn te 
to detect disease, and rightly to direct your practice.- Before you snSw 
your minds to embrace such an absurdity, remember <ihat 'medical eac- 
perience is not seeing or treating a great number of caaes. **• Without 
principles deduced from analytical reasoning, experience is a nsletl 
and blind guide." You may be always looking at disease, without pfm 
deriving therefrom any profitable experience. If the praetioe of medi- 
cine is to be learned in this way, why do we blanch our cheeks in trim- 
ming the midnight lamp, while pouripg over inassive volumes, in which 
are contained the collected wiadom oi Q«iiV(ii\«& ^«aX\— ^vh^ aeolude oir* 
BolveB from society and its feacinatin^TOuii^ c^^ ^\mafQ3^\»«iLWudiK 
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ihd borrora of the dissecting-room, for the purpose of becoming 
&miliar with the machine, with which we are to operate and whose 
departures from a normal condition, we are to correct ; — why willinglj* 
visit the pest-house, whose very atmosphere is loaded with the seeds of 
death — or why, with 'the undaunted courage of a Ca&ser, should we 
follow in its march, the sweeping and deadly epidemic, for the purpose 
of putting our knowledge to the test of experience, if the wisdom 
acquired at the expence of so much patient toil and unselfish devotion, 
is of no account — availeth not — is a mere work of supererogation ? 
The experience which you should seek, is founded on the correct 
observation of symptoms, the generalization of the facts observed, and 
the storing up in the memory, both the observations and conclifsions. 

Let me ask you. Gentlemen, if there are no improvements yet pos- 
sible in the practice of our art ? Have we a euro for every disease ? 
or have we a specific for any one disease ? If, in reference to this 
matter, it may be truly said, '^ so for hast thou gone, and no farther 
eanst thou go,'' then is our condition a most deplorable one. But, I 
exultingly declare, that, this is not true, an^ I predicate my assertion 
upon what has been done and upon the deathless devotion, to man's 
best earthly interest, which is manifested in the labors of those who 
are the guardians of the health and life of their fellow men. Almost 
every day, some new practical truth, in the treatment of disease, is dis- 
covered, and diseases heretofore intractible, are no longer allowed to' 
run their wonted course, either to resolution or to death.- 

Much yet must be aslsertained in reference to the modus operandi of 
madicine ;-*— how it controls morbid action and thus enables the various 
organs to resume their Jiealthy functions. There is not in the whole 
round of medical investigation, a subject more densely enveloped in 
uncertainty, and of more real worth to the medical man, than the sub« 
ject of the action of medicine on the human system. If all obscurity 
here could be dismissed, a brighter day would open upon our science, 
than was that day when the mighty King of all the material light of 
this vast universe, first poured forth his cheering rays on onr dark 
earth. 

I have not time to go farther in detail, and my object is only to open 
to your view the trnth, that, there is much ,yet to be done in order to 
perfect our science, and to incite you to investigation, that you may 
prove yourselves valuable accessoins to our ranks, and the true benefact- 
ors of our race, which has ever been calling, in its sufferings from 
disease, for relief, which no other portion of the human family can ever 
furnish. Listen, Gentlemen, to this appeal, and conduct yourselves 
accordingly. 

We have not time to pursue this elucidation of the point before us 
to any greater length. Surgery, Pathology, physical diagnosis, etc., 
are all equally as susceptible of improvement, as is either of the fore- 
going subjects, and present fields not less inviting, and rewards not lesi 
valuable; 

My object, Gentlemen, in thus calling your attention, in a very brief 
way, to some of the subjects which invite your special attention, and 
which promise a rich reward to the faithful student, is, to stir up with- 
in you a laudable ambition to do something more for medicine^ iL^A. 
merely to live hy following it as a profesaiou. "W^ \iVJ^TSi^\.^^\i'0^^- 
men, for the purpose of prosecuting a naosl uoVA^ «i.\xdL Vsx\ft\^'?Ai«^%^'sv'" 
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ence, by which we may become acquainted with the means which a 
gracious ProTidence has supplied for the preveDtion, core and allevia- 
tion of the ills to which hamaoity is liable. The work is arduous, but 
the pleasure afforded in acquiring knowledge and intellectual power, 
will richly compensate you for every sacrifice which yon may be called 
npon to make. Your investigations as medical men, most necessarilj 
be extensive, if you aspire to eminence, for medicine levies her contri- 
butions from every branch of knowledge, and it is our business to 
classify and arrange this knowledge, so as to make of it an exhaustlees 
fountain of richest blessing ; to be expended for the good of our fel- 
low men. Medicine ib founded on science, and its end and aim, — the 
good of man. Dr. Watson very justly observes, that, '' the professioa 
of medicine, having for its end the common good of mankind, knows 
nothing of national enmities, of political strife, of sectarian dissen* 
sions. Disease and pain the sole conditions of its ministry, it is dis- 
quieted by no misgivings concerning the justice and honesty of its 
clients cause; but dispenses its peculiar benefits, without stint or 
scruple, to men of every country, and party, and rank, and religion, 
and to men of no religion at all. And like the quality of mercy, of 
which it is the favorite handmaid, '* it blesseth him that gives and him 
that takes ;'' reading continually to our own hearts and understandings 
the most impressive lessons, the most solemn warnings.*' PhysicianSi 
more frequently than any other class of men, are called to witness the 
weakness and depravity of human nature, and must learn to spmpath* 
ize with the sufferer and to throw the mantle of charity over his faults. 
You must weep with those who weep, and rejoice with those who 
rejoice. Man must be studied as a compound being, composed of a 
physical, moral and intellectual nature ; and in this way only, can you 
ever hope to be prepared to treat the various forms of disease to which 
he is subject. 

I do hope, Gentlemen, that you will not enter upon the practice of 
so responsible a profession, without making adequate preparation ; and 
that you will remember, it is fraught with incalculable good when 
properly used, and as full of danger, both to yourselves and society, 
when in the hands of the ignorant. You must not allow its respon- 
sibilities or its dangers to intimidate you in its prosecution, but rather 
should they serve to kindle within your hearts a more manly determin- 
ation to prepare yourselves well, for the conflict in which you are soon 
to be engaged. 

''The great improvements going on in our profession, seem to point 
us to better and happier days, therefore. Gentlemen, lot me say to yon, 
be not discouraged, the eagle of freedom may yet perch upon your ban« 
ner, and introduce you to an age, if not freed from disease, may never- 
theless defy its ravages, on account of the reliable antidote, with which 
you may, with unerring certainty, neutralize its deadly venom and set the 
captive free. Labor on and labor, ever ; and from your first entranoe 
into practice, contest every inch of the territory of life against disease 
and death, and should you fail to accomplish the highest object of your 
ambition, so act, as to be buoyed up in the last struggle of expiring 
nature, with the consoling reflection, that you had, to the very beat of 
jour ability and means, discharged faithfully your duty." 
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Brown Township, Riplej Co. Indiana, Nov. 20, 1860. 

Dr. a. H. Baker, — Dear Sir : Believing it to be a duty owed to^ 
the eanae of humanity by all Physicians, to make known the methods 
of cure resorted to in difficult cases, I would report the followiiig for 
yonr excellent Journal, as a case of decided interest. 

I was called on the 24th o& March, 1858, to a boy named Milton 
Biggs aged sixteen years, attacked by acute Pleuritis of the right side, 
on uie 2nd of Jan. 1858, as reported by the Mother, and attended bj 

Dr. D of Dillsborough, Ja. I was unable to learn the treatment 

pursued, but suppose the plan adopted not to have been sufficiently 
active. 

The boy, when visited by myself, was truly a pitiable object, given 
over indeed to death by his former attendant. Pleuritic effusion had evid- 
ently taken. place to such an extent, that the right side of the chest was 
greatly enlarged, the intercostal muscles distended, and pushed out to 
a considerable degree. The right lung seemed to be solidified through 
its whole extent. The boy was much emaciated. Features very sharp. 
Cadaverous appearance. Bough skin. Eye unnaturally bright. 
HecUb fever from about 4 o'clock P. M. until 10, then colliguative 
sweats. Pulse very quick and wiry, running one hundred and twenty 
per minute. Dyspnoea considerable. Cough severe. Bowels irregular. 
bigestion greatly impaired. In fact the symptoms assumed the worst 
character, It was evident to me that an absorption of effused pus was 
giving rise to many of the appearances. 

My mind was at once made up, and expressed, that the only hope 
0? the boy's restoration to any thing like health, lay in resorting to 
the operation of Paracentesis thoracis, for the relief of the Empyema- 
toos condition. The friends of the youth, together with himself, urged 
upon me the undertaking of this operation. 

At their request, Dr. Anderson, an intelligent physician and Sur- 
geon, was invited to be present at the operation. Accordingly after 
prescribing the best expectorant I could think of, left the patient 
awaiting the convenience of Dr. Anderson. It was not until the 27th 
that his presence could be obtained. At that time the symptoms were 
considerably mitigated in severity ; the expectorant and a mild purga- 
tive that I had ordered, having operated kindly. Dr. Anderson, upon 
his arrival, coincided with me in my views of the case. I then tend- 
ered him the opportunity of using the instruments, but he declined, 
urging upon myself the proper Surgical duty. I immediately passed 
an exploring needle, between the fourth and fifth ribs, directly below, 
and to the left of the mamillary gland. Upon withdrawing the instru- 
ment, a drop of pus confirmed our views of the case, and I without 
delay passed a bistoury to the depth of one and a half inches, and 
making one in length, taking care to * avoid the intercostal nerve and 
artery. As the instrument was withdrawn the aperture gave vent to a 
gnsb of pus with a strong ammoniacal oder, and closed. Dr. Anderson 
then passed the cannula which discharged half a gallon of pus very 

Soickly. The constitutional effect was very great. The boy became 
eadly pale ; cold perspiration stood upon his face ; intense sickness 
of stomach came on and accordingly we at once &e^\&W^ ^x^xni^^xV^^^ 
operMtioBS, appropriately securing the wound. 
The boy sooa rallied, and expressed a eenae oi gt^^\» t^^1% ^^^^^ 
tbUawiog was then ordered. 



.■I 
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|L QuiDioe Solpk fiB. 90. 
Acid Salph. dO. gtt 20 
Aqo«, Sj. 

Solution made and 3j given eyery four honn. Alao Sptt. Mind :3g 
sweetened bj 3j comp. sir. ecilloe. One teaspoonfiil eyeir tbree bonn. 
Dovers powder at bed time grs. iij, and in the morning Oleum RiciaL 
I did not aee the boy again until the second day after the operation, tt 
which time I took off the bandages and adhesiye atripa, inserted the 
cannula and placing over it a slightly exhausted cap drew forth eight 
oz. of pure pus. Symptoms all better. Left lung sound, the right 
still solidified. Expectoration easy. Little cough. Slight perspiration. 
Soft pulse, by no means frequent. Digestive organs unimproved. Similir 
treatment continued. On the next day, I found him ntting up, chee^ 
ful, almost free from pain, and with a natural expression of counten- 
ance. There was no fever present, tongue clean and appetite good. 
The same method of drawing forth pus was again employed, and with 
corresponding results. The medical treatment as before with the ad- 
dition of cod liver oil and brandy in small doses at three hours inter* 
yals. This whole treatment we pursued for twenty- five days, using the 
bistoury several times to reopen the wound. By this time the boy was 
so far recovered as to leave for Illinois, where he now resides in excell- 
ent health. I have lately received by letter the announcement of 
continued convalescence. Yours truly, 

JOHV W. Gk)BD0K. 



BocKYORB HL, Not. 15, 1860. 

In the October number of your Journal the question is asked, " Can 
a woman remain ignorant of her pregnancy up to the time of her 
delivery ?" and as the converse of this inquiry I would ask, can a 
woman arrive at what »he thinks is her full term of gestation and not be 
pregnant? I will report two cases, touching this question. 

Case Ist. Mrs. D , married about nine years ago. A little more 

than two years after she thought she was pregnant for the first time. 
The first of June 1853 her husband consulted me for a 9Ught flowing 
his wife had, she being, as they thought, three months pregnant, stat- 
ing also that she had flowed each month a little, I prescribed and in 
a few days I met him and he said ^* it was all right." The first of July 
I visited her for a flowing, as she feared she might miscarry if It was 
left to go on. She then said she expected to be sick as soon as the first of 
December, and that she was certain she had felt motion within a week. 
She said her breasts were larger, and harder, and I must say I thought 
her countenance indicated pregnancy. I heard nothing more of the case 
except about three months after July, when in reply to my inquiry 
about his wife her husband said, **• she continues to flow a little every 
month.'' Along in the month of January 1854, the friends and neigh- 
boring women would often ask me. '^ Isn't it strange that Mrs. D ^ 

goes so long." I generally quieted them by saying that probably she 

hud made a wrong calculation. About the middle of February, full 

two and a half months after she expected \iet eQiiik^ii%\BL«^VtV«t V^^s^iw&il 

came to my ofl5ee, to say that \i\a wV£ft \iad\»coiii^ ^^\fc wnxv^^i^ i^^ 

heT^taatioa and she wished me to V\ft\t\iex. \ «^«i^aik^^^wA.\« 
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Imsband was anxious about her oondition and wanted I should call 
and see her. From her appearance while walking across the jBoor, had 
I known nothing of her situation, I should have judged her to be seven 
or eight months pregnant. In answer to my inquiries she said she had 
flowed a little every month since stie became pregnant, that she was not 
then so large as she was two or three months before ; that the breasts 
were large and hard : that ishe knew she had felt motion for more 
than six months, but that it had been less for two months than through 
October and November, and for two weeks had felt but very little. I 
examined the abdomen, (though not per Vaginum) and listened for a 
faksil heart, but could not detect it. I then told the expectant parents 
tiiat I did not think she was pregnant, certainly not four months. They 
were greatly surprised, but time proved the correctness of my diagnosis. 
She gradually showed less embonpoint, for about three months from 
this time, when she was as slim as at marriage. She enjoyed as good 
health through her supposed pregnancy, as the average of women do 
through their reaZ pregnancies. Mrs. D , is a woman of fair intel- 
lect and unblemished character, and could have had no motive for pre- 
tending to be different from what she was. She had all her *^ Baby 
elothes" made before the first of December, and I do not hesitate to 
Bay that I verily believe she considered herself really and truly pregw 
nant as she had told me and the friends and neighbors. About two 
years after she really became pregnant, and at full time was delivered, 
and has since given birth to her second child. 

Case 2d. In the month of Sept. 1856, Mrs. E- , called to see if 1 

thought her pregnant. She had been married about six or seven 
months. Previous to this marriage she had been a widow about four 
years, and had given birth to five children. At this time (Sept.) she 
bought herself pregnant five or six months, but felt differently from 
her former pregnancies. I requested a vial of urine for examination. 
I used the test given by Bird, and seeing her a few days after, gave it 

M my opinion that she was not pregnant. Mrs. R , lived eight or 

ten miles in the country and I did not see her again till the first week 
in Sept 1857, when I was called to deliver her of a child. While 
waiting on her at this visit she told me that at the time I told her she 
was noVenciente she began to feel motion, and expected to have been 
eonfined about the first of January ; that she had all her " baby linen" 
etc., prepared ; and looked forward to the time as confidently as she 
■ ever had ; and that the breasts enlarged and felt as they had at her 
former pregnancies ; that she was confident of feeling motion as pos- 
itively, though not as violently as before ; and that on the night of 
the first of January she sent for me to deliver her, I was absent from 
the city a few days, and an eclectic was taken. He staid some time and 
left, as the pains were not very severe, to be sent for when labor came 
OH vigorously ; which ytbs just eight months after ^ when I delivered her 
of a girl. After this Eclectic left she had no more labor pains, and in 
a few days was about the house again. Her health was rather poorly 
the whole eight months from January to her confinement, though she 
did most of the house work, as the wife of a small farmer. At her 
ebnfinement I observed nothing unusuaV^ enef^^X. ^w ^t^^wsv^w;^ 
Mbdomeo, and when the membranea broke 1 to\3iT\^ l^^^'^ ^q\ivkv.w^^ \:^^ 
pr three times the ns ual quantity of water. lYi^ c\i\\^ ni%»,»\ >0>kvxs^%^ 
mim^ montha child. The womaa haa Wn n^t^ ^^^t^^^tsX vA>m* 
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mnee been confined, Tritbont any mis-calculation. I doubt not Mn. 
B ■, was sincere and honest in her expectations of being confined on 
the first of Jan nary, when she was really bat one month advanced in 
gestation. How do yoa accoant for these mistakes ? 

J. Blount, M. D. 



MuTiTAL, Champaign Co., Ohio. 

Pkov. a. H. Baker — ^Dear Sir : As there is a good deal of discus- 
sion about Diphtheria and a variety of opinions as to the nature of the 
disease and its treatment, I have concluded to give you my experience 
in the disease and the coarse I have pursued in its treatment. I 
have treated about seventy cases. Each case was characterized by 
either a pearly white or yellowish white exudation upon the tonsils, 
extending in some cases up over vellum pendulum paUati. In the 
majority of cases the disease was ushered in with fever and more 
or less pain in the head, and to use the language of the patient, '^aeh* 
ing of the bones.'' In no one of the cases has there been any erup- 
tion upon the skin characteristic of scarlatina, nor do I consider it • 
variety of that disease, from the fact that it is not characterized by the 
eruption upon the skin which is present in scarlatina. In no 
case of scarlatina that I have ever attended has there been any tend- 
ency to the formation of a false membrane in the throat extending te 
the trachea. But in Diphtheria it is very common, and some physicians 
go so far as to say that they have discovered this membrane in the 
vagina. If any physician has met with this membrane in that situa* 
tion in genuine scarlet fever I am not aware of the fact. 

Another point of difference between scarlatina and diphtheria is tbe 
contagiousness in the former. I never considered diphtheria contagi- 
ous in tbe slightest degree. I consider it an epidemic disease without 
contagious properties, and in this I am fully satisfied by observation. 
Families within my range of practice who were free from the disease 
did not go where they had the disease, and in some cases they were the 
next that were attacked by it, and in quite a number of families one 
member would be attacked and all the rest escape. The method of 
treatment that I have found most efficient in the cure of the disease is 
a vigorous constitutional one. I have more confidence in that kind of 
treatment than any other as the disease itself is a constitutional one. 
In the cases that I have had the remedies that have succeeded the best 
were Quinine, Iron and chlorate of potash. I have been in the habit 
of commencing with the quinine and chlorate of potash at the very 
onset of the disease without any regard to the fever. I generally wait 
a day or two before commencing the use of the iron, then I combine 
the iron and quinine as follows, Chlorate linct. iron gss, quinine 3I, of 
this the dose for an adult is ten drops every four or six hours. As for 
local applications. I have used a variety of them. I have used the 
nitrate of silver in but a few cases. My prescription has been the sul- 
phate of zinc or copper, a drachm to the ounce of rain water, this I 
use by means of a probang every four or five hours. As for external 
applicationa a slice of salt bacon \^ sbout «a ^oq4 %a vcl^ thiu^ else» 
But if there is much slougbing oi t\ie ^\«i\i^ ^ >^^ u<w^^%\sl ^\w\!i&k^v 
of iodine w preferable to tbe bacon, TC:\i^ ife^N^\a \\skft wwswk^s^^a^V 
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have pursued and ia tlie seventy cases that I have treated I have not 
lost bat two, and in one of them the disease was beyond the reach of 
medicine before I was called. 

Yours respectfully. E. C. Peaecs. 



r For the Medical and Surgical New. 

Bq)htheria. 

Ireland, Ind., Nov. 26th, 1860. 

Pbov. Baker — Sir : having read a discussion in your Journal, that 
took place in the Academy of Medicine, Cincinnati, on Diphtheria. I 
bog leave to present to your readers the result of my experience in that 
disease. Diphtheria first assumed an epidemic form here last winter, 
and prevailed through the spring, abated with an occasional case 
through the summer, and has reappeared this fall. Previous to this 
I have seen sporadic cases in the fall and spring in neighborhoods 
where Erysipelas prevailed, and from the dark purple appearance of 
the inflamed surfaces of the parts affected, together with a similarity of 
the general symptoms, I supposed it, if not the same disease, at least 
very similar in its nature. 

I was called about four years ago this fall to see a young man of 18 
years of age, affected with all the symptoms of diphtheria. I applied 
eauBtio to his throat freely, which gave immediate relief. The next day I 
found my patient affected with Erysipelas of the face ; the face swollen 
so that the eyes were closed. The patient soon recovered under the 
me of calomel and quinine. 

Treatment. In cases of considerable arterial excitement I give a full 
dose of calomel and jalap, afterwards small doses of calomel every three 
or four hours, and move the bowels if necessary every twenty-four 
hours with Oil or. Oil and Turpentine. To reduce the arterial excite- 
ment the Tr. Yeratrum Yirid. is given until an Intermission or Kemis- 
tion ensues. Then large doses of quinine, to be substituted, and the 
veratrum given again should the fever rise. In all cases not attended 
with fever I believe quinine to be the remedy. 

Local Treatment, — I use a concentrated solution of Argent Nitras, 
applied to the throat with a probang in all bad cases ; afterwards swab 
the throat with a pepper wash — say, vinegar 3^) common salt one tea- 
spoonful, capsicum two teaspoonfulls. The salt and pepper wash 
repoated three or four times a day. 

The above treatment has been uniformly successfuly in my hands, 
and I feel warranted in recommending it to others. 

E. A. Glezen. 



IMiciUfion in the Aoademy of Medicine upon Blood-letting in Inter- 
mittent Fever. 

Bbported by J. A. Thacker, M. D. 

Monday Evening, Nov. 5th, 1860. 

The subject of bleeding in intermittent fever xva^ \>tou^\.\)^^^\^ ^^ 
Aoad^ntf by Dr, S, O. Almy. The position taVeu V^-j \^ft ^q^\«x: ^^% 
ihsttdeeding ia the "hotitaee " would cut ihoit m^ ^%.i^x:jwi\N»' 
24 ^ ^ 
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most cases bringing on the *' sweating stage" in a sliorl time after the 
flow of blood was arrested, and, in nearly all cases, if not quite all, pre- 
venting any recnrrence of the disease. 

This plan of treatment be had adopted in 1820, soon after entering 
the profession. At that time there was in the part of New York, where 
he was then engaged in the practice of medicine, a large amount of 
intermittent. As is uanal with this disease, many of the cases, after 
the paroxysm had been broken up by the nsnal remedies would relapse, 
and, indeed, it not unfrequently seemed impossible to perform a perma- 
nent cure. Although he had imbibed from his preceptor, while a stu- 
dent, very strong prejudice against venesection, yet, noticing the tend- 
ency in the disease to congestion of important organs, he ventured upon 
employing it, and the results were most gratifying. ' Indeed so satis- 
factory was the treatment, that in spite of the great opposition to it he 
received from physicians, medical societies, and newspapers, he con- 
tinued to use it, and he must say, that his experience with it from that 
period until the present time has led him to firmly believe, that, in all 
eases, where the usual medicines have failed it is the remeely. Even in 
subjects in which there was considerable anemia and constitutional 
debility from long continuance of the disease, if tonics, and alteratives 
had been fairly tried without success, he did not think he would hesi- 
tate to use it. 

Dr. A. in illustration of his position read a report of two cases 
that were treated by him aAer many returns of the disease. In both 
cases he bled freely with the happiest result, after which he completed 
the case with quinine and alteratives, several years has now elapsed 
and there has been no return of the disease. [We endeavored to pro- 
cure the D's report of these cases, but he having mislaid the papers, 
we were unable to do so. Reporter] 

Prof. Baker followed Dr. Almy in some remarks. His experience 
he said was corroborative of the statements of Dr. Almy, that bleeding 
in the " hot stages" of intermittent tended to shorten the paroxysm 
very much, and, by relieving the congestion of important organs, pre- 
vent future relapses. He related several cases in which he employed 
the remedy as described, with great advantage; one was the case of a 
young man wherein he opened the temporal artery — there being great 
determination of blood to the head, and that vessel being distended to 
the size of a quill. The paroxysm was almost immediately cut short, 
and, by the subsequent administration of tonics and alteratives a per- 
manent cure was effected. 

He also said that he thought no inconsiderable amount of benefit 
was derived from blood-letting in this disease from the shock it pro- 
duced upon the nervous system. 

Dr. J. B. Smith said that although he had no doubt of the propriety 
of venesection in any individual case that Dr. Almy thought it was 
necessary, yet he would have to dissent from his views in considering 
it a remedial agent that was generally applicable in intermittents. He 
thought that the present state of the advanced knowledge of the path- 
ology of the disease was averse to such theory ; the tendency of blood- 
letting was to produce precisely the same results as the disease itself, 
namelj, to impoverish the blood and d\m\m%\i \.Vl^ ^UaI powers. 
When he was house physician to l^ift ^omTii«t^\«X 'Ao^^V^ ^1 ^\l 
city, the treatment of one of t\ie ViaitVu^ ^>ci^«^\^^«^^ ^ ^v\\i%>QXTi&R!t.x 
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of tlie cases of iDtermittent, of which they had a great maoy, was to 
bleed them freely, and he was free to say that injury instead of benefit 
was the result. 

Dr. Mendenhall coincided mainly in the views of Dr. Smith. He 
thought that although benefit might be derived from blood- letting in 
some cases of intermittent, from its relieving congestion of important 
organs, yet he did not think it generally applicable as a remedy. 

Dr. John Davis stated that he had witnessed decided benefit derived 
from bleeding in both the cold and hot stage, and he had no doubt 
that in many cases it tended much to properly prepare the syptem for 
the administration of anti-periodics. At the time Dr. Stnith was 
house physician to the Commercial Hospital, he was also engaged there 
in the same capacity, and he was very positive that benefit resulted 
from the use of the remedy, in many cases he attended upon. 

Dr. Mcllvaine, in allusion to the progress of medicine — the advance- 
ment of our knowledge of piathology, said that nothing more was 
known of this disease, than there was in the days of Hippocrates. This 
distinguished physician of antiquity described it, as also did Galen and 
others, and what subsequent authors have said concerning it, has been 
but a repitition of the views of these fathers of medicine, and publish- 
ing other men's thoughts in the form of books, he did not consider, 
was adding anything to the profession. 

The present Dean of the Medical College of Ohio, in one of his 
strongest communications against the unnatural and unholy alliance, 
existing between the College and Commercial Hospital, in answer to 
his now present colleague, but then opposer. Dr. James Graham, intro- 
duced his remarks as follows : ** The same old song," So then, Mr. 
President, said he, I think I may adopt this language on the present 
occasion. " The same old song,^^ as we have nothing new in the path- 
ology and treatment in this form of disease, but only in the manner of 
using the remedies. 

In regard to the different localities in which it is found, he said, that 
in this country it prevailed in the north east in latitude as high as 44^, 
and in the north west, as high as 49®. In Ohio it is found not only 
on the banks of the Auglaise, big, and little, and the Blanchard, and 
other tributaries of the Maumee, but also in the eastern and north 
eastern part of the State — on the banks of the Mehican and its tribut- 
aries. It has been found on the Muskingum, on the Miamis as well 
as the Scioto. 

In regard to the treatment, he said, that bleeding both in the hot 
stage, and in the cold stage had their advantages, and both parties had 
a fair record. When we come to analyze the various opinions of the 
practitioners that have seen the most of it, whether from want of accur- 
ate observation, or from following in the traditions of the past, all that 
wo can obtain from them is that the cause is malaria, which simply 
means nothing. It has existed from time immemorial, having existed 
in the days of ancient Greece and Kome, and is still found in the 
Italian territory. It is also found in Algiers, and to this day it exists 
in Palestine on the banks of the sea of Galilee and the Jordan; and it 
is probably the same form of fever of which our Savior healed Peter's 
wife's mother ; for it ia sal'd she arose fort\iwi\.\i «iii^ mtLASX.^^^^ xwiXsi 
l^em. 
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IHicaiiiop m tke Acmdemy ^ Medicine Oo ntime J. 

MoKBAT Evsxnro, Nofember 12. 

This ereniiig the subject of hi edimg in InteriDittenl Feyer wms agmin 
before tbe Acsdemj. ^Dr. Carroll obserred that be did nottbink tbat 
blood-lettiDg waa often useful during tbe cold stage of ague ; but bad 
seen cases wbere tbe pulse was Tibrating and tense duruig tbe cbill 
tbat were much benefitted by tbe loss of blood, and said tbat be bim- 
self bad been frequently mucb benefited by tbis course. He bad often 
obserred cases wbicb bad been greatly benefited by blood letting during 
tbe bot stage. Tbese cases were accompanied with Yiolent reaction, with 
beadacbe, pain in tbe back, etc. He recollected at least two cases in 
wbicb profound coma followed tbe cold stages, witb bard and full pulse 
tbat were immediately relieved of tbis symptom by tbe loss of a con- 
siderable amount of blood, and tbat too before tbe bleedicg ceased. 

Cases of tbis kind, be said, more frequently occnred during tbe first 
settling of tbe ^yuUm country tban now, for wbere extensiye forests 
were deadened or cut off so tbat the sun was let in, and bad full play 
on surfaces that had been long protected from bis rays, the exhalations, 
especially in low and wet situations, were of a kind tbat easily pro- 
duced remitting and intermitting fevers of a severe kind. Tbe con- 
struction of Mill-dams aided very mucb in producing tbese fevers. He 
said, that be had in his younger life seen tracts of country in north 
eastern Ohio« where these fevers bad been unknown until after tbe 
foregoing causes had been put in force. Impenetrable shades seem 
often to be a barrier against these diseases. 

He asked tbe members of the Academy if any of them had observed 
the peculiar characteristics of typhoid fever in low forms of remitting 
fever. He said he had during his residence in Indiana seen cases 
where there was abdominal fullness accompanying this fever in its 
latter stages ; and he had known both then and since cases of a low 
remitting type, in which hemorrhage of the bowels had occnred, tbat 
indicated to him that the eliptical plates were ulcerated ; and he said 
that Professor Gross bad informed him that he had discovered by dis- 
section after death, in subjects who had died of remitting fever, ulcer- 
ated eliptical plates, and other appearances which generally belong to 
typhoid fever. He said, ^' these facts must be of much importance in 
the treatment of this disease, as they point the necessity of great cau- 
tion in the treatment, of low forms of this malady." 

He stated that in some parts of Eastern Ohio, premitting and inter- 
mitting fevers are nearly unknown, unless in the deep ravines. This 
is especially the case in that part of the country lying on and east of 
the dividing ridge between the waters of the Ohio and Muskingum 
rivers — here there were no swamp lands, and all the streams had a rapid 
current. He had known cases occur in that region, in persons, who 
bad visited malarial localities, and that they took place within a few 
weeks or months of the time of exposure. For instance, if an individ- 
ual made his visit during the autumn, he would not be affected until 
the ensuing March. He also said that most of Eastern Pennsylvania 
and of Western Virginia, were equally exempt from these affections 
with tbat part of Ohio mentioned. He said those parts of Pennsyl- 

*77ie remarks of Dr. OarrM) and Dr ThomVon wwe \\rro!\Ai^^\si.irnSa».%Vj ^^mm^ 
geatlemeOf u the Reporter did not hear tbem. 



1860. DUeuiiidh in the Academy of Medicine. 373 

Tania lying ih tlie Nortli Western corner of tlie State, were, lie supposed 
oocflsionally visited by these fevers, owing to the lowness, or flatness 
of the country. He knew that the approximate part of Ohio lying in 
the Western Keserve, and for a short distance south, iVom here, the' 
country was oflen flat ^nd the head waters of the creeks were apt to 
have slow currents. 

He said that after living in Indiana, he settled on account of his 
health, in that part of Ohio which he had just mentioned ; and found 
that the fevers most common there, were those of the continued and 
typhoid types; and said that they lasted from two weeks to three 
months. It was, he said, common many years ago, and be feared in 
some places now, to call these fevers bilious ; but that he had early seen 
that this was not the case. Owing to these opinions which physicians 
often had, attempts were made to break them, as they called it, as soon 
as possible, without knowing that this was in a great measure impos* 
sible. It was, to his knowledge, common to purge, and if hemorrhage 
of the bowels occurred to purge still, not considering, or knowing;, that 
this hemorrhage was caused by ulcerations in the line of the aliment* 
ary canal, yet they purged, though a most fatal course. He said that 
if he had ever been useful as a physician, it was in opposing this prac- 
tice ; and in insisting on a method of treatment calculated to relieve 
local symptoms rather than to attempt to cut short the disease. 

Dr. Carroll brought up the question of locMity^ upon which remarks 
were made by several gentlemen — the note of which is lost — some how- 
ever, took the position that it knew no bounds, appearing in the valleys 
and upon the mountain top ; — others thought it was enterely unknown 
in certain countries and localites. 

Br. W. P. Thornton said that his observation and experience bad- 
satisfied him that a luxurient vegetation had nothing to do with the 
production of intermittent fever, and that he did not believe in the 
doctrine of miasma produced by vegetable decomposition. He had not 
met with or heard of the disease in the valley of the Nile, which pro- 
duced the most abundant and luxuriant vegetation in the world. In 
Syria he had not met with a single case on the high and dry ridges, but 
in the narrow streets of Tiberias, on ^the little sea of Galilee, near the 
site of the ancient Capernium where there is no drainage, ho met with 
many cases of regular intermittent fever. In Nabulus near ancient Sama- 
ria, and even in Jerusalem he saw many cases. In these cities the streets 
are but another name for gutters filled with impure and stagnant water. 

He said he was satisfied for the production of intermittent fever, just- 
two things were necessary, viz. stagnant water, and a hot sun. The 
State of Ohio now produces a much more abundant vegetation than 
forty years ago, but intermittents were every year becoming much less 
frecj^aent, and to cause their complete disappearance we only wanted a 
first rate system of drainage. 

Dr. Comegys, thinks that it is confined to a certain range, — that mud 
water and a hot sun is not necessary to the propagation of the disease, 
knows of no cases occurring in the centre of the city, unless it was 
some imported case ; he has known many such ; no sporadic cases 
only in low wet places. 

Dr. W. P. Thornton thinks the reason W6 have but little here U \i^^ 
oause the mud and water is removed ear\y Y)y out ^'j^X^m ^1 ^x^^^iji 
Mnd eleuaiDg, 
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Prof. B. Spencer repudiated the theory of malaria, amd said be be*- 
lieyed that form' of disease depended npoa the character of the soil, and 
the conseqaent range of the thermometer. He had ohsenred that the 
sand or sand and gravel soils were more obnoxious to hiKons affections 
than elaj lands. He had placed a thermometer in the hands of an intel- 
ligent farmer who lived on an undulating plain of dry- sand, but who 
had, nevertheless, suffered much, in family and person, with ague ; he 
was requested to make its range at sun rise and sun set ; this he did with 
great fidelity, as he believed, for some weeks, commencing in August and 
running far into September. The farmer reported and Dr. S ■ ■ , was 
astonished at the great range of tbe mercury, 40^ and 45^ were com- 
mon in the morning figures, and 90° to 95° as common in the evening. 
The farmer accompanied his report with some remarks, so unique, that 
he requestedjpermission to report them. He said, '' his boys could not 
go barefooted to the pasture in the evening, with the horses, hecauu 
the sand was so hot, and they could not go after them in morning with- 
out shoes, because the sand was so cold^ 

During the time these observations were being made on sandy soil, 
Prof. Spencer said he had like observations made on clay soil ; when it 
was found that the mercury stood at 60^ to 65^ in the morning and 80^ 
to 85^ in the evening. These observations, he said, cleared up the mal- 
arious theory in his mind. 

Dr. James Webb would oppose that theory, his uncle had built a 
house upon a hill where there was no sand, nothing but clay, and there 
also they have had genuine Intermittent fever. 

Dr. Ilichardson thinks it does not depend upon stagnant water, and 
has treated cases in the centre of the city. He is satisfied Dr. Carroll 
is mistaken in regard to localities. If the disease depends on stagnant 
water, etc., — we should have it in hot weather only ; why is it that we- 
have in certain localities, the regular well marked case and none such 
in the centre of the city ? 

Dr. Mcllvaine observed that locality had no effect in producing this 
disease, he had experienced in this own person ; and from making 
enquiry and comparison with others, he found his case not to be an 
isolated one. He had learned from those who had served as physicians 
to ships, and from passengers, that had crossed the Atlantic, who had 
formerly been the subjects of intermittent fever, that the moment they 
were taken seasick the train of symptoms would return^ and continue 
durinp; the voyage or even longer. Two cases of this kind, he had 
mot himself in August, 1859, and learned it from their own mouths ; 
one of them observed that his old friend of the prairie had visited him 
that morning, and he expected would be his concomitant until he 
returned to New York. 

Tho Doctor said he could not assent to all that had been said by 
those who preceded him, as to the cause of the disease — medical science 
has not yet demonstrated it. It is therefore an open question, and we 
must keep on observing, and studying till we acquire that desirable 
end ; he was a believer in the philosophy of the nineteenth century, 
which teaches that we only know what is. ^ 

It has been shown here to- night, that it prevails in the valleys and 
upon the hills — on clay formations, as well as sand— remote from the 
rivers ^a well as on their margins. It has been stated by gentlemen 
here, tbathe yenerablo Dr. Drake, \ia4 ?o\xu4 «k ^q\xi\i -^V^ix^ \x <»%s6»&.v. 
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but he was dependent for thiff information on persona who were by no 
means as intelligent as he was himself — they had not been aocustomed 
to that close observation to which he had trained himself. I am second 
to no one in this community in my reverence and admiration of my old 
preceptor, Daniel Drake. I would not even yield to our friend Dr. 
Dodge, DOW present, who labored for years with Dr. Drake, and others 
of us, to break up that unjust monopoly, and unholy alliance, tha^ 
exists between the Medical College of Ohio, and the Commercial Hos- 
pital. I say notwithstanding all my devotion and respect for the late 
jrrofessor, that portion of his work, which depended not upon himself, 
but on the observations of others, and who were loose observers at 
that, I must be pardoned for receiving with caution. 

He said he would remark in respect to the treatment, that from his 
own experience here, and from his observations elsewhere, not only in 
the hot stage, but in many instances in the cold stage, depletion was 
indicated, either general or local. Here he gave instances in the vic- 
inity of this city that he had treated, producing a radical cure. 

The Dr. observed, " Mr. President, I do not wish to be understood 
as relying wholly upon this, as the only , remedial agent — but only as 
an ally.^ If constipation existed, a circumstance almost universally* 
present in my experience, it is, of course removed. After that, tonics 
were resorted to, and continued even to a period, beyond what is usually 
recommended." 

In relation to constipation, he would remark, that that symptom watf 
not peculiar to this latitude ; he had also observed it in the Charity 
Hospital, Paris. There it was invariably present. 

In that institution in 1858, there was an unusual number suffering 
with intermittent. Many of them had belonged to the army, and had 
been in Algiers, some in Rome, and consequently might be considered 
as chronic. In those cases, the treatment there was by evacuating the 
bowels by injections, then following up with quinine ip large doses ; 
and in the most stubborn cases, to deplete by cupping over the region 
of the spleen, which I never saw fail to produce a radical cure. Many 
of them after weeks and months would return, and report that, not- 
withstanding great exposure, they had never had any indication of its 
return. This is the treatment of the ward St. Ferdinand, in the 

Charity. 

■ ♦ . ■ ■ . 

Treatment of Menorrhagia. 

Sir, — Will any of your numerous readers inform me of the best treat- 
ment for immoderate flow of blood at the menstrual period? The 
disease I allude to is of very frequent occurrence, and gives rise to all 
the symptoms of anaemia. Theoretically one would suppose that small 
doses of ergot of rye during the flow, conjoined with rest and steel 
and quinine in the ^interval, interval, would be of service; but I have 
found this treatment fail entirely in many cases, and I shall there- 
fore 3ee\ most grateful for any hints on the best mode of checking 
a disposition on the part of the uterus to lose too much blood at the 
menstrual period, depending, I presume, partly on the state of the blood 
itself, and party on atony of muscular fibre. 

Your obedient servant, O^wi^'tWK^V 

Lerns, Sussex, Sept 1660 



.\ 
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Triathxnt or Mskorrhagia 

Sir, — ^If mj experience in the trettment of the abore will be of any 
aerrice to your correspondent, ''Obstetricua/' who aaka adyice upon 
that point, he is quite welcome to it. 

I hare attended in my practice number of cases of the sort, acme mOd 
and some severe. One oase I recollect well was a young lady at Skeiton, 
in Yorkshire, aged nineteen, single, which gave me very great trouble ; 
but at last, by continued perseverance, I controlled the discharge, and 
ultimately made cure. I need not name all the remedies which I tried. 
Suffice it to say that the drug which did all waa gallie acid, in five-grain 
doses three times a day. Under this treatment I do not remember one 
case having failed. It is only just to the gentleman by whom I first saw 
this drug administered to mention his name, as I was then his visiting 
assistant for three years. It was W. Braithwaite, Esq., Editor of the 
Betrospect of Medicine," at Leeds. I remain yours truly, 

Georqx Sslwtn Morris. M. B. C. S. 

Tottenham, October, 1860. 

Sir, — In reply to your Lewes correspondent •'Obstetricus," I think 
if he will have recourse to the gallic acid, in five-grain doses three times 
a day, during the menstrual flow, conjoined with perfect rest in the hori- 
sontal position, and administer small doses of extract of nux vomica, 
strychnine, or quinine with hydrochloric acid, between the periods, for 
the better improving the muscular tone of the uterus, he will be grat- 
ified to see its salutary effect and his patient's marked improvement 
under this plan of treatment, if properly and carefully carried out^ I 
shall be pleased to hear that it has proved as successful in his handa as 
it has in mine for some years past. 

I remain. Sir, your obedient servant, 

RoBT. B. NiwHOUSE, M. R C. S- 

Brimingham, October, 1860. [^London Lancet, 



Tannin as an Antidote to Striehnia and Varcotic Initanta. 

[Dr. Patze, of this city, referring to a short article, published in the 
Reporter^ a few weeks since, writes to us as follows :] 

Messrs. Editors : 

The recommendation of tannic acid, as the surest antidote in poison- 
ing with narcotic alkaloids (morphia, etc.) by Foulmouch and Meurer, 
induced Ludicke to use it in poisoning with strychnia, and with eminent 
success. Allow me to add a few cases to those already on record. 

While practising in New York, I was called to see a little boy four 
to five years of age. I found him in a peculiar state of excitement, 
his cheeks suffused with a circumscribed redness, his eyes unusually 
bright, reddened, and moving in a staring manner ; now jumping from 
his couch, as for a pursuit, then cowardly crawling under his coverings ; 
the skin dry, moderately warm, pulse somewhat accelerated, but slower 
than might be expected, considering his general excitement. He had 
very vivid delirium, talking of his horses, dogs, as if he were in hot 
purMuit or running away from them. With some difficulty it was asoer- 
tuiaed that he had eaten stTamomum Beeda. N9V^i ^^\^ l^yaL<i);ik\a>&ss^\ 
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to tke head, and two grains of tannin at a dose, repeated every half 
hoar, or hour, he recovered very rapidly. 

Some years ago, at Stettin, in Prussia, I was called to see a little girl 
between three and four years of age, whom I. found in a very alarming 
condition ; the face red, foaming at the mouth, stertorous breathing, 
yiolcnt convulsions, incessant ^/era/ motions of the spine ; pulse rather 
slow and full. It was soon ascertained that the ohild had been eating 
freely of the berries of solanum n>'grum. An injection of water and 
vinegar was at once given, and tannin administered internally in two 
grain doses. The effect of this was surprising. The next morning the 
ohild waa out of danger, and a few days later, under derivatory treat* 
meat oa the intestinal. canal, she was perfectly restored. 

Permit me here to call attention to the peculiar effect which acrid 
narcotic poisons seem to have upon the motary spinal nerves, producing 
a snake-like movement of the body. In a case of poisoning by belladonna,' 
which I witnessed, this winding motion of the body was extremely well 
marked, presenting a horrid spectacle. The same movements were 
present, though not in so violent a degree^ in the c^ses above related. 

[^Medical and Surgical Reporter, A. Patze. 



Gilman's Treatment of In-Growing Nail. 
Br Henry M. Clarkson, M. D., Wateree, Richland Dist., S. C. 

Mrs. S., a young married lady, applied to me on the 12th of March 
last, to be treated for an in-growing of the nail of the great toe. 

She had not been able to wear the softest shoe for many months, or 
bear the slightest touch of the finger upon the parts adjacent to the 
sore. This was on the inner side of the nail, near the root, discharg- 
ing pus, and surrounded by great inflammation. 

Unwilling to subject one of so delicate a constitution and so nervous 
a temperament to the painful applicatien of nitrate of silver, or to the 
severe operation of extracting the nail, I resorted to the plan recom- 
mended by Dr. N. Gilman, of Hatfield, Mass., (Boston Med. and Surg. 
Jour., Dec, 29, 1859.) 

Having held a small piece of tallow in a spoon over the flame of a 
lamp, until it melted and became very hot, I dropped two or three drops 
of it upon the seat of the granulations, and directed the patient not to 
attempt to put on her shoe until a cure was accomplished. After this 
visit I did not see her for several days, when I was gratified to find the 
granulations gone, and the pain and tenderness effectually relieved. 
Faring away the exposed edge of the nail, in ten days later she was 
walking about, wearing her shoe with comfort ; and at the present time, 
(six months since), there appears not to be the slightest probability of 
a retnrn of the complaint. 

When it is recollected, how frequently surgeons pronounce the 
operation of extracting the nail one of the most excrutiating in practice, 
neceasitating the use of anaesthetics, and that cauterization by nitrate 
of silver is always dreaded, it is to be hoped that others will substitute 
for such barbarous treatment this simple method of Dr. Gilmaw.^ ^:^ 
one suitable for self-application, quick in giving i^Y\^^^ %^i«^\?QA\. v^ 
minng, Without pain, and hat, thougti not \east, c5l\>V\«AivTi« Wi^ tSs^NA. 
ratordBg to chloroform. — Msdical and Surgical Reporter^ 
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M. Jobsrt's MiTHOi^ of ^tbeatiko Striotori. — The fVttiife 
ealt of the 11th ult. oontains a olinioal aeoount of .M, Robert de I^alftii 
balle's practice, at the Hotel Diea of Paris, ^n the treatment of atriet- 
nre. The Freooh sargeon's opiaions are rather sweepiog, as he coa« 
demns pretty well every mode of treatment save his eiwn, whieh ii 
described as follows: — Take an emplastio bongie',- tad softon the 
extremity at the flame of a lamp; theti incorporate more hit less alntt 
with it, according to the effect you wish to produoe, tfbd gently fttrry 
down the instmment to the seat of the striotnre. Theta leave it a 
quarter of an hour. After two or three ap|>iioation8r (the intertals aiet 
not mentioned)) inflammation of the muoons membrane attd disehiu^ 
follow ; the canal becomes disgorged by this transitory oaterrh, and a 
bougie with an olive-shaped extremity passes easily* The ease qnoted 
in support is in nowise oonolasive, and we must submit that the alntf 
incorporation does not seem to us to present any advantages — ^rathei 
the contrary. This praetice of M. Jobert somewhat resemblea the new 
mode of treating gleet in Paris, alluded to by our own correspondent!; 
but practictioners will probably require good proof that these methpd( . 
are really efficacious, and that they produce no mischief, before^hey 
have recourse to them. 



A QdAOK DooTOR IN Troubli. — At the Pndley County Court on the 
25th ultimo, an action was l^rought by a laborer named Sampson Skin- 
ner, and his wife, to recover the sum of £10 from a person who styles 
himself " Dr. Miller." It was stated that, on the Zlst of June last, 
the plain ti£f and his wife went to the herbal establish aye nt of *' D'f . Mil* 
ler,'* in Dudleyy and asked for a pennyworth of Epsom salts. ' Mrs. 
Miller in the absence of her husband, gaVe plaintiff a packet. Upon 
reaching home, Mrs. Skinner dissolved the substance m some water, 
and proceeded to take it. Remarking a strange taste about it, she 
asked her husband to taste it also, which he did, and was immediately 
seized with vomitiog. As he had only taken a small quantity, the 
effect was not very aeVere His wife, however, was taken seriously i)V 
A surgeon had to be sent for, and for some time her life was in danger. 
The substance given for Epsom salts was found to be sulphi&te of aiqC| 
a deadly poison when taken in large doses. His Honor at oncre gave a 
verdict for the full amount claimed, commenting severely at the earner 
time upon the conduct of Miller in leaving such poiS^one.Vfithiil'tliA. 
reach of persons ignorant of their deadly effects^ 



Hunter Memorial. 
By a vote of the American Medical Assooiation, pasted at its ktl 
meeting at New Haven, a Committee of one from each State represeatedi 
were chosen to fulfil the object of the following resolution. 

Hefolvedf That it be recommended to the diffarent StateSi to ooUeflt 

subscriptions of not more than one dollar each from, -every regularly 

educated physician, to aid in the erection of a Monument, about to he 

placed in Westminister A\)bey,to iVi^ memory of John Hunter. Ad 

monies collocted to \)e &)i^ai&^&> \aC^« ^w>vml ^ W.G«nMllae 

hereby appointed. •'" "^ ■ - ;.>.. a 
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The subscriber was ebosen for the State of Ohio, and to give the 
aul^eot general publicity has requested the Editors of the different 
Medical Journals in this State to publish this notice. 

Each regularly educated Physician of this State who admires the 
towering genius and indefatigable labors of Mr. Hunter is respectfully 
solicited to forwrd by mailto me, one dollar with their name and resi- 
dence legibly written with good ink, before the first of March, 1861, 
The autograph names of all doners will be arranged in a suitable vol- 
ume to be deposited in the Library of the Hunterian Museum in Lon- 
don. In order to carry out more fully the preceding resolutiou, the 
Editors of Medical Journals, Secretaries of County or local Medical 
Societies, and other medical gentlemen in various parts of the State, 
who have been furnished with circulars, are authorized to receive the 
donation of one dollar^ from each subscriber, with autograph names, 
and transmit the same to me before the first of March, 1861. It is to 
be hoped, that the Profession will maintain, by a general subscription 
to this worthy object, the elevated position the Slate of Ohio occupies 
IB our confederacy. A correct list of donors will be found on the Sec- 
retaries table, at the next annual meeting of the State Medical Society 
of the State of Ohio. 

Mount Vernon, Ohio, Nov. 30, 1860. John W. Russell. 



EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 



Bead The Following. 

Our Journal. — This number of the News completes the volume 
for 1860, ana satisfies us that, notwithstanding, the various duties we 
are compelled to perform, we can keep the work in motion ; therefore, 
it may be looked for regularly in future, by those who favor us with 
the dollar. It is exceedingly unpleasant to dun a gentleman for the 
small sum of one dollar ; but when those who read the News look at 
the aggregate, they will come to the conclusion,- that small as the sum is 
to each individual, if two thousand^ (its present circulation) should 
remit promptly, it would make, in our hands a large sum. Will not 
our friends, then pay us at once and make us feel that we are kindly 
remembered by those for whom we delight to labor. 

It will be remembered that when the January number was issued 
and sent to the profession, a request was made, asking those who 
did not intend to take the News for one year and pay for it, to send it 
back ; that if they did not they would be considered subscribers, there- 
fore, we have continued to send to all who failed to return it, and hold 
ihem responsible for the years subscription. It is, at this time, our 
intontion to do the same in January, 1861, and in no cq.'&q ^vW "^^ 4\v 
oontinue it till the end of the year, linleBft "{^totCL^VX^ x^Voxxi^^ ^^"^ 
MirmurMgei paid todate. 



880 £diiariat DeparimmiL Decemb% 

We hare become satisfied, that as soob as a Jonmal lias giyeii erid- 
•nee of vitalitj, it sboold be paid for in adTanee ; this is aa necessaij 
to its growth and asefnlness as nntriment is to the jovng and yigorom 
plant; we intend, therefore, to make a change in our tenns as follows; 
One dollar per year when paid in adrance, one dollar iwemfy-five oea/s at 
the end of three mmuhsj and one dollar Jiffy cents, at the end of rs 
monih». We assure our frieads it will afford ns more pleasure to reeeive 
iJie dollar, than either of the other snms, and that it will enable ns to 
devote more time and attention to their interests. We «re satisfied 
the patrons will not neglect as in fnture ; it must be eyident to all that 
the enterprise is not a money making one, and that thej can make it i 
money looting one. 



Crowded out. — A notice of some of ovr exchanges thathaye noi eoBt 
to hand ; also an enquiry into the propriety of authors or ^i/tsAMf : 
placing in the hands of Editors, Medical Books to be sold to Aar 
subtcribers only, at three dollars fifty cents, when the sane books eost 
five (dollars at our book stores. 



That Knife. — ^' What knife ? the one now in our pocket ; it is the 
best for the price, that ever went there, — went where ? why into our 
pocket of course. Rickey, Mailory & Co. 73 West Fourth street, at 
their large book establishment, have for sale, the best assortment of 
pocket knives we have ever examined. Call and see them. 



The Gold Pen. — We know of nothing more annoying, when in a 
hurry, and anxious to write a note or letter in a neat style, than to find 
our pen out of order; to obviate this difficulty we obtained one of 
Bickey, Mailory, & Go's., gold \pensy which renders our task in the writ- 
ing line, an exceedingly pleasant one; these pens are wmrranied by the 
proprietors at No. 73 West Fourth streets. 



Rickey, Mallory and Company's Catalogue Raisonne. — A gen- 
eral and classified list of the most important works in nearly erery de* 
partment of Literature and Science, published in the United States and 
England, with a Biblical Introduction. This is admitted, by all 
parties, to be one of the best arranged and most complete catalogues 
ever offered the public, and every man who may desire to purchase a 
bill of books should have one ; it contains 259 pages. 



Erata. — The quotation marks %l i\iQ \aafe i^^xK^V^t ^ol Law- 
5oa'5 ad Jress should have been omittftd. 
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CELLANEOUS CONTEIBUTIONS AND SELECTIONS. 



For the Medieal and Surgicd News. 

Siphfheria. 

The subject of Diphtheria seems daring the last twelve months to 
hftve attracted the close attention of medical men, in every part of 
Europe and America. 

Almost every Journal^ from whatever source, to which I find access, 
oontains one or more articles, expressing different gentlemen's views 
with reference to the nature, cause and proper treatment of, this most 
intensely fearful disease. 

And it is a matter of deep interest to note, the manifest want of 
agreement, in opinions held, by different practioners, of equal claims 
upon our respect as to their medical acumen. 

The late discussion of this subject ia the Academy of Medicine at 
Oinoinnati, as reported in Medical News by Br. Thacker, does Bot in 
the least, clear away those discrepancies. 

Out of the eight or ten gentlemen who engaged in that discussion, 
and who seemed to be guided by actual observation of cases occuring 
in their own practice, scarcely any two could agree in any one thing, 
except, that it was proper to administer chlorate of potash in the treatment 
of the disease. The marked differences of opinion are the more remarkable 
when it is remembered that all their cases occurred in the same city, 
doubtless nnder great similarity of influences. One considers it identical 
with scarlatina, another denies it; one considers it contagious, others 
tieride the idea; one depletes freely, others stimulate; one uses mercuri- 
als, others repudiate them; — but mostagree, that chlorate of potash is a 
good remedy. 

Now I am forced to the conclusion that all are not correct in their 
Tiews, and that a disease which so uniformly presents evidences of 
deeply depraved blood, as I am satisfied this disease does, can not be 
properly treated by such directly opposite courses of medication. 

I haye neither time nor disposition now, to entet \\i^ ^v&y^\^ ^^^^ 
MS to its contagiouaneBS, or identity wiili scaiWmK. fexiX* V'O^ wa.^'^ 
jOTiari:, *Aa^, after Laving carefully studied tt» \v\atorj %.Tiii y^^y^^^^^^ 
orer 250 eaaea which have occurred in my oun -pxaaXi^^f ^^ijKvtL ^^ «*^ 
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two years, I can see no reason for changing my views as to its nature 
and treatment, from those expressed in an article which I contributed to 
the Ohio Medical and Surgical Journal, and was published in the Jan- 
uary number, 1859, to which reference may be had by those who feel 
disposed. I will here assert, that, in my humble judgement, any one 
who will at the very outset of the attack, administer full doses (3 to 6 
grs. to children 3 to 6 years old) of sulph. quinine, and continue its 
use, in connection with chlorate of potash, and apply nit. silver in 
solid stick locally, avoiding mercurials in any quantity, or form, 
catharticising as little as possible, will find such success, attending his 
treatment, as will lead him, if he had had doubts as to the nature and 
pathology of the disease, to settled and satisfactory conclusions. 

In many cases, I deem it better to use nitric acid in connection with 
the quinine treatment, than chlorate potash. 

Respectfully, 
Hopewell, 0., Oct. 29, 1860. Thaddeus A. Rsaht, M. D. 

. • -4/ 

[Two reasons prompt us to publish the following, taken from the 
Medical and Surgical Journal of January, 1859. First Dr.Reamy calls 
attention to it in the prcceeding communication ; and secondly, we 
have received, within the last month, several letters of enquiry in ref- 
erence to the treatment of diphtheria, and its patological signs, there- 
fore, we feel satisfied that we cannot do belter than to lay before oiix 
readers the opinions of others. 

Epidemic Diphtheritis, and jits Treatment. 

Bead before the Hebron Medical Society. By Thaddsus A. Beamt, 

M. D., Hopewell, Ohio. 

In attempting a brief discuseion of the subject announced, and 
presenting a meagre history of the disease as it has prevailed in this 
vicinity during the last year, and still prevails to a limited extent; I 
feel no small degree of diffidence, growing out of the fact, that, I am 
compelled from careful observations made during the treatment of moie 
than one hundred cases, to differ slightly as to the nature, and vevy 
mater laf It/ 8LS to the proper constitutional treatment of diphtheritis from 
the very eminent opinions of Prof's. Wood and Meigs and other stand- 
ard authors. 

I presume there are but few attentive atudents of progressive med- 
icine, but have been dcli<rhted and had their stock of professional 
knowledge very much improved by having the benefits of the experience 
and opinions of their medical brethren on both sides of the Atlantic 
through the efficient facilities of the many ably conducted journals to 
which all may have access. 

It must also have been noticed, however, that during the last few 
years, an unhealthy ambition to be the author of something new, has 
very considerably modified the productions, even of good men. 

Having my attention at present particularly directed to this existing 
evilf I shall, as far as posiblc, avoid \\. inVYA^ ^^^ct. Q^ ^v>m\%»^^\<s.%il. 
tiot expect complete immunity horn vVit^t, 'HRYiicVi^ ^o^xVv^^ ^«5«^\\.^ 'Obsm. 
vigilance, inflaences older tmd maei \x%:i4tt* 
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In the montli of Febuary last, (1853,) I was called upon to risit, in 
conBultation with Dr. McCray, of Gratiot, Ohio, a little girl of four 

years, daughter of Mr. S , residing in the above named village. 

jOr. MoC informed me that he had been treating the case 8 or 10 

days ; there had from the first been soreness of the throat, attended 
with slight febrile symptoms. During the last 24 hours, there had been 
hoarseness, with great difficulty of breathing. Several deaths had 
occurred in the village in the past three months, and that he regarded 
the disease as a marked form of Scarlatina. Had in the csFe before 
ns, used mercurial cathartics, astringent gargles, and anodyne liniment 
externally. 

Condition of patient at the time : pulse 140, feeble ; surface of trunk 
ordinary; extremities cool ; breathing very difficult; croupy cough; 
complete aphonia; examination of fauces revealed a deposition of 
peculiar membrane completely covering tonsils, uvula, palatine arches, 
and extending as far down into the pharynx and larynx as I could 
possibly see by depressing the tongue with the handle of a heavy spoon. 
Parotid and sub-maxilary glands much enlarged. I unhesitatingly 
pronounced it a case of diphtberitis, and gave an unfavorable prog- 
nosis. Prescription. — Nit. Argt, grs, 40, Aqua, 3j» to be applied 
freely as far down the larynx as possible, by means of probang. After 
which an emetic of Ipecac and Ant. Tart. After free emesis was pro- 
duced, another application of sol. Nit. Argt. — this latter to be repeated 
3 times daily. Internally Hyrd. Sub. Mur. grij every 2 hours. Lin- 
iment composed of olive oil^ camph. gum and aqua ammonia externally ; 
simpisms to extremities. 

Second day. — No better; treatment continued. Third day — worse, 
almost suffocated ; patechise about the shoulders and neck ; dark yel- 
low echymosed spots on lower extremities. Ordered another emetic ; 
patient threw up a false membrane over an inch in length, being a 
perfect tube moulded by the trachea, having considerable firmness and 
remains perfect at this writing ; it was exhibited to the society. After 
this, breathing somewhat easier; ordered stimulants. Fourth day died. 
Saw, within next 5 weeks, two other cases in consultation with Dr. 

McC , and 3 cases of my own. Similar treatment was instituted, 

and similar results followed. They all died in from 5 to 10 days after 
the attack. In two of these cases, treatment was commenced when the 
false membrane was limited to the tonsils and about half the space 
between the platine arches. In them the emetic was omitted. An 
obvious and rapid tendency of the membrane to pass into the larynx 
led me diligently to employ the mercurial, under the impression that, 
more than all other remedies combined, this had the power of prevent- 
ing the promotion of the membrane. In this belief I was sanguine, 
partly from the statements of Wood, Meigs and others ; but, unfor- 
tunately, the results did not serve to strengthen my faith — nearly every 
Satient died of asphyxia, produced evidently from extension of the 
Jse membrane into the trachea and bronchial tubes. 
Within 10 days after the death of last named cases, I was called to 
see a boy of 3 years, son of Mrs. F., of Gratiot, and brother to last 
patient lost. Pulse 140, feeble ; tongue 8lig1[it\"j tui^^^^^Y^^ ^^x^- 
led; fnaees aad tonaila covered with a vrhitiah "jeWo^ \oQW\i% xawov.- 
brane; removed a portion of it with eome 4\mcu\\.^ ^\>^ xsi^vci^ ^1 %» 
grooved director ; zhucoos membrane beneatb. eu\ite^>B\>A.^wi "^^^ ^^^ 
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glouy. There were also ievcral dark greenish echyttiosed spots on the 
lower extremities below the knee. Urine turned litimni* paper, after 
being reduced by acid, deep blue. Applied in axilla aiForded same 
result — in stools which were fluid, the same condition; an ftlkaline 
eondition of all the secretions. Prescription. — ArgL Nil. in solid 
stick, fastened in the end of a goose quill by means of a thread (whidi 
is much safer than the port caustic,) applied effectually as far down ai^ 
the membrane could be reached ; followed by an emetic of Ipecac and 
Ant. Tart; Alum 3i, Aqua 3 viij, to be used 4 to 6 times doily by cot- 
ton swab. Internally Quinine 8ulph., gr. iij ; Acid Nitrie Dilute, qtt. 
ix to xij ; Aqua Font, gas. every 4 hours. After 6 or 7 doses had beeh 
given ; the acid to be administered but 3 times daily, and quinine to be 
repeated every 3 hours. Second day. — Pulse 135 ; not quite so feeble; 
no other improvement; treatment continued. Third day — no change; 
treatment continued. Fourth day— membrane disappeared, except two 
or three small patches at upper part of pharanx, and some little on each 
tonsil; no other improvement; treatment continued. Fifth day—* 
much better; alum-water continued, but Argt. Nit. discontinued. 
Sixth day — dismissed. The Argt. Nit. was in this case applied by my- 
self each morning. 

Within four weeks from this time I treated some 24 oases in the same 
neighborhood, in same way. Chlorate potash was used as a wash, or 
gargle, (owing to age,) when the secretions from the fauces or nose were 
very offensive. Every case recovered. Treatment was commenced in 
these cases before the membrane had entered the trachea ; although in 
several cases it was very rapidly tending in that direction. 

In the month of June last the disease appeared again in the family 

of Mr. B , who resided one mile west of my village (Mt. Sterlingi) 

and two and a half miles east of Gratiot. First was a daugbter of 15 
summers, an exceedingly intelligent and interesting young lady ; and 
so insidious was its march, that when I first called, the pellicular mem- 
brane had reached the trachea and bronchia ; the tonsils were gangre- 
nous; offensive sanies from nose ; patechiae about the neck and on the 
extremities ; pulse one hundred and forty^four, very feeble. Prescribed 
Nit. Silver as before. Most powerful stimulants failed to rally the 
failing energies of life. Epistaxis occurred on the third day, and when 
the nostrils were plugged she bled at the gums and lips. She died of 
exhaustion. 

Notwithstanding I cautioned the parents to carefully watch the 
remaining five children, and report to me the earliest indications of the 
approach of the disease, they allowed a little boy of five years to get 
in the very last stages of the disease before they detected it. When I 
first saw him he had all the symptoms of membranous croup. After 
treatment was commenced, he improved apparently, but in a few days 
died when we were not expecting it. I tried the mercurial treatment in 
bis case. The four other children all suffered from the disease ; in this 
family the adynamic condition and malignant tendency of the disease 
was greater than in any others I have seen, owing, perhaps, to what I 
think is plainly evident among all these children — the scrofulous diathe- 
BIB. One of them, a little boy, w«s under treatm^utfour weeks. Treai- 
jQ26ii£ same as before given-— Ar|^t. "Sit*^ «bVam^iA.«t^ c^yelv^^ ^tA'^SJ^k 

moid. All recorered. , ^ -w x ^aaxx. 

The diBewe apread rapidly, lu ^^e it^*V% n^w^i c.«Vt«.^x^^\^^ 
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Ten in a territory of two miles square were attacked ; many of them 
were very bad ; all, howeyer, were put under treatment before the 
membrane had encroached upon the trachea, as I had by this time suoi» 
ceeded in arousing the parents to the importance of watching the 
throats of their children daily. My partner, Dr. C. H. Evans and 
myself, treated all the cases that occurred in the aboTo named locality. 
Tne aboye specified treatment was instituted in every case, sulphate of 
magnesia being used invariably as a cathartic, and occasionally, where 
there was evident hepatic derangement, and the disease had not advan« 
oed too far, wo prescribed a mercurial. Every case, except those I have 
speoified, recovered. 

From this epidemic I was enabled to make the following statistics : 
Whole number of cases treated, 120 ; deaths, (excluding consultation 
oaaes), 6 ; average age, 5 years ; boys, 72 ; girls, 43 ; average duration 
of disease after treatment was commenced, 8 days. 

Teats were instituted in many of the above cases, and, with but two 
exceptions, the secretions were all decidedly alkaline. There is in this 
disease evidently great depravity of the blood, and I am well satisfied 
that the disease, or the poisoo that feeds it, rapidly increases that de** 
pravity ; for in these cases where there seemed to be some force and 
fullness of the pulse, some strength of system early in the disease, but 
a few days were sufficient to bring on adynamic symptoms, unless con- 
trolled by treatment 

I regard tonics and acids internally, and nitrate of silver locally, as 
the only remedies from which we may expect real benefit. These, if 
timely employed, will most always prove successful. Sulphate of qui* 
nine exerts almost a specific influence over the disease, and should be 
resorted to at once, irrespective of existing fever. There is depression 
of the nervous system from the very commencement, and no doubt the 
apparent force of the pulse and tone of system often present at the 
beginning, is due to an attempt on the part of the organism to resist or 
throw off the poison ; and thus tonics, instead of increasing fever, as 
under other circumstances, will reduce it, whereas depletion, or reme- 
dies intended to reduce inflammatory action by acting on the fibrin of 
the blood, increase the very symptoms they are intended to allay, and 
assist the disease in destroying the patient. I am thoroughly convin- 
ced that calomel in an^form, at any stage of the disease, is very preju- 
dioial. In the few cases where I have administered this drug to arouse 
the liver to action, it seemed to aggravate the local disease ; and in the 
first cases named in this paper, I am satisfied its use hurried the fatal 
issue, although I have no doubt they would have died without its use. 
As intimated at the outset, I am fully awsre that this view is in pos- 
itive violation of the doctrines of eminent authority, yet I am led to 
the conclusions named. I have knowledge of several other physicians 
who have prescribed calomel largely in this disease, and they have 
been uniformly unsuccessful. 

I do not believe that the blood is overcharged with an excess of 
fibrin or coagulated lymph, and needs unloading by the action of mer- 
cury. But I believe the blood is disorganized, and, in many instances, 
excessively alkaline, and that the pellicular membrane^ \tv \£^ ^^>Ql^^<^^^% 
well BB in other pMTta of the body, perhaps, is t\ie ie«\i\\i oi >Xi^^» ^^.%- 
arimnuMtion ; hence the use of acids and tonioB. 
Tb0 diBeaae is evidently oontageous. I need, fki.^ \)x:l\»>Jl\.V\a ^s^ ^*^ 
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diagnosis. Every physician is perfectly acquainted with this subject 
The most marked peculiarities are, the insidious approach, yery little 
soreness until the false membrane begins to form, and the possibility 
of removing it without injuring the mucous membrane. 

In many of the diseases we are called upon to treat, we very pru- 
dently pursue a tentative course, but in this we must join the enemy in 
active and vigorous conflict, take advantage of every possible opportu- 
nity at the very outset, and push the battle until we have, driven him 
from the citadel of life. Happily we have the means competent to the 
task, provided we commence in time. I do not believe that more than 
one case, out of forty, need be lost, if we are permitted to coth- 
menoe the treatment before the membrane has gone beyond our reach. 
On the other hand, I think scarcely any case will be cured by any 
treatment whatever, after the false membrane has been deposited in 
the trachea. 

The locality where this epidemic prevailed, is dry and healthily situs- 
ted — mainly limestone water. There are still a few sporadic cases, but 
not so hard to control as when in an epidemic form. 



European Correspondence. 

Glasgow, September 11, 1860. 
Editors of Medical and Surgical Reporter : 

Gentlemen: — In my present letter, I shall make a few observations 
upon the existing condition of the medical profession in England. 
There is not, as with us, one class only of medical men, who alone are 
recognized as regular practitioners ; but, instead of that, there are three 
or four grades, to only one of which the title of M. D. is annexed. 
This unnecessary subdivision causes confusion and jealousy, and many 
are in hopes that a simpler system will, before long, be adopted. 

What may be called the lowest grade, consists of those who have the 
license of the Apothecaries' Hall. These are called Apothecaries; but,- 
instead of confining themselves to Pharmacy, they practise medicine, 
and have a legal right to prescribe and to charge for their prescriptions. 

This strange state of affairs arose from the circumstance of the 
comparatively small number of Doctors of Medicine, and their high 
scale of charges, which caused most persons to consult Apothecaries 
in slight cases of sickness. In former times, the Apothecary, although 
he might prescribe, had no right to charge, and he therefore was 
obliged, in order to obtain a fair remuneration for his trouble, both to 
give a great deal of medicine and to charge very high for it. But the 
evil bore in its own nature the germs of a remedy. 

From having so much practice thrown into their hands, they very 
naturally adopted a higher standard. By degrees, they have come to 
be a recognized body, and are no lonjjer obliged to overdose, or pretend 
to do so, in order to get their fees. A regular examination in Medlf-ine^ 
as well as in jPAarmacy, must be undergone to be admitted into their 
ranks. 

The Surgeon, as the term is employed in England, means a man 
Trio has the license of the CoWegQ ol ^Mvv^eoxi^. 1V^ ^Vm$):\^^ <lvyt \JcA& 
diploma, if it may be so caWcd, axe usm^W^ c^xVY<^ey.o^\xi^^xsv^V^^^vNj^ 
i/d in a school connected witli it, ^\i\e\. ^.\voo\ W ^x.^^\^ t^^ ^^^^x ^ 
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oODfsrring any degree whatever, but serves only to prepare the student 
for the examination by others than its own professors. 

The great mass of the practitioners of England have the diplomas 
of both the Apothecaries' Hall and of the College of Surgeons. They 
aie called ^* General Practitioners" 

A still higher grade is formed of the Licentiates of the College of 
Physicians, and to these the title of Doctor or Physician is given, 
dthough they have no right to add '*M. D." to their names. Thit 
right belongs solely to the graduates of a University — that is, of Ox- 
ford, Cambridge, or of University College, London, and their number 
18 consequently very limited, although the M. D/s of Scottish or Irish 
Universities of Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Aberdeen, can confer the 
degree, and in Ireland it is conferred by Trinity College, Dublin, and 
by the Queen's University, which has Colleges at Cork, Limerick, and 
Rslfast. In Scotland, the same constitution of the medical profession 
does not xist — at least, not to the same extent ; for a much greater 
proportion of the practitioners take the degree of M. D. from some one 
of the Scottish Universities. 

A peculiarity worth mentioning in the constitution of the profes- 
sion in England, is, that the M. D.'s have no legal right to charge for 
their services, and instead of sending a bill at the end of a year, or 
SIX months, they are paid at every visit, the regular charge being a 
guinea. In the country, however, I heard of one instance in which a 
physician visited even at a distance for much less. The fact was men- 
tioned in a manner which showed that the action was considered un- 
professional. 

I shall now give a brief account of one of the Scottish Universities, 
Til : that of Glasgow. It is a large building, built in a very ancient 
style, in three quadrangles, and contains a number of lecture rooms, 
some of which are devoted to medical lectures exclusively. This was 
not the case in one of the Queen's colleges which I visited in Ireland, 
where lectures on Logic, Latin and Surgery were delivered in the same 
room. The Professorial chairs, are as far as relates to medicine, 
divided just as in the University of Pennsylvania, with the addition of 
a chair of botany, and one of Forensic Medicine. There is also a 
Waltonian lecturer on the eye, William Mackenzie, who is also a sur- 
geon of the Glasgow Eye Infirmary, and with whose name all your 
readers are of course familiar. 

The Chair of Natural History, in the University is ably filled by 
Henry E. Rogers, L. L. D., a brother of the distinguished Professor of 
Chemistry in the University at home. 

First in the list of officers of the Institution comes James, Duke of 
Montrose, Chancellor. There is also a rector, the Earl of Elgin. These 
offices are not much more than nominal, indeed, I was informed that 
the whole duty of the Chancellor consisted in delivering an address 
ftt stated intervals. 

I visited in the University theHunterian Museum, (that of William 
Hunter.) It is of considerable size, and additions are from time to time 
being made to it, particularly in the department of embryology. The 
strictly medical portion of the mu&eumis in the basement of the build- 
log appropriated for it, while on the main ftooT, XJci^x^ y& VNji'aX. ^'w.V 
nlating to Comparative Anatomy, interspersed '^ivlV cvsiTv^ivOvsi^ ^ 
TMnoQB kinds, such as old books, old paintinga, 8lc, 1 wnr NXifc ^v^jJv^'^iw 
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of Materia Medioa of the Profeesor of that brapch, but it waa Yerj 
insignificant and not worthy of notice. 

What interested me more than the Uniyersity was the Hospital, or 
(as it is called) the Olasgow Royal Infirmary, which contains 600 beda^ 
and to which a large additional building, now in process of erection, will 
soon be added. It is a large stone building, five stories high, bat inside, 
the favorable impression made by the handsome exterior, is, in a great 
measure, done away with, for the entries are narrow and the wards are 
rather crowded. I was surprised to find that patients with oontageoni 
diseases were receiyed, although kept in a seperate part of tho building 
from the other patients. This part of the house the physicians di^ 
tinguish by saying it is for the fever patienfi ; for although the distine* 
tion between typhus enteric fever is begining to be recognised even- 
here, yet in ordinary conversation the term fever means typhus. 

A new thing to me in the Hospital was the lecture room for poal 
mortem examinations, a room which would contain one or two hundred 
students. I saw there a printed abstract for the guidance of the student 
in making post morlems, which was headed ^Pathological Beport,'' and 
had printed on it the name of all the parts which it would be at all 
necessary usually to examine, with blank spaces opposite, to be filled up 
by the description of the case under examination. 

I noticed in the Hospital only one case of interest among the few 
that were shown to me. This case was one of excision of Uie head of 
the femur for anchylosis. After the operation great difficulty had beea 
found in preventing protrusion of the end of the femur, and it had 
only been overcome at last by restoring the limb to its former bent 
position, making counter- extension at the perineum, and extension by 
means of a heavy clock-weight attached by a rope to the knee, the rope 
passing over a roller on the side ef the bed. Abscesses were burrow- 
ing down the thigh, and had been opened in several places, but I wae 
told that the man was in better condition than before the operation. 

The next letter I shall send to you will probably be from Edinburg, 

Very truly, yours, 

M. D. Abboadu 



Scarlatina Maligna. 

To tiie editor of The Lineet. 
Sir : — Scarlatina is so common a disease that even severe cases of the 
anginosa species are not worth recording ; but the following case of 
scarlatina maligna was of so malignaot a character, and of such a rapidly 
fatal termination, that it is worthy of having a place assigned to it in 
your scientific journal. Fortunately such cases are very rare, owing 
chiefly to the attention at present paid to those sanitary laws which in* 
fluence so powerfully the health of communities. 

On the afternoon of the 24th of February, 1859» I was called on to 

see a lad, about nineteen years of age, a farm laborer in the vicinity, of 

a healthy constitution/ and always previous in the ecgoyment of good 

health. I found him laboring under symptoms of a very low typhoid 

ijrpe of fever ; pulse weak, thready, about 140 ; tongue moist^ coated 

with a dark-brown fur ; papillae enVatgjsd, «a^«Q\a\\^ a\. \Xi«^ \\^ «xl\ ^% 

edgeg, and of a dark- red color; boweAa^eu wiAii^^% ^c^^i^^\ ts^v- 
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balls sonken with dark, bluish circles underneath the lower eyelids; lips 
livid ; features of a pinched and an anxious expression ; headache 
chiefly in occiput ; intellect clear ; skin about the natural temperature 
in cbest and abdomen, but below it in the extremities, with a few small* 
dark permanent patechisB scattered over the body, chiefly, however, over 
the chest and abdomen, but no eruption observable , great pain and dif- 
ficulty in swallowing even liquids; enlargement and tenderness of the 
salivary glands, aflecting speech and motion of the lower jaw ; throat 
greatly inflamed ; tonsils, uvula, and upper part of the pharynx swollen, 
of a dark-red, ulcerated, ulcers covered with dark grey sloughs ; breatb 
fetid ; thirst ; urine scanty, of a port wine color ; no vomiting, nor pain 
in epigastrium ; loss of appetite; feeling of prostration ; pains in back* 
Ilmbsy and in fact in the bones of the whole body ; occasional rigors and 
flushes of heat ; the throat the chief seat of the disease. He stated 
that though he had for the previous week felt languid, weak, indisposed 
for work, with loss of appetite, pains in his bones, aod occasional chilly 
sensations, yet it was only on the evening of Feb. 23d that he felt really 
unwell, having then been seized with violent fits of chilliness, and with 
great soreness of throat, and that even in the morning of the S4th he 
had attempted to work, but had been compelled to go to his bed about 
noon. I elicited from him that he had about (en days previously visited 
a house in his neighborhood two or three times, where there was a mild 
case of scarlatina, then rapidly recovering. 

' Fel). 25th. — All the above symptoms continued, and had become of ft 
more aggravated nature, but still no eruption apparent; skin inclined to 
a pale, livid hue; bowels now loose, the stools being frequent, watery, of 
ft tarry color, but containing no blood. 

About eight o'clock on the morning of the 26th, a difl'used eruption, 
of a dark dingy hue, almost purplish, for the first time appeared for 
about three hours, confined entirely to the chest and abdomen. It sud* 
denly receded, followed by an exacerbation of all the symptoms — of 
the dyspnoea, the difiiculty of swallowing, the sense of suffocation and 
of extreme prostration, &c., &c. He gradually sank, and expired at two, 
P. M., having thus survived only about forty eight hours after I had seen 
him. He had left off his work only a few hours previous to my visiting 
him. The usual remedies and appliances were employed, such as cold 
to the head, blistering of temples and nape of neck, counter-irritation 
of throat, constant application of heat to the body and extremities, 
strong beef tea, warm drinks, brandy and stimulants, a mild alterative 
and laxative at first, along with stimulants, diaphoretics, narcotics, and 
diuretics — such as camphor, ammonia, spirits of nitrous ether, ipecacuana, 
Dover's powder, hyoscyamus, and opium, — and saline mixtures, gargles 
of alum and of the mineral acids, &o. 

This case, though derived from one ofamild form of scarlatina, was of 
the most malignant character. It is worthy of remark, that there 
were neither vibices, nor any discharge of dark blood from any of the 
emunctorias; that there was no affection of the chest, nor of the head, 
as the intellect was clear to the last; but that, as the eruption was slight 
and evanescent, the virulent poison of the disease, though also affectinff 
the mucous membrane of the intestines, appeared to Vi^iN^ ^Qtw^^\2X\'^& 
itself chieflj Lj the throat. I am, Sir, ^owts Tft%^eeVX\5^\^^ 

J. B, NiooLBOS, M.I>., ^S^S^a^,^^^-^ 
BoberUbtidge, Sussex, I860. 
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QUININi IN SCARLATINA MALIGNA. 

Sih: — Having read in your journal a brief account of scarlatina 
maligna proving fatal in about forty* eight hours, I venture to ask the 
writer of the case in question why be omitted from his long list of rem- 
edies the only reliable agent, dissulphate ofquinine; he mentions diuret- 
ics, diaphoretics, narcotics, and saline mixtures. He blistered the 
temples and nape of the neck and applied cold water to tbe bead. But 
without wishing to impugn bis treatment, I cannot express any surprise 
at the result. For those wbo may have such a case to meet — and no 
doubt they occur but too oflen — I cannot too forcibly recommend tbe use 
of quinine. My attention was first called to it, in this disease, by the 
excellent little work of Mr. Peter Hood, in which be so strongly urges 
its adoption in all forms of scarlet fever. I bave put bis plan to an 
extensive test in a large dispensary practice, and have every reason to 
bear testimony to its success. Without intruding further on your valuable 
space^ 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. H1.WKES. 
County Ophtbalmic Hospital, Maidstone, 1860. 

SCARLATINA MALIGNA. 

Sir : — Dr. Nicholson's case of scarlatina maligna, inserted in your 
valuable journal is interesting, but I am sorry that no prominence is 
given therein to the use of the sesqaicarbonate of ammonia. There is 
abundant evidence before tbe prefession in proof that it contains specifio 
powers over the worst form of scarlatina, and that, when the erupdon 
recedes, no means known bave the same power in producing it and le- 
lieving the patient. The other remedies employed in this case bad evi- 
dently no beneficial effect ; but in many similar cases I am fully 
convinced that this preparation of ammonia, administered regular day 
and night, and trusted to alone^ with a mild aperient and a suitable diet, 
will be found fully equal to tbe restoration of the patient. 

Tbe great and superiorvalue of this excellent medicine in scarlatina 
and rubeola is, I fear, but half apprehended by many professional men, 
and my object in this communication is to call their attention more fully 
to it. 

I am, Sir, yours sincerely, 
T. J. Graham, M.D., L.R.C.P., Ed., &c, 
Epsom, Surrey, 1860. 



ligature of tbe Femoral Artery. 

By E. J. KiRKSEY, M. D., Radfordsville, Ala. 

On the 6tb of June last I was called in great baste to see a negro 

boy, a house-servant belonging to a very particular friend and patron of 

mine, living some three miles out of town. On my arrival at the spot, 

I found bim nearly exhausted from a great loss of blood. Upon ex- 

aminatioB I found a deep cut on tbe tbigb made by a beavy stroke of 

an axe in the hands of a Bttoug au^x -^o^^t^vA tcl%.w. The wound 

extended down to tbe femur, and bad foituxvuXeX-j ci\i\^ m^^^ ^^\^ 

ehjp in the bone, without anj othLet 4«Lmas^*\.o O^i^i^mTa. Tti^ ws^x* 
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the Tonte liad severed the femoral artery and vein and tlie great nerve 
of the thigh. I lost no time in securing the artery, upon tying the 
npper portion : from the extreme loss of blood, syncope came on before 
the distal extremity could be secured. During the syncope I did not 
tie the lower portion, and it continued to bleed during the entire attack, 
nntilit was securely tied. The bleeding seemed to "poze" up like the 
bubbling of a well or a slow spring, — the bleeding resembling that of 
a vein rather than that of an artery. I always tie both extremities of 
the arteries, no matter how small, for fear of a flow of blood from 
the lower end of the artery. It is, however, true that when we have 
securely tied the upper portion, the flow from the lower part may be 
temporarily stopped in a fit of syncope, but seldom perfectly, for the 
reason given by a distinguished Surgeon, that the vessel apparently 
does not here possess the same power of oontraction or retraction that 
it does above, and consequently it is not capable of forming a sufficient 
clot, either internal or external. After the ligature of both ends of 
the artery, and gently twisting the large vein, I closed up the flesh 
wound, it requiring four stitches. Owing to extreme exhaustion, I 
ordered stimulants to be freely given during the balance of the day, 
and until I could again visit him, also had cold water dressings applied 
to the wound. 

On the 7th, found him with some slight fever; pulse quick, but feeble; 
discontinued the stimulants, and administered a large dose of morphias 
sulphas ; continued the cold water dressing. 

On the 8th, found him better; still continued to apply the cold 
i^ater, and gave a dose of oil to move his bowels. 

On the 9th, still continued the treatment, and patient apparently 
improving rapidly. 

On the 10th, patient about the same ; some inflammation about the 
wounded part of the thigh; discontinued water dressings and applied 
emollient poultices. 

On the 11th, all inflammation, from the use of poultices, had subsided ; 
discharged him until the 20th, at which time I expected to find the 
thread or ligature detached from the artery. 

On the 20th, much to my surprise, it could not be gently detached. 

On the 25th, I again visited my patient; wound was rapidly healing, 
and the ligature was still retained, and it remained adherent to the 
artery until the end of the second month from the time of ligation : 
this being a somewhat rare case, I have thought proper to report it. It 
is equally true, however, that as to the precise time of the detachment 
of a ligature, there are some rare exceptions, and if you will pardon 
me, I will quote from the distinguished Surgeon and Professor of the 
Jeflferson Medical College, — Prof S. D. Gross — a man for whose opin- 
ions I have the highest regard. Prof. Gross says, ''The period at which 
the ligature is detached, varies with many circumstances, of which the 
principal are the size of the cord and the manner in which it has been 
tied, and the state of the artery, and the amount of resulting inflamma* 
tion. A small ligature will, other things being equal, be detached 
sooner than a large one, and a fine sooner than a loose cue \ ^\\<i v 
sound artery will be longer throwing it off than ?v ^\^^a^^^ Q\i^^ ^vojc^-^ 
because it has wore power oi resistance. A W^aWi^ o^ ^^ VtwvOw^^ 
Mrterf win generally bo detached in about ten da^a*, \x^^^ ^^ ^^\s\^t^ 
iaA-om twelve to fourteen ; upon the iliac from ^Vx.t'a<itL V:> V^^x^X^'. ^^- 
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'*I recollect a case in the Marine Hospital at^LoiiisTille, where, in api- 
pntation of the leg, the ligature was firmly adherent to the tibial arterj 
at the end of the fourth month." In his work on Surgerj he alludet 
to cases of still longer standing, reported by Lopei, of Mobile, Ala., 
and Prof. Eve, of your faculty. With a few exceptions, he says that 
this is the fault of the operator, but we are disposed to believe that it 
if owing to the "extraordinary quantity of organized plastic matter 
interfering mechanically with the detachment of the thread." How- 
ever, the process by which seperation of the ligature takes place should 
be better understood. 

If you think this case worthy of note, I should be pleased to have 
yon give it a page in your valuable j[ournal. — Nashville Journal of 
Medicine and Surgery. 



Suceessfiil Treatment of Vedeo-Vaginal Fistula. 
Bt W. T. Briggs, M. D., University of Nashville, Tenn. 

Mrs. W , of West Tennessee, came to our city in June last,. 

seeking relief from a vesico vaginal fistula, and placed herself under 
my care. She was a lady of about 40 years of age, the mother of four 
children, the last of whom was still born, and whose birth gave rise to 
the accident. 

Her last labor took place about the middle of July, 1859, and was 
unusually long — she being in charge of a female midwife for several 
days before a physician was called. Upon examination, finding a 

Sresentation, he turned and delivered the child. After the birth she 
ad a very severe spell of sickness, lasting several days. When she 
recovered it was found that she could not retain her urine : it passed 
ofif continually, whether in the erect or horizontal position, producing 
great excoriation of the labia and thighs; and upon walking much it 
would wet even her stockings, and fill her shoes. This condition had 
continued to the time of her visit. At first her general health had been 
good, but more recently it had given way, and she was suffering from 
indigestion, loss of flesh, and general debility. An examination per 
vaginam revealed a large fistula situated at the junction of the vagina 
with the cervix uteri about 1^ inch in the transverse by f to 1 inch in 
the antero posterior diameter ; the cervix uteri was thrown upwards 
into this opening, so that the posterior lip of the os uteri formed the 
posterior boundery of the fistule. 

Although this was an unpromising case of an operation, in con- 
sequence of the high position and size of the opening, and the bad 
health of the patient, yet in view of her unfortunate condition, it was 
determined to give her the benefit of a chance for relief; and after full 
consultation with Professors Eve, Bowling and Watson, I determined 
to leave the cervix uteri in the opening as it was, and to attempt to 
unite the vaginal with the uterine lip of the fistula, thus throwing the 
OB uteri into the cavity of the bladder. 

She was placed under the preparatory treatment, which, in a week or 

ten davB, bo improved her general health that I thought her in good 

condition for the operation. Accoid\u^\3,\i«tV^^\i^^VfeT\iQ^<iVifwelf 

evaouAted the night before, I proceeded xo o^^xaxa, ti»«vaXfe^\5i^x^\&%- 

BOnEve And Watson, and MesBiB. BmM wxd^^R%xd.,m^^Y^*J^%VTk\tw*^ 
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Having placed the patient in position on ber knees and forearms, 
with the head and shoulders depressed and nates elevated, the specnlam 
of Sins was introduced, and the recto-vaginal septum well raised, thus 
illiiraining the vaginal cavity so perfectly that the fistula was brought 
fblly into view. The edges were then freely pared at the expense of 
the vaginal mucus membrane. After waiting for the bleeding to cease 
Iknd the patient to rest, I proceeded to deposite the metatic satures, 
which I found to be a very difficult matter, owing to the position of 
IKe opening and the mobility of the cervix uteri ; but after many 
fruitless attempts, success crowned my efforts, and six sutures were 
deposited to my notion. I used the staphyloraphy needle in the port 
aiguille^ and passed it through the posterior lip first. Then the sutures 
were passed through the perforations of Dr. Bozeman's "6w/<oii"; and 
it beine carried home was fastened by the perforated shot. 

.The lady bore the operation without a murmur or groan. She was 
placed in bed ; an opiate administered, and the self retaining catheter 
introduced. She continued to do extremely well, except she could not 
bear the catheter at all, (but fortunately had the power of passing urine 
every few minutes, without effort, asleep or awake) until the fifth day, 
when she was attacked with chills, followed by high fever, great abdom- 
inal pain and tenderness. Active antiphlogistic treatment was used 
in vain, until I was compelled to purge her freely \ after which she 
improved rapidly. 

jn urine had escaped through the fistula until she had the spell of 
nokness ; afterwards it escaped freely. I let the button remain until 
the 12th day. Upon an examination of the suture at that time, the 
button was found very loose and tilted up against the fistula. The 
wires were cut and the whole removed, and to my astonishment I 
fband the fistule cicatrized to a great extent, leaving only a small round 
opening not larger than a goose quill. The patient's health had 
suffered greatly during her confinement, and our effort was directed 
Qow to its restoration, hoping that the fistule would completely heal 
by local applieations. Notwithstanding her general health became 
greatly better, in fact entirely restored, no change of the fistula was 
effected. — her urine still escaped per vaginam. I should mention that 
her menses come on and passed partly per bladder and partly per 
vaginam. 

On the 25th of Jufy, her bowles having been freely emptied and 
diet restricted to a cracker and a cup of tea for several days, the opera- 
tion was again performed. More difficulty was experienced in denuding 
the edges of the opening, and a great deal more in depositing the 
Butures. I could effect nothing with the needle ilsed previously, nor 
with the common needle of the pocket case. I succeeded with Boze- 
man's straight needle placed in the needle-holder at an obtuse angle; 
after passing it through the anterior lip, I depressed the handle, great- 
ly forced it through the posterior lip and catching the point as it 
emerged pulled it forward ; — five sutures were deposited, the button 
japplied and fastened as before. 

It will be sufficient to add that she had no troxxVA^ ^^x ^v?^ «^^t- 
ation; no urine escaped through the opening, ft\i^ i^^JB^fe^ V\» oA \>\Aiw«w.j 
not being able to nae the catheter ; her bowlea Tem«\t\^ ^^x^.'aMv^^^w^ 
ibr fourteen days. On the 12th day I removed \SQ.e\i\3AXQnL wA to^^aa- 
Ae istnle per/ectfy cicatrised^ 
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Five days afterwards she menstruated t.entirelj through the hladdeff 
not one drop per vaginam. 

In three weeks she went home by railroad and stage — haying to stage 
it 60 or 70 miles. Since her arrival we are informed that she is doing 
well. 

It will be sten that we did not adopt the recommendation of Sims 
and Bozeman to disengage the neck of the womb from its position in 
the bladder, because we belioved the operation would offer a better 
chance for success without, and because Jobert had performed the same 
operation successfully oa a number of patients. 

The great difficulty experienced in this operation^ and in all oth^s 
I have witnessed, is in passing the sutures. Prof. Eve nas fihown me 
lately an instrument called the canulated needle^ and which be describe! 
in the present number of this Journal, that, I think, will answer an 
admirable purpose in depositing the metallic suture in this operation, 
and will supercede all the port aiguilles and needles now in use for 
that purpose. — Nashville Journal of Medicini and Surgery. 



An Extraordinary Case of Ascites. 
By Samuel M. King, M. D., Monougahela City, Pa. 

Last November I reported (vol. iii, p. 178) a case of ascites, that of 
Mrs. Adams, which is remarkable for the large amount of serum effused, 
and the number of times the operation of paracentesis abdominis was 
performed. A continuation of the report may be of interest to the 
reader. 

From Febuary 1st, 1854, to October 18th, 1859, she had been tapped 
over fifty times, and the amount of fluid discharged was 628 gallons, 2 
quarts, 1 J pints. From that time the record runs as follows : 



Previously reported, 
November 22d, 1859, drew off, 
Pecember 20th, " 
January 17th, 1860, 
Febuary 15th, 
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March 17th, 
April 15th, 
May 16 th, 
June 14th, 
July 11th, 
August 7 th, 
"September 8th, 
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Amounting in all, up to this time, to - - 

Mra, Adams continues to enjoy tolerably good health for one in her 
situation. In some respectB s^e Viaa improved since the last report ; 
a cough, that annoyed bet very m\xc\x ioi ^^?LT^^\i^% ^^ti%^^ ^\i>iia^-5 ^^^ 
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Polypus of the Womb. 
By J. H. Blake, M. D., North Auburn, Me. 

Mrs. K, aged 57, was seen on August 25, 1860. She was in a very 
low condition, perfectly anaemic, and in great distress. Pulse 102, very 
small. Two brown streaks in the middle of the tongue. Had had 
ieven children, the last twelve years ago, at which time there was some 
tipTible about the afterbirth, which, she thinks, never came away. She 
d^tes her trouble back four years, during which time she has suffered 
from pain in the back and hips, and *^a dreadful bearing down," and 
lias been frequently prostrated by hemorrhage, so that she could not 
leave her bed for a considerable time. The bowels have been costive 
and relaxed by turns. At times, retention of urine, but also frequent 
micturition or absolute incontinence. Her trouble has been called ^^the 
turn of life," **menorrhagia," *'womb complaint," &c., and she has been 
treated accordingly. 

The Za^^ physician called, made an examination, and said there was a 
polypus growing from the neck of the womb; that nothing could be 
done to effect a cure; that she must make up her mind to die. (This 
was last May, according to the report.) She did make up her mind to 
die, and was found in a desponding and (to her mind) hopeless con- 
dition, the last hemorrhage, eight weeks ago, having prostrated her, so 
that she had not left her bed, though she was gaining a little strength. 

An examination disclosed a large, hard, pretty smooth, white tumor, 
completely filling the pelvis. She said it did not come down, as it used 
to) in fact it could not, for so completely did it fill the pelvis, that the 
womb was pressed up so as to be as distinctly felt through the parietcs 
of the abdomen as directly after labor. The patient was anxious to 
get well, but she had no hope, no courage. I gave her some stimulus, 
with twenty-five drops of tincture of opium, and sat down to talk with 
her, and if possible to gain her confidence, for I was a stranger, and 
had only been called on* account of the urgent request of some friends 
of hers. In order to induce her to submit to the necessarv treatment, 
I promised her a sure and speedy cure (though I should not be willing 
to say that I had no misgivings, on account of her prostrate condition), 
if she would take courage and try to keep in good spirits until I could 
remove the tumor. 

Having obtained liberty to do whatever 1 thought necessary in order 
to effect a cure, I passed my left hand, which is rather small, with con- 
Biderable effort, completely within the pelvis, and while the orifice of 
the vagina encircled my wrist, the tip of the middle finger just reached 
the mouth of the womb. My hand wasin a tight place, but I succeeded 
in flexing the first and second joints of the second, third and fourth 
fingers so as to force the hand further up, and pass the index finger an 
inch or more within the os uteri, sweeping it around the pedicle, which 
appeared nearly two inches in diameter, and becoming satisfied that the 
insertion of the pedicle was far within the womb. The os was quite 
flaccid, and while the finger was within it, I could feel the womb far 
above the brim of the pelvis, with my right baud. T\i^ l\wxiQt ^^'?^'Yt- 
regularly round, taking its shape, probably, {torn \3dl^ ^w\a \u x^^^vasstq. 
toit; Its size was about that of a quart meaauxe. 

Nat being able to obtain such an iBatrumeiit ^^"i- Vv^^^-*"^*^^^^ 
Aom an umbrella frame a wire brace foxirteeu iuc\ie^ Vixi^^ wA^ -oSX.*^ 
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enlarging the hole in the end, bending it to suit the case, and covering 
it with gutta percha, I had an instrument resembling Hunter's polypus 
needle. 

August 25th. — Applied the ligature, without any difficulty, close to 
the womb, my small hand enabling me to ascertain this point. I could 
not, however, draw it very tight, on account of pain. 

It would be too much to state all die particulars of this case, but 
those who have read Dr. Channing's excellent communications to the 
Journal, during the last ten years, upon the subject of ''polypus of 
the womb,'' will know that after the ligature was applied there was 
little or no hemorrhage, that there was pain, restlessness, and aU sorts 
of discomfort, that the discharge from the vagina has been profuse, 
dark, foul, and sometimes like rotten liver. The catheter was used, and 
injections thrown into the rectum. Stimulants and opium were m- 
quired, and freely given. 

On Sept. 5th, ten days after the operation, finding the ligature free* 
I removed the instrument from the vagina, and tried to draw down the 
tumor with the blunt hook of Hodge's forceps, but not succeeding to 
my mind, I applied the forceps as to the head of a child, and extracted 
it without difficulty. 

The tumor weigtied 12 ounces; was quite dark, soft, and probably not 
more than one quarter as large as it was when the ligature was applied. 
Upon it there was a spot of tne size of an old -fashioned cent, quite 
rotten, and from Which there had apparently been a discharge. 

In the latter part of September, the left arm and leg became oedema- 
tons, but the difficulty disappeared after the administration of a saline 
cathartic, and the patient, on October 1st, was rapidly convalescing.-— 
BoiUm Medical and Surgical Journal^ Oct, ISlh, 1860. 



Kembranous Stricture. 

Messrs. Eeitors : — Some years age, I published, in your popular 
Journal, an article on stricture, and advocated, as I still do, the 
treatment of that disease by ^Hntemal section,** In the above- 
named article, I referred to the fact that Civiale (now deceased) prac- 
tised internal section down to the curve of the urethra, which he 
afterwards extended the whole length of the canal. I then, and often 
since then, have stated that I had found no case in which, in my 
hands, the practice had failed. The following case may, however, be 
considered an exception to the rule. 

Mr. S. a gentleman of about 60 years of age, of excellent moral 
character, the father of a large family, and probably never affected 
with gonorrhoea, consulted me, about three years ago, on account of 
a difficulty in the passage of urine. The stream, during several months, 
had gradually diminished, until the urine came away so slowly, that 
<«six men in succession could urinate, at a public ^watering place,' 
while he did once." On examination, I found the mouth of the 
aretba covered by a membrane, leaving only a very small orifice at the 
lower part, not larger than the point of «k p\\i. L^^^dm^ to custom, 
BDd by means of a small probe, intio^xio^^ tea «^ ^\tfe<i\»\^ \ ^\V\\^^^ 
membrane freely, producing a fuW «dfte«ip«.%^^'e^ ^^t <:tk^ wa^^.-iK^^ 
to the relief and gratification of iV --^'^-^Tit, 
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I was somewhat surprised aboat a month subseqaently, to receive a 
visit from my patient, and to learn that the orifice made by my knife 
had nearly closed, and that the passage of the urine was nearly as slow 
and tedious as before. I resorted to the knife again ; and in order to 
secure the patulency of the uretha, and prevent the reproduction of 
the membrane, I applied the nitrate of silver, in stick, freely to the 
raw surface. 

Six weeks afterwards, my patient presented himself again, with pre-. 
eiselj the same difficulty, and was relieved for about the same length 
of time by the operation of the knife. 

This has now been repeated, at about the same intervals for at least 
three years ; the membrane is reproduced, although cut out sometimes, 
and caustic applied inadditicn. In one respect, the disease is not a very 
■eriotis or dangerous one, as relief is promptly afforded by the knife-; 
yet it is a great annoyance, keeps the patient in perpetual anzeity, 
and might be dangerous were he not within reach of surgical assistance. 

I send tbe case to you, in hopes that some one more experienced in 
the matter, than myself, will sugest a remedy. 

Bespectfully, yours, &c. James Brtan. 

1306 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Sept. 29th, 1860. 

[Bodton Medical and Surgical Jbunal, 



Orowih of Bails. 
In going round the wards of the Charite with M. Beau, a novice will 
be not a little puzzled at seeing him scrutinize closely the finger-nails 
of each newly-admitted patient, telling him occasionally, after a few 
moments examination of the cuticular appendage, ^^My friend, you had 
a bad illness so many months ago, a very severe illness, that pulled 
you down a good deal ; and then you had a relapse/' and so on. This 
sort of inverted palmistry puzzled me sorely at first, and I confess that 
even the explanation when given, left me very skeptical as to the infal- 
libility of this retrospective fortune- telling. Nevertheless, although 
I do not believe in Hume the spiritual medium, any more than in 
Hahnemann and his microdosic followers, I do believe in this sign of 
the past as indicated by the nails. If you look at the fingers oi a man 
who has had typhus fever three months ago, let us say, you will find 
on the nails, towards their centre, (at that interval of time,) a trans- 
rhthe furrow, deep and well marked, coinciding with the moment when 
the check in their nutrition occurred — the depth of the depression 
being in proportion to the severity of the illness, its breadth with the 
duration ; and the several consecutive relapses being each notched on 
the ungual appendices as on so many tally- sticks. — Lancet. 



Poison Oak. — Dr. C. A. Canfield, in a letter to the Padfie Sentinel^ 
ttstes that a certain cure for the poisoning of the RhuUoxicodendron 
10 a decoction of the leaves of the Grind^ia hirsuta and robustaf a com- 
mon plant on the Pacific coast belonging to the order of Compo$itaoe» 
The leaves of this plant bruised and rubbed on heat, iiei\i^T^Vi^ ^V5^.^ 
aoB found to be effective in at once caring the itoYoxi^, ^ndi iStL<^t^\& ^^ 
dottbt of Its e&caej in the above case of poiBoniiig. — NadmBla JowiiA^ 
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238 Operation for Conioal Cornea. November, 

Beport of two Cases of Conical Cornea Snccessfiilly Treated by 

Operation. 

By Geo. Lawson, Esq., F.K.C.S., 

Surgeon to the Great Northern Hospital, and Clinical Assistant to the Royal London 

Ophthalmic Hoepital. 

In a paper published by Mr. Bowman in tbe "Optbalmic Hospital 
Beports" for October, 1850, be describes a mode of treatment be bad 
been induced to pursue in cases of conical cornea. It consisted in 
altering tbe shape of the pupil, by converting tbe natnral . circular 
aperture which is placed immediately behind the apex of tbe cone of 
the cornea into a slit, which may be made either vertical or horizontal 
as the surgeon may desire. The operation is performed by drawing the 
iris with a Tyrrell's hook through a small incision made at tbe extreme 
margin of the corner by a broad needle, and then fixing it there by 
Mr. Critchett's method of tying it with a piece of very fine thread. If 
a vertical pupil is desired, a portion of the iris is first drawn directly 
downwards, and there fastened, and at the expiration of eight or ten 
da^s, or when the eye has become perfectly quiet, a similar proceeding 
is adopted in the upward direction, and a slit-like pupil results. It 
becomes, as he there suggested, a matter of experience to determine 
what alteration in the shape of the pupil is most^ conducive to improve 
vision in this class of cases. 

As few patients suffering from conical cornea have yet been submitted 
to this plan of treatment, a record of those who have been operated on, 
with the result which has accrued from the operation, becomes not only 
interesting, but extremely useful in deciding what amount of good w6 
may hope to derive from surgical interference. 

The two following cases I operated on, one in December and tbe other 
in January last; and as eight months have now expired, I may justly 
speak of the benefit which each has derived as permanent. First, it 
will be observed in reading the cases that in each the conicity has been 
much diminished — the apex of the cone has become rounded off into 
the general curvature of the cornea, and the central opacity is scarcely 
visible. 

": It is very probable that this arrest of the increasing conicity of 
the cornea is dependent upon an alteration of the direction of the 
pressure within the globe, which is greatest in the normal condition of 
the eye in the antero-posterior diameter, in a line drawn from behind 
and passing forwards throagh the centre of the pupil to the cornea,-— 
to that point, in fact, which forms the apex of the cone of the corner 
in eyes which are affected with this disease. Mr. Hulke has demon- 
gtrated by microscopical examination that this peculiar conditio^ of the 
cornea is dependent on disease localized in the central portion, and 
which, yielding to the pressure from within, bulges, and becomes ex- 
tremely attenuated. If, therefore, by any means, we can alter the 
direction of this pressure so as to cause it to bear on a healthy portion 
of the cornea, we certainly place the eye in a more favorable condition ; 
and it appears to me that the siit-like pupil, particularly if made a little 
to the inner or nasal side, not only allows a more healthy portion ot 
the cornea to receive the pressure from within, but, from its increased 
8126, distributes it over a largei ftxxi^a<^e« ^u^ XVxia 4ft^me« it of a por^ 
tioB of its foroe. 
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The next questioa is ponoerning the itaprovement of sight to he 
gained. In each of the tvro cases which I am about to quote, distant 
vision was manifestly improved. In the first case near vision also was 
benefited, but in the second case the improvement for near objects was 
not so great as that for distant ones. The improvement of vision, I 
believe, depends on the rays of light being enabled, owing to the alter- 
ation in the shape of the pupil, to enter the eye through a portion of 
the cornea not mi^ch affected by the conicity, and not to the fact of the 
pupil being a long and narrow one; as when this slit-like pupil becomes 
dilated and oval, so as to be much longer than the original circular 
pupil, the patient still continues to experience benefit from the 
operation. 

In each patient I performed a similar operation ; instead of drawing 
the pupil directly upwards and then downwards, I drew it first down- 
wards and slightly inwards, and afterwards upwards and slightly 
inwards, so that the vertical pupil is rather to the nasal side of the 
cornea. 

Case 1. — R. E— — , aged thirty-one, a tall, thin, and rather deli- 
cate man, of temperate habits. Has never had any serious illness, but 
for the last sixteen months has complained greatly of debility, 
lassitude, and a disinclination to do any work. He suffers as ofteh as 
two or three times in the week from nocturnal emissions, and feels very 
low and nervous. A few weeks ago he accidentally discovered that 
with the left eye he wa3 unable to distinguish objects, or to read the 
largest type On looking at the eye, the cornea is seen to be very con- 
ical, with a distinct small central softening. The apex is opaque. He 
can distinguish a hand held in front of him, but he is unable with the 
affiected eye to count the fingers. He cannot distinguish the markings 
or the hands on a watch. 

On the 30th of November I drew the pupil downwards and inwards, 
fasteniifg it in this position by Mr. Critchett's method of tying it with' 
a fine ligature of silk. 

Dec. 3rd. — I performed a similar operation upwards and inwards. 

His sight was greatly improved by this procedure. He was enabled 
to count fingers and to distinguish the features of friends. I saw him 
about three months ago; he could then count my fingers at a distance 
of ten or twelve feet, and with difficulty he could make out the time on 
my watch. The conicity has certainly materially diminished. The 
right eye was, however, slightly affected, requiring him to use concave 
glasses. 

Case 2. — W. M— , aged forty-two, a butler; a healthy but delicate- 
lobking man, with a very anaemic appearance ; married and has two 
children. Twelve years ago he says he could see well and read any 
ordinary type. He has now conical corners of both eyes ; but in neither 
very severe. The conicity of the left is the greatest. With the left 
eye he cannot count fingers; but with a powerful concave glass he can 
io so with difficulty. The apex of the cone in this eye is slightly 
opaque. His object in seeking relief was that in following his employ- 
ment he could not tell when he had filled the wine-glasses, and was 
frequently apt to pour the wine over on to the cloth. I performed an 
operation on this patient in January last, exactly similar to that IuCqa^ 
!• Shortlj after he had gone back to hia aitxwAloxi^ V^ ^\q\a\.^^^^ 
mjing that he had derived very decided ^exx^^X* tt^m ^^ ci^^^x^^a^. 



840 Enlargement of {he Thymue Gland. November, 

A week ago tliis patient called on xne; and I tlien questioned him con« 
cerning the state of his yision. He said he thought he saw near objecto 
better, but there was a great improvement in the way he saw those more 
distant. He was now able to pour out wine without spilling it ; and in 
m J presence, with his best eye (the right one) covered, he filled a wine- 
glass with water to the very brim without spilling a drop. He could 
distinguish the markings and hands on my watch. The coniclty bf 
the cornea was clearly much diminished, and the opacity had almost 
disappeared. 
Park-street, Grosvenor square, 1860. [London Lancet. 



On Fatal effects arisiag from enlargement of the Thymus Gland in 

Children. 

By Geo. S. Brent, L. S. A., London. 

There has been brought under my notice, on several occasions, a 
fatal result from enlargement, or else non-absorption, of the thymus 
gland in young children. One of such instances occurred at Netting* 
dale, Kensington, in June last. 

A child, two years and a half old, belonging to the laboring class, 
but well nourished, and altogether what might be termed a fine boy, 
died somewhat suddenly and quite unexpectedly on the 13th of June, 
at half-past six o'clock in the morning. The particulars of the illness 
and death of the child were but very imperfectly elicited. It wa? only 
ascertained that two days prior to the disease 'he was quite well; that 
on the day previously he suffered from sickness, of which not much 
notice was taken ; and that on the next morning about three o*clock, 
still complaining of sickness, and in bed, he crawled away from the side 
of hia mother, who about five o'clock sent for medical assistance* 
Whilst the messenger was gone the child, as stated, had two convulsive 
fits, and then "went off." He had not previously appeared to suffer 
from any difl&culty in breathing. 

Mr. Hemming, of Norland-place, Notting-hill, the surereon who had 
been called, followed the messenger to the house, and found the child 
dead, without any external indication of the cause of death. On his 
making a post mortem examination, every organ in the body was found 
to present a natural and healthy appearance, except that the thymus 
gland was preternaturally large and vascular ; it weighed an ounce and 
a quarter. The effect of this condition would probably be pressure on 
the adjacent nerves to such an extent as to irritate them, and occasion a 
spasm of the glottis, to which event the death in this instance was 
attributed. 

On a former occasion, Mr. Hemming was called to a similar case, in 

which an enlarged thymus gland pressed upon the right recurrent 

nerve of the par vagnum, and so appeared to have set up an irritation 

which resulted in spasm of the glottis and consequent death. In this 

case the child was erroneously supposed to have swallowed some hot 

water ; such, however, was not proved to have been the cause of the 

decease. Dr. Ilayne, of CTamden-town, also, was the medioal attendant 

called in a similar instance. Hefouudln a child only twenty montha 

old, who had died suddenly, a tbymua ^«lti^ ^«v^vci^ Vati ^wJkwa^ 

which specimen, given to me by 1i\m,l?oxa\oTi^x.vcttA ^^^^vi®^^^, \ft*r 
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•erved in spirit. I have in several other instances recognized snddeu 
deaths in children, apparently from a spasmodic closure of the glottis. 
to be coincident with a considerable enlargement of the thymus gland. 
The thymus of the human sulgect increases in size very rapidly 
after the seventh month of foetal life, and at birth at the full period 
lias commonly varied (as stated in the ^'Cyclopaddia of Anatomy and 
Physiology") from 84 to 240 grains in weight. At nine months after- 
wasda, according to the same authority, it is found to be about 270 grains 
■ A .\ drachms — in weight ; at a variable time after which period it pro- 
gressively declines in size. I find that Kopp states his having noticed 
several cases of suddenly fatal dyspnoea occurring in children in whom 
the gland was found of a large size, and that he concludes there is 
some essential connection between the glandular enlargement and the 
suffocative paroxysms. Dr. Copland ("Dictionary of Practical Med- 
icine," art. Larynx and Trachea, p. 679) has remarked, however, that 
Mr. Hood, of Kilmarnock, was the first to direct attention to enlarge- 
Slant of the thymus gland and its influence in producing morbid closure 
of the glottis, with sufifoeation. But he does not even hint that the 
effects of the preternatural enlargement are other than mechanical — 
such as pressure on the veins at the top of the chest, inducing conges- 
tion and effusion in the head ; and no supposition appears to be enter- 
tained by him that an unusual size of the gland is accompanied by an 
increased nervous susceptibility. I have been led to conclude, from 
the history of the cases that have come under my notice, that a corre- 
lation exists between the size of the thymus gland and the development 
of the brain and impressibility of the nervous system. In such 
instances of sudden death coincident with abnormal enlargement of 
the thymus as have fallen under my observation, the children have been 
noticed as peculiarly forward and intelligent for their ages. The work 
first quoted above states that ^'absence of the gland has only been ob- 
served in cases of acephatism, where the brain and many othec parts 
have been simultaneously deficient.'* If it be true, then, that the 

greater size of the thymus gland has anything to do with the greater 
evelopment of the nervous matter, force, or excitability, there will be 
a double reason why an unusual enlargement, or a non -absorption, of 
that body should occasion sufifocative dyspnoea — namely, both from the 
greater excitibility produced, and the inordinate pressure exercised by 
the gland in a state of turgidity. 
Kepple street, Kussell square, August, I860. 

\ljondon Lancet^ 



Calculus in the Nose. 

By W. N. Beowne, M. D., of Melrose. 

John Corket, set. &Q^ came on the morning of 20th July to consult 
me about a swelling of his nose, which was becoming very painful, and 
completely obstructing his breathing through the nostril. Upon look- 
ing at the nose, I found it very much swelled on the right side, and the 
sis pushed out as by some large body filling xxplVve ^o^\.\\\. Q\i^N«>^'!si 
%LMmination I found the left nostril quite oYofted \iip^ wi^ <iQr^«t^\ ^^^'V 
bf M membrane or skin, and that the right one ^«k» «X\ \ixsX ^^^^^ ^>». 
s simiUr membrane, except at the centre, ^^ete \S;i^i^^^'^^^^^'^^^'^ 
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that admitted, with some little difficulty, the end of a probe, and from 
whirh there discharged a little glairy mucous fluid, but not purulent 
When a child, he had suffered from a Tery severe attack of confluent 
tmallpoz, and, after his recovery, hia nostrils were found to be quite 
grown together. A great number of years ago an attempt was made by 
a surgeon in Kelso to open them ; but the operation had not been very 
successful, as the left nostril had closed up entirely. The right one 
was closed up, all but the tmall orifice mentioned. On passing a probe 
through this opening into the nostril, it came upon a substance which 
felt hard, rough, and slightly movable, and which entirely blocked up 
the nostril, and prevented the probe going further back. I asked him 
how long it was since he had observed this body in his nose ; and he 
said he thought it began to form eight or nine years ago. That was the 
time when he first noticed it, and then he thought it about the size of 
a pea, and that on putting in a large pin he could easily move it up and 
down ; but that for some time (how long he could not say) he could 
not do this. I incised freely the membrane that closed up the right 
nostril, and then with a small pair of polypus forceps laid hold of the 
foreign body, and after a little difficulty extracted the calculus. It 
measured fully an inch and three-eights in its greatest length, by an 
inch in breadth, and nearly half an inch in thickness at one point, and 
weighed two drachms thirty-three graina. 

NoTJt BY Dr. Saunders. — With a view to ascertain the structure 
and composition of this curious calculus, a transverse section was made 
through the posterior thicker part of it. The general surface of the 
section was smooth and dense, of a grayi&h-white color, and presented 
a number of irregular concentric lines, indicating the deposit of the 
calcareous matter in successive layers. Near the central part of the 
section was observed a small round body, of a dark color, and rather 
soft consistence, about the size of a small pea. This seemed to form 
the nucleus of the concretion ; but it did not bear resemblance to any 
distinct foreign body that could have been introducedfrom without into 
the nostril ; its presence is difficult to explain — a difficulty, that the 
chemical analysis, which shows it to consist of fatty matter and iron, 
does not clear up. This dark nucleus is exceedingly small when com- 
pared to the mass of the calculus. For the chemical analysis I am 
indebted to Prof. G. Wilson, who says — "The nasal calculus was ex» 
amined by my assistant, Mr. Irvine, who reports that the quantity at 
disposal for analysis, consisting only of the sewings collected during 
the section of the calculus, was too small for more than a general ex- 
amination. The calculus contained a small dark nucleus, which readily 
took fire when approached to a light, and blazed with a flame and an 
odor resembling those of tallow, but the residue did not char, and the 
ash left was brown. This ash, when analysed, yielded only oxyde of 
iron, so that the nucleus of the calculus consisted apparently of some 
fatty body associated with iron, which may have been in a metallic 
state and accidentally introduced, or present in some form of combina- 
tion. The body of the calculus was not sensibly combustible, and when 
heated did not char. It dissolved with effervescenoe in hydrocholorie 
Acid, and was found to consist of pohsphate and carbonate of lime, 
with which f probably, magnesia was wwci^lU^."— Ed.\Tvhfu.tg\vi 1IU6Ami^ 
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Inveftig^tioiui Concerning Hydrophobia. 
From a series of returns made upon this subject, from different de- 
partments in France, during several years, and epitomized by Dr. 
Tardieu, in the Annates d*Hygene PuhUque, we glean some interesting 
information upon the following points : — 

1. The Species of Animal hy which Hydrophobia was communicated. — 
Out of a total of 22R cases in which referanee was made to this point, 
188 were stated to have been produced by the bite of a dog, 13 by that 
of a cat, 26 of a wolf, and 1 by the bite of a fox. In two cases in which 
the bite of a cat produced the disease, one animal is reported to have 
become rabid in consequence of an extensive burn, another owing to its 
baying been robbed of its young. These cases are of considerable 
interest, as they tend to resolve the still doubtful question of the spon- 
taneous development of hydrophobia in other species of animals than 
tbe canine. 

2. The season of the year at which this disorder is most frequently 
developed. — This cireumstance was noted in 181 cases, 110 of which 
occurred during the hot season of the year, 71 only during the cold. 
There is, doubtless, a marked difference in favor of the months in which 
the temperature is most elevated, but it does not remain a less constant 
fact that no season is really opposed to the development of hydrophobia| 
or can render its effects less formidable. 

3. The average number of persons who escaped the malady after being 
bitten. — On this point we have the records of 198 cases of persons who 
were bitten, in many instances by the same animal; of these, 112 were 
subsequently seized with hydrophobia, whilst the remaining 86 experi- 
enced no ill effects. We need scarcely remark that numerous adven- 
titious circumstances, such as the interposition of an article of clothing 
■io which the saliva of the rabid animal might adhere, the state of the 
patient's mind or health after the injury, &c., would considerably in- 
fluence the results in this particular. 

4. The length of the stage of Incubation. — In a large majority of cases 
this was not more than a few weeks. Out of 147 cases referred to, the 
period of incubation was under a month in 26, more than a month but 
under three months in 93 oases, whilst in the remainder the length of 
time occupied was from six to twelve months. The incubatory period 
appeared shorter in very young persons than at any other age. 

5. 2he length of time between the development of the disease and its 
fatal termination. — On this point the statistics collected corroborate too 
fully the preconceived ideas, as to the rapid progress of the disorder. 
Out of 161 cases, death put an end, within a week, to the horrible suffer- 
ings of the patients in 158, more than one-half of that number dying 
within four days, even, from the time at which the malady first man- 
ifested itself. 

6. The relative efficacy of the means employed to prevent the develop- 
fnent of Hydrophobia. — Upon this all important portion of the subject 
Dr. Tardieu observes that the fact cannot be too strongly insisted upon 
that the only hopes of security from the fatal effects of this dreadful 
disease consists in immediate cauterization with the red-hot iron, and 
that every other method only comprises the iuWiQ «a!I^V^ ^1 ^^^-^nc^^x^h^ 
hf the irreparable loss o£ the only momeulB duxiii^'w^^v^^^^'^^'^^'^'^^ 

treatment ia applicable. ^ 

7. Cura^tve ireaiment of Hydrophobia, v)h»cn U h.tt% >>ecome ^ea^^-^^^^' 
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—Dr. Tardiea makes the disbearteiiing stetemeot tbatof all tbe reme- 
dies which haTe as jet been snggestod, chloroform included, for tiie 
treatment of hydrophobia when fallj developed, he has found none ts 
have been attended with snfficientlj promising results to enable him 
definitely to say that it will effect a cure. — Im. Med, lUv. 



Yenioii witliout Inserting tlie Hand in the Vteroi. 

Sis,— The two communications of Dr. Braxton Hicks, published in 
The Lancet, descriptive and illustrative of "a new method of version 
in abnormal labor/' induce me to send you the details of the following 
case : — 

On the 28th of January, I was summoned to attend Mrs. , a far- 
mer's wife, in her third confinemeot. On my arrival, I ascertained she 
had been in labor for several hours. The pains were strong, and oc- 
curring at regular intervals : the os I found dilated sufficiently to admit 
the forefinger; the membranes were entire. The presenting? part I had 
little difficulty in making out to be the left shoulder, in which Iconsidered 
the first position. The slightest pressure on it with the finger caused 
the child to recede considerably, showing the liquor amnii to be abun- 
dant. Having now determined that the case could not with safety be left 
to nature, I resolved upon having recourse to the operation of turning ; 
but as the time for its performance had not yet arrived, I was content to 
remain some time longer passive, at the same time avoiding giving a 
direct answer to my patient's earnest inquiry if all were right, for I knew 
I should encounter many difficulties were she apprized of the abnormal 
position of the child. On again making an examination, I found mat- 
ters as I had previously left them, with the exception of the os, which 
had expanded to the size of a half-crown piece, and would, if required, 
admit with little difficulty the whole hand. 

From the very great facility with which the foetus could be raised and 
moved about, it occurred to me that its position might be improved with- 
out either introducing the whole hand or rupturing the membranes — in 
short that it might be possible, without having recourse to either expe- 
dient, to bring down the head into the brim of the pelvis, so as to convert 
the case into a natural presentation. WJth this object in view, I endeav- 
ored to raise up the presenting part with two of the fingers of the left 
hand, while with the right I made steady pressure upon the head in the 
direction of from left to right. In a very short time the shoulder be- 
fLtLU to recede, but only to be replaced by another part of the child. 
The head could now be felt approaching slowly the mesial line. The 
external pressure was continued, while the fingers of the left hand were 
employed in guiding the head towards the pelvic brim, into which, 
before I had withdrawn the hand, it had entered. The case, being now 
converted into a natural presentation, was left to nature. In course of 
time a fully developed and healthy male child was born. The whole 
operation was completed in less than five minutes, and without knowl- 
edge of the mother — a matter of no small moment in the present in- 
gtance. No doubt this mode of version was greatly favored by the 
peculiar cicumstanocs of the case *, and, aUXvoxi^V. \\. mvj \i« v^^v^-^K^^a. 
only a very few. it seems to me \)y iai l\i^ ^aX^«.x» \i^^^KL Xa ts^^iVJwKt »^ 
child. 
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I send you the above observations, irhicb show, as I think, that some 
ease of malposition of the head may be remedied according to the ^^new 
method" without causing the child to perform a complete evolution, in 
the hope that others may be induced to record their experience on the 
subject, 60 that a proper conclusion may be arrived at regarding the 
Bierits or demerits of the '^new method of version." 

I remain, Sir, yours faithfully, 

David Easton, M. D. 
Stranraer, Wigtonshire, Sept, 1860. \_London Lancti. 



Treatment of Betained Placenta. 

Sir, — The following case, as illustrating Mr. Pemberton's evidence 
upon **ExtenBive Laceration of the Uterus and Vagina between the 
Fourth and Fifth Months of Pregnancy," especially the fourth point — ■ 
namely, '*that any such introductioD of the hand into the uterus at the 
period of gestation (the fourth and fifth month) was uncalled for and 
improper," is at your fecrvice : — 

Late in the night of May 17th,1860, I received a message that E. C. 

, a farmer's wife, four months and a half advanced in her third 

pregnancy, was suffering pains and some amount of haemorrhage. Not 
considering it necessary to visit her from the nature of the message, I 
prescribed a mixture of infusion of roses, with additional sulphuric acid 
(diluted) and laudanum, enjoining strict rest in the recumbent posture, 
and visited her in the morning early, when I found the haemorrhage 
and pains had ceased. This state of things continued until Sunday 
afternoon, May 29th, whe she got up and came down stairs. The result 
was a return of pains and flooding, which continued with more or less 
severity until the following day. At thirty-five minutes past eleven A. H. 
I delivered her of a living foetus, about nine inches long, whose heart 
continued to pulsate for nearly tJiree hours after birth. I passed my 
finger by the side of the funis, and found the os uteri rigid, thick, and 
unyielding, and was unable to touch the insertion of the cord without 
using more force than I thought desirable. I waited some time, and, 
finding neither pains nor hemorrhage, left her, with directions that I 
was to be summoned if flooding eccurred. I watched her carefully ; no 
untoward symptom presented, and on the 24th, the third day after the 
expulsion of the foetus, the placenta was expelled during defecation after 
the action of a dose of castor oil. This was attended by the expulsion 
of a few ounces of blood, and the patient made a most satisfactory recov- 
ery. 

In ihis case I acted upon the advice of Dr. Blundell, than whom a 
more sagacious accoucheur never lived, who says : "If the placenta be 
retained, and the hand cannot be carried up so high as to command the 
placenta, without the risk of bruising or lacerating^ leave it in the uterus; 
not because it is not an evil to leave it there, but because to leave it in 
jthe uterus is a smaller evil than to abstract it with violence, and we had 
better abide by the smaller evil than expose ourselves to the greater evil 
of lacerating, bruising or killing." See B\uude\V^ ^V\^m^«t^^ ^^\\Rk^ 
hf Dr. Severn, p. 407. I am, Sir youxa ob^^v^xiNX^ . 

FoUer Newton near Leeds, Sept., l860^ \IiwdUm lia«v.^>* 
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Life and Beaih in Londosi. 

A poor woman solicited the magistrate's advice, stating tbai at niae 
d^clock on Monday night a child of hers died of cholera, ever sinee 
which it had heen lying in the same room in which her husband, her- 
self, and two children were living. The parish had refbsed to bnry it^ 
and told her to do so on Saturday with her husband's wages; baft^ 
she did that all of them must starve, and she knew not what to do. Mr. 
Psynter said 'M't was a very shocking case, as a pestilence might arise 
and be destructive to every one in the house, and others, besides. It 
was very strange, but it seemed no one's duty to bury the body, and he 
doubted whether the parish could be compelled to do so. If it was any 
one's duty, it surely was theirs, but he could not compel the parish to 
bury it. lie had no power whatever to assist her, and all he could do 
would be to consult the Poor-law Commissioners/' — Dub, Med, Pten* 



EDITOEIAL DEPAETMENT. 



Colleges. 

We are gratified to announce to the friends of the Cincinnati College 
of Medicine and Surgery^ that the class numbers over one hundred 
students, and would have been larger but for the determined adherence 
to the announced requirements, the result of which is highly gratifying 
to all connected with the school, and many who have honored it with a 
visit. 

We are sorry that we cannot report as favorably of the Ohio Medical 
College, — its unsettled condition and the unwise administration of its 
affairs has caused a falling off in its class, the number in attendance 
not being over fifty-five, notwithstanding the unpardonable attempt to 
monopolize clinicle advantages, and the offer to take students upon their 
own terms, provided they would pay the matriculation fee and take the 
hospital ticket I 

It is very evident that the profession has become tired of the intes- 
tinal feuds that have been so often witnessed in this aged and onoe 
noble institution, and that they are now determined to throw off the 
shackles that bound them so long to its interests; its Alumni may be 
found in every country; noble, generous, and in every way worthy the 
highest consideration of the profession and people ; they have hereto- 
fore done all they could, honorably, to sustain their Alma Mater but 
evidently have come to the conclusion that they would no longer aid in 
keeping up a monopoly to the no small injury of an honorable rival. 

It is well known that there is but these two regular Schools of Medi- 
cine in our city, that the first mentioned is young, vigorous and healthy, 
and 18 rapidly growing into favor in consequence of its ^o^^ci^ and deter" 
mmed principles — its gradual advance ixi \i^ie ^vc^<i\.\^Ti o? ll\e tecom 
mended requirements of the United fiUle^ ^Gd\ft;j\ K^%^^\^v:\wi— .^\i\ 
it0 libemlity towards, and frieudAipfot, a\\ V^io«i ^n^^^d^Vo. >i^^^-t*ft- 
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tice of sct^tific medicine^ no matter ftom wliat honorable institution 
ihej may come; as is evinced by a standing invitation to all such to 
Tisit and participate in the instruction of the class, as well as advising 
tlie students to attend the highly interesting and instructive lecturing 
of Dr. W. H. Mussey on Pathological and Surgical Anatomy, Br. E. 
Williams on Diseases of the Eye, and other gentlemen similarly 
engaged. 

The last mentioned is old and respecfahle, but is said to be ^'a cripple" 
and consequently is unable to keep pace with the rapid movements of 
the vigorous and healthy ; besides this misfortune, its policy has been 
marked by selfishness, and what it lacked in activity and ability it has 
attempted to make up by stratagem B.nd force, neither of which is calcu- 
lated to win in this progressive age, among an enlightened people. 
Hence it is that this rapid decline is going on, and if persisted in must 
end in dissolution, which we shall ever regret, and sincerely hope a 
change may come over the dream of the Old Lady, 



A Departure. 

We had hoped that nothing would occur to bring about a state of 
afibirs, that would, in any way, disturb the harmony that seemed likely 
to prevail between those engaged in like persuits ; — but we find that it 
ifl impossible to stay the raging flood and quiet jaring elements. The 
fiat has gone forth, <Ho dust thou shalt return ;" the Goda will it, and 
the assassin's knife is turned upon himself, he dies by his own hand. 
The future will open up the mystery, if any exists in the above ; mighty 
truth will claim her empire — the dead, as it were, will rise up in judg- 
ment, and testify against those who forget their allegiance and follow 
after a false God. The farce will soon be played out and then the 
monopolizing monster falls. 

The following communication was handed us by one whose veracity 

dare not be impeached, and as there was a special request to publish, 

we cannot but comply : 

Communicated. 
FACTS TO BE REMEMBERED. 

Harmony of the Faculty of the Ohio Medical College. 1st. In April 
last, Dr. Graham could not, consistent with his own self-respect, belong 
to a Faculty of which Dr. Blackman was a member.* 2d. On May 1st, 
1860, Drs. Wright and Graham did not speak. 3d. Dr. Graham has 
repeatedly stated that he could not be associated with W. W. Dawson 
MB a member of a Faculty. 

It is for students of medicine to judge of iTcxe ^oodi fe^\Yti^'Cii^\»'Oi.^^j^ 
result from snob a combination. 
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Introduoto&t Lbctit&ss, being the order of tbe day, we must give 
them some attentiooi or be considered selfisb. The General Introdue^ 
tor J to the coarse in the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery 
was delivered by Prof. B. S. Lawson, and was listened to by a larger 
number of studcEts- than was ever present on a similar occasioiii 
notwithstanding, the Lecture was delivered two weeks earlier than 
usual. 

In pointing out the course necessary for the studeut to pursue to 
place him in the front ranks of the profession, the Professor said: — 

'^Before you advance one step farther in this Temple, consecrated to the 
best interests of humanity, examine yourselves thoroughly in reference 
to the purposes of your mind on this important subject. Are you de- 
termined to do all that you can, in an honorable way, that will have t 
tendency to elevate the profession, and to dispel the clouds of error, by 
which it has been defaced, by the daring and ruthless hand of empiri- 
cism? Will you sacrifice pleasure and inglorious ease, that you may 
the more successfully prosecute your studies, and subserve the best 
interestd of suffering humanity? Do your hearts beat quicker and 
stronger than they were wont to do, under an unconquerable ambition 
to place, if by any possibility you can, the flag of scientific medicine in 
a more elevated position than it has ever yet occupied ? All who can 
answer these and similar questions in the affirmative, are thrice welcomed 
in their incipient efforts to become enrolled among the members of a 
most noble and valuable profession. 

But if. Gentlemen, ther« should be, unfortunately, those among you, 
who are fonder of pleasure than they are of study ; who prefer ease to 
the arduous pursuit of knowledge; who will not pledge themselves now 
and forever to keep aloof from the numberless resorts of dissipation, ever 
looming up within the range of their observation ; to all such I would 
unhestatingly say, go homey this is not the place for such a class of me^, 
nor is medicine the science which they should dare to prosecute. We 
have already too many, far too many, of such excrescences hanging on 
to our profession, and we would greatly prefer to see the amputating 
knife applied in relieving us of them, than to be the means of adding to 
the body any more of such material, which is both supremely detest- 
able as well as superlatively hurtful. Such men cannot but disappoint 
their friends and bring disgrace upon themselves and upon the healing 
art." 

We will not attempt to describe the evident feeling of pleasure 
that marked every countenance while the above remarks were being 
made, and that burst forth in loud applause at the conclusion of the 
sentence. 

The Professor next spoke of the requirements as set forth in the 

Announcement and the determination of the Faculty to adhere to them; 

he alluded to the rise and progress of the school ; its regulations and 

^ee tickets; to the ohjector and hia reasons-, all of which he refuted in 

an able manner, and laid t\ie gent\emaiL -u^^ou V>^^ ^V^\^ v.^ dr^. ^^ 

then spoke of the objects in view,m comiii^ \.o^^Oc.^x, ^^ ^^W^w. 
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" Gentlemen, we arc bere assembled from Tarions portions of the 
civilized world, and tbe object of our meeting is, to teacb and to be 
tangbt. The Professors will endeavor, faithfallj to teacb you the best 
known methods of preventing, caring and alleviating disease. It is no 
trifling or irresponsible task, to direct the nndiseiplined mind in the use 
of those materials, which, in their application tend to the restoration of 
health or to the destrnction of life. We willingly assume this respon- 
sibility, and if yon will give ns your undivided and faithful attention, 
we will in our respective departments, present to you the solid prinei- 

Eles of our profession, upon which, you may rear a superstructure, more 
Lsting than brass, and more valuable than gold. The mass may court 
the golden Goddess, and at her shrine exhaust all their devotion ^ but it 
will be our employnikent and chief delight, to offer our sacrifice and 
adoration in the temple of Science. This temple is always open, and 
the richest jewels afforded by earth, decorate her whole interior, and 
all who enter may receive a rich reward. It will be our object to direct 
TOur footsteps as you enter her sacred walls, and it will be yours to 
improve all the advantages presented." 

In speaking of the valuable discoveries in scientific medicine, he con- 
cluded thus: — 

'* You may be induced to infer that, the entire field of science 
has been explored, and that the precious jewels have all been 
appropriated by those who have preceded you. This is a very great 
mistake. As well may you suppose that the mighty depths of the ocean 
have been ploughed up and that man has become familiar with all that 
is therein, which can enlighten his mind or fill his soul with profound 
reverence for Him, who has written upon the surface of the mighty 
deep, that the hand that formed it is Divine : — as well conclude that the 
mountains have been riddled, and that every precious thing which they 
eontain, has been abstracted by man, and the chain of knowledge which 
they are capable of furnishing, has received its last link: — or leap madly 
and erroDcously at once, to the absurd conclusion, that the animal, vege- 
table and mineral kingdoms have all been exhausted, and there remains 
nothing more by which man's stock of knowledge can be increased." 

Iq conclusion Professor Lawson called attention to the various de- 
partments of the science of medicine, and alluded, briefly, to each as 
taught in the school — its relative importance ; — their magnitude when 
oombined, and the beauty and harmony of the superstructure thus reared 
upon a fbundation as lasting as the hills of time and as solid as the rock 
of ages ; and concluded in the following eloquent style : — 

'^The great improvements going on in our profession, seem to point 
us to better and happier days, therefore, Gentlemen, let me say to you, 
be not discouraged, the eagle of freedom may yet perch upon your ban- 
ner, and introduce you to an age, if not freed from, may nevertheless 
defy its ravages, on account of the reliable antidote, with which you 
Biay» with unerring certainty, neutralize its deadly venom and set the 
captive free. Labor on and labor ever ; and from ^qmt ^\^\. ^w\.\^\i.^^ 
into practice^ contest every inch of the tetritoiy o? \\i^ «L^ia[\Ti^\» ^\^^^^i«k 
Mnd death, and should you fail to accompViali tl^e V\^^%^ c:Jc?^^^\.o^ ^q|QX 
dmbitioB, 00 act, as to be buoyed up in the \aBt ^to-a^^^^ o^ «v^vtvw^ 
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nature, with the consoling reflectioo, tbat you Iiad, to the very best of 
your ability and means, discharged faithfully your duty.'' 



Braiihwait's Setrospect. 

An Epitome of Braithwail's Retrospect of Practical Medicine and Sur- 
gery. Containing a condensed summary of the most important cases; 
their treatment, and all the remedies and other useful matters em- 
braced in the forty volumes — the whole being alphabetically classified 
and supplied with an addenda, comprising a table of French weights 
and measures, reduced to English standard-^a iist of incompatible^^ 
explanation of the principal abbreviations ocelirring in the pharma- 
oentical formula — a vocabulary of Latin words inost'frequently used 
in prescriptions, and a copious index. In six parts. By Walter 
S. Wells, M. D., and for sale by Vent, Starr A^JJo;^ No. 6 West 
Fourth street, Cincinnati, 0. '" V ' 

We look upon the Epitome as one of the most importaat works now 
offered to the profession ; it is a condensed view of one of the best 
journals issued; besides the matter is so arranged as to render the ex- 
amination easy, and the intelligence complete. The author richly merits 
the thanks and general support of the profession, to which this work 
80 justly entitles him. The six numbers before us make an addition 
to our library of more than eighteen hundred pages^ each number con- 
taining over three hundred. 

The arrangement is complete, and enables us to gather the opinions 
of others in a very short time ; the binding will preserve the work an 
age in its present form, and should the purchaser desire it bound in larger 
volumes, there is special indexes for that purpose, as well as title pages ; 
let me advise the physician and student to call at No. 6^ West Fourth 
street, Cincinnati, and examine the work. 



Transactions of the State Medical Society of Indiana. 
The Eleventh Annual Session of this Society was held at Indian- 
apolis, May 17th and 18th, 1860. We have but now received a copy of 
the Transactions. Like those of our own State, they lack the most 
important part of the proceedings — a synopsis of the debates; surely 
this is all wrong ; it destroys the interest that would otherwise be taken 
in State Societies, and we lose the many valuable opinions, remarks and 
suggestions, that are only presented in this way ; by which we are en- 
abled, also, to determine the rca/ strength and ability of the profession. 
A question is sprung — an opinion advanced, and a report read, all new 
in their present form, and sometimes very objectionable to a portion of 
the members ; herd then arises a discussion in which the talent and ea^pe- 
rienee of gentlemen is meaauied *,itw\\\\>el\ie\x cstitx^^^t tSv^^have been 
taken bj surprise, and have nol'iiadWme \o boTTow ^\.x^Ti\fi^v\^sA.5iwti^ 
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sequently original and important matter is presented, that can be 
brotight forward in no other way. 

It is true we hare many able reporU printed ; we are also told that "a 
lamff and interesting discussion took place after their reading" ; now all 
ihia interesting matter is lost, some of it, no doubt, of more real impor* 
iance than the report itself. It may be claimed that much is said that 
is wholly irrelevant and some nonsensical ; this may be, but must we 
lose the gold because it is mixed with a useless material ? surely not ; 
besidesi if gentlemen's speeches were reported, they would be exceed* 
ingly cautious, and would have them substantiated by the accumulated 
wisdom of the past— enriched with the experience of the present — and 
adorned by a prophetic vision of the future. 

Why is it that the Statesman takes high rank in the nation ? It is 
because his gpeeehes are reported and sent forth to the people in every 
form. Why is it that the warrior stands before the world the feared^ the 
iidmiredf and sometimes the worshipped of a nation? It is because his 
deeds of ^^nohle daring " are sent, by the swift winged messenger and 
the press, to every nation in every tongue. Now let us suppose that all 
these great speeches and deeds of nohle daring were kept within the 
domain of their respective achievement — no historical evidence — no 
recorded facts — and nothing but a simple report of the meeting of Con* 
gross, containing the reports of some committee or other, made up in 
a cool, calculating and prosy style, and where stands our statesman ? 
The warrior's deeds are placed in the same neglected situation — no 
knowledge of his doings — no argument to sustain his^cause — no fire to 
warm up the patriotism of the people, his profession becomes a thing 
of necessity, is followed for gain only, and sinks to a level with any 
other trade or occupation — having nothing enchanting or glorious in it,: 

Db. Brower's Report on the Progress of Medicine, it seems, brought 
on an interesting discussion of nearly two hours ; no other notice of the 
debate. 

Da. Fishbaok's Report on Medical Education was deemed of such im- 
portance that the discussion was deferred to second day, taken up,* 
discussed, and there was an end to all but the report itself, in which 
we see the Doctor has adopted the word improvement for reform^ which 
appeared so often in the report of last year ; we are glad to see this ; 
as we think, professionally, the word Reform is even more objectionable 
ihan that of Eclectic — that it is a mere common prostittUe, 

Db. Wetherill's paper on Artificial Lactation^ caused an interesting 
djtetimon, and, 'Hhe thanks of the society were presented to the author"-— 
BOt one word of the discussion notwithstanding its great interest, 

Db. Haughton's Report on i>^ArAeria waa a\ao &\^Q\x^<e^\^%.\A^^^ 

ihoiigh^ »t the very time the Report was undax coTia\&et^V»\o%^V^[i^^^%»b3lA 

prefMUedia different eectiouB of the countr^) i^ui. no ftiOTjXiXi ik^^ A 
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viial importancd was said npon ike sabj^ct, »nd yet all was doomed to 
one common fate. Other important RtporU were read a&d some Ttsoh^ 
tioni were offered and printed, and not even an intimation of tkeir 
discussion, thongb we hare reason to belioTe there was aome partienlarij 
on the Resolutumt that aocompined the Report on MedietH Educatum 
the first was rejected the second adopted. Here they are, we allow Hm 
reader to judge of the probabilities. 

Resolvedy That a committee of five be appointed to prepare and present 
to the next Legislature a bill for the protection of the communitj 
against ignorances, incompetancj and carelessness of practitioners of 
Medicine and Surgery. 

Retolved^ That every member of this Society be urged to endeavor to 
maintain the standard of preliminary education recommended by the' 
American Medical Associaiion in 1847. 

Will you read that first Resolution over again, we pauae to give yoa 
time. ^'Weir* gentle reader, do you think that resolution would not 
call up;^disous8ion, or did the society reject it without, as too palpably 
absurd to merit discussion? We would not be surprised if sueb was the 
fact, and if so, withdraw the complaint entered against the minutes. If 
that resolution had appointed a committee of five to petition the Leg- 
islator to pass an act to protect the Phjfseian and Sur^^eon against the 
it/noranee, incompetency and cmrelessneu of the eommwuityy it would have 
been hailed as tentihle] and no one could suppose that it originated in 
the brain of some poor Doctor, that had a general quarrel with, or some 
special spite at, the whole brotherhood; as it is, the case looks exceed* 
ingly fm^hid and we are satisfied the society diapioted correctly and 
acted promptly. 

The second resolution no doubt passed by acclamation, and we can 
only regret that it was coupled with one so inconsiderate and objection'* 
able, however, we recommend it to the favorable conaideration of our 
readers, and hope all will act in accordance with these suggestions. 

Dr. West, offered the following Resolutions^ which we also recom* 
mend to the profession, they contain the sptrd of our code, so far as they 
go, so much so indeed, that when the one is violated the other must be 
disregarded. 

Resolved^ That it is inconsistent with the spirit of our oonstitution, 
code of Ethics, and with good professional standing, for members of 
this Society to consult with irregular doctors of any kind, or under any 
circumstances, or with such regular physicians as do so. 

Resolved^ That it the duty of the committee on Ethics to take eognis- 
ance of all Motions of this principle by members of this Society, coming 
to their notice in writing. 

We regret that we have not room in the present number for some of 
ibe excellent Reports that were read before the society, will give them 
ia our next The society mee^a ag|dku» tit ludiaAa^lia the third Tuei* 
rf«7 of Ma J, 1861, at 3, P- M, 
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MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS & SELECTIONS. 



Pbof. B. S. Lawson. 

Dear Sir : At a meeting of the Students of the Cincinnati College of 
Medicine and Surgery, held in the College building, Feb. 16, I860, it was 
unanimously resolred that a Committee of three be appointed to Wait upon 
you, and in behalf of the class solicit a copy of your estimable Taledictory 
address, for publication in the Cincinnati Medical and Surgical News. 

The undersigned, said Committee, in behalf of the class, theiefore, 
respectfully solicit you to gratify them with a copy of said address for 
publication. 

R. C. S. Reid, ^ 

£. M. HowuLND* ^ CommiUe$. 



J. B. OWSBST. 



1 



Gbnti^mbn : My yaledictory address is at your disposal, a copy of which 
is hereby presented. Very respecilully, yours, «kc. 

B. S. Lawson. 
Messers R. C. S. Rno, ^ 

E. M. HowLAND, > Committee, 

J. B. OWSBXT. J 

* Valedictory Address. 

To ike 'Siudenti of Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgerjf, 

By Prof. B. S. Lawson, M. D. 

Gentlemen : Our course of lectures terminates to-day, and such oc- 
casions are always productive, both of sadness and of joy. We all feel sad 
at the thought o( breaking up those pleasant relations which have bound 
us together during the last four months, but you rejoice in anticipation of 
ihe early hour, when you shall be re-united with the loved ones at home, 
and we are pleased with the termination of the arduous and responsible 
duties of giving instruction in that science, whose objects are the relief of 
human Buflferiog, the cure of disease and the lengthening of human life to 
its longest possible duration. On no former occasion have I felt tciot^ %ftA: 
in saymg to a class &rewell, than I do upon i\xQ px^^^iA. Xq^t ^\i^^* 
13 
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manly b»l:ivi"r, :iiul faitlifulnofss in tl:ft dist-harg** of the arduous taak o^ 
ati^'ndnr.c^ ii]><>ii t]io instru(.(i"n nr.d (I <^' mo nst rations of the professors 
diirinif th^ s*'<si«»ii now l)«'ingclo«od, must from necessity claim the respect 
and ndniiraiioii of cwry member of the Faculty. Patent and industrious 
inv('StiL^atii)i) has marked your coursr*. ahd in your examinations, you hare 
^ivf'U indubitable evidence of faithfulness in the employment of your 
time. 1 fe*;] assured tliat, in trimming tli^ midnight lamp, you honestly 
drtorminf'd to cloee your pupilage* wilh all the honor to be attained by 
industry and persoverance, iiut the daily task, the nocturnal vigil, have 
ofi«-n discouraged you, and for the moment the hccompli{>hment of your 
desires seemed almost beyond the bounds of possibility • But despite 
discouragement and threatening storms, like men, you arose from your 
chair of despondency, with a resolute determination to pursue your 
fnurse, until the praiseworthy object of your ambition should have been 
attained. It certainly rcMpiires gri*at z«al and determination of purpose, 
to spend months and years, in undivided attention to the investigation of 
a subject so boundless and diflicult, as is the science of medicine. 
The ultimate object of your pursuits, to i\ very great degree, depends 
entirely upon your own exertions, and if you continue, as you have begun, 
there is every reason to believe, that in old a<je you will be laden with 
both the emoluments and honor of the profession. , 

You have entered a profession, the majority of whose members are 
inadequately educated, both in a literary and scientific point of view. It 
is your duty not to increase this majority, and it certainly should be 
your ambition to enrol yourselves among the respectable minority : — 
respectable, on account of their high attainments in many departments of 
learning : you should place your standard high, and determine on reach- 
ing it. You will be very apt to select some one as an object of imitation, 
and upon this selection, to a very great extent, will you be indebted for 
the character which will be subsequently formed. This is characteristic 
of human nature, for we instinctively imitate some one. If our model be 
from among the poor in professional attainments, we may ne^^r expect 
more than to fill the measure of our own selection. Let your model be 
from among the learned, the industrious, and the ambitious. Let your 
motto be, ** Cccsar ctU niliW In the truthful language of Prof. Drake, 
** If you do not open your eyes to the lethargy into which so many of our 
brethren have sunk ; if you do not cherish a livelier and purer taste for 
accurate learning than theirs ; if you do not feel ashamed of gross illiter- 
acy, superficial science, intellectual indolence, ant^ contented medio- 
crity, you are ruined. I beseech you. Gentlemen, to form a re- 
solution — now, at this moment, — that you will not add to the number 
of those who drag down our beloved profession, but of those who 
are toiling to raise it into the pure, upper regions of truth and 
beauty." To carry out successfully this resolution, will require 
much reading and observation. Resolve upon making daily addi- 
tions to your already accumulated professional knowledge. It is 
very difficult, if not impossible, for a physician to pursue his studies 
systematically in reference to time, but every one may devote a part 
of each day for reading, when no professional engagement shall pre- 
vent. Close communion with our best authors, will make you familiar 
with the phenomena of disease, and with the most approved and success- 
ful practice. Now, when you are just about entering upon the practice 
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of your profession, you can scarcely have acquired more than its elements. 
You have been employed in laying the foundation, upon which, in the 
fViture the superstructure is to be reared ; and I trust that that founda- 
tion is both wide and deep, and that each of you may erect upon it a 
monument that shall hand'down your names to future generations, on the 
tablet of which are indelibly engraven the names of the great and distin- 
guished men, by whose noble efforts the sciencfe of medicine has been 
classed among the most learned professions. When your hours of study 
are trenched upon by professional engagements, supply the loss, as far as 
practicable, by the sacrifice of pleasure. The study of medicine makes 
a peculiar demand upon the most energetic and persevering use of our 
best faculties, both of body and mind. I beseech you. Gentlemen, yield 
to this demand, for there is not to be founds on the face of the earth, a 
nobler spectacle, than that of a national being, devoting himself with 
patient, earnest perseverance, to the cultivation of his physical and mental 
powers, that they may be employed in the discharge of duty. Toil on ; 
De not weary in the exercise of the powers and opportunities which are 
given you for use,-^let none of them run to waste ; for to be indolent, is 
to be ungrateful. Whilst in the conscious performance of duty, you will 
be content ; and in blessing others, you will be blest. 

Before leaving the subject of systematic study, permit me. Gentlemen^ 
to recommend to you the faithful and prayerful perusal of the word of 
God. From the light of nature, and the exercise of our. own reason, we 
obtain irresistible proofs of the divine benevolence, and that God made 
man to make him happy : or, to express it more clearly, that human hap- 
piness is the will of God. We hold this proposition to be true, but at 
the same time, affirm, that he has willed it to be attained by a course of 
virtue. In the language of the learned and excellent Dr. Good, ** God is 
the author, happiness the end, and virtue the means." We will not stop 
here to argue this question, but take it as an acknowledged fact, and 
further add, that, inasmuch as the divine Being has benevolently willed 
the happiness of man, and made virtue the medium of that happiness, 
that therefore, upon the same principle of benevolence, he should have 
declared his will more openly than through the mere inferences of nature ; 
and we affirm that, what, as our God, and as our Greater, he ought to 
have done, he has actually accomplised. He has declared His will in the 
book, called the Bible, which is the oldest, as well as the best book, 
owned by a son or daughter of Adara. It is nothing more nor less than 
His written law to the sons of men, and He has enforced it by the 
strongest sanations to which the mind of man can be opened, not only 
by his best chance of happiness here, but by all his hopes and expecta- 
tions of happiness hereafter. Thus has he completed the code of 
human obligations, by adding to the duties which we owe to our neigh- 
bor and to ourselves, an unmistakable statement of those we owe to 
Himself. It is this divine volume, Gentlemen, laden with such invalu- 
able treasures, that we ask you to read, to study. An acquaintance with 
its contents, and an obedience to its commands, will lighten the burdens 
and increase the joys of your professional life. 

I will present the following facts as an apology for thus earnestly 
recommending to you the study of the divine volume. "Sir W. Jones, a 
most accomplished scholar, who had made himself acquainted with eight 
and twenty languages, has left it on record, that ?\.m\<jL^\. ^ V\^^Nix^N2k>xs.. 
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the study of the Sacred volume had been his constant habit. Sir Isaac 
Newton, the 'greatest of mathematicians, was. a diligent student of the 
Bible. Mr. Locke, a man of distinguished acutenesa in the study of 
the human mind, wrote to recommend the study of the New Testament, as 
having " God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, unmixed with 
error, for its matter." MilioD, the greatest of poets, evidently had his 
mind most deeply imbued with the study of the word of God. Boerhaave, 
eminent as a natural philosopher, spent ' the first hour of every day in 
meditation on the sacred pages. Here, do man can say that he has not 
leisure ; a most beneficent institution of our Creator has given us, for this 
duty, a seventli part of our time, one day in every week, one whole year 
out of every seven." Buller's EKnis on the Pursuit of General Knovjledge. 
The responsibilities of the profession should be seriously considered by 
every one previous to entermg upon the practice. It is not to be con- 
templated as a mercantile transaction, in which he is considered the most 
honorable, who accumulates the greatest amount of money, or who makes 
the greatest show in the fashionable world. Our calling is one of far 
greater obligations, and its mission, more humane and exalted. The sick 
room is the theatre of our action, disease in its ever varying form, is the 
foe with which we contend, and health or death puts an end to the con- 
flict. How often do we see the beam of life and death so nearly balanced, 
that it turns, according to the more or less of skill that can be cast into 
the scale of life. If we could distinctly perceive all the issues that are 
involved ii the life or death of any man, the anxiety of ignorance, at such a 
time, would be intolerable. On such an occasion, the issues and respon- 
sibilities are manifold, affecting not alone the fate of the sufferer (though 
that may be the most important consequence of all,) but also the condition 
and prospects of all those who depend upon his labors for the things 
which are necessary for their earthly comfort and enjoyment. And now, 
that all is permitted to depend upon the skill of one man, conceive that 
one man to be yourself: what would be your remorse, if, when in their 
confusion and distress they look to you, you feel as helpless as themselves, 
utterly unworthy of the confidence with which they still lean on you, 
your hand paralyzed by the fear of ignorance, your mind confused in that 
half-knowledge, whose glimmerings only show that more skill might save 
the dying man. Yet this must be the remorse of every one who will 
neglect t^e study of his profession, and yet dare to undertake its responsi- 
bilities. I cannot. Gentlemen, conceive of any boldness greater than that, 
which would cause a man to assume a charge of such immense interest, 
when from the neglect of the study of his profession, he had rendered 
himself inadequate to the faithful discharge of the duties now devolving 
upon him ; nor is their a more praiseworthy ambition, than that 
which strives to emulate the acquirements of those who are daily occupied 
in giving safe guidance through the perilous passages of disease, and who, 
in all these various difficulties and dangers, can act with the energy and 
calmness that are the just property of knowledge. Such, gentlemen, is a 
feeble, very feeble allusion, to the responsibilities of our noble profession. 
Suppose, however, that under the circumstances which have so severely 
tested your professional attainments, you should prove yourself every way 
qualified for the task, and that through your skill, the scale of life should 
preponderate, what joy can equal that which fills your soul, when you 
see the crystal tears of gratitude chasing each other in quick succession 
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down tli^ cheeks of the rejoicing friends, and hear lhe"expressions of praise 
and •gratitude for their deliverer in time of peril gash warm from the 
inmost recess of their souls ? 

Piety in a physician is certainly most praiseworthy as well as most 
lorely. Men possessed of high literary and professional attainments, 
and who have superadded, the still higher character of sincere and con- 
sistent christian philosophers, do honor to the profession of medicine. 
Piety was exhibited by Dr. Good in his intercourse with his patients; **for 
in prescribing for an intricate disease, he was in the habit of praying for 
Divine direction ; or administering a medicine himself, he was known 
frequently to utter a short ejaculatory prayer ; and, in cases where a fatal 
issue was inevitable, he most scrupulously avoided the cruel* delusion 
too common on such occasions, and with the utmost delicacy and feeling, 
announced his apprehensions." 

Aft an evidence of his devotional character, I will take the liberty of 
presenting you the following, bearing date July 27th, 1823, as worthy all 
commendation. 

** Form of Prayer. 

Which I propose to use, among others, every morning, so long as it may 
please God that I shall continue in the exercise of my profession, and 
which is here copied out, not so much to assist my own memory, as to 
give a hint to many who may perhaps feel thankful for it when I am re- 
moved to a state where personal vanity can have no access, and the opin- 
ion of the world can be no longer of any importance. I should wish it 
to close the subsequent editions of my " Study of Medicine." 

'* O thou great Bestower of heatlth and comfort ! grant thy blessing 
upon the professional duties in which this day I may engage. Give me 
judgment to discern disease, and skill to treat it, and crown with thy 
favor the means that may be devised for recovery ; for, with thine assist- 
ance, the humblest instrument may succed, as, without it, the ablest 
must prove unavailing. 

"Save me from all sordid motives ; and endow nle with a spirit of pity 
and liberality towards the poor, and of tenderness and sympathy towards 
all ; that I may enter into the various feelings by which they are respec- 
tively tried ; may weep with those who weep, and rejoice with those that 
rejoice. 

'* And sanctify thou their souls, as well as heal their bodies. Let faith 
and patience, and every christian virtue they are called upon to exercise, 
have their perfect work ; so that in the gracious dealings of thy spirit 
and of thy providence, they may find in the end, whatever that end may 
be, that it has been good for them to have been afflicted. 

" Grant this, heavenly Father, for the love of that adorable Redeem- 
er, who, while on earth, went about doing good, and now ever liveth to 
make intercession for us in heaven, Amen. How noble and excellent 
does it appear in a man of such literary and scientific attainments as was 
Dr. Good, to see him humbly acknowledge in word and deed the super- 
intending providence of the great — the eternal God. How contemptibly 
insignificant does the profane, blaspheming, infidel physician appear, when 
contrasted with such men as Boerhaave, Haller, Mead, Hush, Godman, 
Good, etc. etc.* These latter. Gentlemen, are the specimens which I would, 
present to you as worthy of your imitation, and. as \o\l ^vi^vc^ ^<i^^i.^ ^\A 
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a good conecience whilst here on earth, and a happy and peaceful termi- 
nation of your earthly career, I exhort you to walk as they walked — in 
close communion with their God while in the daily performance of the 
man)' and arduous duties which devolved upon them. « 

Your profession. Gentlemen, is one of great activity and calls for con- 
stant employment of both body and mind. If you would gain a respect- 
able position on the hill of science, it must be done by grOAt industry and 
perseverance. You must undertake much, if you would accomplish 
much. With great energy, and established habits of order amd activity, 
you may perform an amount of both mental and^ physical labor, which 
under other circumstances would appear impracticable, and would, in 
truth, be impossible. It is impossible for a man to know how much he 
can do, until he tries, or how much his mind and body can endure, until 
he puts them to the test. The late Dr. E. D. Clarke, said, "I have 
lived to know the great secret of human happiness is this, — never suffer 
your energies to stagnate. The old adage of ** too many irons in the fire" 
conveys an abominable lie. You cannot have too many ; poker, tongs, 
and all — keep them all going." Instead of having too many irons iu the 
fire, the greatest danger to be apprehended is, that you will have no fire 
kindled on the altar of literature or science in which to put a single iron, 
^- In my judgment it is better to have some burnt, than that none should 
be heated so as to be useful. By observing Mr. Mason's ** Rules for 
Students," viz : that for eminence and success in literary pursuit, ** five 
things are necessary, viz : a proper distribution and management of his 
time ; a right method of reading to advantage ; the order and regulation 
of his studies ; the proper way of collecting and preserving useful senti- 
ments from books and conversation ; and the improvement of Lis thoughts 
when alone." Perseverance in practising these rules must cause you to 
excel, and make you eminent in all that you undertake. ** In these five 
particulars it is said that Dr. Good greatly excelled; and that his emi- 
nence as a scholar, philosopher, linguist and physician was, no doubt, the 
result of his perseverance in practising them, rather than of any extra- 
ordinary originality of genius, or splendid endowments of nature. From 
the following extract, you may form some idea of the variety of occupa- 
tions in which he was engaged, as well as of his splendid literary and 
professional acquirements. 

** Hence we find him at one and the same time engaged in acquiring 
several distinct languages ; translating largely from others ; editing and 
sustaining reviews ; contributing to other periodicals on various and dis- 
tinct branches of polite literature ; preparing for the press original works ; 
enriching his common -place book with " elegant extracts,'* the result of 
his immense reading, besides daily performing the arduous duties of a 
general practitioner, to an extent of which many would have complained, 
though they had no other occupation ; and which thousands make a suf- 
ficient apology for neglecting to read even the professional improvements 
of their own time. His great work, *' The Study of Medicine," the 
British Medical Reviews pronounce *' beyond all comparison the best of 
the kind in the English language," and its author, *'one who could de- 
vour whole libraries." 

Such, Gentlemen, is the character which I would select as a model 

worthy of your imitation, and if you will follow it to some good degree, 

you cannot but be an omameut to your profession and to all the relations 
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jpa^sustiun in life. You hive seiecied & ^eld of liibor, ia which tou maj 
perenniailr leap a rich b&rves:, and bj ti^e fnithfiil cnliiT&tion of wnich» 
yoa maj laj up tp&asnre, whi jd will ik>i odiT crown toot own beads wiib 
honor, bui will eDtwiDeark>imd ihe brow of science an immortal amaranih 
— ^ihe flower which cerer wiiLers. 

Oars, Gentlemen, is a lime honored profession, a science coeral with 
ihe race of man. The great philosopher, Plato, who presided over the 
Aoademj of Athens, and died a; lae age of eighty-one, aboat three hun- 
dred and fortj years before the Christian Era, says, " a good physician 
is only second to God himself.'' The Athenians gave evidence of their 
elevated conception of the science of medicine, in the fact, that slaves 
and women were prohibiied the study of physic. Who are Athenians 
now ? Cicero, the orator, three hundred years later, uses this significant 
language, '* nothing brings men nearer the Gods than by giving health 
to their fellow creatures." •* When three thousand year* ago, Machaeon 
was woondel by Paris at the siege of Troy, the whole Grecian army 
showed an interest in his recovery. Even Achilles, brooding over his 
wrongs in sullen retirement," 

*' His fnend, Macbscii, singled from the rest, 
A tr&nsicEit pity touched hi* vengeful breast." 

And accordingly he sent Pairoclus to enquire after the " wounded off- 
spring of the healing god/' then under the protection of the experienced 
Nestor, who observes 

** A wise physician, gkiliei onr wounds to heal. 
Is more than annies t^jthc public weal.*' 

The contributions made to literature and science have placed the pro- 
fe^ion in a high positiijn before their fellow men. The learned Parr 
says, " I have long been in the habit of reading on medical subjects, and 
the great advantages I have derived from this circumstance is, that I have 
found opportunities for conversation and friendship with a class of men, 
with whom, after a long and attentive survey of literary characters, I 
hold to be the most enlightened professional persons in the whole circle of 
human arts and sciences." Hear what Pope says, " there is no end of 
my kind treatment from the Faculty. They are in general the most am- 
iable companions, and the best friends, as well as tlie most learned men, I 
know." Listen to what the author of Rasselas says, ** I believe every 
man has found in physicians great liberality and dignity of sentiment ; 
very prompt effusions of beneficence, and willingness to exert a lucrative 
art,'where there is no hope of lucre." This is. Gentlemen, praise of the 
highest character, and it is as richly deserved, as it is apparently extava- 
gant. It is now no uncommon thing to hear our profession decryed — 
to hear it called a poor profession, a degraded profession ; but, as observes 
the learned Williams, ** poor it may be, slighted it may be, but degraded 
it cannot, shall not be, so long as its foundation is science, and its end 
the good of mankind." 

With such proof (and a vast amount more of the same kind might be 
adduced if necessary) of the high estimation in which our science has 
always been held, I hope, gentlemen, that you will be stimulated to make 
yourselves honorable members of the profession, and by your words and 
actions ever labor to sustain the character which it has had from the 
time that the first page of its history was written, down to the present 
moment. 
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Lavish as inanl[ind has been in encomiums on the members composing 
the medical fraternity, still we have by no means escaped the tongue of 
slander and bitter reproach. Look at the immortal Harvey, immortal 
for having discoverea the circulation of the blood ; was he not treated 
with contumely, and often with ridicule? This, however, is true in 
regard to almost all who are so fortunate as to outstrip their cotempo- 
raries in search after truth. Harrey, we are told, lost his practice on 
account of his discovery ; bnt his name outlived his day, and he placed 
upon the brow of our profession a wreath of honor, which time can 
never cause to wither. An eloquent writer, in the 94th number of the 
Eldinburgh Review, when advening to the treatment of Harvey, observes 
that the discoverer of the circulation of the blood — a discovery which , 
if measured by its consequences on physiology and medicine, was the 
greatest ever made since physic was cultivated — suffers no diminution 
of his reputation in our day, from the incredulity with which his doctrine 
was received by some, the effrontery with which it was claimed by 
others, or the knavery with which it was attributed to former physiolo- 
gists, by those who could not deny, and would not praise it. The very 
names of these envious and dishonest enemies of Harvey are scarcely 
remembered ; and the honor of this great discovery now rests, beyond 
all dispute, with the great philosopher who made it. 

Again, observe the history of Edward Jenner, of England, to whom 
the world is, and will eternally be, indebted for his discovery of racci- 
nation as a preventive of smallpox — a discovery most interesting to 
medical science, and full to overflowing with benefits to mankind. " In 
the commencement, he had to encounter difficulties, and to resist vari- 
ous attempts, open and disguised, to despoil him of his well earned 
laurels." 

After he became " entirely satisfied of the accuracy of his conclusions, 
he resolved to lay them before the public through the Transactions of the 
Royal Society of London. That learned body, however, placed such 
slender confidence in his representations, so extraordinary did they appear 
— that his paper was returned, with a friendly admonition to withhold it 
from the press, lest it should injure his reputation. Happily, the advice 
was not followed, and in 1798, he published his great discovery." From 
this period, vaccination came progressively to be diffused throughout 
the civilized world, meeting, in different countries, various degrees of 
resistance, according to the extent of prejudice against it, or the ineffici- 
ency in its behalf. 

More at home, however, than elsewhere, was it assailed by vulgar or 
illiberal abuse, prettv much in the mode previously pursued in regard to 
inoculation. Conspicuous among the anti-vaccinists was Mosely, advan- 
tageously known by his writings on tropical diseases, whose hostility 
amounted to fanaticism. Determined in his opposition from the first to 
the practice, he ultimately issued a small tract on the subject, in which, 
amidst other extravagant absurdities, he ventured the prediction that, " by 
the influence of bestial humors, imparted in the process, the human form 
divine would become degenerate, and another brood of Minotaurs 
produced." 

** Semibovemque virura, semivirumque bovem." 

In these two cases, we have illustrated the great achievements for 
which medical men in all ages have been remarkable, and likewise, the 
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reoepdon with which their discoreries have heen met. Such men never 
yield to opposition, bus with a love of truth and acienee uppermost in 
their souls, thej tearlesslr risk reputaiion, friends and fortune. Go, thou. 
Gentlemen, and do likewise. ' 

The science of medicine affords ample scope for the full development 
of the whole man — bodv, soul and spirit. All his energies mar be ac- 
tiyelj and incessantly imployed in exploricg the richness of iis gems, 
and the longest life time is far too short to fathom its mighty depths or 
reach its dizzy heights. No one need fear to enter into this field lest there 
should not be ample scope for the constant and profitable employment of 
all his ^ulties. In reference to our knowledge of all the natural scien- 
ces; we are as yet but i» children playing with pebbles on the ocean's vast 
and boundless shores. The development of a new truth only opens an 
ayenue to another and another, and so on to an endless number and va- 
riety. How long was the profession in utter ignorance in reference to the 
circulation of the blood, and after that fact was demonstrated, what a 
field was at once opened to the anatomist and physiologist. How has 
our science been enriched by this single discovery, and yet how much 
remains to be developed before the anatomist and physiologist can fold 
their arms in rest, because there is no more unknown in their respective 
departments. What a field for delightful and valuable investigation is 
opened to the diligent student in the single department of natural history. 
Mineralogy and geology are yet in their infancy, and have not been ne- 
glected, but the untiring zeal of the profession has very greatly assisted 
the human mind to advance in the road of philosophic investigation, and 
useful discoveries. The investigation of zoology, comparative anatomy 
and physiology, have contributed very largely to the elucidation of the 
arrangements and functions of man's organization, and the sum of our 
knowledge on this important subject, is due to tlie intelligence and untir- 
ing zeal of members of our noble and dignified profession. In the sin- 
gle department of cerebral anatomy and physiology, what an exhausrless 
and incalculable amount of useful matter has been spread, by the liberal 
hand of science, before the ever-anxious and restless enquirers after 
truth. Though the discoveries of Drs. Gall and Spurzheim have been 
designated " the vagaries and whimsicalities of phrenology," I hesitate 
not to express it as my firm conviction, that their labors have shed more 
light on the science of mental philosophy, than all that had been done 
before them. Previous to their discoveries, how dark and unsatisfactory 
was this field, called metaphysics 1 Were there no vagaries and whim- 
sicalities within its borders ? yea, verily, if any where, they were to be 
found, here more ; and if confusion doubly confounded is in any depart- 
ment of scientific research to be found, it is in the department called 
metaphysics. Whether phrenology be false or true, I stop not here to 
enquire, but I hesitate not to express it as my firm con vie lion, that it 
will ultimately do more to improve our system of education, than any- 
thing heretofore brought to bear upon this most important of all subjects. 
To these, and kindred subjects, Gentlemen, I call your attention, not 
for the purpose of discussing any one of them, but rather to lay before 
you the mighty themes upon which medical men have been, and now ar<*, 
doYOting their time and talents; and though so mio ) of both has b ea 
thus faithfully and zealously devoted, yet not one subject has as yet been 
exhausted or perfected; but science and humanity still cry siV^^^L \ft >Q>Si 
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all tv fiuier the field, aad carry on the noble work, committed to our 
Lifi !s by our worthy and untiring predecessors and co-laborers. To 
witiil.'^li our humble efforts will be disgraceful to us as men of science, 
an 1 ungrateful to Him, who has so ncbly endowed us with faculties 
capable of succesafuUy interrogating nature and drawing from her inex- 
haustible resources the means of richest blessings to mankind, and 
unan^W'^rabl*^ arguments in bdiialf of His mighty power and unspeakable 
goodness. 

You are, Oentlemen, enroled among working-men ; you have assumed 
an arduous but honorable uadertaking. No profession is so tasked, as is 
yours, none comprehend so extensive a field, and none has so litUe time 
to devote to idleness and ease. Even your recreations should be made 
subservient to the advancement of your noble science. This is no place 
for fl rones though now and again one will creep in, but he will ever feel 
mean, when he reflects that he is living upon the food prepaired by the in- 
dustrious and persevering. There are parasites in the vegetable and animal 
kingdoms, and there are also parasites attaching themselves to the medical 
body, and subsisting at its expense, but as the pediciUus kvmanus corporis 
is disguaiting and annoying to the human body, and is gotten rid of as 
soon as it can be done, so ought these pediculi medicL corporis, be 
mechanically dislodged or poisoned with some highly medicated ointment. 
The road up the hill of science, is not a smooth unbroken plane, but is 
ruggiid and steep, now and then beset with almost impassable cliffs, and 
to bo ascended only by the industrious and persevering. However 
arduous the undertaking may' appear, rest assured that it is not imprac- 
ticable. You must work, and work hard and work constantly, if you 
would reach the far distant peak of honorable distinction. Be not dis- 
heartened by difficulties, for whatever may have been surmounted by 
others, may bo surmounted by you, provided you employ the same means 
used by them. 

No one step in life is more difficult than the next, and one being made, 
you are better prepared to make another, and each one is bringing you 
nearer to the wished for goal. It has been truly said by some one, that 
effort is the price of success in every department of human action. From 
the attainment of rudimental knowledge, to the salvation of the soul, 
every step in progress is made by undaunted toil. The boy drones over 
his book, a slave to listless laziness, thereby securing to himself a place at 
the foot of society. The Christian, who, like Bunyan's Timorous Mis- 
trust, flees at the voice of lions, is undono. The man who shrinks from 
difficulty in his business or profession, who refuses to climb because the 
rock is sharp and the way steep, must make up his mind to slide back, 
and to lie in the shadows below, while others use him as a stepping stone 
to their own rising. For th s (such is the constitution of society) there 
is no help. The poet wrote truly, who said — 

" Thou must either soar or stoop. 
Fall or triumph, stand or droop, 
Thou must either serve or govern ; 
Must be slave or must be sovereign. 
Must, in fact, he block or wedge. 
Must be anvil or be sledge." 

To shake off an indolent spirit, or stir one's self to exertion, to reach 
consUiu])' upward, to struggle with a firm foothold on the most slippery 
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places, to wrestle maD fully, even when principalities and powers are ou^ 
foes, to refuse submission to any evils, however frowning, are condition^ 
we must either fulfil or sink to littleness, to uselessness — perchance to 
ruin. Therefoire, with a brave heart and unconquerable spirit, every man 
should address himself to the work of the day ; striving with pure views 
and religious trust for an increase of his talent', and for a victory, which 
shall enable him to stand unabashed in the last dav. He who strives, 
need fear no &tilure. His triumph, though delayed for a time, shall come 
at last. 

Need I, Gentlemen, say more, in order to stimulate you to a faithful 
performance of the arduous and responsible duties in which you are 
about to engage ? Can it be necessary for me to admonish you to keep 
yourself aloof from the gambler's retreats, from the tippling-shops and 
the thousand and one sinks of dissipation, into which the incautious and 
unsuspecting are so likely to be engulphed ? Gentlemen, may I hope 
not? — may I be assured, that your moral character is too well established 
ever to be enticed into those meshes, woven and set for the destruc- 
tion of just such persons as you are ? — the youth of our land, the pride 
of their friends, and the hope of our rountry. Yield not to the first temp- 
tation to stray from the path of virtue, for by so doing you will maintain 
the purity of your youth, and thus enjoy unalloyed bliss, growing out 
of a consciousness of being faithful in the discharge of all the moral obli- 
gations, under which our Father in Heaven has placed all His intelligent 
and accountable creatures. 

Gentlemen, you are now on the eve of your departure to your respective 
homes, there to be greeted by the smiles and caresses of your friends, and 
the kind salutations of your neighbors. Before bidding you farewtll, permit 
me to caution you against ever}* thing thai is dishonorable and unprofession- 
al in the practice of your noble calling. How fearful is the responsibility 
involved in so sacred a trust. The issues of life and death will be in 
your hands. Ties of deaiest affeciion may be severed by ignorance, 
negligence or rash presumption. A conscientious appreciation of your 
obliglition, to yourself, to your fellow man and to your God, will direct 
you in the avoidance of these and every other disqualification. Give 
your time and talents conscientiously to the study aiid practice of your 
profession. In time of peace, make abundant preparation for war : — in 
other words, when it is healthy, lay up, by close study, that information 
which will enable you successfully to attack disease. When called to a 
case of great and imminent danger, it is too late to call for Dick to bring 
you your books. For the want of them, or the information they contain, 
you may be the means of sending your patient to an untimely grave. 
Suffer not yourselves ever to be satisfied with present attainments. 
Remember that; 

" A littlo learning is a danff-rous thing. 
Drink deep, or drink not. of the Pitrian spring ; 
For shallow dranerhts intoxicate the brain. 
And drinking largely, sobf-rs us again." 

With an eager zeal for improvement in the knowledge of your profession, 
go forth on your ermnds of mercy ; and may the Eternal One bless your 
labors, and constitute you messengers of good to all for whose maladies 
you may prescribe, and may thousands arise from beds of disease and 
call you blessed ! 



204 Case of Pneumo-Hdyro Thorax. [July, 

[For tho Cincinnati Medical and Surgical News.] 

Case of Pnenmo-Hydro Tkoraz. 
Bt D. H. Ralston, M. D., Martinsburg, Ohio. 

Wednesday, May 2d, I860.— Dr. A. C. Scolt, of Bladensburg, Knox 
couDty, Ohio, was summoned in baste to visit A. D., a young man, aged 
18 years, with vigorous constitution, and powerful muscular develop- 
ment, beard heavy as usual at majority, weight about 160 pounds, and 
found the case presenting the following symptoms, viz. excruciating pain 
in the right hypochondriac n»gion, laborious breathing, frequent pulse, 
almost constant cough, nausea with occasional vomiting ; lower extrem- 
ities were strongly flexed upon the body, and bead and shoulders bent 
forward (it being impossible to assume any other position); tympanitic 
sonorousness on percussion. On inquiry, the Doctor learned that he bad 
been attacked about four months previous with pie uro- pneumonia, so 
slightly, however, as to create, at the time, no apprehensions of danger, 
and was trusted to his vis medicatrix naturcB, with some simple domestic 
remedies, and perhaps a bottle or two of some patent nostrum. His 
cough continuing, began to excite the apprehension of his friends, but 
had not been sufficient to prevent him from performing moderate labor. 
About* three hours previous to the visit of the Doctor, he was engaged 
in burning logs in a field, when, on a severe fit of coughing, the above 
symptoms were presented. 

Prescribed the usual antiphlogistics, with veratrum and blisters. 

On the day following, the diagnosis being unsatisfactory, at the request 
of Dr Scott, Dr. Burr, of Mt. Vernon, was called in consultation. Noth- 
ing new was discovered, and the treatment was continued. On the Sun- 
day following. Dr. ?cott discovered a peculiar metallic ring, similar to 
that produced by percussing the hand, with the palmer surface pressed 
firmly on the ear. 

On Tuesday, the writer visited the patient, at the request of Dr. Scott, 
and became associated with him in the treatment of the case. 'Our 
diagnosis at that time was pneumonia, with hydro-thorax. Prognosis 
unfavorable. 

The day following, Dr. Russell, of Mt. Vernon, was called, at our re- 
quest, in consultation. The foregoing symptoms being still present, he 
suggested that the cause of the metallic tinkling was the presence of air 
in the thorax, with which suggestion we fully concurred. Prescribed 
rest, with continuation of the antiphlogistic remedies and paracentecis 
thoracis, in case dyspnoea should increase, and death should be threat- 
ened by Buflfocation. 

Saturday morning, at 4 o'clock, the 19th of May, he expired, after a 
night of tolerable rest, without any apparent increase of the anticipated 
dyspnoea, merely uttering a groan and died. 

Autopsy, May 19, 1860, at 10 o'clock P. M. — External appearances: 
Fullness of the chest and abdomen, with tympanitic resonance on the 
right side, extending from the clavicle to the pelvis. The gastric and 
umbillical regions presented a dull, flat sound. The left side was more 
dull than the right, retaining some slight degree of resonance. A tro- 
char was inserted in the right side, and a lighted candle being held near 
to it WHS quickly extinguished, and the ignited wick blown oflf, and on 
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applying a second candle, the flame was disturbed by the current, which 
was not sufficient to put it out. On opening the chest and abdomen, the 
viscera was found to occupy the left side^ the right lobe of the lungs being 
pressed entirely past the spinal column posteriorly, and the center of the 
sternum anteriorly, and compressed to less than one-fourth its normal size. 
The liver occupied the umbilical region and enough of the surrounding 
regions to contain a normal liver. The cavity on tiie right side extended 
from the clavicle to the pelvis. The pleural surface was covered with 
an adventitious membrane and a sero-purulent matter. The cavity con- 
tained about two quarts of sero-purulent matter. In the right lobe of 
the lungs, five or six appertures were discovered, which communicated 
with, bronchial tubes, one of which was triangular in shape, and three- 
fourths of an inch from the extremes of the angles in length ; another 
was round, with appearances of granulations, and an effort to repair the 
breach. The others were longitudinal, and from one-fourth to half an 
inch in length. The lung presented gray hepatization, in a large portion 
of it. The pericardium contained about four ounces of serum ; the heart 
was normal ; the left lung was partially hepatized, in the lower portion 
of it. The spleen would wtigh about one and a half pounds. The colon 
presented evidences of recent inflammation. The viscera were net fur- 
ther examined. 

Query / Was it the pressure of the air in the thorax, upon the dia- 
phragm, which gave rise to the severe pleuritic pain in the hypochon- 
driac region ? If so, would benefit have resulted from an opening in 
th.e chest, kept open by a silver tube constructed with a valve so as to 
permit the egress, but not the ingress of air through it ? 

[To the above questions we answer. No ! We should suppose that the 
pain was the result of inflammation and lesion of structure, in the first 
place, and the gas in the thorax a secondary matter, that might increase 
the suffering and hasten the death of the patient. If the post-mortem 
had no^ revealed sufficient disease to produce death, and the gas present, 
then the tube might have been beneficial. — Ed.] 



On the Curability and the Treatment of Pulmonary Phthisis and 

Tubercle. 

At a meeting of the Imperial Academy of Medicine, Oct. 15, M. Pi- 
orry commenced the reading of a memoir " On the Curability and the 
Treatment of Pulmonary Phthisis and Tubercle." He did not, however, 
finish. 

'* Is the symptomatic collection to which authors give the name of pul- 
monary phthisis susceptible of cure ? This question must be answered 
affirmatively. But in our day it is not a question of stating whether 
phthisis, considered as a disease, may be cured, but of determining if tu- 
bercles, having their seat in the lungs, are susceptible of being removed, 
or at least of becoming inoffensive ; it is in this point of view that I shall 
consider the question. For a long time tubercles have been considered 
incurable, it is our illustrious Laennec who first established the possi- 
bility of their cure. I have published numerous observatioua mVivc^^^^ 
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this opinion boyond a donbt. Besides, we have eTer;^.day examples of 
riii- ut cfTtain organs attacked witR tubercles, (Ijmpathic ganglions, 
vertebra, articulations, testicles, etc.)" 

After having established the curability of tubercles, M. Piorry exam- 
iiiMil the series of means of treatment which rational medicine must op- 
posp to the accidents united under the name of pulmonary phthisis. 

*• B^♦fo^e all," said he, ** the regimen must be regarded as the preser 
vative, palliative and curative means par excellence. The first indication, 
in ord»-r to combat the tuberculous state, is to nourish the patients. The 
alimentation ought to be rich and abundant so long as the ingested arti- 
cles do not proJuce diarrhea, which may weaken more than the food can 
repair. In order to reconstitute the blood, to remedy its discoloration or 
loss of globules, the least irritating ferrugenous preparations must be 
given — as, for example, the iron by hydrogen — save in cases of haemor- 
rhage or mucous diarrhea. The second indication is to evacuate the 
fluids which may obliterate the bronchiae. For this purpose we adminis- 
ter tartar emetic and syrup ipecac. There are still two simple means 
which have been of extreme utility for several of my patients : the first 
is the inhalation of the vapor of the infusion of the elder tree, or the 
flowers of mallow ; the other consists in provoking slowly a very profound 
or deep inspiration^ which is to be followed by a very quick, energetic ex- 
piration. This should be so managed by the patient, that the air pac- 
ing out should carry before it the liquids contained in the air passages. 
The first of these means moistens and softens the too thick sputa, and 
the second provokes its expulsion. Another pressing indication is to 
prevent the putrefaction of the secretions in the tuberculous cavaties, and 
to prevent the absorption of the pus or pyoid matter which accumulates 
in them. It is these matters which, penetrating the circulation, produce 
hectic fever, night sweats and the rapid weakening of the patient. It is 
to prevent these accidents that it is so necessary to make the patient ex- 
pectorate, as has been already said. To prevent the putrefaction of the 
secretions, the inhaling of the vapors of alcohol are agents of the first 
order. The putrefied secretions, not only in relation to their ab^rption, 
but numerous facts have led me to believe that they produce, by their 
presence on the gastro-intestinal membrane, diarrhea, softening and even 
ulcerations ; it is then extremely useful, in order to avoid tubercular in- 
flammations, that the secretions should be expectorated, and by no means 
swallowed. 1 have seen diarrhea arrested when they have avoided the 
deglutition of expectorated tuberculous matter. It is of the greatest im- 
portance to arrest the evacuations from the bowels and skin, which so 
much weaken consumptives ; but there are extreme difficulties in fulfill- 
ing this indication. The only means truly efficacious are, the washing 
out the large intestine with water by the aid of the irrigator of Equisier ; 
of preventing, as has been already said, the deglutition of the expector- 
ated matter ; of preventing the altered pus from remaing in the cavities 
and thus causing pyemia, which is soon followed by diarrhea ; of giving 
but small quautity of drinks, and of choosing among the aliments those 
which — as albumen, etc.— do not cause, in general, very liquid stools. — 
Milk for consumptives is an excellent article of food. It does not cause 
diarrhea, if care is taken to reduce it one-fourth by prolonged boiling. 
As to the sweats, the best means of lessening or combatting them is to 
see thai the patient is not covered with heavy clothes, and that he breathes 
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a pure. ah*, frequently renewed and properly warmed: Is there any med- 
ication which can act usefullv on the indurated masses in tlie dirers de- 
grees which surround or repair tubercles ? Some thousands of facts col- 
lected in the wards of La Pitie and Cl\arite permit me to solve this ques- 
tion. It is no longer doubtful that the preparations of iodine, adminis- 
tered in fumigations, portions of frictions, etc.; do modify very advanta- 
geously the destructive process of tuberculization. Under the influence 
of the iodine medication, combined with profound and reiterated inspira- 
tions, I have seen tuberculous indurations diminish in extent, the symp- 
toms of the disease amend very sensibly, the appetite return, the action 
of the heart increase in force, and the adipose tissue increase. I have 
seen this relief persist for months and years in certain cases. But it 
must be avowed tbat the number of radical cures is very small, and I 
can only recall a dozen of veritable solid cures. Some persons have op- 
posed the iodine medication in the treatment of phthisis ; this is evidently 
owing to the fact that this precious remedy has not been employed by 
them in the most advantaofeous manner. Some have attributed to iodine 
the production of inflammation of the mucous membrane of the nares, 
pharyngitis, etc., softening of the tubercles, and the hastening of the fa- 
tal end ; analogues to those of phthisis, which cease if we stop the rem- 
edy. I fear that some may have confounded, from an incomplete diag- 
nosis, the effects of some accidental or secondary complication — such as 
a pleuritis — with the phenomena the results of the employment of iodine. 
I have followed my patients with great attention ; they have been numer- 
ous, and I have never witnessed any such results." — Southern Medical 
and Surgical Journal, 



MEDICAL CONVENTION. 



Beport of Xedical Teachers at New Haven. 

June, 1860. 
D. Crosby, M. D., President, in the chair. E. A. Johkson, Secretary- 

The minutes of the Convention at Louisville, were read, and on motion, 
a list of the delegates were made out. Only 21 schools were represented. 

The Committee appointed at the previous Convention to confer with a 
similar Committee of the American Medical Association, reported through 
their Chairman, Professor Shattuck, a preamble giving an account of their 
doings, and proposing a series of resolutions as follows : 

1. Resolved — That the Medical Colleges represented in this Convention, 
are willing to adopt the rule, if it be recommended by the American 
Medical Association, that every candidate for the degree of Doctor in 
Medicine must present certificates of having assiduously studied medicine 
during the period of three full years, under the direction of a regular 
practitioner of medicine, recognized as such by the American Medical 
Association, who shall certify to the same under his own hand, and of 
attendance on two full courses of a medical school, recognized as 
regularly organized by the American Medical Association, with ?.n interval 
of at least three months between the termination of the first course and 
the commencement of the last. 



208 Jiedical Convention. [July, 

2. Resolved — That the Medical colleges represented in this Conyention 
are willing to keep a register of their studants, in which shall be entered 
the name, the ngv, the period of commencipg medical studies, and dip- 
loma already received, with the name of the college conferring it, and the 
name of the preceptor. 

3. Resolved — I'hat the medical colleges represented in this Convention, 
allowing that the proposed plan of admitting delegates from State Socie- 
ties to attend the examination of candidate^ for the degree of Doctor in 
Medicine, has been successfully carried out in several places, do not 
think that it can with advantage be universally adopted ; but, -at the 
same time, they are ready to ascertain and discuss any other measure by 
which the admission of unsuitable and unworthy members within the 
ranks of the profession can be prevented. 

4. Resolved — That this Convention earnestly recommend the American 
Medical Association to adopt such measures as will secure the efficient 
practical enforcement of the standard of preliminary education adopted 
at its first organization in May, 1847, or of a standard put forth by 
the Medical Society of the State in which a college is located, and, that 
medical colleges will thankfully receive and record the certilScates alluded 
to in said standard, and one of moral character, whenever tlie profession 
generally, and tbe preceptors, will see that students are properly supplied 
with them 

5. Resolved — That hospital clinical instruction constitutes a necessary 
part of medical education, and that every candidate for the degree of 
Doctor in Medicine shall be required to have attended such instruction 
regularly for a period of not less than four months. 

6. Resolved— that the members of this convention are ready to co- 
operate in any eflforts by which the attention of the communiiy and of 
Legislatures shall be called to the importance of the endowment of 
medical colleges and professorships. 

7. Resolved — That the attention of the American Medical Association 
be called to the proofs, in a letter from a German Medical Professor, of 
the degree of Doctor in Medicine being conferred in Germany on unsuit- 
able persons, to be used in this country. 

On the motion of Prof. Davis, the report was received, and the resolu- 
tions taken up seriatim. 

Prof. Flint mov d to amend the first resolution by omitting the words 
*' with at least an interval of three months between the termination of 
the first and the commencement of the last." 

The amendment was discussed somewhat at length by Professor Flint 
McDowell, Davis, Palmer, Shattuch, Arnold, Frost, and Logan, after 
which it was rejected. 

On Motion of Prof. McDowell, the first resolution was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Prof. Thayer, the second resolution was adopted. 

The third resolution was discussed by Professors Mc Caw, Breckenridge, 
Knight, Palmer, McDowell, and Davis. 

Prof. Logan oflfered the following as a substitute for the whole report : 

Whereas — it is apparent that the Medical Colleges of the United States 
are not disposed to adopt the measures indicated by the America Medical 
Association, for the establishment of a higher system of medical education, 
as manifested by the failure upon the part of a large portion (and among 
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the number some of the* most prominent) to be represented at tbe Cob- 
venti n of Colleges, held last year !•■ Louisville, and by a renewal of the 
same coarse of action towards the adjourned meeting of said convention ; 
and as no action on the part of the colleges represented would be likely 
to effect any change in the present system of medical education, and any 
attempt on the part of this limited representation to initiate any reform 
might be rcgarged as an oflfensive assumption of power ; therefore. 

Resolved — That this body declines to act for the Medical Colleges of 
the United States. 

Resolved — That in the Medical Colleges alone resides the power of 
effecting any desirable change in the present system of medical education, 
and it is only from their united action that any good result can be 
effected. 

Resolved — That a committee of be appointed to report the action 

of this body to the American Medical Association. 

The substitute was discussed by Professors Logan, Shattuck, Crosby, 
McGugin, McDowell, Storer, and Palmer, and was finally rejected. 

At this stage of the proceedin^rs Professor Logan of Ga., retired from 
the Convention, stating that he did not feel at liberty to act with it as the 
representation of the Atlanta Medical College. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned till Tuesday morning at nine 
o'clock. 

SECOND DAT*S PROCEEDINGS. 

The Convention was called to order by the President, Dr. Crosby. 

On motion of Professor Shattuck, the third resolution was adopted. 

On motion Prof. McDowell, the fourth res' lution was adopted. 

On motion, the order of business was suspended, when Prof. Frost 
presented the following communication, in regard to Medical education 
in the South : 

** I should wish to be heard while I make a few remarks on the pro- 
gress of education at the South, and the advances we have made in 
lulfilHng the requirements of the Association. The report in my hand of 
the Dean of the Medical College of the State of South Carolina, of the 
graduates of that college and their acquirements, presented a total of 114 
graduates— all of whom had a preparatory education, such as the As- 
sociation requires. Nearly ail, with the exception of six, have had good 
literary opportunities ; some graduates of colleges, others of academies 
of high repute, others instructed in the classics. Even those whose 
studies were confined to English, have had their minds strengthened by 
the study of mathematics. 

*' In making this statement, I would not be understood to say that they 
were all well versed in the classics ; but they have enjoyed the opportu- 
nity, and profited in a greater or less degree by it. Neither would I be 
understood to say that our graduates are all doctors. The diploma con- 
ferred is only an evi lence that they have undergone a course of study ; 
that they have been instructed in the principles of the profession, and 
made acquainte 1 with the means by which they are to arrange and 
systematize the various occurrences presented to them — in short, that 
the foundation has only been laid bv which they are to pursue advanta- 
geously their researches and act for themselves. To be able doctors and 
successful practitioners, requires years of study aud observation, and 
14 
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there ue manj who after mil Ibis applicatioli hare neTer been made 
doctors. 

" The comiDiiDitj in which a young gradnate resides, soon becomes 
aware of this hci ; it ia onlj after a ]oDg apprenticeship and years o£ 
toil and derotion to his basiness, that he acquires practice and confi fence. 
Confidence is proyerbially a phint of slow growth, and it is only after ibe 
iadiridual has prored himself worthy that it is freely bestowed. Still, 
howerer, every doctor has been a student, and as such, has to endured 
taunts and imputati ns as to his qualifications. I remember, when a 
student in medicine, forty-seren years since, fiuhionable ladies comment- 
ed upon the homely appearance and neglected dress of the students of 
Philadelphia, and tauntingly obserred that there was little to be seen in 
the streets but Dogs and Virginia Doctors ! Yet from these cl-^sses of 
whom these remarks were made, came forth Wood, Mitchell, Meigs, 
McClelland, Hodge, Bartons, Derech, and not to forget my own section, 
Dickson, Holbrook, Ramsey, and many others. Yet these young men 
were as ungainly as many at the present day ; but they contained the 
prem as many of the* present day, which required only to be polished. 
Eflducation has been progressive in my observa ion ; our graduates show 
their desire to excel by seeking opportunities abroad for greater acquire- 
ments. In my day, our reading was disultory and without system. My 
preceptor pointed to his libiary and told me to select my reading. My 
anatomical studies were pursued with a scalpel and the Dublin dissector. 
Our clinical instruction was nothing virtually. Mark the difference at 
the present time. Your winter and summer courses : your crowded 
hospitals ; your private instructions, and your model plates, etc. All 
these speak trumpet-tongued that the work of improvement ia onward." 

On motion of Prof. McDowell, it was directed to be appended to 
transactions of this body, for the American Medical Association. 

On motion, the fifth resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Professor McDowell, the sixth resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Prof. Shattuck, the seventh resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Professor Arnold, the first resolution was taken from the 
table. 

Prof. Shattuck offered for the first resolution a new one, precisely the 
same as the first, with the exception of the last clause in regard to the 
interval of time between the first and the last courses of lectures. 

It was discussed by Professors Shattuck, McDowell, Flint, Arnold, 
Breckinridge, Davis, Palmer, McCaw, Nourse, and White. 

Prof. White moved that the substitute and the original resolution be 
laid on the table. I'he motion was lost. 

Prof. Breckinridge called lor the vote on the substitute offered by 
Prof. Shattuck, by colleges. 

The substitute was lost by the following vote ; Ayes, 8 ; Noes, 12. 

Professors McGugin and Palmer, in voting for the substitute, ex- 
plained that they did so because they were in favor of the propositions 
therein contained, and hoped that a distinct proposition relating to the 
length of the interregnum of courses similar to that contained in the 
original resolution, might be presented, that they might vote for it. 

The Motion on the original resolution was then taken by colleges, and 
adopted by the following vote : Ayes, 14 ; Noes, 3. 

On the motion of Prof. Davis, it was 
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ReAolred — That tbe eommittee, of which Dr. Sbattuck is Chairman, 
he requested to report the daing^s of the Convention, with the resolatioBS 
adopted, to the Ameriean Medical Association. 

On naotion, the Conveotion adjourned, to meet again at the call of the 
President. 



i^^eatioa tf tliA Button Siitiire to tho Trectmont rf Variooae BOata- 

tion of Yeini. 

Bt Nathak BozEMAir. M. D., of New Orleajs; 

(lats or MOsrraomaT, ala.) 
TAKEN FROM A PAMPHLET BEFORE US. 



Yarix, scarcely need I say, has eng^aged the attention of surgeons 
since the time of Hippocrates to tbe present day. There are, indeed, 
many living surgeons, whose names I could mention, commencing with 
those of Sir Benjamin Brodie and Yelpeau, who have paid speciHi atten- 
tion to the subject, and who, as is well known, have presented it in all 
its bearings. Had I the time and inclination, it would be interesting to 
set forth the views of these eminent teachers, as to the causes and patho- 
logy of this disea^, before eiiteriog upon the treatment ; but as this part 
of the subject is treated so fully in every systematic work upon surgery, 
I shall pass on to the latter, with the object of offering a few practical 
remarks in reference to ihe employment of silver ligatures 

In calling attention to this principle of treatment, which so far as I 
know, has not been done heretofore, 1 appeal only to a few re&ults, hased 
upon my own experience. 

J^et us, then, first inquire, what are the objects of an operation in the 
radical treatment of varix ; and what the dangers attending such an 
operation ? 

The treatment, according to the beet authors upon the subject, is 
divided into palliaiive and radical. Every one knows in what consists 
the former. The latter, which has for its object the obliteration of the 
affected vein or veins, is generally, and veiy justly, too, viewed with 
great circumspection, because thf" operation, though simple in its execu- 
tion, is liable to be followed by consequences sometimes highly disastrous 
to life. Phle'-^moos, erysipelas, purulent abscess, phlebitis, etc., are not 
uncommon results, and we are always taught to consider well the chances 
of their occurnng, before deciding«on any operative procedure. 

Yarious have been the plans suggested of attacking the vein, as best 
suited to the end in question, and least liable to the dangers abotre stated ; 
namely, acupuncture, incision, transfixion, compression, section, resection, 
actual and potential cautery, simple ligature, twisted suture, etc. All 
these methods have had tl>eir a^^vocates, and their advantages pointed 
out. While some have long since fallen into merited neglect, others 
have been maniained in practice, and are the e>tablished prooeJures of 
the day. Of the latter, I may mention the subcutaneous section of the 
vein, tbe simple ligature, the twi.sted suture, ani the potential t^skmerj. 

Withont stopping now to enquire into the claims of these seirrinl me- 
thods, which are familiar to all, I come at once to the object of our 
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remarks ; namely, th« adi»piion of the silrer ligature or- batton aaiare 
methcKl. 

The i(l«>A of tlie nhovp plan of treatment oorurred tp me aeTeral vear 
ago, knowing, iis 1 diii, rii>iii experience, how little irritation followed the 
use of silver suiures. The iil-consf quences, of the operation usually 
had recourse to, I thought, miirht hi* obviatfd by this means to a very 
great extent, and the life of the patient thereby be less endang^ered. It 
was not, however, until the early part of last'year tliat I adopted this 
principle of practice. 

The Three fuHowing cases I adduce in nupport of my views : 

Case 1. — I stale iliis case from recollection, my notes have been 
mislaid. The subject was a negress, the mother of six or eight children, 
ag<}d about fifty, and of rather delicate oonstitution. She stated that the 
enlarged condition of the veins of one of her legs had existed for several 
years, and now and then, especially after standing any considerably 
time» she suffered much pain from their distension, which would frequ« 
ently force her to take her bed. 

Upon examination, I found the saphena interna, and a few of \tn 
branches ab^ve the ankle, the seat of the difficulty. The dilatation of the 
vein extended as far up as the middle of the thigh. At a point just be- 
low the knee, the vain was very large and tortuous. There had never 
been any ulcer of the leg. The skin was very smooth, and showed no 
indications whatever of disease. 

All the palhative means had been tried effectually, but with no per- 
manent good. The radical treatment, therefore, was the only alternative 
left me. In deciding, now, upon a plan, I determined to employ the 
silver ligature at a tew points, and see what the result would be. Ac- 
cordingly, afier due preparation of the system, the operation was 
performed. 

For the operation, the patient was placed upon her back, and the 
ligatures of a suitable lengtii then introduced with a curved needle, 
(I prefer a needle with a short curve, held in a porie aifpii/ie,) I entered 
the point of the needle through the skin as far in front of the vein as I 
could, to allow of its being carried beneath the latter, and out at a corres* 
ponding point in the skin. It was my intention at first, to completely 
encircle the vain, and in that way to have the two ends of the wire to 
pass through one opening in the skin ; but this I found to be entirely 
unnecessary. The narrow bridge of bkin intervening between the two 
perforations, as above introduced, is not at all in the way of effecting con- 
striction of the vein. 

The ligatures, five or six in number, having been introduced, I next tied 
the ends of each over a couple of pieces of bougie, in the same manner 
recommenced by Mr. Erich sen in his use of silk ligature. I was not 
pleased, however, with this arrangement. I found that I could not tie 
the wire sufficiently tight to assure occlusion of the vain without the risk 
of breaking it. I arranged all of them in this way, however, and put the 
patient to bed. The afier treatment consisted it quietude, elevation of 
the limb, light diet, etc. 

The patient went on remarkably well — had little or no fever. The 
swelling and pain around the several points of the ligatures was very 
slight. On the ninth day I removed the ligatures ; found the most of 
them quite loose, and the bits of bougie, over which their ends had been 
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tied, almost ready to fall out of place, thus ehowing that the i^ein Tvas 
out tlirougfa. The skin on which the bits of bougie rested waa ulcerated 
at several points, which I had occasion to regret The patieut was kept 
in bed several days longer, and then allowed to get up. The hardness, 
'DOW, along the course of the vein, as far up as the ligatures had been 
used, proved pretty conclusively that consolidation had taken place. 
After being up for some time, the patient expressed herself greaily reliev- 
ed, and desired to have the cure completed, which I promised to do, 
should she be troubled again. 

Oass 2. — Jane, a colored girl, aged about thirty four, the mother of 
four children, large and stout, was sent to me on the 2 1st of September 
last, for the purpose of treating her for an nicer on her right leg. Sh^ 
stated that she first became pregnant in her sixteenth year, and that just 
before confinement the veins of her right leg became enormously enlarged. 
After labor, says she had ** milk leg,' from which she did not recover 
for several months. The veins in this leg remained large. Two years 
afterwards she became pregnant the second time, when the veins in this 
leg again increased very much in size, and caused great unconvenience. 
After the birth of her child they diminished somewhat in size, but still 
caused some annoyance, especially after standing a long time. Soon after 
this she received a slight scratch on the front part of her leg, three or 
four inches above the ankle. This resulted in the formation of an ulcer, 
which, after attaining a considerable size, gave rise to profuse bleeding. 
This ulcer went on increasing in size for five or six years. A physician, 
then, after a long time, succeeded in healing it up, but it remained so but 
a little while. She says that, as soon as she began to walk about again, 
the newly-formed skin gave way, resulting directly in an ulcer as large as 
ever. In this condition she remained until sent to me. 

Upon examination, I found the ulcer situated as above stated, and half 
the size of my hand. The whole leg was very much swollen, and appar- 
ently all the superficial veins were dilated. The main trunks of the 
aaphena interna, and externa were quite large and tortuous. The former, 
just below the knee, was so large and tortuous that its course could not 
be traced. Above this it was not so tortuous, but largely dilated nearly 
up to the saphenous opening. With this condition of things I thought of 
nothing short of the radical treatment. Asa preparatory step to this, how 
ever, I determined to reduce the swelling of the leg, and to cure the ulcer, 
if possible. The patient was accordingly placed upon her back, and the 
limb bandaged up to her groan, twice a day. The ulcer was dressed 
with the following salve at the same time : 

?r. Pulv. Rhei. 6i- Pulv. Opii, gr. x. Ung. Cetacei, Ji. M. 

Under this treatment the swelling rapidly diminished, and in the course 
of three weeks the ulcer was completely cicatrized. 

The patient I now considered in a good condition for an operation on 
the veins, I determined to limit my procedure only to the largest ones 
below the knee, reserving the saphena interna, above this point, for a 
subsequent operation. Five silver ligatures were accordingly introduced 
as in the proceeding case, they being principally applied to the saphena 
interna. This being done I next proceeded to adjust them. Being dis- 
satisfied with the bougie arrangement in the proceeding case, owing to 
the ulceration of the skin occasioned by it, 1 detomxTiftvi x^ ^^<i,<iX ^vJio^^v 
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ment this time on our button suture principle* in order to ftscertam the 
result. With this riew, the two ends of eaqh wire, eommeDcing with the 
lowest, were now put together and passed through the hole of our tuhuri" 
adjuster.* Tliese being firmly held between tjie thumb and the forefinger 
of the left hand, the instrument was slid down upon them until complete 
constriction of the vein was effected. All the others were arranged in 
like manner. This being done, a disk of lead, with a hole through its 
center, was put on the wires and sliii down to its place. Upon this a 
shot was next slid down. This now being grasped oy a pair of forceps, 
and held firmly ac^inst the plate of lead, the requisite amount of force for 
the constriction of the vein was then applied to the ligature, and thus 
secured by cbmpressing a shot upon it. The ends of the wire were next 
cut off close to the shot, which completed the operation. The patient 
was then put to bed, the limb elevated, and quietude enjoined. The 
case progressed well ; no fever occurred, and there was but little awell- 
ing or pain. Some of the sutures I removed on the eighth, and the 
remainaer on the ninth day after the operation. The patient was kept 
quiet a few days longer, and then allowed to get up. There appeared 
now to be pretty general consolida'ion of the veins upon the front and 
inner side of the leg. The large bunch just below the knee was quite 
hard. The patient, after going about for several weeks, experienced so little 
inconvenience from the enlarged veins remaining, that I concluded not 
to perform another operation for the present. ]t has now been about seven 
months since the operation, and the greater part of the time this woman 
has been employed as cook, washer, and ironer, using no laced stocking 
or bandage. 

A few days ago I made an examination of the affectel limb, and found 
it the same size of the other. The cicatrix appeared firm, not showing 
the least indication of breaking at any point. There are a few branches 
of the saphena externa, and the trunk of the saphena interna, above the 
knee, still dilated. It is my purpose to operate again upon the cas^, and 
complete the cure. 

Case 3. — Elias Smith, plasterer, aged nineteen, of medium stature, and 
rather sparely built, was sent to me on February last, by my friend Dr. 
J. C. Batchelor, of this city, to have his leg examined, with a view to an 
operation, lie stated that, ever since be could recollect, there had been 
an enlarged condition of the vein on the inside of his right leg, and of 
late it seemed to be increasing in size. He said it gave him no pain 
now, or inconvenience, but he feared it would, and ultimately might force 
him to give up his trade. 

Upon examination, I found that it was the saphena interna which was 
involved, the dilatation extending from the ankle nearly to its passage 
through the fascia lata. At a point just below the knee the dilatation 
was greatest, and here the vein was also very tortuous. Having con- 
sidered the case in all its bearings, I took the view that the man was a 
laborer, his occupation requiring him to be almost constantly on his feet, 
thereby increasing the difficulty, and that, if the disease could be radi- 
cally cured, now was the time to attemp it. Everything favored a 
satisfactory result. Accordingly, after such preparation of the system as 
was necessary, I proceeded to perform the operation, in the presence of 

• Gross* System of Surgery, vol. ii, fig. 568, p. 1047. 
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Dr. Baiehelor, Dr. Frazier, of Arkansas ; Dr. Gilmore, of Mississippi, 
and several medical studants. 

The two proceeding oases, it will be recollected, were operated upon in 
the recumbent position. This patient I placed in the erect — and I rrnrw 
greatly prefer this position, for the reason the vtrin is distended, and the 
needle can be entered and carried around it with more facility. I intro- 
duced five ligatures, two below, one opposite, and two above the knee. 
This was easily and quickly done. The patient was now made to lie 
down, in order that the vein might be emptied of as much blood as 
possible before adjusting the ligatures. The lowest one was arrang4d 
first, and the others, then, in regular succession. The disk of lead and 
shot, were next slid down and secured, as in the proceeding case. 

After-treatment the same as heretofore pointed out. The patient had 
no fever. On the seventh day I removed two of the sutures, and on tke 
ninth the remamder. On the fourteenth day after the operation the 
patient went to work, experiencing no inconvenience from it whatsoever. 

I examined this case a few days ago, it being nearly three months 
after the operation, and I was astonished to find that the obliterated vein 
had so nearly disappeared. It could be seen only at one pointy just below 
the knee, and here it felt perfectly hard, and was quite movable beneath 
the skin. The consolidation had extended entirely up to the saphenous 
opening. The result could not have been more satisfactory. 

Varicocele. — Being so well pleased with my first application of the 
silver ligature to enlarged veins of the leg, I felt very anxious to make a 
trial of it in the varicocele, b«ilieving that it would have advantages over 
the ordinary methods pursued. 

It was not long before an opportunity offered. A gentleman of 
Donaldsonville, in this Stnte, aged abouttl irty, consulted me in reference 
to the disease in question, which he said he had had since he was 
fourteen years old. An examination proved his statement, as to the 
existence of the disease, to be correct. It was as is almost always the 
case, on the left side. Associated ik ith it was an enormous elongation 
of the scrotum. It hung down, especially on the left side, nearly to the 
middle of the thigh. An operation, therefore, not only for the varioo- 
cele, but for the retrenchment of the scrotum, was called for, which I 
performed in the order mentioned. I hat for the varicocele was performdd 
upon the button suture principle, the ligature being introduced in the 
same manner recommended by Prof. Gross, in the use of the silk cord,* In 
this way the veins were completely encircled, and both ends of the wire 
left hanging out in the same opening of the skin. The ligature was next 
adjusted, and the button and shot secured as in the second and third 
cases of varices. The patient was now put to bed, and the scrottun 
raised up and supported with a suspensory ^bandage. Cold water 
dressings ordered. There was the usual amount of swelling below the 
seat of constriction, and on the fifth or sixth day considerable pain. On 
the seventh day the suture apparatus was removed, when consolidation of 
the veins appeared to be complete. After a few days the patient was 
allowed to get up. The next thing was to retrench the scrotum, which, 
after the patient began to walk about, was as long as ever. This opera- 
tion was performed in the usual way, only a couple of small arteries »- 

• Op. cit., ii. p. 956. 
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quiring to be tied. The edges of the wound were brougkt together by a 
nunibcr of interrupted bilver sutures. The patient was then put to bed, 
and the parte supported bj means of a suspensorj bandage. Cold 
water dressing directed. 

A day or two afutrwards, haemorrhage took pUice from a small artery, 
and before it could be controlled the patient lost a considerable amount 
of blood. £xcepting this, he got along remarkably well. On the seventh 
day I removed the sutures, wiien union of the parts appeared complete* 
excepting at one point, where the edges of the wound had not been closely 
approximated. This tilled up in a fuw days, however, by the granulating 
process, and the patient was then discharged cured. 

I examined this case a few weeks ago, it being about eight months after 
the operation, and the condition of the parts could not have been more 
favorable. The veins all appeared to be completely occluded, and reduced 
to mere threads. Our patient expressed himself entirely relieved of his 
former troubles. 

Remarki, — Although the cure was not completed in the first two cases 
of varix, still the result of our operation proved iu»elf, I think, sufficiently 
successful to establish the superior advantages of silver ligatures over the 
ordinary methods recommended. 

The result of our third case could not have been more^ satisfactory. 
It is needless to comment on the result of the operation in the case of 
varicocele. Suffice it to say, it could not have bnen more satisfactory. 
The advantages of the button suture principle, in the tieatmeut of the 
diseases of which we are speaking, may be thus briefly stated : 

1st. The inocuousness of the silver wire. 

2d. The protection afforded by the button against undue pressure upon 
the skin in front of the vein. 

3d. The facility of adjusting the apparatus, and the great power given 
the surgion over the vem, without risk of the wire breaking, as by tying, 

4ih. The certainty with which the vein or veins can be cut in two, 
and their occlusion effected, with evidently less ribk of the dangers iu the 
usual modes of operation. 



Dengue, or Breakbone Fever. 
Bv C. Powers, M. D. Moravia, N. Y. 

This singular disease has made its appearance in this place and vicinity, 
and has been somewhat prevalent fur the last two months. Its proper 
habitat and home is far south of this, and, so far as I know, this is its 
first appearance in this section of the country. 

The etymology of the barbarous term, dengue, is obscure. And the 
first account we have of the disease itself — unless it is identical, as some 
have supposed, with the '* break-bone fever," described by Dr. Eush, 
which appeared in Philadelphia in 1780, and which is quite problemat- 
ical — was brought from Rangoon, in the East Indies, in May, 1824, and 
it appeared in Calcutta in June. It reached the Island of St. Thomps, 
in the West Indies, in September, 1 827, and soon extended to the rest of 
the islands, and the next year to the Southern States, reaching New Or- 
leans in the spring, and Charleston and Savannah in the summer. A 
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few cases were observed in Philadelphia and New York, at which latter 
place it found for a time its northern liintt. Though no longer appearing 
as a wide-spread epidemic, it is now quite a common disease in most of 
the Southern States, particularly in JSouth Carolina, Georgia, and Ala- 
bama, where, in the winter of 1869, the writer of this brief notice found 
it prevailing quite extensively ; and lately he has been toW that it is now 
becoming quite common in some parts of Virginia. It is probably march- 
ing northward, and very likely may, ere long, become domesticated 
amongst us, and become one of our standard diseases. 

It usually commenced with stiffness and swelling in some of the small 
joints, or the muscles of a limb, with aching of tlve hack and joints, 
restlessness, heat of skin, head-ache, and thirst. To these succeed fever, 
and intense pain in the back, knees, ankles, and, in turn, most of the joints, 
although the pulse was not much accelerated, and the tongue only slight- 
ly coaled with a yellowish fur. Afrer a day or two, the skin usually lost 
its dryness and heat, and became relaxed with abundant perspiration, 
when the local pain partially subsided. In this stage, in a few cases, 
there appeared a slight partial miliary eruption ; in most this symptom 
was totally wanting, buti in nearly all there appeared on the limbs spots 
of florid redness of variable size, which, in the aged and feeble, soon as- 
sumed a purple hue. Between the second and fourth days there was a 
deceitful truce, and many believed themselves to have passed through the 
worst stages, and some even attempted to resume their ordinary occupa- 
tions. Soon, however, the severe symptoms returned with augmented 
violence, the local pain became intolerably excruciating, seldom contitau- 
ing, however, but lor a few hours in the same place, but shifting from 
limb to limb, and somet'mes to the face, with agonizin^j pain on being 
removed, great depression of spirits, and mental prostration. The pain 
— which was always worse in the morning and forenoon, and woie ott* as 
the day advanced, was peculiar in its character, bein^ apparently seated 
in the bones, which the sufferer described .as thoui^h it seemed it were 
breaking or splitting into fragments. After a few days the tongue becomes 
clean, and the pulse natural, but the pain very slowly subsides, the limbs 
remaining for a considerable time sore, swelled, stiff, and clumsy. Con- 
valescence is exceedingly slow and tedious. 

Thus it will be seen from this brief and imperfect, but I believe perfectly 
faithful description, that this malady, though unquestionably sui generis^ 
bears some resemblance to both erysipelas and inflammatory rheumatism, 
and in many cases, by those unacquainted with dengue, is mistaken for 
them. When the swelling is considerable, it is often called erysipelas ; 
when the intense pain, which is often arthritic and neuralgic in its char- 
acter, is the predominating symptom, it is styled rheumatism. But it is 
more painful and more shifting than rheumatism scarcely ever is, though 
that complaint is ceriainly distinguished for these characteristics, but in a 
lesser degree, and it may be known frum erysipelas from its attacking all 
the limbs, and most of the joints, in rapid succession, which fleeting and 
furtive character true erysipelas never assumes ; and it furthermore differs 
from both, in the occasionally seen miliary eruption, and almost constant- 
ly accompanying florid spots, and by occurring but once to the same 
individual. 

It attacks both sexes and all ages indiscriminately. At the South it 
is considered contageous, but I have seen nothing \\i \.\i^ q,^'&^'& Vv^k^^'V 
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htLVPi witnf«m»:1, to confirm that Mief, Some penons have it Terj lightlj 
— swollen limbs, or face, an^i a ft^w minatory and transient pains, con- 
stitute the whole phenomena ; others were confined to their beds from 
two to four weeks. From one to two weeks maj constitute the general 
arera;^. 

The pror^no^is is exceedinj^lj favorable ; prohablj there itf not one 
death in a thous.*incl cases. But the untold bone-breaking agonv of the 
8ever«» oases, and the lon<^. dejected, miserable conTalescence, inspire the 
minds of those who hare had it, with more dread and horror, than many 
far graver and more dangerous diseases. At the South* 'I have heard 
those who h.ive had both this and vellow fever, positively declare that, of 
the two, they would prefer having the latter. 

As to the treatment, dengue is so slightly dangerous, Pud being self- 
limited besides, all active mterferences should be dispensed with. Al- 
though it cannot be cut short entirely, still, very much can be done to 
alleviate the sufferings, and to hasten recovery. Anodynes should be 
given freely to subdue the intense pain, diaphoretics to promote perspi- 
ration, and' hot water stupes, or mustard cataplasms, be applied to the 
seat of the pain, and followed up, as it flits to other quarters. 

The protracted convalescence should be hastened by generous food, to 
which quinine or London porter may with propriety be added. 

Those who desire further information on this singular disease, may 
consult Dickson's Elements of Medicine, page 731 ; and Copland's Dic- 
tionary, vol. iii., page 721. These instructive and ably written mono- 
graphs will well repay perusal. — Boston Med, mnd Sur^* Journal. 



NEWS ITEMS, MEDICAL FACTS, &C. 

TtBLATfoN OF TiiK Medtcal PiOFsssioir TO TDB PuBuo. — At a late 
meeting of the Royal Institution, Dr. Mayo delivered a lecture *• On the 
Relations of the Public to the Science and Practice of Medicine." He 
alluded to an antagonistic feeling existing between medical men and a 
portion of the public, in consequence of which medical aid is often not 
applied for until it is too late. He recommended an alteration of the ex- 
isting system, which tends to produce dissatisfaction and mutual dis- 
trust, and the adoption of a mode of practice that would place the public 
and the medical profession on terms of friendship. Dr. Mayo then 
Btrongly urged the propriety of a wider study of physiology as a branch 
of general education, and adverted favorably to the fitness of women to 
practice medicine. Touching on the subject of insanity. Dr. Mayo con- 
demned the present system, which gives an arbitrary power of confine- 
ment to any two medical practitioners who may or may not be competent 
to form an opinion as to insanity. 

Trial tor Abortion. — The Queen v. White and OTHXRS.-p-Mr. Ken- 
nedy applied on Tuesday last, at the Court of Queen's Bench, in this 
case for a rule to show cause why the Coroner's proceedings (the latter 
of two inquisitions) should not De quashed. The two prisoners were 
White, a chemist at Birmingham, and a Mrs. Fisher, with whom a fe- 
male had lodged for six or seven weeks ; and, after taking certain medi- 
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ehies and undergoing operations at the handaof White, died. At a first 
inquest a verdict of ** Natural Death" was returned; at a second, one of 
"Wilful Murder" against the prisoiiers. It was contended that the Cor- 
oner had acted wrongly in taking the evidence, on a second occasion, 
of a witness who had been pfesent and not examined on the first, and on 
whose statement the ease turned. This important application was ad- 
journed to search for precedents. 

A Bribe. — A *' HomcBopath" writes to the morning papers stating that 
in answer to the appeals of various hospitals for further funds, he has ad* 
dressed an offer to ISt. Mary's, St. George's, Middlesex, and the Univer- 
sity hospitals, for contributing £3,000 to the expense of certain wards 
during three years, on condition that homoeopathic treatment should be 
adopted for the patients, and a public " trial" made of homcBopathy. 
He does not understand that this is a bribe offered to lull the consciences 
of men who refuse to tamper with the lives of the patients entrusted to 
their care, but laments the obstinacy which rejects his dangerous liber- 
ality. 

Longevity. — Beault v. Roseneath. — A correspondent writes: — '* It 
being questioned in reference to Roseneath whether any Highland parish 
could produce any four living persons whose united ages amount to 370 
years, I have to state that there are alive in the parish of Kilmorack three 
females and one male whose united ages amount to 376 years, being res- 
pectively 99, 94, 91, 91. The two eldest are widows, the others a wid- 
ower and a spinster. This gives an average of 1^ above Roseneath. 
it cannot be vouched for that these four are the oldest in the parish, and 
lately much higrher figures could be brought forward, as no doubt many 
other Highlana parishes can present.'* — Inverness Advertiser. 

Man-Eatino Tigers. — Since January, 1859, 1,500 Chinese have been 
carried off by timers in Johore, the end of the Malacca peninsula. It is 
now difficult to mduce Coolies to work in Johore. 

Influence of Slow Lead-Poisouing on the Product of Conception. 
— M. C. Paul, resident physician to a Paris hospital, has collected 81 
cases showing the baneful influence of lead. His attention was attracted 
to the subject by the case of a woman who had given birth to three healthy 
children before she took to the occupation of printing type cleaning, and 
who uut of ten subsequent gestations had had eight miscarriages. One 
child, which was born at full time, died at five months. The 81 cases 
refer mostlv to women, only a few relating to men. From these cases, 
M. Paul thinks himself justified in supposing that lead-poisoning has not 
only the already well-known effects, but that it also causes the death of 
the foetus, or the premature decease of the child, whether either the 
father or mother has been exposed to lead-poisoning. Out of the 123 
gestations included in the 81 cases. 64 abortions, 4 premature labors, and 
five still-births were noted. It was, moreover, observed that 20 chldren 
born at full time died within their first year, 8 within their second, 7 
within their third, and one only at a later period. 14 children are now 
alive, 10 of whom are above three years old. Metrorrhagia occurred in 
16 cases, the loss of blood depending, very probably, on abortions. — Ga^ 
zette des Hopitaux, 



220 Niwi JitmM, Medical Fads, 4sc. [July, 

The Dietetic Intebtivsmess of Hunoeb. — Captain Marcy, in his in- 
teretiting work, *' The Prairie Tiaveler," supplied severarfacts not with- 
out importance in a pliytiological and medical aspect. Indeed, under the 
hardtfkiips and privations which fall to the lot of travelers beyond the 
tracks of civiliz"d lift*, man and the inferior animals are frequently made 
the suljfcts of experiments which cannot be instituted in our schools 
and hofipitals* Captain Marcy thus describes what befell his party 
when pHssint^ over the Rocky Mountains during the winter of 1857-8 : — 
'* Our supplies of provisions were entirely consumed eighteen days before 
reaching the settlements in New Mexico, and we were obliged to resort 
to a variety of expedients to supply the deficiency, Our poor mules 
were fast falling and dropping down from exhaustion in the deep snows, 
and our only dependence for the means of sustaining life was upon these 
starved animals as they became unserviceable. We had no salt, sugar, 
coffee or tobacco, which, at a time when men are performing the sever- 
est labor that the human system is capable of enduring, was a great 
privation. In this destitute condition we found a substitute for tobacco 
in the baik of the red willow which grows upon many of the mountain 
streams in that vicinity. The ouier bark is first removed with a knife, 
after which the inner bark is scraped up into ridges around the sticks, 
and held in the fire until it is thoroughly roasted, when it is taken off 
the stick, pulverized in the hand, and is ready for smoking. It has the 
narcotic properties' of tobacco, and is quite agreeable to the taste and 
smell. The sumach leaf is also used by the Indiins in the same way, 
and has a similar taste to the willow bark. A decoction of the dried 
wild or horse mint, which we found abundant under the snow, was quite 
palatable, and answered instead of cofTee. It dries up in that climate, 
but does not lose its flavor. We suffered greatly from thp want of salt ; 
but by burning the outside of our mule steaks, and sprinkling a little 
gunpowder upon them, it did not require a very extensive stretch of the 
imagination to fancy the presence of both salt and pepper. (There can 
be no doubt that the nitre and charcoal would to a great extent supply 
the want of salt. Soldiers and huntsmen have long resorted to this use 
of gunpowder under emergencies.) We tried the flesh of horse, colt and 
mule, all of which were in a starved condition, and of course not very 
tender, juicy or nutritious. We consumed the enormous amount of from 
five to six pounds of this meat per man daily ; but continued to grow weak 
and thin, until, at the end of twelve days, we were able to perform bat 
little labor, and were continually craving for fat meat." 

The Sphyomoorapher, or Register of the Arterial Pulse. — M. 
Marey has published in the Gazette Medicale an article wherein he de- 
scribes an improvement on Vierodt's arterial register. The French in- 
strument also acts by a lever, but is lighter and of easier practical appli- 
cation. It can only indicate the frequency of the more or less regularity 
of the pulse. It may be doubted whether these instruments, though very 
ingenious, will ever prove actually useful in practice. 

Rasorian Doses op Tartar Emetic in Tetanus. — Dr. Cornaz relates, 

in U Echo Medical Suisse odhe 1st inst., two cases of tetanus in which 

repeated do>es of tartar emetic were given. One of the patients, aged 

sixty-three, whose primary lesion was mortification of a finger, recovered ; 

the other, aged forty-oue, who had had two fingers crushed, sank under 
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the tetanic attacks, TKe doses of tartar emetic were, in both cases, half 
A graiu' every half hour ; these produced rather abundant alvine evacua- 
tions, but not very severe vomiting. Both patients had, however, large 
doses of morphine and chlorate of potash, with warm baths. When the 
emetic acted too powerfully on the intestinal canal, the administration of 
the salt was suspended for several hours. 

Drowning in a Water Bed. — On Monday last an inquest was held at 
the County Lunatic Asylum, Coloey Hatch, on the body of Martha Dra- 
per, one of the patients, she having been accidentally drowned in conse- 
quence of the bursting of a water bed. 

Dissecting Wounds. — M. Ch. Phillips, a surgeon well known in Paris 
by very successful labors in urinary pathology and practice, has been 
in a very precarious state from a dissecting wound, but is now recovering. 

A New Military Hospital in Paris. — The Minister of War has lately 
decided that a military hospital shall be established in the northern part 
of Paris. The principal hospital of the kind, called Val de Grace, is 
situated, as is well known, on the left or southern side of the Seine, It 
has been proposed to use the Hospital for Incurables for the purpose, 
and to transfer the patients of the latter institution into a new build in o* 
to be erected outside the fortilications. Another part of the project is to 
place all the hospitals in which very chronic or incurable cases are re- 
ceived beyond the fortified line. What is to become of the patients in 
the event of a seige ? 

Ckphalotripst without Traction versus the OiSSAREAN Operation. 
— M. Pajot, professor of clinical 6bstetricy at the Paris faculty, has just 
substituted the former for the latter operation, in a case, where, from 
rickets, the antero- posterior diameter measured but one inch and two- 
thirds. M. Pajot considers that the danger of cephalotripsy consists in 
the tractions which are generally made after the head is broken up. as 
points of bone easily tear the soft parts of the mother. He is in the habit 
of crushing as completely as possible, and then leaving the uterus to ex- 
pel the foetus by its contractions. This method is even carried out aa 
regards the body of the child. In the present case the success was com- 
plete. 

Mortality in the Russian Capitals. — At St. Petersburg, the number 
of births in 1868 amounted to 17,668 (9,147 boys, and 8,511 girls,) 
while the deaths were 19,077. This fact which occurs every year, dem- 
onstrates that, as the deaths exceed the births, the population of that 
city is only kept up by immigration. The number of illegitimate births 
increases,* while marriages are diminishing. At Moscow, the number of 
births was 11,267 (5822 boys, and 5445 girls,) and that of deaths, 
1 1 ,703. 

Medicines of the Shetlandbrs. — Their popular recipes are scurvy- 
grass for cutaneous complaints, buttermilk for dropsy, shells of whelks 
calcined and pounded for dyspepsia, and a variety of steatite for excoria- 
tions. — London Lancet, July, 1860. 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 



List of Jonmali, (Continued.) 

In looking over tbe list, we find the following excellent Journals, now 
before us, not there. 

Southern Medical and Surgical Journal, 80 pages monthly, at 93 per 
annum. Edited by Prof. Henry F. Campbell, A.M., M.D., and Robert 
Campbell, A.M., M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy in the Medical College 
of Georgia, Agusia, Gbi. 

Louisville Monthly Medical News, 68 pages monthly, at $3 per annum. 
Edited by Professors Samuel M. Bemiss, M. D., and J. W. Benson, M* 
D., of the Medical Department of the Louisville University, Louisville, 

Ky. 

American Medical Times, 24 quarto pages, a weekly series of the jSevi 
York Journal of Medicine, at $3 per annum. Edited by Stephen Smith, 
M.D., and his jissociates, Elisha Harris, M.D., and Geo. F. Shrady, M. 
D., and published by Bailliore Brothers, 440 Broadway, N.Y*. 

The American Medical Times, comes forth resembling very closely the 
London Times and Gazette, and edited, as it is, by an able corps, must 
soon gain a wide circulation. This makes the fourth weekly emanating 
from the American Press, and speaks volumes for the enterprise and ad- 
vancement of our profession. It is true the New York Journal of Medi- 
cine, that came into exi:stence siventeen years ago, under the care and 
management ' of our old friend and class mate, Dr. Samuel Forry, has 
gone to the shades, but only, it seems, to give }.lace to this young and 
vigorous looking oflFspring, which is an improvement upon the past. Let 
us sum up. The Boston Medical and Surpical Journal, Boston ; the 
Medical and Surgical Reporter, Phihidelphia, Pa. ; the New York Medical 
Pres^, and the American Medical Times, New York, constitute the four 
weeklies alluded to, and we are pleased to say each presents a vigorous 
and healthy appearence, and we have reason to believe will be long 
lived.* 

Medical and Surgical Reporter, In the list of journals published in our 
April number we noticed the Reporter, and stated the number of pages 
to be sixteen, when, in reality, we find they vary from twenty to thirty. 
We hope this will be received for an apology for our mistake. 

ExcuANGES. — We cannot permit this opportunity to pass, without again 
calling attention to the subject of Exchanges and the necessity of special 
care in the direction. We find upon our table a number of the Reporter 

• Since writing the above tbe New York Medical Press has been merged into the 
American Medtcd, Times, and, therefore, ia uo more. 
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directed as follows, ** Medical News, Cincinnaii, 0.,'* and ask where is 
the Medical Newt ? Our journal was called by that name till we dis- 
covered that there existed a quack concern, bearing the cognomen of 
" Western Medical News, and Cancer Journal," published quarterly by 
Dr. Newton of the Eclectic School, We at once changed the name of 
our Journal to Cincinnati Medical and Surgical News, to which address 
the Reporter has come reguUrly. 

Surely the Reporter is not sent in exchange for such an enbodiment of 
cancer cures never performed ! — qvackery on the high pressure system* 
and REFORM generally. 

Dead. 

/* Look out fob an Explosion," is the heading of an article in the 
Cleveland Medicol Gazette, of June; and sure enough the "explosion" has 
taken place and the Gazette is no more. We are sorry to be compelled to 
announce its death, but the effort was too great for iis sickli/ constitution, 
and it expired about the 12th of June in mortal agony. 

Prof. Gustave C. E. Weber, M.D., was the Editor of the Gazette, but 
finding the Profession, as a general thing, was not inclined to deal in 
irifinitenimalities so common among our German brethern of the inflated 
order, he concluded to give them eighty pages ! every two months, 
for " two dollars per annum !" and concludes his remarks upon the great 
change in the following language, "With our present subscription list the 
Gazette will never die," (no gas in that,) ** but much of a deduction 
therefrom might be of serious consequences to its vitality.** 

The result proves the reality ; and we now find that the eighty paged 
hi monthly has ** evaporated," as gaseous bodies do when light and heat 
are applied. So great, however, was the effect of the explosion of the 
first Cleveland Medical Gazette, that its Editor, Professor Gustave C. E. 
Weber, M.D. was thrown into our midst, when and where he entered into 
an arrangement by which his name appears upon the cover of wha^ 
would seem to be tioD different Medical Journals, when in truth, we find 
but one under different covers ! The only change we can see in the 
Cincinnati Lancet and Observer, is the addition of the name of ** Gust ays 
C. E. Wkbkr, M, D. Professor of Surgery in the Cleveland Medical 
CoUeger 

But the- most singular feature of the whole matter is the fact, that as 
soon as the Lancet and Observer made its appearence in Cleveland, with 
a change of coat only, it depreciated in value one third, notwithstanding 
the Cleveland issue purports to be Edited by three Professors ; whilst 
the Cincinnati issue is Edited by two simple Doctors and one Professor, 
There, how strangely some things slip out ! We meant to say, simply tvo 
Doctors and one Professor, Now who would not prefer the Cleveland 
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iftnufi of the Lancet and OhserBer, when they van have the advantage of 
tUfe, and the price of the defunct (Gazette to boot ? 

" VfeU." we are not a "prophet nor the 9on of a prophet," but will 
venture to guess, or, perhaps, we maj be allowed to attempt to foretell 
coming events ; nor with mathamatical accuracy, or astronomical cer- 
tanity ; but, by reasoning from analogy, we come to the conclusion that 
three incompatibles when thrown together, must sooner or later separate. 
I>»t us illustrate : Once on a time three men set out to journey together, a 
"TWon," a **Jiurpky,** and a " Yankee," they got on well together tUl 
they arrived at the cross roads, when a difficulty arose. Here were four 
roads starting out from one point, they agreed that the road they had 
travelled was not the one they desired to go, but each choose different 
routes, as the one they should take to lead them to a certain point, and 
now the national trait of each man's character was plainly exhibited. 
•* Dutchy" was positive, determined, and sullen ; "Paddy" was frisky, 
windy and defiant ; whilst " Jonathan" was restless, undecided, but 
cautious. *' Donner und blitxen, I tels you dish roat vot goes upon my 
right ish de roat." "By my shoul, honey, your afther being rong, for be 
jabers the lift hant is the very idinticle one, and I'm afther it." " Well 
I am darn'd if this aint tarnashun queer, I think the middle road is the 
one sure and sarlin, and I mean to take it." From words they came 
to blows ; but Jonathan slipped to one side, and let his comrades "go in,'' 
and while they were mauling each others' krotU and prafee tub, Jona- 
than walked off with the knap-sack, and left them to settle the difficulty 
as best they oould. No insinuations, gentlemen, but an explosion is cer- 
tain, and then we shall have another obituary to write. 

We are sorry to be compelled to notice some of our cotemporaries, but 
their ungenerous, if not malignant attacks, compel us to use the only 
weapon with which they can be reached. 

We set out in editorial life with a full determination never to attack a 
professional brother in an unkind or unfriendly manner; but as fully deter- 
mined to " carry the war into Africa," should any one assail or cross 
our path with evil intent. We believe our course^ has been independent 
and just, and such we hope it may ever be. 

FEEZE ESSAT. 

In accordance with a resolution passed at the last annual n^eeting of 
the Ohio State Medical Society, *< a medal of the value of fifty dollars " 
is hereby offered to a member of the society, who shall present the best 
essay on "the use of anaesthetics in obstetric practice." The essay to 
be accompanied by a sealed envelope containing the name of the author, 
and to be forwarded to the undersigned on or before April 1st, 1861. 

M. B. WRIGHT, M.D., Chairman, Cincinnati. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 



In issuing the Annual Announoement of the Twelfth Ct)une of Leetwm, in 
the CincinnkUi College of Medicine and Surgery, it is only deemed neoeaaary tc 
call the attention of the Profeeaon and Siadents to the change that 6«B''T>eeD 
made in regard to Fees and Requirementa, both of which are-necessary to carry 
out the recommendations of the Ohio State Medical Society. It has long been the • 
object of that Honorable Body, toimprove the condition of the Profession, and 
for that purpose, many plans hare been proposed, all of which asked the Col- 
leges to refuse admittanee to all who had not attained a certain standard of pre- 
liminary education. On the part of the Colleges it was urged that this could 
not be done without serious injury to the Schools of our State ; and that the 
Cffice Preceptor should attend to this important requisition; and thus the mat- 
ter stands without action. 

The Faculty of the Cincinnati College of Medicine <& Surgery having in- 
vestigated [the subject thoroughly, and being fully satisfied that no single 
school could establish a standard of literary attainments and a higher one of 
Medical Qualification without great sacrifice, 'it may be supposed they would 
make the change with some degree of reluctance; but, feeling the great respon- 
sibility that rests upon the Medical Teacher, it was determined, three years 
ago, to commence the work by making the school FREE. 

The Faculty hope, that by making this change and sacrifice, for the good 
of all, that their labors will be justly appreciated by a profession, the members 
of which are not less characterized for their high and honorable position 
among men, than for their cultivation of science, and the moral excellence of 
their lives. To merit the approbation of such, should be the highest aim, and 
chief object, of the Oovernors and Teachers of institutions of this character. 

The Lectures in the College will be so arrainged as to give to each 
branch the number which its importance demands. It will be the object of 
the Professors to inculcate information of the most practical character, while, at 
the same time, they will not neglect to discuss critically, such theories as 
must necessarily direct thepractitioner in the discharge of his duties at th"^ 



PRACTICAL ANATOMY. 

For the prosecution of Practical Anatomy, the most liberal pr^msions hare 
been made. The Dissecting Amphitheatre is plAced npon the top of the main 
building, is well lighted, and healthily rentilated. The department 19 under 
the control of the Prof, of Anatomy,' and the I>emon»tmtor. This room will 
be open the first Monday of October, and remain open until the close of the 
Session. 

COLLEGE BUI^LDINQ, 

I« titnated on the corner of Longworth Street and Western Row, (now 
called Central Ay^ue.) The leotnre rooms are lofty, well lighted, freely 
Tentilated ; comfortable and conyenient in eveiy respect, and capaUe of ac- 
commodating three hundred students. 



THE COMMERCIAL HOSPITAL, 

Is open to the students of this College. Wednesday and Saturday momingf 
are deroted to the study ef clinical medicine, under the surgeon and physician 
of that institution. 



LECTURE TERM. 

The lectures will commence on Monday, the 15th of October, andtclose the 
l^st week in February. Students will be expected to be present at the opening 
of the course, and continue in attendance during the session, unless absent by 
leave, on account of sickness of self or family. 



REaUIREHENTS FOR MATRICULATION AND GRADUATING. 

Ist — >The student, before matriculating, mustgire satisfactory eridence of 
hayiug acquired a good English education; this may be done by the certificate 
of his Teacher, or by his own composition at the time of matriculation. 

2nd — The candidate must give evidence of geod moral character, and must 
be at least twenty one years of age. 

3rd — ^He must have attcmded two full courses of lectures in some respectable 
Medical School, one of which shall have been in this College, and must ex- 
hibit his tickets, or other satisfactory evidence thereof to the President of 
the Fa<mlty. 

4th — He must have studied medicine not less than three years, with a respec- 
table practitioner, — practiced dissection and attended clinical instruction at 
least one session. 

5th — He must present to the President of the College, at le^st a month before 
the end of the term, a thesis of his oum composition, on some medical subject; 
and, at his final examination, exhibit Lo the Faculty satisfactory evidence of 
his prefessional attainments. 

6th — He must, before he receives the degree, acknowledge the right of the 
Faculty to revoke it, aliould he engage in quackery, or be guilty of gross un- 
profeesional oondnct. 



7th — Four years practice will be considerpd as equiyalent to attendance on 
one oonrae of lectures, a oeftificate of which must be presented at the time of 
mtktriculating, or handed in with the Theeki. 

8th — The degree will not be conferred upon anj candidate who absents him- 
self from the public commenceoaent,-ezcept by especial permission oftha Facul- 
ty. The commencement for conferring degrees will take place immedilitely after 
the close Qf.the lecture term. 

9th. — The Ad Eundum Degree will be conferred on Graduate of other re- 
spectable Colleges, upon passin'g a satisfactory examination, paying the Grad- 
uation fee, and the presentation of evidence, of a good moral and professional 
character. 

lOth — Examinations will not be granted before the regular time except in gui- 
ses of extreme emergency, and then to advanced Students only. 
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FEES. 

PaoFsssoRs's Tickets Free 

Mateioulation 20.00 

Demdnsteator's Ticket 5.00 

Hospital Ticket 5.00 

Graduation 25. '*0 



TEXT BOOKS. 

SuEOEET. — Druit, Pirrie, Erichsen, Miller's Principles, Miller's Practice. 

Practice —Watson, Williams* Principles. 

Anatomy. — Gray, Quain, Wilson. 

Chemibtet.— Turner, Fownes, Gardner, Sillman, and Kane. 

Materia Medica. — Pereira, Dunglison, and Beck. 

Midwifery. — Churchill, Ramsbotham, Miller, Meigs. 

Physiology. — Richardson, Carpenter, MuUer. 

Medical Jueispbudenoe. — ^Beck, Wharton, Stille and Taylor. 



BOARDING. 

Good boarding, including fuel and lights, can be obtained at from $3 to 
$4 per week. Students, by calling at the College building on their arrival, 
will be conducted to places of boarding, and furnished with all necessary 
information. 

For futher particulars, address, A. H. BAKER, M. D., President 

Residence 316 West Sixth street. 
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GRADUATES OF SESSION 18o9-'60. 

Tfat degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred n^n the following gen- 
, tlemen, at the annual commi;nc*fment of the Cincinnati Collie of Medicine 
and Sargery, held in Sixth Street Ghapri, February 16th, 18^. 

iTAMBa. KXSIDKirOX. 

Allen, Peter I>, Honorary Ohio. 

Baker, Gharie<i -F. Ad Eundeu Michigan. 
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Sweezey, John M Ifichigan. 

Thompson, Wm. Eberle. . Ohia 

Turner, Peter F Ohio. 

Weyer, John A Ohio. 
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MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS & SELECTIONS. 



Cases in Obstetrical Auscultation. 
Br Prof. J. H. Tate, M. D. Cincinnati^ 0. 

Jan. 1853. Saw Mrs. B. at the Louse of Mrs, St., was informed that 
her daughter had been for some time troubled with indigestion, had occa- 
sional attacks of vomiting, and that her menses had disappeared. She 
said she had some idea of sending her into the country, but before doing 
so had been advised to consult me. 

The next afternoon she came with her daughter to my office, I found 
the latter to be a rather voluptuous looking damsel, of some seventeen 
summers, with breasts quite prominent without the aid of cotton ; and 
an abdomen which either the dropsy, or something else, had pushed out 
rather beyond the anti-hymenial line ; you must know that at this time 
that felicitous contrivance (crinoline,) for concealing errors had not yet 
come into fashion. 

Miss B. was invited into my consultation room, and in less than five 
minutes, without informing her of my suspicions or purposes, I had been 
counting the pulsations of the foetal heart. 

I at once made known to her, her true condition, but she denied quite 
stoutly that she could possibly be pregnant. On being informed, how- 
ever, that the child's heart had been^heard beating in her womb, and that 
there could be no mistake about it — she in a rather subdued manner ad- 
mitted that she might be enciente. 

On passing into the front room, and informing her mother of what had 
taken place, she remarked that she rather snspected something of the sort 
herself, yet previously she had given no intimation whatever to me of 
entertaining any such disparaging opinions of her daughter's character, 
nor had I had any knowledge of the position or circumstances of the 
parties before. Jfow when we contrast the delicacy, refinement and cer- 
tainty of such an examination, with the disgusting touche, and ballotte- 
ment, and' their relative uncertainty, we may well rejoice in the dis- 
covery of Mayor, and may be surprised that notwithstanding the im- 
mense hospital advantages afforded by our large cities, that nearly all our 
medical schools send out graduates who cannot tell whether si '?r^"irft.v\ \ib 
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pregnant or not, and if pregnant, whether the fsetus is alire or dead in 
the womb. 

Case No. 2, 1858. Was called about four in the afternoon to see Mrs. 
P., on east Front St. Found her lying on the bed, and as she supposed 
in Labor with her fourth child. She was apparently a healthy woman of 
thirty -five years of age, I was told that she had been in labor since break* 
fast, but the pains seemed to be very slight indeed. I made a hasty ex- 
amination, and not perceiving any likelihood of a speedy termination to 
the case, I returned to my office. At seven o'clock I was sunmioned to 
see the patient again, and examined the case more particularly. The 
woman lay with comparative ease upon her bed, and had a good pulse, 
without coldness or clamminess of the extremities. 

She now told me that previous to my first visit the women had attempt- 
ed to lift her up in the bed, and that all at once she felt eomething give 
way, and that immediately the child seemed to mount in the abdomen, 
and press up under her ribs on the right side. She said that although 
she was quite comfortable as long as she lay perfectly still, that the turn- 
ing of her body gave her the most agonizing pain, as she could feel the 
child rolling over in her abdomen. 

I made another examination per vaginum, and could discover no presen- 
ting portion whatever of he child. The stethoscope was now employed, 
and after a very careful examination I could detect neither uterine murmur 
nor foetal pulsation. The child was evidently dead, and had escaped through 
a rent in the uterus, in part, or in whole into the abdominal cavity, I then 
informed the friends what was my view of the case, and its probable re- 
sults, and we agreed to send for two phy9ician8 in consultation. They 
also sent for their spiritual advisor to whom I candidly stated the nature 
of the case. 

The messenger who was sent after the medical aid, returned with the 
statement, that one of the physicians was out of town, and that the other 
had a professional engagement. It was now twelve o'clock at night, and as 
the woman gave no symptoms of sinking, and the child was already dead, 
I concluded to leave the case until morning. 

■t At four o'clock in the morning I returned to see my patient, and found 
her quite comfortable, but learned that during my absence another prac- 
titioner had been called in, had introduced his hand, had turned the 
child, and had delivered it by the feet. The woman died the second day 
after the delivery, and no post mortem examination was held. On meet- 
ing with the practitioner a few days after, who effected the delivery by 
turning, I explained to him my view of the nature of the case, and he 
agreed that I was probably correct, for, said he, I noticed when removing 
the placenta that my hand moved about among the intestines. 

Where the uterus is ruptured, and the child is retained in the abdo- 
men, there are three courses which have been pursued : 

1 . To leave the case to nature. 2. To turn and deliver the child per 
vaginum. 3. To perform the Csesarean operation, and deliver the foetus 
through the abdomenal walls. Dunn, Morlane, Lecieux and Bartholin 
relate cases where the first plan was pursued, and yet their patients re- 
covered — the remains of the foetus passing off by the bladder, rectum or 
stomach. But such results are not to be anticipated ; most women would, 
no doubt, succumb during the inflammation and exhausting suppura- 
tion which must take place before the complete delivery of the foetus. 
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When the child is retained in the ntems, if easily reached, the second 
plan would seem to be the best. 

When it has escaped into the abdominal cavity, the Caesarean section 
affords the best chance for the mother's recovery, Dabois, Labron, 
Powell, Neville, and Fries report cases which have recovered after this 
operation. 

Case 3, Aug. 1 860. Was called to see Mrs, D. in her third pregnancy, 
one of her previous children being sull-bom ; the other, now living, was 
born after a labour of thirty- six hours. 

She supposes herself at full term, and has now and then a pain which 
seems to be that of labor. On making an examination per vaginum, I 
found the os high up and but very slightly dilated, and a head pre- 
senting. 

The labor progressed very slowly, and I was detained, in a state of 
inactivity, during the night and until eleven o'clock the next morning, 
awaiting the opening of the os uteri. At this time, finding the os well 
dilated, but the pains not forcing down the presenting part, I concluded 
to rupture the membranes, hoping, by this means, to give greater effici- 
ency to the contractions of the womb. A very different result, however, 
followed, for from this time until two o'clock the uterine contractions 
were almost completely suspended. 

I was early struck with the unusual conformation of the uterus, for 
instead of its usual circular appearance, the surfsice of the abdomen was 
flattened, and there was a kind of sulcus running nearly parallel with the 
linea alba from above downward, leaving apparently a body on one side of it 
and another on the other. On examining the surface on the right side 
of the linea alba with the stethescope I could distinctly hear the pulsations 
of a foetal heart, but on the left could neither hear the uterine murmur nor 
any other sound pertaining to foetal life. I endeavored to verify my 
diagnosis by placing the woman in various positions, sometimes on her 
bacK and sometimes on her side, but without finding any difference in the 
character of the sounds. 

By palpation I thought I could plainly distinguish the head of a 
child on the left side of the linea alba. My conclusion, there/ore, was that 
the woman was pregnant of twins, and that one of them was dead, and the 
other living. 

At two o'clock, the pains not returning, I concluded to try the effect 
of ergot, and commenced giving the powder which had been infused in 
hot water. This she continued to take at intervals until half an ounce 
had been given, and although the continued and anguishing contractions 
were soon produced which characterise the action of ergot, yet the pains 
were very inefficient so that at four o'clock the head of the child laid in 
the pelvis without moving forward during the slight expulsive efforts of the 
womb. The day being very hot — thermometer 100*^ in the shade — and 
the woman well-nigh exhausted, I determined to resort to the forceps. 
I went for my instruments, and likewise took with me on my return my 
young friend Dr. Goddard. We found matters in pretty much the same 
state as when I left an hour before. He, like myself, could plainly dis- 
tinguish the foetal pulsation, observed the flattened surface of the ab- 
domen, and the furrow along the center from above downwards, and co- 
incided in the view I had taken of the nature of the case. We now in- 
formed the friends of our determination to deliver by the forceps, assuring 
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them that no instrument would be used calculated to injure either the 
mother or her ofT-jpring. They, however, insisted that we should wait 
until their religious advisor could arrive, and this, together with the 
ceremonies which followed, occupied three quarters of an hour. At his 
departure we proceeded at onco to effect the delivery. The first child 
was very soon delivered by the forceps — it was of a dark purple color 
around the neck, and various prints of echeymoies indicated that it had 
been dead some days. A foot of the second child presenting was seized 
and it was, in a few moments, delivered. It was quite warm. Its gen- 
enil appearance was in striking contrast to the first bom twin, but unfor- 
tunately the heart had ceased to beat, and, though evidently but a short 
time dead, all diforts at inducing respiration were unsuccessful. 



Hydrarg^ymm enm Greta. 

The chemical changn, dangerous results, mode of preparation^ and di' 

rections for analyzing. 

Bt John C. Bkck, M. D. 

Physicians in extensive practice, having prescribed Hydr. cum Greta 
frequently, no doubt, have observed an unaccountable 4^<srei^ce in the 
effects or action of the specimens used when similar prescriptions had 
been filled by different, and often the same druggist, at different times. 

I had occasion, recently, to suspect, if nothing more, almost criminal 
negligence in filling the following prescription : 

Qr. — Hyda. cum Creta, grs. x : Sulph. Morph., grs. ii : M. ft. chart. 
No. xvi. 

Every powder taken caused extreme pain, vomiting, and thirst and the 
distress was so purest that my patient discontinued the medicine till he 
could see me again. From the history of each dose taken, I was induced 
to try a similar prescription at another drug store, which I did, with very 
pleasant and satisfactory results. I then examined into the cause of this 
discrepancy, and for that purpose obtained an ounce from the same 
store, and a similar amount from other druggists, to analyze, the result 
of which will be given towards the close of this article. The process for 
analyzing is simple, and] any physician can examine specimens for 
himself. 

In several instances the specimens examined were so defective that 
pressure with a spatula would liberate numerous globules of metallic 
mercury, showing one of two things, that the specimen had not been tritu- 
rated enough, or it had been decomposed, anda portion of the mercury had 
become oxydized, setting free a'portion of the metallic mercury and per- 
oxydizing another portion. Exposure of a good article to light will, m a 
short time, cause this effect. Instead of quoting what Wood and Bache, 
Royle, John B. Beck, and other writers, on this article have said about 
the composition of Hydr. cum Creta, I will give the result of my exam- 
ination of some twenty authors. They are almost unanimous in pro- 
nouncing it a mild and safe remedy for children or adults, and recom- 
mend it very generally as more mild than calomel. Without further in- 
quiry I will state that all the specimens examined which were prepared 
bj triturating in a mortar by hand were free from the binoxide except a 
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trace. These specimens would be safe even for children. One specimen 
examined, which I supposed was prepared by steam power, exhibited 16 
per cent of the binoxide, which would be easily converted by the hydro- 
chloric acid of the stomach into corrosive sublimate, and consequently it 
would be fatal to children even in small doses. 

There can be little doubt that the violent effects often produced by the 
administration of grey powder is due to the presence of binoxide of mer- 
cury, which is changed by the hydrochloric acid of the stomach into 
bichloride of hydrargyrum. As an instance, administer five grains of 
the grey powder containing 15 per cent of the binoxide of mercury, the 
hydrochloric acid of the stomach will form one grain of bichloride of mer- 
cury, which would be a fatal dose for a child, and a coroner's jury of 
inquest would render a verdict of ** Death caused by the administration 
of corrosive sublimate," when, in reality, it was the peroxide, till it com- 
bined with the hydrochloric acid of the stomach, and the bichloride of 
mercury was the result of the union. Suppose the quantity larger 20 or 
40 grains, and it is administered to an adult, and from 4 to 8 grains of 
corrosive sublimate be found on analyzing the contents of the stomach, 
then if the nurse or some person about the patient be found to have had a 
grudge or to have quarreled with the patient ; in a word, a ** motive*' be 
proven, circumstantially, almost any jury would convict the accused ; 
when the corrosive sublimate found in the stomach would be due to a 
chemical change of the remedy, and an innocent person might suflfer the 
consequences of this accidental combination. 

Some years ago I mentioned this as prejudicial to the use of any mer- 
curial preparation liable to tliis conversion. Mas^ ex Hydr. is not liable 
to|this change, even when made by machinery — which latter circumstance 
might render Hydr. cum Creta liable to suspicion — is found to be free 
from the oxide, except a trace. One specimen only of all that I have 
examined contained any of the oxides above a trace. This specimen had 
not been properly prepared, and had become very hard and dry, which, 
after being reduced to a powder and analyzed, was found to contain near- 
ly two per cent of the binoxide. This result, I believe to be partly, if not 
wholly, due to the immense friction in the light and in the open air 
used in pulverizing the sample. 

Upon the whole, I am inclined to the opinion that ** blue mass" is the 
safest mercurial we have. It consists of finely divided particles of mer- 
cury in a metallic state, and the saccharine substance used in its pi*epar- 
ation preserves it from oxydizing. Blue mass may be mixed with honey 
or any simple syrup, and in this way small doses may be given instead of 
hydrargyrum cum creta, which, we must admit, as found in commerce, is 
an article of no uniform strength, that it is sometimes a mild and safe, 
and at other times a dangerously active medicine. 

A friend has kindly promised me the result of his examinations of 
specimens which I shall present perhaps at a future time. 

The following are the processes for determining the oxides, etc. : The 
specimen is weighed accurately, and first treated with warm hydrochloric 
acid, which dissolves the peroxide, forming corrosive sublimate, and con- 
verts the protoxide into calomel, which is left behind with the metallic 
mercury. The amount of peroxide is determined by precipitating the 
mercury from the solution of bichloride with protochloride of tin, and. 
the precipitate is weighed and calculated into peroxide. 
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The amount of protoxid'^ is ascertained by treating a separate portion 
of the grey powder with hydrocyanic acid. This acid, without attack- 
ing the chalk, very readily dissolves the whole of the peroxide, and one- 
half of the protoxide. This latter oxide being converted into bicyanide 
of mercury and metallic mercury. The mercury is precipitated from the 
bicyanide as in the previous case with protochloride of tin, and the amount 
of precipitate obtained from the bichloride, as ascertained by the previous 
analysis, having been deducted from this, the remainder multiplied by two, 
and calculated into protoxide, will give you the amount of protoxide 
contained in the specimen. This method, with perhaps some slight addi- 
tion or modification, you can use, but this process affords very accurate 
results, and is easily followed, requiring two analyses to determine the 
quantity of protoxide, whilst only one is required to ascertain the amount 
of binoxide. 

The results of analyzing various parcels of the hydrargyrum cum creta 
revealed the fact that there is no exact ratio of oxide and binoxide in 
any article you may have presented. For example, a specimen containing 
16 per cent of binoxide sometimes contains but 4 or 5 per cent of prot- 
oxide ; whilst others again may have between 10 and 15 per cent of prot- 
oxide, and a very slight trace of the binoxide ; and those prepared by 
manual labor, with pestle and mortar, for immediate analysis, seldom con- 
tain any noticeable quantity of the binoxide, and not more than one- 
half per cent of the protoxide. There are all shades and fractional shades 
of difference between these extremes. 

In conclusion, I will venture a suggestion to our friends and brethren 
in the country and city, who are engaged in filling prescriptions. Hydr. 
cum creta should be prepared by manual labor with pestle and mortar, 
and should not be used after it has acquired much age ; refuse all speci- 
mens in which moderate pressure will produce globules of metallic mer- 
cury ; druggists should prepare their own hydr. cum creta, and refuse 
that made by the steam engine. 

Any person feeling an interest in this subject, by a little 'careful obser- 
vation might bring out some valuable suggestions ; any such would con- 
fer a favor on the writer by communicating to him the result of their 
inquiry. 

I will not enter, at present, into a discussion of the effect produced by 
a combination of morph. sulph. with hydr. cum creta, but will perhaps 
recur to this at some future time. 



A Letter from Minnesota. 

Prof. Baker. — The accompanying letter, ( if published in your 
Journal ) will, I am persuaded, be read with much interest by most of 
your subscribers. The change of climate is a matter of great, and very 
often, of paramount importance to both physician and patient. How oft- 
en are we questioned in reference to this very matter, and who does not feel 
the solemn responsibility resting upon him, in giving an answer which he 
knows will decide the future course of his patient, and in all probability 
cause the scale of life or death to preponderate sooner than it would un- 
der existing circumstances ? The fashion is, to send our consumptive 
patients to warm climates, and with what success ] I presume the sta- 
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tistics, ( if correct ones were made out ) would give a most melancholy- 
answer. How very few ever returned with improved health, how many,, 
how very many, return just in time to prove the folly of the experiment, 
and how much greater is the number, that find a [premature grave 
among strangers, in a strange land ? Let the facts, in every physician's 
experience, answer these questions. 

I know of many very flattering reports in reference to the results following 
a removal to the cold region of the north-west, and the effect has not been 
merely temporary, but a return to perfect health ; unless in cases in 
which disorganization of the lungs had progressed to so great a degree 
as to make such a thing impossible. Of the truth of this, we can not bo 
very sceptical, for we know, that regularity of temperature is peculiarly 
advantageous in all pulmonary affections, and without it, we find it to be 
extremely difficult to arrest the progress of the disease, even for a short 
time, to say nothing of the impossibility of effecting a perfect cure. 

The climate of Minnesota is peculiarly bracing, and the seasons are 
not subject to frequent and sudden changes, as is this portion of our 
country, in which consumption is yearly making such fearful inroad on 
human life and human happiness. Instead of enervating both body and 
mind, as does the South, it produces a directly opposite result ; and those 
who go there, at once find their appetites sharpened, their strength in- 
creased, and their mental powers restored to their original standard. 

My object is not to write an essay on the subject, but merely to call 
attention to it ; for surely if any thing better can be done for this un- 
fortunate class of sufferers, than we have been in the habit of doing, ev- 
ery physician will hail with joy, even a probability of wresting from the 
fell destroyer some of his heretofore almost omnipotent power. 

Respectfully, B. S. Lawson. i 



Hastings, Minnesota, July 2Qtk, 1 860. 

B. S. Lawson, Dear Sir ; — It is, probably, time that your patient 
should report. My brother informed me that he reported my case oc- 
casionally to you. I have, therefore, delayed writing until I should have 
a fair opportunity of trying this climate and making just observations. — 
I spent about half the time since leaving your city in upper Iowa ; I 
found the weather there a decided improvement upon that of our own 
State. The month of April was windy — very windy, but the air was 
dry and bracing, and did not occasion me any injury. I was with a 
brother who lives on a farm, and by working, playing, fishing and hun- 
ting, I found a slow and gradual improvement of health. 1 was there 
some six or seven weeks. A number of farmers and mechanics in that 
neighborhood, who had been afflicted with various forms of throat and 
lung disease in other States, had found permanent relief by a residence 
there. 

Persons on the boats gave flattering accounts of the fine climate of 
Minnesota, and I was induced to visit that region. On my arrival here I 
found that the people were perfectly enthusiastic about the healthfulness of 
this country. I have been here long enough to form an opinion of 
my own ; from actual observations, my cool, deliberate and candid judg- 
ment is, that the reports have not been exaggerated. There are in this 
town about 2,000 inhabitants, and among them are representatives of 
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Dearly all the Slates of our Union, and of many European countries. 
There are four i>v live pliysicians living Ix^re, I think that not more than 
one of them is wliully dopondint on his practice for a livelihood. Some 
other business must support them while they attend to the small, number 
of patients. 

I have been astonished to find so many men here who came as inya- 
lids — some dibpairin;^ of evi-r /L'etting well again — and who now en- 
joy either good health or a HufTicieury of it to enable them to attend 
regularly to business. There is one Methodist preacher in Hasting^, 
:ind another about three miles above town, both of whom were laid aside 
in Indiana, with severe hemorrhage, but who now are preaching regular- 
ly. Another, traveling on a circuit immediately back of us — who was 
prostrated by dyspepsia and lung difficulty — has been here nearly three 
years, and looks now the picture of health. Ministers from many 
btates, and of nearly all denominations, who were completely laid aside 
elsewhere, are found to be effective in the pulpit here. Many of all 
classes, many of whom I could name, have been much benefited by a 
residence here. Physicians say that the great majority, nearly all, are 
either cured or much improved ; especially, persons suffering from dis- 
ease of the throat or that of the lungs, or from dyspepsia. Some per- 
sons come here who are/t/r ^«wc with consumption, and the flame of life 
burns brightly for a few days ; but, suddenly they die. I have found 
a few who have here contracted disease of the lungs, and have heard of 
a few having died. 

The healthiness^of the State, I think, is to be attributed to several cir- 
cumstances, some of which I will mention. 

The air is always dry and bracing, and the atmosphere exceedingly 
pure, so that, with the naked eye, objects ten and even twenty miles 
off, can be distinctly seen. I mean small objects, such a horse, mound, 
rock, etc. 

The soil is sandy, so that, when it rains, the water does not stand on 
the ground. Hence, tiiere is no mud or fogs. 

The weather is ext^eedingly warm in the summer. I should expect 
the thermometer to reach as high a degree as in Ohio; but persons do not 
suffer much from the heart, because there is a constant, cool breeze pass- 
ing over the land. 

The nights are cool. We generally find no inconvenience in having 
two covers on the bed at night. Persons^ thus, are always sure of re- 
freshing rest, and awake in the morning with a clear mind and an in- 
vigorated body. 

The changes in the day are gradual, and we have to adapt dress to 
the time of day. These changes, however, of weather are few and 
very gradual. Physicians and others speak of autumn and winter as 
being most favorable to health. There is seldom any rain during these 
periods : they say, no rain from about the lOth of November, until the 
lOth of March. The winter weather is exceedingly cold, but uniform. 
The sun shines brightly, but there is no melting ; no dampness ; all dry. 
Even furniture, in winter, is liable to fall to pieces on account of dryness 
of atmosphere. They say that the cold comes on slowly, and though 
they feel it keenly when the hard freeze comes, yet they soon get ac- 
customed to it, and enjoy themselves finely. Farmers have told me 
that they never had cattle to do so well anywhere during winter as here. 
The spring is somewhat windy, and ihei^iox^ Tiot eo pleasant. 
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There is one fact worth noticing, and of some importance, in estimat- 
ing the healthiness of this land, and that is, that a man's appetite becomes 
almost ungovernable. " Have you got the Minnesota appetite ?" was 
a common question when I first came. 

The scenery is beautiful. He that has an eye for lovely and pictur- 
esque landscapes can be gratified here. The waters of the lakes and 
rivers are pure and clear as crystal. The country is all dotted over with 
small lakes, and many of these abound in choice fish — pickerel, pike 
bass, etc. 

This State is destmed to have a large population. The wheat, cats and 
potatoe crops will create a sensation this year in the country. I never 
saw a more promising harvest. 

I have thus noted down without order a few things. If I can get 
more reliable information, tables of weather, etc., I will write more defin- 
itely hereafter. 

In reference to my health, I will state a few things. I steadily im- 
proved for nine or ten weeks after leaving home. I then took cold from 
getting wet, and my cough returned with increased expectoration. My 
cold hungon'me for about three weeks, and, although I lost ground, I did 
not become prostrated. The irritation about my throat was violent, and 
then passed into my lungs,* and I had copious expectorations, and during 
three days a little blood, occasionally with it. 1 was uneasy, but kept 
** on the go'* all the time. It is now about two weeks since the cold 
gave way, since which time I have been constantly improving again. I 
expectorated freely a heavy yellowish matter, such as I did in the spring. 
Before taking cold it had almost ceased, and did not amount to a thimble 
full per day. I have no cough, save when I expectorate, and this latter 
is generally done by clearing the throat. In every respect I feel perfectly 
well, excepting the irritation of the lung. In eating and sleeping I am 
equal to my best days. I am not quite as strong as formerly, but am 
able to go all day and manage to keep up with others very well. My 
voice is clear and strong. There is no husky sound about it. My pulse 
still keeps up — nearly 80 — from 76 to 84 per minute. My weight is 
about the same as when in Cincinnati. There has not been a variation 
of two pounds since last winter. 

I have avoided using my voice publicly, though I am beginning to 
think that I may soon resume pulpit labor sparingly. I am often urged 
to preach, and when 1 say that health will not permit, I am always 
met with the reply, ** You don't look like a sick man. I suppose that I 
could travel anywhere without being taken for an invalid. I concluded, 
some time ago, to quit complaining, and to consider myself well. There 
is one drawback upon me, that is, I cannot use my lungs as I used to do. 

In summing up the case, the report shall be progress. 

The facilities for hunting and fishing are fine here, and I have made 
good use of them, believing that they will bring me out yet. 

l^^ow, if you have any suggestions, advice, prescriptions, etc., I would 
be glad to receive them. I have enjoyed much better health this sum- 
mer than I had expected, and have been able to be moving about nearly 
every day since I came west. I feel myself indebted to you as my 
benefactor. I feel thankful to my Heavenly Father that I enjoy so much 
health, and I still indulge the hope that I may be so restored as to be 
able to engage in that work which lies so near my heart, 

Yours> ^^'l.'^Lw^^^A*. 
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HTPuronsiL 

Pr.OF. Bowuyo : — In the June cumber of your Journal I noticed an 
»rti«';I<i npon the Subject of Hypnotism, translated firom L'Abeille Medi- 
cole, by Dr. Shapard, of Flat Creek, Tenn. I concluded to try the ex- 
periment, which, though norel, still is so simple, and whicb had been 
successfully performed by Mr. J. Baird, and afterwards repeated by M. 
Azam, agiege professsor in the surgical clinique of the Medical School of 
Bordeaux 

The subject of my first experiment was a young lady, in good health, 
aged about seventeen years. She was seated in an easy chair, and a 
spectacle glass placed about ten inches from the eye, in the median line 
of vision. A candle was then placed in a position so as to be seen in the 
glass. When all was arranged. I directed her to look solely at the can- 
dle reflected in the glass, and in about six or eight minutes I discovered 
the telling effects of the experiment. Her eyes began to look very red, 
her countenance remained immovable, her respiration at the same time 
becomings: diflBcult, with contraction of 'the ocular and palpebral mus- 
cles, — a condition resembling catalepsy ; — the eyes at this time becom- 
ing perfectly closed, — indeed, she was asleep. Finding her in this con- 
dition, I determined to ascertain whether she was insensible to pain, and 
pinched her several times vnthout provoking the least motion. Her hand 
being ra'*sed, unlike M. Azam's patient, fell powerless as one in deep 
sleep. 

Being fully satisfied that there was a reality in hypnotism, I concluded 
to bring this provoked sleep to an end. Accordingly I made the spell 
vanish, by rubbing the eyes, then causing an insufllation of cold air upon 
her brow, as recommended by M. Azam, whereupon she immediately re- 
turned to consciousness, at the same time expressing herself as very much 
astonished at the condition in which she had been placed, as she had be- 
fore the experiment, expressed herself as having little or no confidence in 
it. Being asked if she had felt any pain inflicted, she replied that she 
had not, but had a very pleasant nap, her only objection being that it 
was too short. 

I then determined to try the experiment upon myself. Accordingly, 
having seated myself, I directed my attention at the same object as in 
the first experiment, and soon felt myself becoming drowsy, then fell into 
a profound sleep, being restored as in the first experiment. 

The above is just what I did, saw and felt, which makes me a believer 
in hypnotism. My experiments suggested to me these questions. — Why 
does the subject of the experiment sleep ? and what causes that sleep ? 
These questions in my opinion are easily answered, mine being that as 
the object to be looked at during the experiment is to be a bright one, 
the brilliancy of the object causes a contraction of the pupils of the eye ; 
at the same time the inflammation caused^by looking at the bright object, 
suffuses the eye with blood, producing a feeling of blindness. This, 
with the effect it has upon the brain, hurries the individual into the arms 
of Morpheus I 

Yours very respectfully, 

W. H. Hakcoci:, M. D. 

JRandolph, Tenn. June 23, 1860. 
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On the Treatment of Goitre by the external application of the Bini- 

odide of Mercury. 

Bt J. MiLLFKODsniic, M. D. Edin., 

Physician to the FarriDgdon General DispeDsary and Lying-in Charity. 

Upwards of two years have now elapsed since Dr. Moreal, Inspector of 
Gaols, Bengal, brought before the notice of the profession the successful 
treatment, adopted by Captain Cunningham, of the 11th Irrregular Cav- 
alry, for the cure of goitre by the external application of the biniodide 
of mercury. Since then, so little notice has beeen taken of this remedy, 
that I am induced to recall attention to it as a most valuable agent in 
these otherwise tedious and too often intractable affections. I have my- 
self had considerable opportunity of testing its efficacy, and always with 
a most fortunate result. A certain amount of difficulty is, however, 
experienced in its application, as the influence of the solar rays appears 
to be absolutely essential to its curative action, and therelore in this 
country it can only be adopted with perfect success during a few of the 
summer months. The following is the plan I have invariably pursued 
with the patients under my care : 

Anointment of the biniodide (biniodide of mercury, 16 grs. ; lard, 1 
oz. )has been rubbed first into the swelling for several days. Then seis- 
ing the opportunity of a powerful mid-day sun, the patient has been ex- 
posed to its influence, the throat being thoroughly smeared with the 
same application, and the head well elevated. It is generally borne for 
upwards of an hour, when a severe sensation only of blistering is produced. 
The patient should then be allowed to return home, and cautioned not 
to rub off the ointment. 

Dr. Moreal suggested the application of artificial heat ; and thinking it 
possibly might have a similar influence, though in a modified degree, I 
made several experiments though, I regret to say, with but little success. 
In one case I caused the patient to sit before a large fire ; in another, I 
held a hot flat-iron a short distance off the swelling. In the latter case 
the pain was so great as to demand immediate discontinuance. 

Some of the cases in which this treatment was most eminently suc- 
cessful had been of long standing, and all the usual remedies, both in- 
ternal and external, had been tried in vain. One woman had suffered 
from the swelling for four years, and for upwards of one year had been 
taking the iodide of potassium internally, and applying the iodide-of-po- 
tassium ointment externally, but without deriving the slightest apparent 
benefit. The biniodide was only applied once ; and before the expira- 
tion of a month a diminution of two inches by measurement in the 
size of the tumor had taken place. At the end of six months no sign of 
the former disease was perceptible. 

The superiority of this mode of treatment consists in its great cleanli- 
ness, its not discoloring the skin, and causing no external breach of sur- 
face, together with its speedy remedial action ( one application generally 
sufficing.) As to the modus operandi^ whether it is due to rapid ab- 
sorption, or to chemical changes, is, I believe, as yet undecided. — LoU' 
don Lancet, 
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OperariuZLS for Knock-Zneea by tlie Subcutaaeoxu Diyiaion of the 

Tendon of the Biceps Femoris, with Cases. 

By a. G. Walter, M. D., of Pitt3Burgh, Pa. 

T'.- i :' rr/.i" kr.'.Tr* br the name of *' Jcnork-kjkeey'* tbouofli not of 
It- ^ ; o: ■-•'• irr^-nt:**, :in«l i^'^a'frailv not of a nature to deprive tlie person 
tiius *:!*»- .■;,.i 'jf a.rriv.; loc-jmoiion, is neverth«iles3 a aerioua andunsii^htlv 
inarm:;-. Musiij '.riijimitinj^ during infancy and childhood, in conse- 
f\\ir\ " i w-.ik:;e>3 of the ma-clris of the lower limbs, orthopaedieal 
nitf !:.-> !i:iv-; b»;on r»raor:ed to wIlK the view of restoring the knee-joint to 
'wa '..:,::ia^ po'iti'jn. The ppioess of restoration, however, has usuallj, 
afi*-:- nracii iiii;e and Libor sp-nt by the =urafeon, and discomfort endured 
bj :!'..- pari^rn:, b^sen very slow, imperfect, and mostly unsuccessful. 
Tl: .u,!i thn: principle up«)n which mechanical appliances are to act in 
retir :T*'.r.,- the dcLrm^d j-^ints is a plain one, thy proper adjusting and 
rcti!.;]::,' ih-i ;=ame upon tlie limbs of the patient for locomotive purposes 
is L'j-.ijrily irk>.-jme and painful, but mostly fruitless. Considering the 
ana^)m:l^>-p\th•.lo-•icdl r«=Ia:ion of the deformed joint, we find that the 
htG'l J i'l : tJj'uL is n-jt enlv tliruwn inwards from its natural line with the 
femur, but at the same time somewhat twisted around its axis, the outer 
port: .n of the :^lenoidAl surface of the tibia bein^ received by the posterior 
par: jf the '^judylus exiernus. On the inner side of the joint there is 
dLkit isis between the inner condyle of the femur and the head of the tibia, 
the irir.er rid 'e of the latter bein^j somewhat in advance of the inner con- 
dvk of the femur, while the outer riJjre of the tibia is drawn behind and 
in <:ljae proximity with the posterior surface of the external condyle of 
the femur ; the head of the tibia, too, being brought in close apposition 
wiih the condvie. This unnatural deviation and twistintj beinsT brouorht 
about by the yielding of the fibrous and muscular apparatus of the inside 
of the knee-joint under the weight of the body, in consequence of the 
impaired innervation of the muscles of the limbs, cannot last without 
structural contraction taking place on the opposite side of the joint. Thus 
we find that the tendon of the biceps femoris, being inserted into the upper 
part of the fibula, is in a state of structural tension during the attempt of 
forcing the limb mUj its natural position, while the knee-joint is kept ex- 
tended. But in the flexed position,'tbe configuration of the joint appears 
natural, and the action of the corresponding bones normal, no contraction 
of the mu.-cles inserted into the crus being perceptible. The moment, 
however, the joint is extended and the head of the tibia prevented from 
twisting around its axis, the tendon of the flexor biceps becomes tense, 
and resists the attempt made to brin<f the femur and crus into their 
natural line. 

Xo mechanical contrivance of our suggestion, or that of any other 
surgeon, being able of overcoming this tension of the biceps, and of pre- 
venting at the same time the semi-rotation of the head of the tibia, 
subcutaneous section of the implicated tendon alone seemed to promise 
relief Though sanguine of success by tenotomy, still permanent relief 
without a long continuance of the supporting apparatus to the joint, ap- 
peared doubtful in cases of old standing, as it was reasonable to suppose 
that absorption of the articulating surface of the outer half of the joint, 
and Dew bony deposit upon its inner half, would have taken place. The 
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joint thus altered, and its articulating surfaces changed from the trans- 
verse to the oblique, being but illy able to support itself, would easily be 
displaced without steadiness being given to it for a long time, till by na- 
ture's absorbent and modelling power the corresponding surfaces had 
again returned to their original shape. 

Experience, however, has not verified these conjectures. The articu- 
lating surfaces being but slightly, if any, altered, and structural contraction 
overcome once by tenotomy, the joint becomes restored to its natural 
position, and remains normal, a supporting apparatus only being needed 
for a comparatively short time. 

Not being aware of any attempt to relieve this deformity by division of 
the flexor biceps femoris, none having been made public, I may lay claim 
to originality in offering the result of the following'cases as confirmatory to 
the success of the practice, which recommends itself by being painless, 
easy of execution, and of speedy efi'ect, not depriving the patient of the 
use of his limbs but for a few weeks. 

Orthopaedia having thus far failed in aflfording relief in the hands of 
most surgeons, resection of a V shaped piede from the head of the tibia 
has been resorted to with success by Dr. Mayer, of Wurtzburg, in 1851, 
(the case having been reported in the London Lancet.) Original, and 
yet successful as the latter operation has been in the hands of the Doctor, 
its hazard, however, and the prolonged confinement to which the patient 
had to be subjected in consequence of it, cannot fail to prevent its intro- 
duction, the necessity being entirely superseded by the successful re- 
sults oitenoiomyym conjunction with gradual extension, as shown by the 
report of the following cases : 

Walter Pope, 4 years of age, of Pittsburgh, was born well formed and 
healthy. When one year old dentition, accompanied by diarrhoea, re- 
duced his strength, in conseqtience of which lateral deviation of both 
knee-joints gradually and steadily took place. The upper part of his 
body grew*naturally, the lower limbs remaining placid and diminu- 
tive. 

He is tolerably active, still falls frequently, both knee-joints touching 
each other, while the feet are widely separated, the patient resting on the 
inside of the foot, with the toes pointing outwards. The deformity is 
very great ; the deviation of the crus from the natural line of the femur 
amounts to some seven inches. There is a semi-rotation outward of the 
head of the tibia, occasioned by the contraction of the tendo bicipit. fe- 
moris. On flexing the knee-joint the deformity disappears, but returns 
on extending it. The natural line of the tibia, also, has diverged from a 
concave to a convex one, the curvature being outward and somewhat 
forward. On October 6th, 1858, assisted by Dr. Henderson, the tendon 
of the biceps femoris was subcutaneously divided above its insertion into 
the fibula, the patient being under the influence of sulph. ether, and a 
tin splint, well padded, and hollow to fit the leg, laid upon the outside 
of the whole limb, confined by a roller from below upwards. No fever 
followed. The extension of the joint being daily increased, the patient, 
a few weeks after, began to stand upon his limbs. A few weeks later 
walking was commenced, with the knees still supported in the extended 
position. An orthopeedical apparatus was then attached to his shoes, 
with a joint at the knee, resting upon the outside of the limb, by which 
the latter were kept in their restored positions. The boy rapidly gained 
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strcni^th, and w.i3 able, in six months, to walk without any support, whic^ 
had been left off by his parents, the deformity not having re-appeared at 
the pr«s«'nt date. 

I'l'tcr Mr. Cot/, a lad of 11 year:* of agfl, of Alleghany city, born healthy. 
Contiacuii measles, followed by whooping cough, when three years of 
age, whii'h reduced him greatly, and prevented '(locomotion for some 
time. Si)me months later h«i began to walk, when lateral deviation of the 
knee-joints inwards took place, and gradually increased. The knees 
touched each other, the feet were widely separated, and the toes everted. 
The sliaft of the tibia, also, bent inwards and forwards under the weight 
of the body. Various were the appliances tried by his physicians with- 
out avail. Tenotomy of the biceps femoris, above the fibula, was made 
on November 12ih, 1868. A hollow tin splint was applied to the limb, 
and the giadual extension of the joint commenced a few days after. The 
deformity yielded gradually to the extending force, and was relieved at 
the expiration of three weeks. The boy began to stand upon his feet 
and walk with stifif knees for a few weeks, when the orthopsedical appar- 
atus was attached to his limbs, allowing him full freedom of motion. 
This was worn for a year, and then left oflf, the deformity not re-appearing. 
The muscles of the cms, before flaccid, have regained their natural fud- 
ness ; even the shaft of the tibia having perceptibly returned to its natural 
line. 

Henry Galbraith, 6 years old, of Pittsburgh ; when born was feeble, 
thriving but slowly ; dentition was slow, and accompanied with pro- 
tracted diarrhoea. He did not begin to walk until two years old, and 
then his knees already began to bend inwards. The upper part of his 
body increased in bulk and strength, while the lower part remained fee- 
ble. Locomotion, however, became pretty active, but increased the 
deformity, which was already very great, the feet turning as in confirmed 
valgus. The tendo bicipit. femoris was subcutaneously divided May 6th, 
1859, under the influence of ether. Extension began a few days after, 
and was kept up for three weeks. The boy was then allowed to walk, 
the limb being supported by an apparatus. This was continued over a 
year, was then left ofif, no inclination of the deformity to return being 
perceptible. Since, he has become stronger, and bids fieiir to pass his 
childhood in health and vigor. 

Jlart/ Ann Kicher, of Pittsburgh, aged 6 years, of decidedly scrofulous 
constitution, plump and fleshy ; was two years old before she could 
walk, her body being too heavy for the strength of her limbs. When 
she had passed her third year, scarlatina' disabled her from walking for 
four mouths. Last fall her knees began to give way without any per- 
ceptible cause, gradually bending inwards. Though never active on her 
feet, she could walk tolerably well, but would frequently &11, the knees 
striking each other. The deformity in this case, too, is very great ; the 
line of the femur diverges at the knee-joint to almost a right angle, the 
tibia is curved inwards, the inner side of the soles of the feet touching 
the- ground, with toes everted. On June 12th, 1860, in the presence of 
Drs. McClelland, of Westmoreland county, and J. Greenawall, the tendo 
bicipit. femoris was divided, and gradual extension was commenced a 
few days after ; the limbs at present being straight, and the patient al- 
ready having the use of them, though supported by the outer splint. 
She walks about with ease, and will be able to dispense with the apparatus 
eome montba hece. — Medical and Surg» Repwtex, 3>Jil\j ^V, I860. 
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A New Method of Dissection. 

A great disideratum in aDatomy is, to obtain an exact idea of the real 
position of the internal organs. This, however, is far from being the 
case in. dissections by the common method ; since every section made on 
the body, rendered flabby and unelastic by death, produces a correspond- 
ing deformation ; the soft parts contract, and nothing but an approxima- 
tive idea can be formed of the relative position of tiie exposed parts be- 
fore the operation. In order to obviate this inconvenience, Dr. j?irogoff, 
of Russia, has had the ingenious idea of subjecting the body, before 
dissection, to a cold of eight digrees centrigrade (16 Fahr.) for the space 
of three days. By this means the body acquires a hardness like that of 
wood, its organs retaining, at the same time, their relative sizes, since 
the moisture they contain increases by congelation, and thus counteracts 
the contraction which the solids would otherwise undergo. 

The body in this state is subjected to the circular saw, which will cut 
off slices of the thickness of a one franc piece with the greatest nicety, 
either longitudinally, transversely, or along the axis of the member. By 
this means Dr. Pirogoff has been enabled to publish an anatomical atlas 
of every part of the human body, seen under three different aspects. In 
order to copy out a section obtained in the manner described, Dr. 
Pirogoff passes lightly over the frozen slice with a worm sponge ; the 
surface was thus thawed for an instant, but a transparent film of ice is 
immediately afterwards formed over it. A pane of glass with lines drawn 
upon it crossing each other at right angles, so as to form so many 
squares, is then laid on the ice film, and the surface copied out upon 
paper also divided into squares like the glass. 

By this means the greatest precision is attained. The principle of re- 
frigeration has been carried still further by the ingenious invenlor, who 
by exposing the body to a cold of 18 degrees centrigrade (four degrees 
Fahr.) reduces it to the consistency of a stone, and then operates upon it 
like a sculptor with a chisel and mallet, laying all the viscere open with- 
out in the least degree injuring them. It is thus he has been enabled to 
ascertain that the cavities of the mouth, nose, the tympanum of the ear, and 
of those of the respiratory organs are the only ones which enclose air, and 
that everywhere else the surface of all parts of the body adhere immedia- 
tely to the membranes enveloping the organs they contain ; so that, 
however apparently dissimilar their surface of contact may be, there is 
still no empty space between them. — Reporter ^ Aug, 4th, 



Japanese Doctors. 

Our Philadelphia brethren seem to have been sadly hoaxed into the 
belief that "Dr. Kowasaki Downing" and his brother "medicine man" 
in the Japanese Embassy were bona fide surgeons, and hence they scared 
up a number of bloody operations for their instruction. Profeslsor 
Gross performed lithotomy, and was complimented by the assurance that 
in Jeddo this was done after the "Dutch fashion." Professor Pancoast 
amputated at the hip-joint, &c., in their august presence at the Hos- 
pital. 

It so happens, that these Japanese claimed to have been familiar with 
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the **silv»?r suture " anl other surgical matters for a century or more. — 
Bu: tlu y must have been posted tor the occasion by som^ebody, since 
these Japanese doctors have been since proved to be utter **know-noth- 
inCj's *' on this an 1 every other medical subject ; and of their stolid stu- 
pidity there can be no doubt. 

Our New York Hospital doctors were grievously disappointed in not 
b»*ing able to coax these Japanese bre'hreninto witnessing an amputation, 
(fcc, though diligent efforts were made, but they did not relish their 
Philalelphia eipirience, and incontinently refused to repieat it. A wag- 
gish neighbor of ours told them that, as they had seen the ** Dutch fash- 
ion" of operating by Dr. Grods, he would show them the "Irish fash- 
ion," by Dr. Wa'son : but even this joke failed to tempt them. The 
medical pretensions of these Japanese doctors we regard as an unmitiga- 
ted humbug. Happily, three American surgeons are on board the Ni- 
agara — American Medical Gazette, August, 1860. 



Acute Neuralgia cured with the aid of the Continuous Oalranic Cur- 
rent, 

With peculiar sympathetic effect upon the Uterus. 

By Harry Lobb, M. R. C. S. etc. 

The following case will be interesting, not only to those who look upon 
galvanism as a valuable therapeutic agent, but to the physiologist, who 
may perceive a pec liar sympathetic or searching action of the galvanic 
current, whereby the real organ in fault is sought out by the fluid, and 
the reflex action of the nerves demonstrated. 

I was sent for on the 29th ultimo to see a lady sufiering from the most 
acute neuralgia of the nerves of the upper and lower jaws and temple of 
the right side. She could obtain no relief from the remedies she had 
tried. The week previously she had been attacked with neuralgic; pains 
in the right knee ; but this had departed since the appearance of the pain 
in the jaws. Her age was about forty-six, and she had not menstruated 
for seven months ; otherwise she was in tolerable health. Her teeth had 
been examined by a dentist and pronounced sound. 

I applied the continuous galvanic current to the jaws and temple with 
the aid of a Pulvermacher battery — the positive pole beneath the ear, the 
negative to the various painful parts, — for half an hour. I left the bat- 
tery, explaining its use, and desired it to be applied the moment there 
■was any return of pain. This did not occur till the evening, when it was 
applied, and the lady had a p^ood night, awaking free from pain. She 
passed the day well, but about 1 a. m. on Tuesday (the '^Ist instant) she 
had the most acute agony in the upper jaw it was possible to conceive, 
when the current was applied, and she fell asleep in the midst of it. She 
awoke in the morning free from pain, menstruation having come on dur- 
ing the night; this has progressed favorably, and she had no return of 
the neuralgia. 

This might be considered by some to be an accidental coincidence, 
and not induced by the galvanism ; and this plea I should allow if I had 
not already had several allied cases where the same efiect had been pro- 
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duced in the same manner, and quite as unexpectedly ; for I did not 
learn the condition of this lady until afterwards. 

I have frequently observed that galvanism has this peculiar power of 
selection ; that although, through pain or some other cause, the current 
may be applied to a part or organ, some distant and hitherto unsuspected 
organ is stimulated by it, and pain is removed, at the same time secretion 
is induced in a complimentary gland. — London Lancet, August. ^^^ 

^ 

Importance of the Functions of the Skin. 

In the Pathology and Treatment of Tubercular Consumption, 

Bt Dr. Toulmin, of St. Lsomabd's. 

The proximate cause of tubercle is, in all cases, according to Dr. 
Toulmin, the breathing of impure air, and air in so small a quantity 
as to render it impure, especially during the night. The rich being 
subject to phthisis as well as the poor, he drew the attention of the Har- 
veian Society to the importance of the respiratory funtions of the skin, as 
proved by the fact that death resulted from closing the cutaneous pores 
artificially by varnishing the skin of rabbits and other animals, and 
suggested that from the coldness of the climate and other reasons, the 
better classes of society did not daily wash the whole surface of their 
bodies, and that the debris of the cuticle and the exuvia momentarily 
forming on the skin rendered the surface impervious to air. In this 
mode the same imperfect oxygenation of the blood ensues as is produced 
in the poorer classes by breathing mephitic air. For the removal of this 
state of skin, the only means of cure is free diaphoresis by artificial heat, 
which softens and expels large quantities of sebaceous matter, after the 
surface has been washed clean with soap and water. 

Novel doctrines as to the nature and treatment of phthisis were enun- 
ciated ; the treatment being considered under its hygienic and medical 
aspects ; under the former, the patient was recommended to live in a high, 
dry, and marine atmosphere, on the downs rather than under them ; and 
to be in open air, devoting himself to suitable athletic exercises. 

Medically, the treatment was mainly the use of the hot-air bath, the 
daily anointing of the whole sur&ce with oleaginous matter, the keeping 
up open counter-irritation by setons or issues, and the use of tonics — 
each means of medication admirable in itself, but inefficacious if the hot- 
air bath, followed by aspersion of cold or tepid water should be omitted. — 
Med. Times and OazelU, April, 1 860 p. 467. 



We give the following from the Oglethorpe Medical and Surgieed 
Journal because we have been in the habit of advancing the same doc- 
trine when ever interrogated upon the subject Experience has taught ns 
that the student who commences his studies with a course of Medical 
Lectures, pursues them subsequently, with comparative ease, and 
advances with a rapidity equal to that of the student who has devoted 
twelve months to common office reading. We do not wish to be under- 
stood as favoring a shorter period of study before graduation ; we only 
desire to direct young men in the best channel for the acquisition of tba 
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most knowledge in a given time, tbrce years. We are unable to see the 
propriety of requiring students to read two years before they attend lee- 
turesjet them attend every winter, from beginning to end, if they chooee: 



Should Two Tear's Beading be a Prerequisite for attending Medieal 

Leotorai ? 

We think not, and our conclusion is based upon some experience both 
as a private and public instructor of young men, preparing themselves 
for the medical profession. A young man whose previous literary train- 
ing has been such as to render him &miliar with the origin of the technical 
terms in common use by medical teachers, and with we general princi- 
ples of chemistry, will find the lecture room much the best place for him 
to learn the rudiments of his future calling. All students with whom 
we have conversed upon the subject, concur with us in saying, that a 
young man whatever may be the strength of his intellect, or the extent 
of his previous acquirements, reads and comprehends with more satis- 
faction to himself, a/ier he has attended a course of lectures than before. 
A young naan ignorant even of the classics and chemistry, would lose 
noth ng by entering at once upon the study of his profession m the lecture 
room, if the experience of some of those with whom we have conversed 
is worth any thing. Such a young man would become familiar with the 
sounds of such words and expressions as he might not be able to com- 
prehend on the spot, and with a thousand things which appeal naturally 
and properly to the sight, and therefore the time spent in attendance 
upon one course of lectures would be valuably spent, as it would enable 
him to comprehend with more facility what he might read before the be« 
ginning of the next course. Young men could in this way attend three 
full and regular courses in the winter colleges, in even lees time than 
*' three years study," and pay hut for two of them. At all events the 
li'aculty of Oglethorpe Medical College do not require payment but for 
two courses. h. b. l. 



Certificates to Quacks. 

Clergymen, editors, lawyers, and strong-minded women, have pro- 
verbialy a proclivity towards quackery in physic, and are notoriously the 
most frequent endorsers of quacks, by certificates. The obvious reason 
is to be found in the fact that these several classes of persons, however 
skilled in their several departments, know less about the science of medi- 
cine than they do of any other subject, and are hence the earliest and 
easiest victims of the ignorant and unprincipled men and women who 
make a trade of the art of healing. And yet, most strangely, they lend 
their names to recommend nostrums of which they know nothing ; and 
certify to the pretentions of the vendors, of whom thev know still less ; 
and are hence found endorsing the vilest quacks and impostors in the 
land ; and testifying to the most flagrant falsehoods, because they know 
not what they do. 

We heartily wish that there were no similar certificate-makers in the 
medical profession ; but at this very hour, the newspapers are filled with 
advertisements of specialists and other quacks, who are ''obtaining money 
under false pretenses," while hazarding the health and lives of their 
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dupes, who become such solely because the impostors are ever publishing 
endorsements by professors and other eminent physicians, recommending 
them 'to the public confidence. 

It is sometimes said, in defence, that these certificates were given on 
the express condition that they were not to be published, but only shown 
in private ; yet this only duplicates the fraud, for such it is. Again, we 
are sometimes told that names are used without authority, and that the 
signatures are forgeries, which, if true, exonerates the parties from 
violating our Code of Ethics. But in a recent instance, the quack has 
forthwith published copies of certificates and signatures of two eminent 
men to refresh their *• oblivious memories," and proflfers to exhibit the 
originals at his office, and even threatens a suit for slander, by their 
denial of his card. We wish our neighbors, Professors Parker and Mott, 
a safe deliverance, and now hope for an end of their certificate-making 
for quacks. — American Medical Gazette. 
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Forcible Flezioii of Anchylosed Elbows. 

We frequently observe the good effects of the forcible rupture of the 
uniting medium, whatever that may be (except bone,) in partially an- 
chylosed surfaces ; and the measure of succees which follows this mode 
of practice is no doubt attributable to perfect rest in an ea§y position being 
adopted afterwards until the irritation or occasionally inflammation has 
subsided — a plan strongly insisted upon by Mr. Brodhurst in his work 
upon this important subject.* Although the cases are numerous in 
which this method of operation is now resorted to, we would draw at- 
tention to two examples of anchylosis of the elbow, which promise to be 
good recoveries. 

The first case occurred at St. Mary's Hospital, in a healthy man, aged 
twenty-five, who was admitted under the care of Mr. Lane, with his left 
elbow anchylosed pretty firmly at a very slight angle, arising from some 
former injury, believed to be fracture of the condyles, with partial dislo- 
cation of tlie radius and ulna. The olecranon process and outer condyle 
were close to each other, and the head of the radius was dislocated in- 
wards. For all purposes the arm was useless, and it was determined to 
bend it, under the influence of chloroform, and to break up the adhesions. 
Mr. Lane observed that he was sure the attempt would not make matters 
worse, but that every chance was in favor of considerable improvement. 
There was a good rotation of the radius, notwithstanding the displacement 
of its head. On the 23th of January the arm was flexed without the em- 
ployment of much force; but on moving it backwards and forwards a 
grating sound was emitted which led to the impression that good motion 
would not ensue. On flexing the elbow, the head of the radius resumed 
its natural position. In the event of success not following, another trial 
was contemplated ; but we are glad to say that no bad consequences en- 
sued, and there id tolerable flexion gained under the use of passive 
motion. 

A few days later (28th January,) at King's Cjllege Hospital, Mr. Fer- 
gusson put in practice tha same plan of treatment for anchylosis of the 
elbow, the resu't of soma old d'siase of the joint, in a boy aged about 

* On the Restoration of motion by the Forcible Extension and Rupture of the 
Unidog Medium of Partially Anchylosed Surfaces. 
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sixteen, and this has been attended with success thus &r from the use of 

gassive motion. There was not sufficient disease to require excision, as 
[r. Fergusson observed, and the course adopted seemed to biya the 
mildest under the circumstances. The forcible flexion was accomplished 
under chloroform without much difficulty, and to such an extent as to 
augur favorably for the future utility of the arm. 
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Pleuro-Pneumonia of Heat Cattle. 

Bt J. H. KUPPART. 

Having been appointed a member of the commission instituted by his 
Excellency, William Dennison, Governor of Ohio, to investigate the cat- 
tle disease now prevailing in Massachusetts, under the name of pleuro- 
pneumonia; and having made myself acquainted with that disease by a 
visit to the locality where it prevails, and by examination of the symptoms 
in the living animals, and the appearances presented upon dissection after 
death; and a careful investigation of the history of this aisease, as recorded 
by European veterinarians and physicians, I have arrived at the conclu- 
sion that this malady is one, involving so many interests, that a short des- 
cription of it would prove interesting to the readers of a medical journal. 

The disease of neat cattle called pi euro-pneumonia has, at times, pre- 
vailed extensivly in central Europe for several centuries. It first appeared 
about the year A. D. 360,and has, when prevailing, destroyed large num- 
bers of cattle. In later years its cure and prevention have occupied the 
attention of several of the European governments; consequently its nature 
and the laws of its propagation are beginning to be somewhat better un- 
derstood, and the preventive means, at least, have been duly ascertained. 

The cause of this disease, however it may have first originated, is, like 
that of small-pox and other of the catalogue of contagious or transmissible 
diseases, some principle or element, which, being the product of disease 
in one animal, is capable of producing a like disease in another of the same 
species, when brought into relation to its system, and always reproducing 
the same disease in all its essential characteristics. This character of 
transmissibility makes the subject of greater interest, because, on the one 
hand, intercourse between the sick and the well being prevented, the dis- 
ease is avoided; and on the other, this intercourse being permitted, the 
spread of the malady is limited only by the number of susceptible individ- 
uals exposed to its influence. 

The fatality of the disease is very G^reat, but what the percentage of 
recoveries would be cannot be ascertained at present, either in this coun- 
try or in Europe, as in both countris the diseased cattle have been killed 
before the natural termination of the disease. 

The seat of this disease is in the lung's, and its detection is very easy 
to a person familiar with the science of physical diagnosis and the appli- 
cation of this to the chest of the animal. Besides the physical signs, there 
are other symptioms of disease, as the general unthrifty appearence of 
the animal, loss of appetite, segregation from the herd in the momig, 
rough coat, and pinched squalid appearance, and this having led to a 
closer chest-examination, it will at once reveal the character of the dis- 
sease. 

The post-mortem appearences presented by this disease vary with the 
stage at which death has taken place. lu the early stages, there is simple 
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engorgement or hepatization of the lower part of one or both lungs; and 
when this diseased part is cut into, the lining membrane of the bronchial 
tubes will be found swollen, yellow, and everted, giving the lung the ap- 
pearence of being dotted over with little abscesses. A little later, the he- 
patization becomes marbled in appearance; still later, the circulation of 
blood and the passages of air are entirely cut oflF, the diseased part dies 
and is surrounded by a cyst of living but abnormal lung-tissue. Becom- 
ming separated from this gradually, it floats often entirely free, although 
sometimes the connection between the' isolated mass and the living lung is 
not wholly severed at the stage at which the examination is made. These 
isolated and floating masses are of very various sizes, some being no lar- 
ger than an orange,while others are of the capacity of a half-gallon meas- 
ure. 

The progress of the disease is marked by a softening of these floating 
masses. In favorable cases the pus is discharged and the cavity heals up. 
Some suppose that the pus is absorbed,but cases have been seen where 
the cavity communicated with one or more bronchial tubes, making it cer- 
tain that they are at least one of the natural outlets for the fluid product 
of the diseased lung, and perhaps the only channel through which it pas- 
ses off. 

The various methods of treatment followed should be such as to coin- 
cide with the general laws of therapeutics and hygiene. As a prophy- 
lactic, inoculation of the tail of healthy animals taken from diseased 
lungs in Jthe second stage of the disase, has been very successfully 
practticed in Europe. The animals which have been properly inoculated, 
exhibit certain characteristic symptoms, and frequently lose part of the 
tail, but almost always recover, and are then free from danger. 

The foregoing brief view of this terrible malady will, I hope, be suf- 
ficient to awaken the attention of physicians to a subject of so much im- 
portance. — Columbus Review ol Med. and Surgery. 



Lunatics in Good Old Times. 

It is impossible for us to imagine the condition of a lunatic asylums 
before the days of Pinel. Dungeons, wet and infected, without lightand 
air, called Loges^ containing a wretched mattress, or some rotten straw 
strewed on the ground. Human beings, naked or covered with rags, 
almost always furious, chained to each other, and shut up in these abodes 
of desolation and misery — actual tombs, out of which they came to be 
carried to their last dwelling place. Their brutal keepers selected from 
those who had been condemned to punishment, treated them like brutes, 
and used them most barbarously, abusing and ridiculing them, striking 
them cruelly, and continually fighting with them, throwing them their 
deficient and coarse food, keeping their water from them when thirsty, 
and their clothes when cold ; exposing them to the jokes of visitors. 
Such were the inhabitants of Bicetre at that time — wretched beings 
thought incurable, abandoned by their friends, deprived of all medical 
treatment, pale, wasted, wallowing in their own filth, groaning under 
the weight of the chains which tore their wasted limbs, raving under the 
horrible suffrings to which they were subjected by their inhuman 
keepers. 

Pinel. — When Pinel undertook the management of Bicetre the revo- 
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laticn waa at its heis^Lt. The notorious Couthon presided orer the 
dreaded Commune of Pari"!, and when Pinel came to bim for permUsion 
to r*;moTe the chnins from the madmen, went himself the next day to the 
asylum, fearing least in 8ach an act there shoal J be some hidden attempt 
a'^ainst the Democratic Government. When he saw the madmen, he 
turned to Pinel and said : " Are you not mad yourself, to wish to delir^r 
these heUi firoce^ from their chains ?*' ** Xo," answered Pinel, •• for I 
am certain that their chains make these wretched people thus riolent." 
*• Do as you like." said Couthon. From this time the good work com- 
menced. The following day he removed the chains from fifty, and from 
thirty more a few days afterwards. The Academy of Medicine has ad- 
dorncd one of its rooms with a picture of this scene of humanity. Shortly 
af:er this we are told that Pinel was seized bv some of the rufiSans of the 
day, under the pretext of being an aristocrat, and hurried off ** a la Ian- 
Ume /'' and that his life waa saved by an old soldier, one Chevigne, 
whom he had delivered from his chains in the Bicetre, and who had be- 
come his servant. 

Pinel states in letters of his lately published, that he was enabled to 
live decently on what he obtained by the translation of English works. 
"At this moment," he sars, ** lam enrjao^ed in the translation of Cul- 
len's Institute of Medicine, for which 1 receive one thousaad francs. I 
would give up physic altogether, if it was necessary for me to be running 
about all day in the streets. I wish for only a very small practice — to 
see little and observe much." — Chicago Med, Journal. 



The Instmct of Appetite. 

Chemiciil analysis and physiological research have established, beyond 
dispute, iLat every article of food and drink is composed of elements 
different in quantity or quality. It is equally true that the various parts 
of the human frame are different in their composition, as the bone, the 
flesh, the nerve, the tendon, etc. But there is no element in the human 
body which is not found in some article of food or drink. A certain 
normal proportion of these elements, properly distributed, constitutes 
vigorous health, and forms a perfect body. Jf one of these elements be 
in excess, certain forms of disease manifest themselves ; if there is not 
enough, some other malady affects the frame. When the blood contains 
less than its healthful amount of iron, it is poor, watery, and compara- 
tively colorless ; the muscles are flabby, the face pale, the eyes sunken, 
the whole body weak, the mind listless and sad. If the bones have not 
enough lime, they Lave no strength, are easily bent, and the patient is 
rickety ; if there is too much lime, then tTie bones are brittle, and are 
broken by the slightest fall or unusual strain. The highest skill of the 
physician in these cases, consists in determining the excess or deficit of 
any element, and in supplying such food or drug as will meet the case ; 
when the medical attendant cannot determine what is wanting, nor fur- 
nish the supply, nature is often loud enough in her calls, through the 
tastes or appetites, to indicate very clearly what item of food or drink 
contains the needed elements ; this is the * Instinct of Appetite.' Che- 
mistry is unable to say of but one article of human food, that it contains 
all the conslituents necessary to supply the human body with every ele- 
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ment requisite for its welfare, and tliat is pure milt, as supplied by t}ie 
mother of the new being ; but after the first years of life, the body demands 
new elements, in order to enable it to meet the duties which increasing 
age impose ; hence nature dries up this spring as being no longer ade- 
quate, and compels the search for other kinds of sustenance, showing 
that milk is a proper sole food for the young ones ; and healthy grown 
persons who live upon it mainly will always become invalids. 

All kinds of life, whether vegetable or animal, have with them a 
principle of preservation as well as of perpetuity ; were that, not the case 
all that breathes or grows would die ; this principle or quality is common 
to man and beast and all that springs from root or seed ; it is named 
" * Instinct* '* It is instinct which calls, by thirst, for water, when 
there is not fluid enough in the system. It is instinct which calls for 
food, by hunger, when a man is weak and needs renovation. It is curious 
and practically valuable as a means, for the removal of disease, to notice 
the working of this instinct, for it seems to be almost possessed with a 
discriminating intelligence ; certain it is, that standard medical publica- 
tions give well-antheticated facts showing that following the cravings of 
the appetite, the animal instinct has accomplished far more than the 
physician's skill was able to do ; has saved life in multitudes of cases 
when science had done its best, but in vain. — Cosmos ; Clinical News , 
June 9. 



Bi-Tartrate of Potassa in the Treatment of Menorrhagia. 

By J. A. Chambers, M. D. 

My attention was directed to the use of the above remedy, in 1848, 
by a communication published in Rankin's Half Yearly Abstract of the 
Medical Sciences, from Dr. Sylvester. Former experience teaching me 
the inefficacy of the usual remedies in the treatment of Menorrhagia, I 
determined to use it upon the authority given, when opportunity offered, 
knowing its inability to do harmy if not beneficial, 

I may state that you may class me among the Old Fogies in medicine 
in this respect. 1 love the noble profession of medicine, and appreciate 
its improvements, but am not one of those whose enthusiasm load thorn 
to jump at the discovery of new remedies, especially when they are en- 
ergetic in their action, in the treatment of disease. Remedies powerful 
m their action upon ^the human system must inevitably do harm if no 
good. Therefore, ample testimony should only justify a physician, in 
private practice, in using them, unless as a last resort. 

Believing, as I have said, in the inability of the remedy to produce 
harm, if no good, in such cases, I commenced the use of it in menorrha- 
gia, and have continued its administration when my judgment dictated it 
necessary, for the last twelve years, with greater success than with any 
one known remedy in that disease. Its action is rational, and conjoined 
with rest in the horizontal position, diet regulated in acoordanco to cir- 
cumstances, with perfect quiet of mental as well as pliysical exertion, its 
effects are beneficial and speedy. 

I will give the following cases of recent occurrence : Was called on 
the 7th of this month (June) to see Mrs. J. C, age about 40, the moth- 
er of nine children, the youngest three years old. Has menstruated reg- 



248 Case of Imperforate Amt$. [August, 

ularlj up to October last, since whicb tnne she had been irregular and 
proftae ; safflcientl j so to make its inroads upon her constitution. She 
was pale and exsanguined when I saw her, discharging freelj for the last 
five weeks. Thinking that it was kept up by a want of tone in the mus- 
cles of the uterus and its inability to contract, I prescribed tea-spoon-fol 
doses of vinum ergota, repeated four or five times in the twenty-four 
hours, promising to call in two days. Upon my return, I ascertained 
that the discharge had increased, if any difference. Her bowels being 
very costive, I prescribed the bi-tartrale with a two-fold object ; to re- 
move costiveness, and check the discharge. I directed her to take three 
tea-spoons-full of the medicine and put it in a sufficient quantity of boil- 
ing water to dissolve it, adding sugar sufficient to make it palatable, to let 
it cool, and drink the quantity in twenty-four hours — when that was 
gone, to use more in the same way. She did as directed, and in thirty 
six hours was entirely relieved, since which time I have heard of no re- 
currence of it. This is but one case out of numbers in which it has 
thus acted. — St. Joseph [Mb] JaurnaL 



Case of Imperforate Anns. 
Reported by Dr. J. S. McAnow, Guilford, Nodaway County, Mo. 

I was called, on the night of the 14th of November, 1859, to see the 
the child of Mrs. . The nurse informed me she had given sev- 
eral doses of castor oil without effect. I found, upon examination, 
the skin between the genital organs and coccyx of a natural color, and 
having as firm feeling as any natural, or true skin. I immediately deter- 
mined upon an operation, which was performed in the following manner : 
Placing the child upon its back, an assistant firmly holding the legs asun- 
der, I proceeded, with a scalpel, to make an incision, about an inch long, 
and with successive strokes, in the natural direction of the rectum. I 
reached the gut, where it had terminated in a cul de sac, about one inch 
and a half above the ordinary situation of the anus. When the scalpel 
entered the bowel a considerable quantity of meconium escaped. I ad- 
ministered an anodyne, and gave directions for a round, smooth piece 
of wood well oiled, to be introduced two or three times a day to prevent 
adhesion of the parts. On the 16th I again visited the patient, and 
found the wound very irritable. I directed a dose of laxative medicine, 
and applied the cold w^ter dressing to the parts. The wound gradually 
healed around, and left an orifice resembling very much a natural anus. 
The child is now well, and can retain its faeces unless jolted in an up- 
right position. 

This is one of the alleged cases of the influence of the imagination 
upon the foetus in utero. The mother of the child, while in her third 
month of utero gestation, assisted me in dressing the wounds of a child 
who had fallen back in some boiling soap suds and severely burned the 
nates and other parts of the body. The dead cuticle was of one contin- 
uous crust. The lady attributed to seeing the anus of the burned child, 
the malformation of her own. — SL Joseph (^Mo.) Journal, 

Ekormous Htpebtrophikd] Spleen. — M. Sappey exhibited to the Bio- 
logical Society of Paris, a hypertrophied spleen weighing 14lb8, 4 oa., 
Hud measuring 13 inches in length, 9 inches in breadth, and 5 inches 
in thiotness. Mr. S. ealimales l\ift liotmal s^leeiia to be 6^ ounces. 
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NEWS ITEMS, MEDICAL FACTS, &C. 

We copy the following from the Reporter of 1 1th inst., for the purpose 
of placing in U)e hands of our readers the righteous opinions, fearlessly 
expressed by an English Judge, upon a subject pregnant with interest 
to every Medical and Surgical practioner. It is unnecessary to speak 
in commendatioD, for every honest heart will respond, Amen ! 

Malp&acticb. — In a recent trial for malpractice, instituted against an 
English surgeon by his patient, for not treating bim properly for an in- 
jury to the hip. Lord Chief Justice Erie made the following important 
remarks : 

**The real question is not whether Mr. Herring was cured. It is the 
most intensely pernicious mistake to think that an action would lie 
against a medical man, because he does not cure his patient in every 
complaint. All that he is bound to do is, to have competent skill, and 
to use it to the best of his judgment. When he has done that he has 
done his duty, and he is not liable for any consequences which en- 
sue, which may be utterly beyond the control of man. According to 
the exceedingly valuable evidence which has been given in favor of Mr. 
Hacon, when he attended this roan he brought to bear upon his case a 
considerable degree of skill, and a disease supervened for which he is no 
more responsible than I am. If you are all of that opinion, a verdict 
will be taken for the defendant, which seems to me most satisfactory. A 
verdict was taken for the defendant." — Med, Times and Gazette, 

Tumor Pressing on the Trachea Necessitating Tracheotomy. — 
Small tumors existing in the vicinity of the wind-pipe, in the young es- 
pecially, should be carefully watched ; for if there is a tendency to en- 
largement, they may suddenly press upon this tube and cause suffocation. 
An instance of the kind occurred a few weeks back at Guy's Hospital. 
A boy nine years of age had been treated, as an out paiient, for sev- 
eral apparently-enlarged glands, situated about the neck, one of them be- 
ing in front of the trachea. On the 1 9th of April last, he was brought 
into the hospital, suflfering from great dyspnoea and threatening suflfoca- 
tion. The symptoms were so urgent that Mr. Bryant at once performed 
tracheotomy. This operation, at all times one of some difficulty, was 
more so from the position occupied by the tuiror, which was pressing 
upon the larynx ; consequently Mr. Bryant had to cut right through its 
middle to enable him to get at the wind-pipe low down. The upper 
surface of the pleura was felt quite close on one side, and the carotid 
artery and brachio-cephalic vein on the other. Notwithstanding these 
apparent drawbacks, the boy made a good recovery. It would be, how- 
ever, a wise precaution, at a later period, to remove the remains of the tum- 
or, lest it should give rise to any further trouble and mischief. — Lancet, 

Laceration of the Back of the Hand. — A very severe case of lacer- 
ation of the dorsal aspect of the right hand, in a stout and healthy man, 
was recently admitted into Guy's Hospital under Mr. Hilton's care. The 
injury was caused by machinery, and was followedjby sloughing of nearly 
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all the fvwsion*? of the cxterwor maiclefi ^ the back of the hand^ leaving 

an •^i*»*n.?iTe nw *u*-^:ice t*> h»^?il nr. Fa die event of this proeess cc*rir- 

rin/. rhe hand woaM have pnTe«l aa almofit ^laeless member ; :::er-r*:.re 

ir.^ '^'in-terviri-^n and :;T>DrriT*Mii'in*'. u> i<:;ai* ex*eat were atteciDJe'i gt 

. - *■ - * 

op«•^^^Joa on the IC'tn aliimo. There waa slirht motion in the lirtle 
and intiei linger, ini th-:? thnmh wai* sound. Trie padent was oio^t ani- 
ioa'. ".hat che ind^x ni^-'^r should be pt^.^rre^i, aa likelj §till to be most 
*«^m<:eable Co him in his avocation a.-* an en;rineer. The ring- and mli'lle 
fing^r^ were therefore taken awnr, wrtii aboat two-thirds of the meca- 
carps^I bones, and the parts well bronght t»>gether, thus forming a narrow 
hand, with a a rather thick ani bnlky palm. This, however, Mr. Hil:on 
thoa^t it b^-.^L not to meilU witli, on ^roorit of the natore of the 
•tniiuiiref* t^nutriar rnt>3 i'.^ formation. The reaitUia this instance was a 
good and useful hand. — /><</. 

Vew CliaxJB. 

We not'c} in o le o' o ir We^ier.i ei(T\i|ije; thit the Cincinnati College 
of M^ic n- a id Si'giry h^i e-tolishel a c lair her-rtof^re unknown to 
Medic il OAl^i^ea, tivi^ Is, an -irTTi chair. Speaking' of the lectnre nxyms, 
the ci real ir «ay'« : •• Tnev ar^ fami^hel wi?;h e)mfortabIe arm chairs, 
which are regarded as a decilei improvemen:, " <kc. To spesd^ our mind 
candi'lly, this speaks a little of clap<rapy, and might well be placed in 
the lin wi:a ^- birkci's, " ** dm-mi^ri " "a.iat^iij bjgas light, ic, '' <fec. 

J. S. W. 

We clip the aboTe from the July number of the SaTannah Jaumal of 
MillzlfK/;, of which J. S- W., is one of the editors ; his associates /zro in 
nnmber, are ProfesJiort in lr% Savannah Medi:al College, an annoance- 
ment of which we find in the same nnmbt^r. We have just finished a 
diiisection, "bj gas-Iighf, " of this announcement, and find that «evry 
paragraph leans terribly in the direction of ** ciap-trap"-e-ry for instance, 
•* the Faculty have eipen fe 1 ov^r for^}/'th(msrtnd dollars. " in the build- 
ing and for apparatus to demonstrate the various branches. *'* This same 
announcement tells us, in :?peakin^ of the Faculty, that ''their object was 
to create a school of medicine which should elevate the hi^h standard of 
medical education." Have tliey succeeded? Let their requirements for 
graluaci>a answer ; they are three in number. Ist. '* Qood moral charac- 
acter. 2il. 7wj Full * Courses o( MediQ^l Lectures.." 3rd. A Thesis 
written by hioaself." This \s ?iW, poslticely all!! — J. S. W. is smart — 
very. 

Snake Bites. — Dr. W. D. Johnson, of Hernando, Mississippi, reports, 
in the Xew Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal, (July,) his experi- 
ence with tobacco and alcohol, as antidotes in the bites of poisonous rep- 
tiles and inst^cts. He has used tobacco both extemallv and intemaliv, 
combined, however, with free alcoholic stimulation. The tobacco pro- 
duced nausea and vomiting in every case in which it was resorted to. 

* The italics are oar own. 
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Dr. Johnson regards either as efficacious when administered in time, and 
both together more prompt than either separately. He considers the pa- 
tient as safe when nauseated or intoxicated, and proposes the internal 
administration of alcoholic stimulants, and the local applicfitions of to- 
bacco, either as cataplasm, decoction, or infusion, as the best treatment. 
The local application of the tobacco greatly releaves the pain consequent 
on the swelling, and tends to arrest the swelling itself. — Reporter, 

Resection of the entire Radius. — Dr. Carnochan presented a pa- 
tient from whom the entire radius had been removed for necrosis. The 
bone was exsected from joint to joint. The motion of the hand is almost 
perfect, the patient being able to write with facility and rapidly. The 
hand is not quite in its natural axis, as it bends a little inward, while the 
styloid process of the other side formes a prominent projection. Dr. Car- 
nochan claims this as the first successful! oporation of this kind, and of- 
fers a premium of one hundred dollars to any one who can fairly disprove 
his claim. In conclusion he remarked that Dr. Gross of your city, was 
aware of this case, but he had chosen to omit all reference lo it in his late 
work upon surgery 

We copy the above from the Chicago Medical Journal^ and feel like 
commending the course pursued by Dr. Gross, provided , Dr. Carno- 
chan had offered the premium before Dr. G. published his work on 
Surgery. 

Just from France. — A young doctor, who had spent a few months in 
France, sight seeing, returned, and swinging his shingle, was not a lit- 
tle boastful in his allusions to his superior professional advantages. A 
French family stopping at the principal hotel of the doctor's city, had a 
little boy of three years of age to scratch his foot with a nail projecting 
through a lath, left near the fire for kindling. The accommodating clerk 
of the h« tel alarmed the father of the child by hinting the danger of te- 
tanus, and suggested that his chum and boarder, the doctor "just from 
Paris,*' be called in, as he understood French **like a book.'* Accord- 
ingly the doctor was instantly summoned. The boy, however, having 
forgotten the scratch, was intent upon appeasing the clamorous demands 
of his stomach, and upon the doctors's entrance was roaring for bread 
and meat. ** Du pain et jambon ; du pain etjamhon," roared the hungry 
lad. "My God," said the doctor, "he says he has pain in the jaw- 
bone — he has lock-jaw. The case is hopeless !" — Nashville Journal. 

Cloroform as a Hypnotic. — Opium and lactucarium are almost the 
only two agents which induce sleep by a special sedative action ; and 
they both have their inconvenience as well as their highly valuable prop- 
erties. A hypnotic without these inconveniences would prove an agent 
of great value, and M. Fonssagrives, of Cherbourg, believes that cloro- 
form is that agent, judging from his having used it with constant success 
since 1854, when it was recommended by Dr. Uytterhaven, a Belgian 
practitioneer. Sleeplessness arises from diflferent causes ; sometimes it 
is the result of the persistence of a painful symptom which forcibly ex- 
cludes repose ; at others it constitutes an entirely nervous symptom 
originating in some moral suflfe rings, absorbing preoccupation^ Qt to^ «a- 
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live iDtellectual exerdon ; wliile at other times it proceeds from a ricions 
habit of the cerebral centre. The sleepleasnesa becoming a cause of sleep* 
lessoess ; or, finally, the sleeplessness may result from the abase of hyp- 
notic remedies, or may be an epi phenomenon of certain acute diseases. — 
It is in the«e latter cases that chloroform is of especial service. The dose 
18 small but effectual, namely, from fire to ten drops. — BuU. de Therap., 
lome Ivi. 

The question op Prkmatubi Artificial DaLrvEar in casks of Un- 
controllable Vomiting. — L* Union Medicale, of the 3rd of April, pub- 
lishes a long and valuable article on this question, the occasion of which 
was a case under the care of an hospital physician of Brest, M. Cara- 
dec. The patient was a lady of twenty-two, who, in the second month 
of her first gestation, was seized with Tomi ting which nothing could arrest. 
She died towards the end of the fourth month, after some days of appar- 
ent improvement. M. Caradec had adopted in this case a mode of con- 
sultation which seems usual in France, but is not so in this country. — 
He had sen tan accurate account of the symptoms to L* Union Medicate, ask- 
ing for the opinion of the committee of medical gentlemen who, under the 
guidance of M. Latour, edit the paper. Both M. Caradec's letter and the 
answer are inserted in the journal, death having taken place subsequent- 
ly to the use of the remedies suggested by V Union Medicate. 

M. Camdt'c wished to deliver prematurely, but was afraid of incurring 
the n'spunsibility. It would appear, from the document sent to him by 
the above mentioned paper, that two eminent accoucheurs of Paris, M. 
Chailly Ilonore and M. Cazeaux, differ in their opinion as to the ques- 
tion at issue ; the first is a strong supporter of artificial delivery, and the 
latter is opposed to it. M. Cazeaux remarks that, although five success- 
ful cases have been quoted in English obstetric works, we are not ac- 
quainted with all those in which the operative interferences alluded to 
has failed to relieve the symptoms. 

PiPERiN IN Intermittent Fever.— Dr. Meli, of Venice, as the results 
of numerous experiments, comes to the following conclusions : 1. The 
febrifuge power of piperin is both energetic and rapid. 2. Its activity is 
much greater than that of cinchona. 3. It is more convenient than cin- 
chona, and its succedanea, exhibiting a great activity in a very small 
compass. 4. It neither changes, retards, or suppresses any secretion, 
or excretion. The alvine dejections are regularized, and the urinary se- 
cretion is rendered active. — Med. Times and Oaz., July 7, from Press$ 
Beige, No. 22. 

On tiik Means to be Emplotkd in Syncope from Hemorrhage after 
SuRdicAL Operations. — M. Debout, Editor of the Bulletin de Therapeu: 
tiqe, has published in a late number of that periodical, a valuable article, 
wherein he shows, by facts and arguments, that this syncope is not to 
be treated like the fainting which occurs after paturient haemorrhage. — 
M. Debout concludes with the following rules : — 

1 . Syncope following traumatic haemorrhage is a more serious symp- 

ton than the fainting resulting from uterine haemorrhage, both on account 

of the nature of the blood lost and its less rapid escape ; it may, therefore, 

be affirmed, that the means found successful in the latter complication 

are not, as a consequence, VikeiVy to b^ tffi.^\^T\t va (he former. 



I860.] Fdk&riei. 263 

2. As syncope, in traumatic baemorrbage, is the result of want of slim- 
idus to the nerrous centres, the remedy will consist in patting the pal lent 
upon his back, and in lessening the extent of the circulation by abdom- 
inal pressure. 

3. As we are to be especially anxious for the energy and duration of 
our therapeutic interference, we should add to the physical action of the 
means alluded to the stimulation of the heated steel knob, rapidly passed 
over Tarious parts of the cutaneous surface, and assist this operation by 
enemata of wine. This syncope is so perilous that all the above meas- 
ures combined will never be too powerful. 

M. Debout thinks that transfusion of blood in these cases are not to be 
relied upon. — Lancet. 

Effxct or McsTARo UPON THE Eruption of Yariola. — Messrs. Edit- 
ors : In your Journal of the 8th inst. you have a note from H. Lenard- 
son, M. D., stating the non-appearance of the eruption in confluent small 
pox in parts to which mustard was applied. Dr. L. very wisely seeks 
to know whether this observation accords with that of others. Within 
the last month I saw in one case in which there was a marked contrast to 
that reported by Dr. L. A lady past seventy years of age, was affected 
with varioloid after several days of much discomfort. During those days 
she used a mustard cataplasm very freely over the upper hal: of the ab- 
domen, and this part was left much discolored. When the eruption too!* 
place the part thus discolored had on it many more pocks than any otli- 
er part of equal extent on the head, trunk, or extremities. This case w.ia 
seen, and the particulars noted by Dr. J. H. Bigelow, as wel^ as by m} - 
self. James Jackson, 

Hamilton Place, April 7th, 18C0. — Louisville Xexts. 

HrnROPATHY. — Until Professor Liebig directed attention anew to the 
action of oxygen] on the human body, the causes of success or failure in 
hydropathy were unknown. The greatest possible action of the skin is 
produced under hydropathy, on the system by baths : large quantities of 
water are taken, and by these means the action of oxygen on the body is 
promoted to a very high degree, and death ensues, if ever the system is 
unable to furnish matter to resist the action of oxygen. — Med. Times 
and Oaz., July 7, 1860. 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 



Cinciniiati College of Medicine and Surgery. 

The Annual announcment of the coming session, will be found in this 
issue of the Journal, accompanied by a catalogue of students of last sess- 
ion ; as the same will be bound in pamphlet form, any wishing a separ- 
ate or extra number can be supplied by addressing the President. 

By an examination of the announcement it will be seen that some 
changes have been made in the Faculty ; the former students and friends 
of the College know well, how precarious was the health of our highly 
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esteemed friend and irorthy Colleague, Prof. Crnme ; who, for the last 
three years, desired that some one should take his place ; but through 
the constant soli ita lion of the Faculty continued to labor till the close 
of the last sesssion, and then, laid the foundation himself for his suc- 
cessor . Prof. Grume's position in the College is changed, but in the 
hearts of the Faculty never ; he will ever be greeted with the same warmth 
and enthusiasTi that characterized the meetings of past sessions, upon his 
return to the citv. 

m 

Prof. J. H. Tate, is too well known to require any notice, other than 
that he will devote his best energies to the chair, so ably filled by his 
predecessor. Having practiced many years in the city, and especially in 
the Obstetric department, (for the more thorough study of which he vis- 
ited Paris ; ) to the literature of which he is likely to become one of 
the most prominent contributors. Dr. Tate is not unknown as a teacher 
having occupied a chair in the Medical College of Ohio. 

Prof. G. R. Chitwood, takes the place formerly filled by Dr. J. C. 
Walker, which he was compelled to resign last winter, on account 
of the health of his amily, and partner in parctice, which prevented his 
leaving home for the city, his residence being in Peru, Ind. We have 
regretted tliis necessary separation, as Dr. W. is one of our most^romis- 
ingand energetic young men. In Dr. Chitwood, however, we have a 
colleague of practical experience, an i teaching ability, of the highest 
order. 



Medical Collesre of Ohio. 



O' 



The Annual Announcement of this Institution will be found upon our 
cover, to which we call the attention of the physician and student. In 
an article, already in press, we spoke of this College, and its unsettled 
condition ; since that article was written, the Trustees have elected a 
Faculty, as will be seen by reference to the circular. 

We are personally acquainted with five of the present Faculty, and have 
no doubt they will give general satisfaction. Of the other gentlemen, we 
hear good report. 

Cincinnati, with two regular schools of medicine, so arranged as to suit 
all who may desire a thorough and scientific course of training in the 
healing art, presents to the student many advantages of a superior char- 
acter, we must, therefore, claim for her that attention which her central 
position would seem to demand. 

The Profession of Cincinnati will compare favorably with that in any 
other city ; and, as a general thing, is made up of high-toned, honorable 
and scientific gentlemen. Add to this her hospitals, infirmary, dis- 
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pensaiies, and ihe many opportnniues for private instmcdon, and i^ 
mast be considered one of the most prominent and promifting points in 
the Union. 

In referring to our own medical colleges, and tbeir adranta^s, we do not 
intend to disparage others of the regular scientific order, no matter where 
located ; on the other hand, we are satisfied that in any of ti^em the sta> 
dent of medicine can be educated in an eminent degree. The best eri* 
dence of School? or Doctors being linctured with qnackerv, is their abuse 
of other institutions and physicians. 



Stabusg MsDicix College. — The announcement of this scV.ocl wiil 
be found upon our corer, to which we invite the attention of those inter- 
ested in medical educauon. Starling College is located at Cclun.bus, 
Ohio, and possesses many advantages of an exceedingly interesting char- 
acter. The Faculty is composed of some of the best men of the State, 
young, energetic, honorable, and fully entided to the confidence of the 
profession; we wish them success. 



Ohio State Medical SociETr. — We have been disappointed in giving 
our readers a synopsis of the entire proceedings, as we think it should be 
done. The profession loses much by societies refusing to report the dis- 
cussions, in many of which, some of the most important thoughts are 
uttered and useful suggestions made by a class of physicians known for 
their superior judgment and uncommon success in practice ; but who 
never write a word for the journals, and whose modesty prevents them 
making known the result of their observations, unless in the societies to 
which they belong. 

Thoughts uttered in debate are, as a general thing, original, and on 
this acconnt valuable, if based upon correct observation ; hence, we 
should grasp them as they come '* fresh from the fountain head," and 
spread them before our brethren for them to sift. This was our intention » 
and for that purpose made arrangements with a reporter to supply the 
synopsis, but owing to absence from the city, that document has not 
come to hand ; when it does, it shall appear, if correct. 



" Pat THE PaiNTKR." — It was our intention to name every gentleman in 
our journal who jxiid up. We find this plan is going to be more trouble- 
some, though not so expensive, than having printed receipts and sending 
them to each paying subscriber ; this may be looked for in September, 
by such as know themselves entitled. 
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Two IN One. — Oar friends and patrons will perciev^ that we send' them 
the July and August numbers of our journal bound together. Various 
causes conspire(Lto produce this result ; among which was the change of 
printer for the sake of convenience, and, perhaps, the more regular and 
prompt appearance of the Medical and Surgical News. Each number 
contains its own legitemate matter and number of pwes, so that the loss 
is in time onl j, and but little if any in that, as they afe made up from ex- 
changes and matter up to date of issue. 



Dr. Robert M. McIlvaink. — We hope it will not be' considered out of 
place to bring this gentleman before our readers, as one of the many 
who merit favorable consideration. Dr. M. has devoted himself to the 
stndy of the profession for many years, and since 2800, has spent most 
of his time in the Schools and Hospitals of Paris. 

Physiology and Pathology seem to have been his favorite departments, 
and his operations before the students of the summer School of Medi- 
cine, show his complete success. We have only time and space to men- 
tion a pair of his experiments, which, we believe, have not been per- 
formed in this country before. Complete paralysis facialis was produ- 
ced on the living animal, by division* of the fifth pair of nerves ; and, 
secondly, diabetes, by piercing the fourth ventricle of the brain'. We do 
not mean to claim these physiological facts asdiscoveries of Dr. M'llvaine, 
but desire to*place the experiments before the profession, ^s coming from 
a gentleman who is willing to demonstrate whatever he may teach. Sir 
Charles Bell, we believe, was the first to investigate the subject of facial 
palsy, and divide the portio dura ; from which fact paralysis of the face, 
from leison of. the fifth pair, has been called Bell's ^alsy. 

We believe the Doctor intends to pursue his investigations, hereafter, 
in the Queen City — where, we hope, his high integrity, superior physiol- 
ogical knowledge, and industrious habits, will place him in a high and 
well merited position. 



A New Mbdical Journal. — The Columbus Eeview of Medirine and 
Surgery, Edited by W. L. McMillen, M.D, is before us. The Review is a 
bi-monthly, of 96 pages ; and if No. 1 is a fair specimen of what future 
numbers will Ibe, of which we have no doubt, we do not hesitate to re- 
commend it to the profession as a valuable addition to our periodical 
literature, and bespeak for it a wide circulation. 

The terms of the Review are two dollars a year, in advance. Clttbs 
of four or more, sent to some post office, will be charged one doller and 
fifty cents per annnm for each subseriber. ^ 

Address, W, L. McMillan, M. D. Columbus, Ohio. 
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S^theria, Biscanion of it in tbe Academy of Medieme of 

CtnciTiiMiti. 

Renuurkft opon the same b j Dr. Nebiager in the Phfladelpliia Ooimtj Medical Soeici^. 
By J. A. Thacksb, M. D., Cincinnati, Obio. 

At a meeting of the Academy of Medicine of this city, held Sept. 14thy 
the subject of Diptberia was brought np for discussion, and the identity 
of it with Scarlatina, and its contagiousness canvassed. Although all 
that participated in the discussion seemed to consider the two diseases 
distinct, yet no one proffered a differential diagnosis between them — 
their remarks being confined mainly to the relation of cases occurring 
in their several practices. 

Dr. Murphy related several cases he had met with in the last two or 
three weeks. Each of them was characterized by either a pearly white, 
or a yellowish white exudation upon the tonsils, extending sometimes 
up over the velum pendulum palati, and sometimes spread over the 
anterior surface of the mouth. Besides these surfaces, he had known 
cases wherein the exudation appeared in the anus and vagina. In 
none of theae cases was there any fever, and in but one was there any 
eruption upon the skin. This was a little girl, upon the surface of 
whose body, there was an efBoreseence similar to that in scarlet fever, 
which, upon disappearing, left the skin scaly. Although the ex- Prof- 
fessor seemed to lay much stress upon the fact that in Diptberia, the 
skin maintained its normal appearance throughout, yet he did not seem, 
to think from the relation of this case, that an eruption was incompati« 
ble with it. One of the principal distinguishing points of the disease 
therefore, according to some, is destroyed. 

He appeared inclined to consider the disease contagious, and related 
a number of cases reported in a late French journal confirmatory of 
the opinion. One of them was a surgeon in Paris, who, to free the 
trachea from the effusions that were impeding the respiration, after 
performing tracheotomy, on account of the ex\j^Ti^\OTL o^\\jl^^^^Ocvss^\a* 
the larjax, employed suction by applying \sia mo\JL\\i ViO ^Odl^ -^qt^xAx^^^ 
mu soon after attacked himself by tlie ditteaae, nYiicV y^^^^^ t%X^* 'W 

Jlc7 
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doctor thought that sponges and towels used about the patient, should 
be carefully avoided by others. 

The Doctor's treatment of his cases consisted in the topical applica- 
tion of nitrate of silver in solution to the fauces — say twenty grains to 
the ounce of distilled water — and the internal administration of chlorate 
of potash dissolved in spirits of mendereri. The chlorate of potash, he 
gave at regular intervals, in doses of ten grains \n^% drachm of the 
Bolvent. He deprecated the use of purgatives, for purposes other than 
to keep the bowels unloaded. 

In several of the cases he related, in which the prominent symptom 
was the throat affection, death resulted from the extension of the disease 
to the larynx, but in those cases in which the characteristic exudation 
appeared in the anus and vagina, the fatal termination, he thought, 
was due to the absorption of the poison. Nature then, according to 
this theory, is guilty of the absurd freak, of first expelling the poison 
from the system, and then reabsorbing it. 

Another thing that the gentleman mentioned concerning the disease, 
which we will give to the reader for what it is worth, namely : that 
when there is an issuing of this plastic matter from the nostrils of the 
patient, the disease always terminates fatally. 

Dr. J. B. Smith followed Dr. Murphy in some remarks. From some 
of the cases he related, many would be inclined to consider scarlatina 
and diptheria identical. In one family that he attended upon, one of 
the members was attacked with diptheria, and, while it was convalescing, 
another was seized with scarlatina. Afterwar ds, another took diptheria, 
and another scarlatina. Not desiring to be captious, but it seems to us 
they were all either cases of diptheria, or scarlatina; probably, as it is the 
moit fashionable disease^ they were all cases of the former; those having 
an eruption, being, like Dr. Murphy's case before mentioned, diptheria 
with an efflorescence. 

Dr. Smith also destroyed one of the distinguishing marks of the 
disease, namely : that at no time any febrile excitement is manifested. 
He averred that in all the cases he was in the habit of meeting, there 
was always, especially at the onset, more or less fever and constitutional 
disturbance. So prominent, indeed, were these febrile symptoms in 
the first stages, that he generally found it necessary to employ depletory 
remedies, in the way of purgatives, and anti-febrifuges ; for these, how- 
ever, he substituted a stimulant and tonic course of treatment before any 
symptoms of prostration supervened. 

In the treatment of the disease, with him, as with the others, chlorate 
of potash seemed to be the sheet anchor of his hopes. He spoke dis- 
paragingly of all topical applications to the throat, except emollient 
gargles of flax seed tea. To this the writer heartily subscribes especially 
in the case of children too young to understand for what purpose they 
are employed, and, therefore, always resist and struggle against their 
administration. 

As the disease was a constitutional one, engendered by a blood poisoO| 

he could not percieve how any good could result from topical remedias. 

The peculiar exudation upon the fauces was not the disease ; it was only 

one of its manifestationd. He had known the same kind of exudation 

to appear upon a blistered auiface u^ou the back of the neck. 

Be did not believe the diaeaBe eou\^ \)ft ^to^^t\^ Veim^^ ^^ta^j^i^s^^ 
To he sure, when it aitactei ou^ mwB\>ex ol V^^ ^ibSli^Vw ^^ vv* m^ 
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sdze ii{|oii others ; but, eonsnmptioii, and oti&er disetses, oftentimes 
appeared eommanieable Dj constant contact with, and inhiding tlie same 
atmosphere breathed by those affected. 

Br. S. P. Bonner expressed his belief that the disease is contagionSi 
and related a n amber of instances that came nnder his observation, 
while lately TisitiBg the state of Missonri on professional business, 
wherein it appeased to spread by cont^on. But, from what we nnder- 
stood the Doctor to say, the disease had bat jost made its appearance 
in that locality in which he was visiting, and we cannot perceive why it 
shonld be assomed any more that the disease spread by contagion, than 
that it con tinned to be propagated by the same inflnences, atmospheric 
or otherwise, by which it first ori^nated. 

Prc^. Baker next took the floor. Whether or not, the diagnostic 
differences between scarlatina and diptheria had been rendered so 
Inminons by the gentlemen that preceded him, that he conld not caift 
any farther light npon the snbject, he did not say — he. however, declined 
discussing that snbject, and proceeded to make some remarks npon tha 
contagioasness of the disease. 

He conld not consider, he said, that the disease was contagions* In 
a number of cases that he had recently attended, t&at were located in 
neighborhoods where there were no other cases, he had known no in- 
stances in which it was communicated to others ; although, in some of 
them, quite a number of persons, both of children, and adults, were 
freely exposed to its influence. Two of the cases were servant girls, 
sisters, who, after contracting it in the eastern part of the city, were 
moved to the south-western part ; and, although they had it in its most 
malignant form, and some twelve or fifteen persons were constantly 
exposed to it, yet he did not know of a single one that afterwards 
took it. 

His treatment consisted in the administration, in the first place, of a 
brisk cathartic, and then giving large and frequent doses of chlorate of 
potash. If, at any time, symptoms of prostration manifested them- 
selves, he administered quinine and brandy freely. 

Topical applications to the throat, he considered valuable adjuvants, 
and he frequently employed them; in the case of one of the servant girls 
before alluded to, after removing the exudation from the tonsils with a 
spoon handle, which he was enabled to do on account of its extreme 
thickness and tenacity, and exposing the ulcerated surface beneath, he 
fireely applied a lotion of sixty grains of nitrate of silver to the ounce of 
water. The benefit that followed, was not only evident to himself, but 
also to the patient ; for, on visiting her the next day, she assured him, 
that, if he had not instituted the proceeding he did for the relief of her 
throat, she must have died. 

Dr. W. H. Mussey stated that in his treatment of the disease, he 
always used purgatives to s considerable extent. He lately removed an 
encysted tonsil from a patient, and, soon after, the raw surface became 
covered with the peculiar exudation of diptheria. 

Dr. Mcllvaine derided the idea of the disease being contagions. He 
said that the course of disease was from within, out, and not from 
without, in. When he was in Paris, France, no one there, at that time, 
considered it contagious, and he did not believe it waa QQY^%vd&x»^ 
BO now, thejoxLTntAs to the contrary notw\i^i!»taii^v^%. 
He desired that some of the practioin^^Yk^aVcAiii^ Y^^»wtLV^^2P^^^»r 
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nitb him soon with some of this peculiar ezndatioo, that he might ma- 
]|yze it, and demoDstrate as to whether the disease is contagious or not. 

We helieve we have neglected to mention that some of the gen- 
tlemen, Dr. W. Jadkins and others, stated that those oases that proved 
fatal, terminated more rapidly than similar ones in scarlet fever. Dr. 
Jadkins also spoke of the disease heing introduced bj rigors, pain in the 
back and limlM, which some of the other gentlemen had denied. 

Having now given the views of several gentlemen of the Academy of 
Medicine of this city upon diptheria, we propose to follow them 
with a synopsis of some remarks, made by Dr. Nebioger upon the same 
subject in the Philadelphia Medical County Society, as reported in th* 
Medical and Surgical Keporter, by Dr. W. B. Atkinson. 

Dr. Nebinger said that for one, he was happy in having an opportu- 
nity to declare that his conviction, based upon observation and reason, 
is, that diptheria is an accumulation and development of morbid phenom* 
#na, produced by the materies morbi of scarlatina ; that it is scarlatina 
without the rash ; and here he would remark, that there is no wider 
departure in the morbid phenomena of the so-called diptheria from 
those of scarlatina maligna, than there is in the phenomena of scarla- 
tina simplex from those of scarlatina maligna; and if diptheria cannot 
be regarded as a variety of scarlet fever, because of the absence of the 
eruption, it is equally as reasonable and philosophical not to regard 
scarlatina simplex as a variety of scarlatina, because the angina ia 
absent — the disease of the fauces in scarlatina being at least as import- 
ant, and as attractive as a phenomenon of the disease, as is the efflores- 
eence of the skin. Indeed, regarding scarlatina maligna as the type — 
the fullest expression of all the phenomena of fully developed scarlatina 
— then is it true that diptheria is vastly more like the type, than is 
scarlatina simplex, and being more like the type, and springing up 
under the circumstances it does, it deserves to be recognized as a form 
of scarlet fever. 

* * * * How largely he is sustained by authorities, he was not 
able to say, as he has, in his consultation with them, been from his 
daily engagements, unable to go beyond his office library. Dr. Wood, 
in his article on scarlatina, remarks ; ^* It is certain that cases of fever 
with sore throat sometimes occur during the prevalence of scarlet fever, 
having all the symptoms and running the exact course of that disease, 
whether in its milder or malignant forms, with the single exception 
that the eruption is wanting. It is even stated by Willan, that such 
oases are capable of imparting scarlet fever.'' (W's Prao. vol. 1, p. 402.) 
4c He * He But are the symptoms of diptheria and scarlet fever 
analogous? Let us compare them : Scarlatina maligna is introduced 
sometimes with a rigor, at other times with only slight chills. Dip-* 
theria of a severe form, is also introduced by a decided rigor, or with 
■light chilliness. In scarlet fever, you have decided febrile action 
following the rigor; so do you have in diptheria. In scarlatina malig* 
na, you have the feeling of great prostration, pain in the back^ 
limbs, swelling of the tonsils, and patches of lymph or pseudo-membrane 
upon them, erythema of the fauces, and enlarged and painful cervical 
iymphatio glands. In diptheria, you have the same feeling of prostra- 
Hon, pain in the baok and limbs, tumefied tonsils, dotted with patchea 
of lymph or membranei et jtiiema oi \i^ ?a.xiie«^^a.\i^ w^^V^a^ %.\A^^\i£iiL 
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^ ^ The same ftatBority we have been qaoting, l>r. Wood, in bin 
article apon diptheria, usee this language. "From its (diptheria's) 
resemblanee to the malignant sore throat of Fothergill, Hozham and 
others, with which it is by some writers maintained to be identical, and 
from the simultaneous occurrence of both the affections with epidemie 
aearlatina, and the close analogy of their local symptoms with the throat 
affection of that disease, the inference is not without plausibility that thej 
may all be produced by the same cause." ( lb. vol. 1, p. 499.> I>e. 
Wood further observes, **that the malignant sore throat described bj 
1?othergill, Huxham and Cullen," under the name of cynanche malig* 
na, is now universally admitted to be a modification of scarlatina. Tib. 
vol. 1. 502.) Thus^ then, we have Dr. Wood first declaring *' that dip- 
theria is by some writers maintained to be identical with the malig- 
nant sore throat of Fothergill, Huxham and others;'' next asserting that 
«the malignant sore throat described by Fothergill Huxham and Gullen ia 
now universally admitted to be a modification of scarlet fever;" therefore, 
diptheria being this malignant sore throat, hence it is a modification of 
scarlet fever. Dr. N., thought if Fothergill, Huxham and CuUen, 
with their fine powers of observation, great acumen, and exalted reflee- 
tive powers, were not able to discover in their cynanche maligna, mod- 
ified scarlet fisver as '4t is now universally admitted to be;" and if at 
not a very long time ago medical observers were not able to draw the 
line of demarcation between scarlet fever and measles, but classified both 
diseases under the head of the latter, it is not, while we hold these &ct0 
in view, very wonderful, if wonderful at all, at the present time thai 
some of us with acumen powers of observation and reflection, not supe- 
rior to those possessed by Fothergill, Huxham and Cullen, should not 
be any more able than they were to recognize, in the so-called dipthe- 
ria, modified scarlatina. 

But, said Dr. N., I must hurry up with my authorities. Dr. Willan 
in his work on Cutaneous Diseases, remarks: " It is truly singular 
that the slightest of all eruptive fev.ers, and the most fatal disease 
known in this country, should rank together and spring from the same 
origin. Experience, however," (he continues,) "decides that simple 
scarlet fevei, the scarlatina anginosa, the scarlatina (or angina) maligna, 
and the scarlet ulcerating sore throat, without the efflorescence on the 
akin, are merely varieties of the same disease ; that all of them proceed 
from the same source of contagion is evident, because, under the same 
roof, in large families, some individuals have the disease in some form, 
8ome in another, about the same period." 

Dr. Johnstone has related, in his description of epidemic scarlatina 
which prevailed in Worcester in 1778, that some individuals at the 
first seizure were, more or less, severely attacked with the scarlet erup- 
tion, with swelling, redness, and ulcers of the throat ; yet others, in the 
same family, io footed from them and by them had ulcerated sore throat 
without any efflorescence or eruption on the skin. 

A. Tweedie, from whose article upon scarlatina, contributed to the 
Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine, these authorities have been taken, 
endorses them by saying: '* These statements concur exactly with our 
own experience. . . . We had lately, an opportunity of observing ia 
one family, the simultaneous appearance of the various forma of thA 
diseaae. " 
Thus then, aM Dr. N., I have ]praaaate& 
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clearly esUbliili tbat aearlet feyer aDgiaosa, without tlie nsli does 
frequeotlj present itself, and that, too, in some inataneea in a malignant 
and deadly form. " The simnltaneons occurrence," almost universally, 
of scarlatina and diptheria is significant and strongly suggestive, of the 
common origin of the two affections. If this is not the case, then it is 
truly wonderful — the intimate companionship, not to say relationship, 
which exist between the blood poisons which produce these diseases, an 
intimacy so closely that they cannot be separated. It would appear, 
indeed, that they noiselessly moved abroad, locked arms as it were, each 
ielecting his victim upon whom to breathe its peculiar foul and deadly 
venom. 

Thus then, from our own observation, as well as from those tbat have 
written upon diptheria, we know that not only in its introduction and 
development that it resembles, yea, is identical with scarlatina, save 
only that the eruption is not present: but we also know that in it sequela 
it is identical with the sequelae of scarlet fever. Then, with these facts 
before us, and then recollecting that undoubted authorities and observers 
have declared that scarlet fever in its malignant form sometimes exists 
without any efflorescence on the skin, how can we come to any other 
conclusion than that diptheria is a variety of scarlatina — scarlatina 
faucium. Then, too, how this conclusion is strengthened when we 
reflect upon the treatment which has been almost universally declared 
as the most successful in the management of the malady. The accu- 
mulating evidence at this day, in regard to what is the best medication 
in scarlet fever, points to chlorine in some form as the internal, and 
nitrate of silver as the local remedies. And is not this medication 
almost universally admitted to be by far the best treatment for dip- 
theria? 



For the Medical and Surgical Newt. 

Hydro Thorax, treated by Paracentesis Thoracis. 

By D. H. Ralston, M. D., of Martensburg, Snox County, Ohio. 

The following case, which is somewhat interesting, on account of the 
subject and his history, to me, may not be uninteresting to the readers 
of the Medical and Surgical News. I. L A., a man somewhere in forty 
years of age, professes to be a Botanic Physician. He was attacked 
early in the winter of 1859-60 with Pneumonia of the left Inng, from 
which, under his peculiar and favorite treatment, after several months, 
he made partial recovery, viz. b^ Hepatization of the Inng. 

In May he was again attacked with disease in the right chamber of 
the chest, which I supposed was Pleurisy. He was again subjected to 
the same kind of treatment, with what result the sequel will show. 
About the 19th of June, having learned that a consultation of physicians 
of his school had been had, and the case considered hopeless, I con- 
cluded to make him a call, he being my neighbor. I then learned that 
he had drifted into the hands of the great Electropathists, who were at 
the time creating a great deal of excitement in our vicinity by the 
ffonderfal cures which ih%y propowd to make. He was at that time re- 
joicing over the relief he derived fiom the application ef their Battery. 
The next visit and treatmaut \)y eWclTicVt^ xixx^tX^ ^v\^^ v^i ^vi^Vybi x^- 
Uef, and on the morning of ttie 21*^ ^^ iutiel mTk^^\v\m -^ ^^^^^xv^ xi^x^- 
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borl J call and learned that a messeDger liad gone to notify Electropathy 
tliat his or their farther visits were unnecessary. On examination 1 
found the symptoms as foHows, viz : — 

He was in a sitting posture, being nnable to aesnme the recnmhent 
position. Bespirations forty-two per minute. Pulse eighty. Tongue 
clear, but rather red. Abdomen, tumid. Thorat full, and the 
intercostal spaces on the right side filled out. Right side measured 
two and a half finches more than the left. Dullness on percussion as 
high as the fourth rib. His eyes were dull, and his countenance hip* 
• pocratic. 

As J regarded him in Artxculo MortiSj without immediate relief, I ten- 
dered to him my services so far as ^* tapping " him was concerned ; and 
-alter explaining to him and his family the nature of the operation and 
the probable result, he concluded to take the chance. 

Some little delay being necessary, the operation was deferred to 10 
'O^clock P. M., at which time in the presence of his former physician, 
another young physician of the regular school, (whose name I will omit, 
because he declined to coincide with me in diagnosis,) and a number 
of his friends and neighbors, who had assembled to see the operation 
and of course the death of the patient, and the professional death of the 
operator. His former physician said he was satisfied there was fluid in 
•the left side. The young doctor declined an opinion, and of course the 
whole responsibility of diagnosis, and the event of the operation, rested 
with the writer. Having determined to take that responsibility, the op- 
eration was proceeded with. The Trochar was inserted on a line betwixt 
the Axilla and Spine of the Illium, betwixt the sixth and seventh ribs. 
On withdrawing the Trochar the fluid began to flow, to the great relief 
both of the operator and the patient. Owing to the position of the 
patient, when one quart of serous fluid had escaped, air began to enter 
the thorax through the Cannula. I then drew out the Cannula and 
closed the wound, when the patient laid down upon his left side and 
expressed himself as feeling comfortable. He soon after fell into a good 
sleep, from which he awokis and was much refreshed. 

June 22nd. I visited him again and found that he had had a good 
night's rest and was quite comfortable. The patient was then placed 
On his right side, with his head and shoulders extended over the side of 
the bed, and the Trochar again inserted in the orrifice made the day 
previous, and three and one-half pints of serous fluid was drawn off. 
The end of the Cannula was held under the fluid in the pan which pre- 
vented the entrance of air into the chest. At the close of the operation 
the pulse was one hundred and four. Respiration free. 

June 23. Report said he had a comfortable niglit*s rest, except some 
slight pain in his side. He then sent for his original doctor. 

June 24. Visited him again non-professionally, and found him mod- 
erately comfortable. Breathing hurried. Free from pain. Pulse one 
hundred and eight. Tongue red and smooth. Flatulence of the stom- 
ach. Had had Botanic treatment. 

26th. Visited him again in company with Dr. Rogers of Utica, by 
request of patient. Found him comfortable, except flatulence. Pulse 
one hundred. Tongue red and clear. Had had a hard coughing spell 
with sinking just previous to our visit, but reaction had taken place. 
Left side dull on percussion. Right alda d\i\l o\i. ^^t^&^^^v^"^ <.^ ^j&i^ 
fourth rib. Respiration hurried and \iax3L» "^ ^ Tft%.\^ t^^ ^^stfs^^^a^^^ 
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and declined to Uke eharge of his ctBe. A HoracDopfttliie ^hjtdmatf a 
rektiye of the patient being present, took charge of him. 

July 2nd. Visited patient by his recrnest. Fonnd him comfortabk 
•xcept some difficulty of respiration, rnlse eighty-two. Asenltaftion 
revealed respiratory murmur in the lower portion of the right lung; 
but percussion revealed a dull fiat sound, as high as the fourth rib. 

Practiced Paracentesis Thoracis, and drew off about halfs pint of ae* 
rons fluid, all that could be removed at that time. He is still under 
Homoeopathic treatment. About the middle of August, I was again 
summoned to see the patient. His physician fearing that the fluid had 
nocumulated again, requested him to send for me, to obtain my opin- 
ion. I could not discover any change in his symptoms from my 
former visit. Soon after that he changed his treatment by discharg- 
ing his Homoeopathic friend, and purchasing some patent nostrum. 

At the present time he is under Botanic treatment, and is in about 
the condition in which I left him at the time of my last visit in 
August. There has been no return of the Hydro Thorax. 

I desire to call the attention of physicians to the practicability 
of this operation. I believe that it promises as much success aa 
ftny other important operation, and yet I have known physicians to 
permit patients to die for the want of it, when it was of importance 
for the public good that the life of the patient should have been 
prolonged, even a less time than the life of this patient has been. 

This is the second patient on which I have practiced the opera- 
tion. The first was for Empiema. The patient recovered to perfect 
health. The case was reported to the Ohio Medical and Surgical 
Journal, before it had entirely recovered, and published in the 
ninth vol., and 2nd No., Nov., 1856, to which reference is made for tha 
particulars. 



RimR View, Ky., August 16, 1860. 

Mr. Editor: — Permit me to give you a brief account of a formidable 
disease which has made its appearance in this neighborhood, with a 
degree of violence that has filled our inhabitants with the greatest 
alarm. Three cases of marked and unequivocal Diphtheria have oc- 
curred among us, within the last twenty-five days, two of which re- 
covered and the other terminated fatally. The treatment of this disease 
requires great promptness and energy. I will not attempt to give its 
causes, as I never like to mount upon the wings of conjecture; but will 
simply give the phenomena, effects and treatment. 

CASE I. 

On the 11th ult., I was called to a daughter of T. B. P , who had 

been complaining several days. I examined her throat, and found the 
tonsils swollen and tongue highly charged with a brown fur. She is 
about seven years of age; had morning intermissions, and evening 

' exacerbations. I administered a free emetic of ipecac; and finding that 
the bowels were rather constipated, I ordered calomel grrs. iv., to be 
assisted by oil and turpentine, four hours thereafter. I also directed a 

gMrgle of salt, vinegar and water, to be used every six hours after the 

Motion of the cathartic, and \eit A^tiI fK,x%. ^\. o^Vsiyija^ ta ha ^ven 

duriog the intermiaaion. 
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Ob the following day, Jnlj 14tii, I was again called in the evening, 
and was informed bj her mother that she was saddenly and Tiolently 
• taken worse about noon. On a earafnl examination of her throat, I 
fonnd the following prominent symptoms to exist: Tonsils mneh 
swollen, and apparently covered with a quantity of grayish, Tiaeons 
mnens; a portion of the UTula enveloped by a false membrane; breath 
▼ery offensive; poise weak, but rapid; tongue red, and slightly swollen; 
respiration very much hurried; thirst insatiable, and constantly calling 
for water. I employed a strong solution of nitrate of silver, for the 
purpose of cutting it short. I used twenty grains to the ounce ef 
water, passing the |»t>bang every six hours beyond the tonsils. I con- 
cluded that this treatment might arrest the spread of the false mem- 
kane. By some the nitrate of silver is prescribed with diffidence, and 
denounced by others, while by a third (and I would hope the most 
numerous class) it is esteemed a most appropriate and valuably remedy 
in this formidable disease. This is undoubtedly a local, as well as 
constitutional, disease. In addition to the solution, I lef^ the following 
supporting means : Quinine grs. ij., carb. ammonia gr. i., every two 
hours ; tinct. iron 15 drops, every five hours ; and brandy at longer or 
shorter intervals, and in quantities according to circumstances. 

July 15th. — Symptoms better, system nicely and accurately balanced, 
pulse soft, and skin acting. The uvula and tonsils now present a glossy, 
and somewhat purple redness. Same treatment continued. 

July 17th. — Little patient still improving; discontinued quinine and 
ammonia, and substituted guiacum. 

July 17th. — Discharged, with a request that the brandy, muriated 
tinct. of iron, and guiacum be continued for several days, though in 
diminished quantities, and that the solution be discontinued. 

CASE II. 

July 29th, I was called, in consultation with Dr. Merrison, to a little 
sister of the one just mentioned, aged three and a half years. Her 
countenance was pale and sunken; there was a peculiar huskinees of 
the voice; and the pulse beat from 115 to 120. By giving brandy and 
quinine, the pulse was found, on the succeeding day, reduced to 100, 
and there was some apparent amendment. We also made effort upon 
effort to treat her with the caustic, but in vain. She used the most 
active opposition to medication. Nothing that affectionate solicitude 
could procure was withheld, and though it indeed seemed cruel to force 
open the mouth, and compel her to take tonics and stimulents when 
her constant cry was water, yet it became our painful duty to restrain 
her in the gratification of her desire, 8nd force upon her supporting 
means, even after the curable condition was very limited, and the 
prognosis was very unfavorable. She lingered a few days, and then 
expired. About twenty-eight hours before death, the voice was changed 
into a hoarse whisper, and the air seemed to enter impressedly as if it 
were forced through a very narrow aperture, and was attended with a 
dull, hollow sound. 

CASK III. 

*" On Sunday, August 5th, I was asked to visit a negro girl, at the same 
house, 17 years of age. The following are the most prominent a^mv 
toms : Her breathing was laboTioua^ \ii%p\i«L\\otk^ \%jC^^t 5^\siX %»^ 
Mpp^renily arrested suddenly at a oetUxn %tA^^\ y^^^ "^^"^^ ^"^ * 
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bresth ezeeedingl J unpleasant ; lier Yoice bad a low moan ; her tongue 
irae swoHen and of an aeb color; nynla elongated; tonsils mncb 
•wollen, almost in contact, and some fluid and blood flowing from tbe 
ligbt nostril. Prescribed Hyd. cum. creta., to be followed in four beurs 
witb oil and turpentine, four hours after the oil and turpentine quinine 
grs. ir. and carb. ammonia grs. ij. erery two hours, chlorate of potassa 
grs. iy. every five hours, muriated tincture of iron 15 drops eyery seyen 
Sours, a solution of nitrate of silver, 30 grains to the ounce of water, 
every six hours, passing the probang beyond the tonsils, and the free 
wse of brandy. 

August 6tn. — General condition somewhat improved ; I find, how* 
ever, great prostration, indicating a continuation of supporting means. 
The inner surface of the left cheek, this morning, presents a pale pink 
color. 

August 7th. — ^Bested well last night ; the mind for the first time is 
active and capable of making an effort at reason or investigation. 

August Sth.'^Some appearance of exudation between the veil of tbe 
palate and base of right tonsil; the pale pink color now extends over 
the inner surface of the cheek, and also over the surface of the lower 
lip. Same treatment continued. 

August 9th. — No appearance of false membrane; tonsils, nvula^ etc., 
.present a natural color. Same treatment continued. 

August 10th. — Convalescence established. Advised brandy and iron 
to be continued for several days. I am induced to regard this as a 
disease of prostration. Tonics and stimulents, in my judgment, are 
decidedly indicated from the very onset, as they seem to act admirably. 
All days when cathartics were not given, the bowels were moved with- 
out. 

Kespecting the propagation of Diphtheria by contagion, I will simply 
remark, that all fear should be dispelled, and not the most remote idea 
of this kind be entertained by any man of generous impulses or in- 
telligence. I will here state that in using tbe probang there was no 
pain produced, as in common inflammations of the throat, and though 
there was swelling about the neck, there seemed to be no difficulty in 
swallowing. 

If these thoughts can be of any service to your readers, I am reward- 
ed, and respectfully submit them. 

I remain yours, truly, H. O. DuiRSON. 

^-LouuvUle Monihly Med, liews. 



Beport On Fleuro-P&eomonia. 

Bt G. Grant, M. D., Newark, N. J. 

It is admitted by all who believe and advocate the existence of a con- 
tagious pleuro-pneumonia, the recent cause of so much excitement, that 
it originated in a shipment of cattle by Mr. Chenery, of Belmont, Mass. 
It appears that those cattle were taken from a herd in Holland, in which 
there was no disease. There was none in the district, and none in the 
irhoJe country, except a disease called *< phthisis;" but there is no evi- 
dence to show that this is tbe Bame d\^«aa«i <i«\\^^ \\i^i^T\^^\\^ V5 o^uother 
name. It was abaent from ikat \oca\1V5 , ask^Sx. '^ ^ i^av ^;jwfc\.\«^^ i«ai^. 
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bera of cattle are imported to the United States without bringing any 
each disease at all.^ The animals were well, in good condition, and it 
is fair to presume that one of the points in their selection was their health 
and vigor. These facts appear in the letter from Mr. Chenery, which is 
subjoined. During a voyage of forty-seven days the animals confined in 
close air, (probably in the hold of the ship,) with insufficient or unwhole- 
some nourishment, or both, laboring in filth, with fatigue and distress, 
were exposed to the conditions of a true typhus, in other words, ship 
fever. Mr. Chenery is so well satisfied that his animals' bad condition, 
<' bruised and emaciated," was due to bad treatment and neglect on the 
voyage that he libels the vessel. Of these four cows, one was killed 
immediately, another was killed nine days after arrival, the third twen- 
^-seven days after arrival, and the fourth is now living in good condition. 
From these animals it is alleged has sprung the disease which has pre- 
vailed throughout the state of Massachusetts. In the presence here of 
all the conditions of true typhus fever occurring from its natural and 
ordinary causes, filth and animal miasm, with the susceptibility from 
distress and bad treatment, and the entire absence of any identified con- 
tagious disease from which it had its origin, I do not think that thia 
disease called pleuro-pneumonia, can be considered as a specific or cotl- 
tagious disease, at least as yet, from the observations that have been 
made. The post mortem specimens; shown to me at the Boston State 
House, were similar to what is observed in the human subject in cases 
of typhus pneumonia. The testimony of several of the veterinary sur- 
geons of Boston, as given before the legislative committee of Massachu- 
setts on this subject, and repeated before this commission, was to the 
effect that the post mortem appearances of these cases were such as are 
commonly seen by them in subjects not affected by this alleged disease. 
.There was uniformity in the testimony in this respect. In all the in- 
vestigations that have been made, and the observations that have been 
taken by those residing in the locality of the disease, the facts are 
noted only that refer to the few animals that have been imported, and 
those that have been placed in contact with them. In this inquiry, all 
facts, though a multitude in number, that do not bear out this prejudg- 
ed theory of a deadly contagious scourge, or ignored or overlooked. 
And it is remarkable that the notes thus made are few in nuinber, and 
the observations unsatisfactory and contradictory. 

After the most careful inquiry, nothing would lead us to believe that 
the cases which are alleged to have occurred in the state of New Jersey 
are anything but isolated sporadic disease of the lungs, which may 
occur among cattle at all times and seasons, and especially among those 
who have not good food, air, running water, and good pastures. In 
times of popular panic all widely spread epidemics are believed by the 
populace at large to be contagious. This has been the case in regard ta 
cholera in modern times, in regard to leprosy in old times, in regard 
to certain pestilential fevers at various times. And the public have 
acted upon this persuasion, and sick individuals have been avoided, 
neglected, and fled from, as prolific fountains of contagious disease.f 
And yet these epidemics are now known and admitted, by the intelligent 
part of the medical profession, to be non-contagious. Would it not be 
well before yielding to the excitement, and adopting any of the «u.^^^ 

'See npoti ot eridanee before extra Mmou Itaa. litffl^itoT^'VS^. 
fDr. Bigdow of Botfeoa. 
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iions which have prevailed in Massaehasetts, to Bnbmit thui matter to a 
more pains-taking and rigid examination ? 
All of which ia reapeotfully anhmitted. 

Letter of Mr. Chensbt referred to aboyi?. 

^ Bcitoa Aug. U, ISeO. 
Pr. G, Grant, Newark, N. J. 

Dear Sir — Your esteemed favor of the 7th insi, is received, and I 
take pleasure in answering your inquiries. 

On the 24th of last January, I addressed a letter to my correspondence 
in Holland, in relation to the disease that had boen so fatal amongst the 
eatUe at my ''Highland Stock Farm *' in Belmont, inquiring whether 
the disease known as *'pleuro-pneumonia*' had prevailed in the partic- 
ular locality where the four cows to which you refer were obtained. In 
due course I received an answer to that communication, stating that no 
disease had prevailed in the particular stables where my cows were pro- 
oared, hut that there was existing throughout the whole country a dis- 
ease known as ''phthisis," a "pulmonary disease," with which cattle, 
when infected, huffer a long time before it is observable. This disease 
is undoubtedly the same as that denominated here, "pleuro-pneumonia." 
The four cows were not afiected at all prior to shipment, but were to all 
Appearance in the very best condition when put on hoard the ship at Rot- 
terdam. They were obtained at Pumerend and the Beemster, in the 
Borth of Holland, and great care was taken in their selection. It may, 
however, be remarked that the cows were detained some two weeks at 
Botterdam, having arrived there some two weeks before the vessel was 
ready, and the presumption is that the infection was communicated to 
them there, inasmuch as large numbers of cattle are understood to be 
kept there, and fed upon the slops from the gin distilleries located 
at that place* 

You have the report of the evidence given before the joint committee 
of our Legislature at the late extra session, and I am not in possession 
of any new facts of importance in relation to the disease, that have not 
been made public. I will, however, allude to one important case that 
may have escaped your notice. It will be remembered that, during the 
session of our Legislature, great excitement existed in the state of New 
Hampshire, caused by the report that a yoke of oxen, belonging to me, 
had imparted the disease to a herd in the neighboring town of Lexing- 
ton, and that it had been carried thence to that state. The Lexington 
cows, that were supposed to have taken the disease from my oxen, were 
slaughtered by order of the commissioners, a short time ago, and found, 
on post mortem examination, to be perfectly well, thus demonstrating 
that all the reports relative to diseased animals slaughtered in that state 
were entirely without foundation. 

As regards my own herd, I would say that not a case of active disease 

has occurred on my farm since last January. An injunction was put 

npon my herd on the 16th of April, by the '^commissioners for extirpa* 

ting the cattle disease," and consequently, the cattle have since that 

time been confined to the stables — yet they have, without exception, 

improved in appearance up to this time, and, within a few days have 

been examined by '^eminent veterinarians^" and all but three prononop 

ced free from disease; and yet \l \ft ^ rftmwV«L\A«i ^wsx \>ci»x\3fi:Y^ ^V^U 

herd, excepting three animate, ii«ii on l\i^ V^iVl fi^\%ix K.^T\,^x«Aa.v 
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ed bj oar commiBsioners and their "experts/* yerj mncli diseased. If 
their diagnosis was correct at that time, nature mast have been perform* 
ing wonderful cures, as no doctors have been employed nor medicine 
administered since. 

The commissioners disposed of my herd last week by isolating ten of 
the animals (including the best of my Dutch stock, which they allowed 
me to retain,) and the balance of ths herd they condemned, but retained 
for the present in anticipation of the organization of the Medical Board 
of Examiners, under our new law, supposing some of the animals would 
be required for their experiments. 

Those persons most competent to judge in the matter, seem divided 
in opinion as to the future of the disease here, in Massachusetts, some 
believing that many of the exposed animals have latent disease, which 
wMl become active during the cold weather of the coming autumn, while 
others hold to the opinion that the disease has had its "run." 

I am very respectfully, yours, 

WiNTHROP W. ChENIRT. 

[Our readers will observe that neither Dr. Grant's Eeport, nor Mr. 
Chenery's Letter states any facts that disprove the hypothesis of special 
infection, or the importation of a contagious disease from Holland. 
That the malady which recently attracted attention in New Jersey, 
was simple idiopathic or sporadic pleuro-pneumonia, such as it 
liable to occur under like circumstances at any time and in any place, 
appears very probable. Pulmonary and typhus affections are liable 
to occur both sporadically and endemically among cattle, as well as 
in the human race, without the aid of contagion. And we have no 
doubt that cases of acute pleuro-pneumonia and infectious idiopathie 
typhus may at this moment be found in almost every over-crowded 
distillery stable in the United States. But it should be borne in 
mind that the epizootic which in Holland is known as "phthisis," 
and in France, England, South Africa, and other countries is de- 
nominated ** pleuro-pneumonia," is essentially different from the or* 
dinary '^peripneumonia" and typhus of cattle. And the question of 
its contagious or infectious character, wherever the malady has ex* 
isted, ceruinly appears to be as conclusively determined as the facts 
relating to the infectious propagation of typhus in man. Both are 
manifestly specific diseases, and capable of being propagated from 
and by the sick — types of diseases that are positively infectious, but 
which, like all the infectious and contagious maladies, exc^t variola^ 
are not necessarily and invariably communicated to a majority of the 
individuals exposed — the propagation of the disease from the sick 
always being dependent upon contingencies. Our readers will note 
the straightforward statements of Mr. Chencry in reference to the 
conditions or ccntingencieM that served to develop the fatal malady in 
his imported herd. Epizootic '^phthisis" was prevailing throughout 
Holland, as he states in his letter to Dr. Grant, and, as he justly 
believes, that disease was developed in his imported stock by pecu- 
liar endemial influences and exciting causes during a long delay in 
Botterdam and a protracted sea voyage to Boston. The fact that 
only a portion of any particular herd is usually attacked with this 
disease, docs not militate against the hypothef^is of its b«v\i^ ^ '^<cAr 
itive infection. A few years ago ihia Bu\>)ect ii%« v^tgaVVsA v^ ^ %»^r> 
ieAeior/ tost bj tlie Ffench Scientifie Commvuivoik 011 ^«^^vl^>uw<(& v>6^ 
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pneniDODia.** Forty-six cattle in perfbct healtli were brought into 
immediate contact with a few members of a sick herd. Of this nnmber, 
fifteen contracted the disease ; ten others manifested incipient symp- 
toms, but speedilj threw off the effects of the virns ; twenty-one ap- 
peared entirely unaffected by the exposure ; three of the susceptible 
elass eventually died with the disease, and presented its pathological 
evidences. 

Eighteen of those that escaped death in the first exposure, were sub- 
jected to a second and a third exposure, and these escaped as follows: — 
four experienced slight indisposition, nine were uninfluenced in ail the 
exposure from the first ; and the five individuals that had suffered at 
first remained entirely unaffected by subsequent exposures. And as the 
resnltofall the experimental observations of that learned Commission, 
the following instructive facts were clearly established: — that forty-five 
out of one hundred animals, when voluntarily exposed, were found to 
contract peripneumonia ; twenty-four others experienced some indis- 
position ; and thirty-two escaped altogether. 

That special endemial influences or an ^^epidemic meteoration," has 
at times preceeded or promoted the propagation of this epizootic is high- 
ly probable ; but that the disease has repeatedly been conveyed from 
Elace to place by the sick, and especially that it was imported from Hol- 
md into England, Denmark, and South Africa, as well as into the Uni- 
ted States, there appears to be abundant and conclusive evidence. For 
information in detail upon this subject we would refer our readers to the 
excellent report of Dr. E. H. Greenhow, of London, and to the Minutes 
of Evidence recently published in Boston. But in all investigations 
relating to evidence of infection or contagion, the medical inquirer 
needs to take individual conclusions and opinions cum grano salisj and 
should search very rigidly into the natural history of alleged infections, 
and the proximate and contingent conditions or causes of their propa- 
gation. We are glad to see that Dr. Grant has commenced his inves* 
tigations in this spirit. 

As our present convictions lead us to differ from the doctor's conclu- 
sions we will state a few points of difference — in the form of queries to 
be answered : — Why have the most unprejudiced and scientific investi- 
gators in France, Great Britain, and Denmark, arrived at the conelusion 
that this malady is contingently infectious? Why has the complete 
insulation of a healthy herd invariably been found to affoid perfect 
protection from the pleuro -pneumonia when prevailing in the neighbor- 
hood of such herds ? Why has that disease spread so uniformly and so 
exclusively in connection with the diffusion of cattle from the herds in 
endemic districts ? Why is the peculiar and characteristic lesion of 
encysted masses of the lungs never seen except in the pleuro-pneumonia 
that is alleged to be infectious ? — American Medical Times. 



On Periodicity as a Character of Disease. 
By Richard Hughes, M.R.C.S., L.B.C.P.Ed. 

Surgeon to the Brighton OrthopiBdic HospitaL 

There is one disease — a^ue — of the phenomena of which periodioi^ 
|8 an invariable charactetiatio. 1\ieT^ ai^ c^vYiKt iSSaOci.q^%-^>^^ ^OhftwnJU 
gim and nervous keadaclxea— n\fcifiVv n«i Iw^jk^iaJiVs %aim3M ^^m^b^ml 
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intermittent character. And, occasionally, in the course of various 
diseases a tendency to a periodical type is manifested. 

Quinine and arsenic are specifics in ague. They are hardly less yal- 
uahle in neuralgias and nervous headaches. And when, in works on 
Medicine, we meet with the remark that sometimes the symptoms seem 
to come on periodically, it is generally coupled with the statement that 
in these cases quinine will be found of the utmost value. 

What is tbe rationale of these facts? 

The cause of the regular periodic recurrence of the paroqcysms o£ 
intermittent fever is discussed at length by ])r. Watson in the first vol- 
ume of his Lectures on Medicine, p. 758. After passing in review the 
various theories that have been advanced to account for it, he leaves the 
subject as one altogether uncertain. Cullen's hypothesis as to the in- 
fluence of diurnal habit he thinks the nearest approach to the truth ; 
but admits that this will in no way account for the tertian find quartan 
types of ague. In this state of uncertainty, the peculiar poison — ma- 
laria — which causes intermittent fever has been generally regarded aft, 
the source of its periodical character. It is supposed to act in the way 
of a ferment in the blood ; and the zymotic process set up by it is sup- 
posed to have its regular development and decline, the paroxyms being 
its effect on the nervous system when the process attains its acme. 
When other affections manifest a periodic type, it is supposed that their 
subjects have either had ague, or been exposed to malarious influences. 
On the other hand, quinine and arsenic are considered to be antidotes to 
tho malarious poison, and thus to counteract its periodic influence in all 
affections which tend to assume that type. But I think I shall be borne 
out by general experience when I assert that periodic phenomena are 
manifested in many a case of neuralgia or other disease, when the 
hypothesis of malarious influence is altogether shut out. This theory, 
therefore, in itself a priori most improvable, must be at once rejected. 

If, then, the periodicity of ague does not depend upon the peculiar 
poison which occasions it, does it depend upon the peculiar portion of 
the organism which that poison affects ? This is universally acknowl- 
edged to be the nervous system — the sympathetic. 

Let mo place one after another some of the principal phenomena of 
the cold stage of ague, with those produced by galvanization of the 
sympathetic in the neck. 

In the cold stage of ague " the patient feels chilly ; the blood deserts 
the superficial capillaries; he grows pale, his features shrink, his skin is 
rendered dry and rough, his respiration is quick and anxious ; his pulse 
frequent sometimes, but feeble ; all tho secretions are usually diminished; 
may make water often, though generally he voids but little, and it is pale 
and aqueous ; his bowels are confined, and his tongue is dry and white." 
— (Watson, op. cit,, p. 735.) 

Let Dr. Brown Sequard now tell us the result of his galvanizing the 
sympathetic in the neck. '*The pupils are dilated; the eyelids wide 
open ; the globes protruding. Blood deserts the superficial vessels ; 
secretion is diminished or checked; temperature and all vital fiinctions 
lowered.*' 

It is clear from the above that the essential phenomena (diminished 
afflux of blood to the surface, oneok or secretion, and lowering of tAm.-- 
perature) of the cold stage of \ntotiii\UeTi^ fe^«t ta.v5\i^ ^x^^»s*^ 
Mrtiicially by ezeitation or tlxe Bym]^lliQ\\Q lSL«n% wA ^:t^ ^^\A8«^^. 
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upon tbe contnction of the blood resscls thereby occasioned. The hot 
•Uge is no less explicable as the natural reaction of the ressels to eres 
bejood their normal calibre, and finds its precise analogue in the phe- 
nomena which results from section of the sympathetic in the neck. 

It would appear from the above that the sympathetic system is thai 
puii of the organism specially affected by the malarious poison, and 
that the phenomena of ague depend on a periodic excitution of it by 
the poison, followed by an equally immoderate reaction in the opposite 
direction, which latter at length settles down to the equilibrium ofhealth. 
And upon the hypothesis the beneficial influence of quinine and arsenie 
in this disease receives its perfect rationale. For these are well known 
as (to use Dr. Handfield Jones' terra) " toners of the vaso-motor nerves'* 
— i. e., of the sympathetic, and their tonic influence thus exerted will 
obviously render it capable of resisting the morbid irritation of the 
malarious poison — a view of which is confirmed by the well known fact 
that quinine is no less vuluble as a preventive than as a curative agent* 
against this malady. 

But will the fact of the sympathetic system being the seat of the 
phenomena of ague help us to explain the periodic character of these 
phenomena? I think it will. Let us consider the actions of the heart 
and the uterus, two musclar organs supplied mainly or entirely by this 
nerve. 

What is the cause of the rhythm of the heart? Tt cannot be the 
stimulus of the blood, or of anything else within the body : for a fVog's 
heart will continue its regular systole and diastole for some time after 
its removal from tbe thorax. The only motive agency then Icflt to it is 
that of the sympathetic ganglia, which are imbedded in its substance. 
To these nervous centres we are therefore shut in our inquiry as to the 
heart's action ; but the influence of these centres is neither continuous 
nor occasional, but rhythmical — ^i. e., periodic. 

The uterus resembles the heart in its also possessing numerous sym* 
pathetic ganglia imbedded in its muscular walls, and in entire independ* 
ence of the cerebro- spinal system in its movements. Is there anything 
here periodic? We immediately think of the regular monthly recur- 
rence of the phenomena of menstruation, and of the act of parturition, 
which (as first shown by Dr. Tyler Smith in the pages of The Lancet) 
is determined by the menstrual periods, being normally due on the2lBt 
day after the commencement of the last menstruation.* 

From the marked periodicity apparent in the actions of these two or* 
gans, exclusively animated by sympathetic ganglia, we seem justified in 
the conclusion that a periodical evolution of nerve-force is characteris- 
tic of this division of the nervous system; and if this be the case, we 
cannot be surprised that it should give its peculiar character to pheno- 
mena resulting from the effect of a poison upon itself. Thus the 
periodic character of the paroxysms of ague is reduced under the mere 
general law of the periodic character of phenomena, morbid or natural, 
over which the sympathetic system presides, dependent upon the en* 
dowment of this system itself. 

It follows that periodic phenomena appearing in the course of an y 

•riifs theory should he more widely tatrWd out in. obatretic practice I have been 
dsiiirlited at the eaactitude with wVuch \l\»a*ii«\i\«>A m^^Ntt^tviA^iv %^«Q.^eafc c-k^ ^^ 4*^ 
iiVeiy. The advauUge of luch a pte-kw)w\ftdte.i«V^^« No ^*^«i\,w ^^«.>ii^si«t^ 
is ImmenM. 
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ether diseases must be attributed to an involTemeBt of the sjmpathetie 
iystem in their morbid irritation; and thus the beneficial effects, of 
quinine and arsenic in all such cases fall under the general law of the!? 
toning infiaence upon that system. I may instance the most common 
-affection which inclines to a periodic type — nervous headache. Dr« 
Symonds, in his admirable Gulstonian Lectures upon this subject, showi 
by many arguments that the vascular nerves (i. e., sympathetic) of the 
brain and skull are the seat of pain in this affection, and in common 
with general experience, regards quinine and arsenic as the sheet-anchor 
in its treatment. 

I venture to admit that the following original conclusions are estab-* 
lished by the preceding considerations : — 1. That ague is an affection of 
the sympathetic system. 2. That its periodical character is dependent 
upon a periodicity impressed upon the sympathetic system, and mani- 
fested in all the phenomena, morbid and natural, over which itpresidea^ 
3. That the modus operandi of quinine and arsenic in ague and other 
periodical affections is the toning influence exerted by them on the 
nympathetic nerve. The doctrine also of the dependence of the heart's 
movements on its embedded ganglia, and of the menstrual periodicity 
as the detormiDing cause of parturition, receive no slight corroboration ; 
and our instinctive recourse to quinine and arsenic, whenever periodie 
symptoms manifest themselves, receives alike its rationale and its estab- 
ment. 

Susannah C , aged thirteen, admitted into the Essex and Colches- 
ter Hospital, Feb. 24th 1859. The following history, down to the mid* 
die of November, was obligingly furnished to me by Mr. Johnson, th^ 
house-surgeon : — The account this girl gives of herself is, that she haa 
never had any particular illness until about two years ago, when she had 
fever, which laid her up for about seven weeks; but she has always been 
delicate. On admission she complained of feeling weak, and being un- 
able to follow her employment, that of factory hand. She states that 
she has been accustomed to work in a room heated by steam pipes, and 
that she was in the habit of fainting away at her work. She dates her 
present illness from running home one day in the wet, when she felt 
pain in the side, with slight cough, which confined her at home for a 
few days, when she resumed her employment for two days. She had 
medical advice, but received no benefit. On April 22d (whilst in hos- 
pital,) she had a good deal of pain in her head and back ; and on com- 
ing up stairs, she fell and lost consciousness and remained insensible 
from seven p. m. till two a. m., during which time she was very rigid, but 
did not struggle. On recovering sensibility, she felt pain in her left 
leg, which she attributed to rheumatism, and didnotmontion it until 
she discovered that she had lost all power of using it, and that it had 
no sense of feeling. About this time she complained of pain in her 
back. She was put under the influence of mercury, and the tartrate of 
antimony ointment rubbed along the course of the spine. From this 
time she had attacks of insensibility about once a week, until Sept. 
29th, when she left the hospital on five weeks leave of absence much 
improved in health. She was adaiitted at the expiration of her term of 
leave, having had several of her old attacks, and was altogether not bo 
well in health as when she went out. Her leg was now more partiou- 
larly examined^ when she was found to Via^« Ti«MDi«t mc^.^^ 'Oi.^x %w^^« 
VUty from her knee downwards. Ilie mnacVea ia.^ ydlXa^sosbw^X^ ^*V "^Sf^ 
20 
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tfiigli ftfpaared Muretl j, if at all aftetecL Siie wia unlntd tonks aid 
gixvl diat, aad the lag la iie galraaiaad daiij, and fieeqneiiiLj rabbad 
with a riMigli elotk. 

Tlia patiaat eama midar ai j eara about tlia nnddla of ^ovesbeiv 
and I eootinaad tha abera treatmaat for anoibar fiirtaiglftt, witbaoft 
Mj baneil. 

Oa tba lat of Decamber, I aarafnlly examiae tha apiiia, wbicb waa 
astranely tender oa praaaare from top to bottom, 9o aeaaitiYawaathia 
fOfpoD, tbai sbe eovld aot bear tke alightaat praaanra witboat paia, aad 
avea gentle percoaaioa made ber cry out. Tbia tenderaeaa waa mora 
jpronoaneed in the lower part of tbe dorsal ragioa,jaat below tbeantero- 
aeeterior earratara ia tbia aitaatioa, bat aot localised orer any partiea- 
lar rertebra. Sbe bad no fit sinee sbe came aader my care. Hat 
aomplexioa waa tallow aad ezpreaaioa dull. Sbe bad aeyer aieaatraap 
ted. Appetite bad; bowela regalar : nriae normaL Tbe left leg waa 
aompletely paralysed below tbe knee, and insenaible to pain. Sba 
aeald nse tbe llezora of tbe tbigb so aa to bend it partly towards tbe 
abdomen and tbera waa no anaetbesia above the knee. I ordered bet 
to have two grains of ergot twice a day, and the ^iae to be rabbed 
aigbt and morning with a liniment containing extract of belladonna: 
Ibe leg to be well rubbed with tbe flesh brash, aad the diet to be liberal, 
with moderate allowance of beer. 

The only alteration in thid treatment np to the 25th of January, 1860, 
was that of increasing tbe dose of ergot to fonr grains after a aiiabt ap- 
pearance of tbo catamenia on the 22nd of December. After the fiiai 
fortnight she began gradnally to aaiend, and the notes ia my hospital 
book are- 
Jan. 14tb. — Begin«i to walk nicely wi^wut oMtUtance; seaaibility baa 
la a great measure retaroed in tbe limb. 

23rd. — She is daily gaining mc^e use of the Hmb; spine is still rery 
lander. 

25th. — To be made an out-patient On the 5th of February she 
Walked up to the hospital ftom her residence in the town. Sbe had quite 

f lined the natural use of the limb, but spine still remained tender. 
continue the liniment, but omit the ergot. I baye not seen her 
rinee. 

EemarJa — Now, what was the pathology of this interesting case? 
We have, in looking over the history, evidence of a lesion of thecer* 
•bro-spinal system and its consequences — loss of consciousness^ tonio 
spasms, paralysis, anaetbesia. The spinal curvature I aatisfed myself 
jud not depend upon diseases of the bony column, and the tenderneaa 
lilong this tract indicated, I think, inflamatory action, as well as that 
•ombinatiou of symptoms, as Dr. Brown-Sequard has it, termed '^spinal 
irritation." I think it will be admitted that the amendment waa entire- 
ly due to the treatment. It was founded upon the above view which I 
took of tbe pathology of the case, and upon the principles so ably set 
forth by Dr. Brown-Sequard as to the therapeutical action of ergot and 
belladonna in the treatment of myelitis. In my notes of the lecturea 
I heard delivered by that distinguished physiologist in Edinburgh I find 
Ihe following : — 

' ''StryohDiae is almost useless in all lesions of tbe spinal cord, and 

atMeiallj hurtful ia eoageatioua ot t^a.^ %VtuQ^it%. \\ %fi^ Vi^ i|rodae» 

hg panljaiH of tha Mood ^aweVt oi ^\» w^i^ aai. «Mw^^st% \!a.>&% 
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lesions it can only increase tlie morbid effects. In s jmpatlietic paraple« 
gia, however, it is yery useful. Ergot of rye and belladonna ma/ 
both housed where strychnine cannot; they excite reflex action^^bj 
acting upoii the blood yessels of the nerves." 

In the summer of last year I saw two cases of myelitis with partial 

1>aralysis of the lower extremities, the bladder, and rectum, successful* 
V treated with ergot of rye and belladonnaby Professor Bennett, iir 
the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, such treatment being founded upon 
Dr. Brown -Sequard's views. I therefore venture to draw the attention 
of the profession to the subject by the details of the present case. 



Putanonaiy Fistula. 

Ellen Murray, 35 years of uge; no hereditary tendencies; has gener« 
ally enjoyed very good health prior to her admission to the Hospital 
on the 15th of June, 1858, for continued fever. She continued in the 
Hospital until August 28, when she was delivered of a healthy boy afler 
a very easy labor of only eight hours duration. Two weeks aflber her 
confinement she took cold, which was followed by an attack of plenritis, 
for which the usual treatment was employed. The case did not progress 
well. Paracentesis thoracis was performed, and there continued to be 
a discharge from the opening for three months. Patient took her dis- 
charge on the 15th of May, 1859, with directions to use the best food 
she could obtain, and avoid exposure. At the time of her ^discharge 
from the Hospital there had been no discharge from the pleural cavity 
for two months, the opening having entirely healed. August 21. — 
Patient was readmitted to the surgical wards of the Hospital with the 
left breast swollen to nearly four times its normal state; it was red, 
tender, and had a distinct fluctuation. As she had not nursed her 
ehild, and had received no blow upon the breast, this swelling was 
decided to be an abscess. She had the appearance of a person in the 
last stage of phthisis; coarse crepitus was heard over the whole of the 
left lung. On opening the abscess bubbles of air passed out with the 
pus. August 23. — The expectoration, which had been profuse, had 
almost entirely ceased, and the discharge flowed fVom the opening in 
the breast. On pressure the air can be felt cracking under the finger, 
in the same manner as in the emphysema following a fracture of the 
rib. On coughing, little bubbles of air pass out from the opening 
which has been made in the breast. It continued open, and the pus 
discharged freely, patient often turning on the diseased side to favor 
the discharge, till Oct. 2, when the opening closed. Immediately the 
patient commenced expectorating, filling in the coarse of the day a pint 
cup with the characteristic sputa of phthisis; previous to the closure 
of this opening she had not more than one or two sputa daily. Her 
treatment has been tonic and sustaining. The patient continued ez« 
pootorating in this profuse manner for three days, when the pulmonary 
fistula re-established itself, and the expectoration ceased. Oct. 15.— 
Patient very feeble; ordered 3 ss. ol. morrhusB in 3 ss. tr. cinchonsd co« 
It was found that the patient, under this treatment, was able to take 
and retain cod liver oil, and the dose was soon inct«a.«^d^%^^%S» ^S^s^ 
took 3 ss. three times a day witli Ae it, e\\iCi\iO\i%. tic^. ^\a ^^xsw^ 
wottia often ctone, ana tne patient ^If0uv4 i\i^ii WL^^X^PttSfc^^"^^*^^^ 
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it again opened the expectoration would cease. She left the Hospital 
in very good health, the following note of her case being made at the 
time: — ** She still has a cough without expectoration, cannot undergo 
any great exertion; for the last month has complained a good deal of 
pain over anterior portion of left chest, with much tenderness on pres- 
sure. This has not been relieved by plisters. Her general health is 
very good ; has gained much flesh within two months ; left side of 
thorax is much contracted, the shoulder falline considerably, while the 
light is rather bulging, giving well marked deformity to her person ; 
no respiratory motion over left chest ; no vocal fremitus except at the 
apex, at the inner part, anteriorly and posteriorly; perfect flatness 
except at the apex; right lung unusually resonant; no respiratory 
movement under left lung except under axillae ; the heart's apex is 
rather nearer the median line than normal, but Etrikes about the sixth 
intercostal space; respiration in the right lung perfectly normal." 
Patient now menstruated the flrst time for two years. 



On a Case of Abscess of Bone. OperatLon|; Cure. 

WITH CLINICAL LECTURE THEBEON BY MB. QUAIN. 

Reported by W. L. WiDt«rbotham, Ilouse-torgeon to Uoivenity College Hospittl. 

Charles J. , aged thirty- one, married ; a pale fair haired man ; 

admitted May 3rd, 1859, into University College Hospital under Mr. 
Qualn. 

Freviou9 history . — A native of London ; painter by trade, but never 
had cholic or rheumatism. When twelve years of age, he severely 
twisted his right leg, and bruised the skin over the tibia. He was con- 
fined to bed for five weeks, and a number of openings made their 
appearance over the front of the bone, through which matter and 
pieces of bone were discharged. When sixteen years and a half old, he 
struck his right knee, which caused it to swell, and occauoned much 
pain in the tibia ; this was poulticed. An abscess then formed over 
the upper end of the bone, which discharged and healed up. Two 
years and a half ago, he slipped and struck the head of the right tibia 
against the rim of a barrel. He then entered this hospital, where the 
part was poulticed, and he left well in a fortnight. The limb now 
remained sound till about four weeks ago, when be again began to feel 
pain in it, — the pain being severest at night, and preventing him from 
sleeping. On this account he again applied for relief at the hospital* 

FreserU Hate (May 5th). — When both logs are examined, there is a 

marked difference perceptible between them,— confined however, to the 

upper halves of the tibia. The right one is considerably larger than 

the left, and is arched forwards, so that the part below the head, usual* 

ly slightly concave at each side, is changed into a convexity. There is 

no redness or other ulcerated appearance of the skin. When this part 

is pressed on, the patient complains of an aching pain. This pain. 

moreover, is always present in a slight degree ; and, upon careful 

questioning, he states there is a throbbing sensation, like as he says, to 

tne feel of a ** gathered finger." He does not sleep; his face expresses 

Mufferiug; appetite bad ; has had dlalluct aud re\|eated attacks of shif-> 

wag, bat none lately ; he suSera i\o "^saii «x)^^\iv^^%^viAMM&VvBBJb* 

OpiraMom (May 10th).— Mr. Q%a\ti m^A© % wa«i^iJJL\^^>sftwi. wvi^^ 
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anterior snrface of the right tibia, abont two inches below the head, and 
applied a faU-sized trephine. On removing the bone, a large quantity 
of pus welled np from a cavity in the cancellated tiflsue, of the size of 
a large walnut, at the distance of about an inch and a half from the 
Bnrface ; into this a strip of lint was inserted, and afterwards a poultice 
was applied. Ordered to take a full dose of opium. 

12th. — No pain, but a soreness about the part. 

24th. — General health remarkably good ; wound is granulating freely 
at the surface and sides, but not at the bottom. 

June 14. — Since the last report everything has gone on favorably ; 
the wound has gradually closed, till there is now but a small opening 
left. 

After having attended two or three times as an out-patient, the wound 
completely closed, and the roan returned to his work. 

In this clinical lecture, on the subject which this case illustrates, Mr. 
Quain observed, that *' the first point — the main point — is in this, as in 
many other cases, the formation of an accurate diagnosis. To establish 
it here the chief reliance must be placed on the character of the pain 
and swelling. As regards the pain, it is often difficult, in examples of 
local suffering, to determine if the suffering is owing to an appreciable 
local disease or not ; and the presence of local disease — say of bone—* 
being decided on, it is essential to determine its nature, for on the de- 
cision arrived at must depend the treatment. 

'* Very intense pain is found to exist without appreciable local disease; 
for instance, I was asked by a surgeon connected with a dispensary in 
this neighborhood, to see one of his patients who had suffered for a con- 
siderable time from pain — excruciating pain — in one of the knees. I 
found the knee and the hip free from evidence of organic change. It 
was an example of local nerve-pain. Subsequently, the limb was am- 
putated at the thigh by an eminent surgeon, who took a different view 
Of the cause of the suffering. But the joint was sound, and the opera- 
tion only served the purpose of proving again, and beyond all question, 
what was well known before, that local pain by itself is not a proof of 
appreciable local disease. 

'• The reverse of this too, happens : — e. g„ I know a person who 
complained of tingling in the fingers of one hand, and inability to use 
it. He had been treated for more than a year, and had taken a large 
quantity of medicine in the belief that the tingling in the nerves arose 
from an affection of the brain. Yet it was wholly the resultof a swelling 
in the wrist, of which he was almost unconscious, and to which he had 
not called the attention of the physician under whose care he had been. 
The pain and disability in the fingers were removed by the removal of 
the disease in the wrist. 

'* Examples of pain occasioned by disease at a distance from the seat 
of distress are of every day occurrence at the hospital. You will re- 
member a man suffering much in the wards just now, who complains 
exclusively of the knee, which is free from disease, the real malady 
being at the hip. Such oases must be familiar to you. But one case^ 
from its singularity, may be dwelt on for a moment, as affording a clear 
illustration of this kind of suffering. A female patient complained of 
intense pain under the balls of the toes, across the foot. She had loQ^ 
been under treatment atv&rioua in&luuuou^ \ Vx«A\a>kjfe^\si'^^'«^'<i>^^^ 
iaeJudiog arsenic, and she stated tJial a\ift Awvift^x^v^l Sxwtt."^si»^ ^^2^%% 
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and only from it Tlie relief was howeTer only tnnsienL Suspectiu 
kowerer from the appearamce of tkis penos, tluit there miglit be a locu 
eaxue, — perhape from preaaare on lome part of the narTe, at the end 
of whose braoches the pain was felt, — ^InuMle a closer examination along 
the limb, and found a small swelling on the back of the thigh, beneath 
the hamstring muscles. Pressure upon it aggravated the pain of tha 
foot. I remoTed a bone like temor from the interior of the internal 
popliteal nerr e, and the long suffering in the foot was thenceforward at 
an end. 

" Pain, then, may exist without appreciable local disease at the part 
where it is felt or elsewhere; it may result from disease, more or less r^ 
mote from the seat of suffering ; and it occurs (this is most common) 
in close connection with actual disease. Of this last, examples are 
constantly before us in the hospital in cases of disease of the bone. 

**! have said enough to show the importance of a close inquiry into 
ihe cause of that important symptom, pain^ in order to determine what 
it really betokens. To the indication afforded in the cas: under obser- 
Tation we shall return presently. Meanwhile a few remarks on the 
mcelling. We have to inquire if that swelling was a certain indication 
that actire interference was necessary. Here, too, as in every other 
matter of practice, cases previously observed, will help us by illostratioa 
or contrast. Brief references will be enough for our present object. 
A man, aged forty, felt in going down stairs, and afterwards in walk- 
ing anywhere a good deal of pain in the upper part of one leg, and he 
fell lame. On examination, the tibia was found to be enlarged above the 
shaft, and the enlargement was accompanied by a change of shape. 
The bone was filled out on each side below its head, bo as to be uniform- 
ly rounded instead of being angular, as it normally is. The contrast 
between the limbs was very well marked. The pain, though severa 
dorino: exercise, was diminished, but did not cease, during rest. 

*^ With inprovement of health, which had been somewhat impaired, 
this gentleman was relieved of his local pain, and now after the lapse 
of twelve years he is able to take any active exercise on foot, without 
suffering ; he fee' t no pain ^ but the swelling continue* undiminished. 

" That, like the case the history of which I have read to you, was an 
example of swelling of the bone confined to the upper end, and accom- 
panied with pain. We are seldom without examples of enlargement 
of the shaft of the tibia, attended with more or leas suffering from 
pain. The enlargement or hypethrophy in these cases commonly 
afiects the thickness of the bone only, but occasionally its length. The 
worst cases of thickening of the bone that I have aeen have been con- 
nected with syphilitic taint of the system. In such cases the shaft is 
the part chiefly affected. 

*' Let us turn now to the pain and the swelling in the ease reoited,aa 
the guides in forming a diagnosis. First, aa regards the pain. After 
oareful examination, it waa plain that the pain did not arise from an J 
general or constitutional state of the patient. He had never been sub- 

1'ect to any local pain without a local disease. He was a laborious and 
lealthy man, not one of the class of persons in whom pain without a 
local cause is found to arise. There was not, moreover, any disease in 
the iimb, except in the place referred to, to account for the pain, and 
no other conelusion seemed poas\\A«\>u\x\i^^\2ki«'^iI^^«t^^»^CTQm thft 
Bwelling at the point at viWcVi l\ waa fe\\. 
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** The character of the pain was not without its importance. The pa- 
tient described the pain as like that of a '* gathered finger ; " it was 
such, in fact; as might be expected when pus was being formed. 

''Again, as to the swelling it was confined to the end of the bone^ and 
it is at that part of the bone that collections of pus have been met with. 
It had not lasted for a great length of time, and there was tenderness t9 
the touch over it. 

" These were the circumstances that led to the conclusion that the 

Eatient's sufferings were owing to abscess in the cancellated part of the 
one, and to the practice pursued." 



Can a Woman ranain Ignorant of her Pr^^ancy up to the time of 

her Delivery ? 

Sir : — In the year 1852, 1 attended a young married woman, aged 
nineteen, and delivered her of her first child, under the following cir* 
cumstances : — I was hurriedly sent for to visit her, it being supposed 
that she was laboring under inflammation of the bowels. On my arrival, 
I found her free from all inflammatory symptoms ; but 1 had not been 
long with her before she had a violent labor pain ; another, and another 
followed. I examined her abdomen, which I found somewhat enlarged. 
I took her mother aside^ and expressed my fears that the patient would 
miscarry. She smiled, and said she was sure her daughter was not 
pregnant at all. She had never had any symptom of it, had never felt 
any motion as of a child in the womb, and no preparations had been or 
were making in the way of providing clothes for the infant. I adminis- 
tered an opiate with the view to prevent the miscarriage ; but on my 
return, two hours afterwards, I found labor had progressed steadily; she 
was soon delivered of an exceedingly small infant, apparently still born; 
but, by the use of the hot and cold bath alternately, I had the satisfac- 
tion of handing over to its unbelieving grandmother a living child, and I 
may add that it is now a strong, healthy boy, eight years old. This was 
certainly the smallest living infant I ever saw ; it could not have been, 
from its appearance, more than six months and a half in utero. 

On cross-examining the mother of the child, she assured me she had 
not the most remote idea that she was pregnant, and had never felt any 
movement or other peculiar feeling in the abdomen. The enlargement 
of the belly ( which was not very great) she had never paid any regard 
to. Having been very delicate before her marriage, her oatamenia 
had been extremely irregular, so that no exact data could be obtained 
as (O the duration of the uterine life of the infant. The patient moved 
in the middle ranks of life, and was in every respect trustworthy, and 
from what I know of her, I feel assured she would conceal nothing from 
me. Being a married woman, she had no reason to conceal anything, 
but, on the contrary, felt proud of her offspring. In further confirmation 
of the unexpected nature of the event, I may mention that as it happened 
on the 1st of April, considerable difficulty was experienced with some of 
her friends in convincing them nf its truth. 

This case then,l think, proves that a woman can remain in ignorance 
of hor pregnancy up to the v^y time of her delivtttv^fCpA \^^^^^% 
worthy of a place in your columns. ^. _0 

—Lancet. IL S^WTt Qi«.>>&^»- 
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Letter from Dayid P. Smith, H. D. 

Edinburgh, Angust 13, I860. 

To-day Professor Syme removed an adipose sarcoma banging from 
the posterior margin of the axilla. It was very large ; incision being 
required of fifteen inches in extent. Chloroform is here given very 
freely on a napkin, loosely applied to the patient's face. In reply to a 
question of mine, Prof. Syme said he bad never seen a fatal case from 
obloroform, and that he thought all danger incurred in its use arose 
from bad management. In closing the wound he used silver sutures, 
which he remarked be owed America for. An epithelial cancer of the 
lower lip was removed by an oval incision made with scissors instead of 
our ordinary Y-shaped incision, care being taken to unite by suture the 
ekin with the mucous membrane. I was surprised to find that imme- 
diately after the operation, although there was considerable loss of tissue 
lie was able to completely close his lips. I am not sure but that it gives 
less deformity than our ordinary Y-shaped incision. 

August 14. — Prof. S., after dissecting up the scrotal integuments 
and joining them with silver sutures over a fungus of the testicle, 
remarked that he considered it a mercurial disease. That in certain 
aystems the use of mercury, which might indeed cure the symptoms for 
which it was used, in the end produced just this state of things. A 
child of six months wa& brought forward to be operated upon for hare-lip. 
Prof. S. remarked that he did not usually operate upon infants of so 
tender an age, but that in the present instance the deformity was so 
great that he considered an early operation very desirable. He first 
caught the two depending angles of the cleft and the upper lip each with 
a pair of spring forceps. Letting them hang down by their own weightf 
the paring of the edges was rendered easier of accomplishment. A piece 
of wet lint was put upon the cut surfaces, and the child taken away so 
that the bleeding might cease before the edges were approximated. 
Alter the performance of another operation, say in about twenty minutes, 
the lint was removed, and one hare lip pin being introduced just above 
the margin of the lip, the edges were further approximated by the silver 
Buture. A curious case of varicose aneurism was shown which occupied 
the whole side of the head beneath the ear, projecting into the mouth 
under the jaw. Before entrance to the hospital it had been several 
times punctured through the mouth with needles. Nothing but blood 
had issued. It was found to be easily compressed, and pervaded by a 
strong aneurismal thrill plainly perceptible to the hand. This thrill 
was most plainly felt over the external jugular vein. Pressure on the 
carotid exercised no influence over it. Prof S. declined doing anything 
for it. A girl was shown with an exostosis of the head of the fibula of 
great size. Prof. S. considered any attempt at its removal as so dan- 
gerous on account of the almost certainty of opening the knee joint, 
that he could advise nothing short of amputation. I now remember to 
have seen somewhere recently reported, the case of a gentleman upon 
whom Mr. Liston operated for the removal of a similar but much smaller 
growth. The man died. 

August 15. — To-day Mr. Spence removed a urinary calculus from a 
boy about fourteen years o\d b-j l\i^ ot^viwc^ \%\Kt^V Q^ration. The 
$tone was one and tbree-quaxtei \T\Ci\ie% \Q\i^, Nvj wi^ %s^^ %. ^wXwt ^^^ 
one inch in short diameters, 1 \ia.N^ ^e^xi \Ti vV^ ^xv^%Nft\w:iwa^ A^*a., 
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Edwards some very interesting cases of exsection of tlie joints. One 
case in particular deserves notice. It is the removal of all the carpal 
bones for strumous disease. Although but a short time has elapsed 
since the operation the patient, a girl of 12 or 14 years, can sew very 
well with it, and grasp so small an object as your finger with almost 
unimpared prehension. Assuredly excision of the wrist joint will yet 
be preferred to amputation. 

August 21. — Prof. Syine operated for removal of false joint of 
humerus about five inches above elbow joint. When a case is admitted 
into the Infirmary, he orders a firm case to be made for the arm, of 
starch and pasteboard, keeping the elbow at a right angle. When this 
casC; which extends from the top of the shoulder to the ends of the 
fingers, becomes dry, it is removed, an incision made down to the end 
of the bone, the fractured ends cut off, and then the arm replaced in 
this firm case. The wound is easily reached and dressed through a 
window cut in the case, and this splint is retained upon the arm for a 
long time. 

In the case before us, the arm had been fractured fourteen weeks 
previous, and there had apparently been no attempt at union. The ends 
of the bone not being easily turned out, were removed by cutting forceps. 
I am of the opinion that the views of Prof. F. H. Hamilton with regard 
to the cause of this complication of fracture, are correct. Cases occur- 
ring in my own practice have shov^n me the almost impossibility of 
securing immobility of the upper arm, while the elbow joint is fiexed. 
The eminently philosophical suggestion of Professor Hamilton deserves 
extensive trial. 

A few days ago I enjoyed the hospitalities of Prof. Simpson, and saw 
at his house Dr. Olliep of Lyons, who showed us the results of many 
experiments he had made upon rabbits, to demonstrate that periosteum 
is the sole producer of bone. He also showed that periosteum trans- 

?lanted into different parts of the body of the rabbit would produce bone, 
believe it has been noticed in the practice of Dr. Jas. R. Wood of New 
York, that when his plan of introducing and moving a probe around a 
sequestrum formed after an amputation has been followed, a large 
amount of bony matter has been thrown out. Taking, then, these two 
facts together : 1st. That periosteum produces bone; 2d. That irritation 
of periosteum by even a probe causes it to throw out a large amount of 
bony matter ; does it not seem that measures unnecessrily severe have 
been adopted for the cure of false joint ? Why not make a simple 
incision down to the lesion, and cutting through the periosteum, irritate 
it at the time of the first incision and every few days thereafter, by 
introducing a probe underneath it? If subcutaneous incisions of the 
periosteum, instead of through the bones, be made, I think much more 
will be accomplished. 

August 22. — Mr. Spence showed a case of periostitis of the upper 
part of the humerus. On dilating the fistula leading to it, and in- 
troducing the finger, it was found that new bone was forming around 
the sequestrum. This sequestrum being removed, recovery will, no 
doubt, be rapid. What a pity that early incision through the soft 

Earts down to the bone, and, if need be, trephining the bone, is not 
ad recourse to early in these cases. A case of mine recently re^^orted 
in this journal exemplifies t\i\s iTealm^tkt. ^\i^ «x<^\!k^ ^%sb^ x^^^^^^^ 
operated on by this distinguislied auif^eou/vi^ loi^v^l ^^« 
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August 31. — A few days ago a man was admitted into the Infirm- 
ary laboring under a retention of urine. He was relieved for the 
time, but one night by some turn or other the catheter was broken, 
the curved extremity remaining in the bladder. The next day Mr. 
Symc, after endeavoring ineffectually to seize the end of the fragmeiii 
of the catheter by urethral forceps, cut in the mesial line upon a 
staff, but on introducing his finger could not, in any way, reach the 
bladder. A few days after an autopsy showed the existence of an 
immense tumor beneath the prostrate filling up the pelvis to that 
degree that it was quite impossible to reach the bladder through the 
perineum. A very anomalous case. I saw Mr. Syme amputate the 
thigh of a young girl for fungus hematodes of the knee joint, and 
was much pleased by the simplicity and beauty, if such a term can 
be applied to such a subject, of the operation. The artery was 
compressed in the groin by the thumb, and anterior and posterior 
flaps formed by transfixion. The blood lost W':s certainly not more 
than three ounces. A male child, twenty-one months old, was brought 
to the Infirmary, upon whom lithotomy had been done several months 
previously by a sur^xeon in the country. Ever since the operation 
the urine had passed wholly by the wound, which bad become fistulous, 
and on introducing bougies into the urethra it was found impervious. 
Mr. Syme introduced a director through the fistula into the bladder, 
cutting upon that until a staff, introduced through the urethra, 
could be brought into contact with the director in the fistulous 
passage, in this way endeavored to re-establish the urethra. It 
seemed to have been entirely obliterated, as was suspected, by im- 
proper bruising or cuiting at the time of the lithotomy operation. 
Time will show us whether any operation is likely to be of any 
avail. I have seen and assisted in private practice, in the division 
of tendons for the cure of club feet several times, and have been 
particularly struck by the strong adhesions that repeated operations 
nave caused to form between the tendon and surrounding parts. I 
apprehend that a cure should, if possible, be obtained by one division 
and the use of proper shoes after^'ards, for the adhesions add very 
much to the difficulty of a cure. — American Medical Times. 



Eellevue Hospital— Death following Inhalation of Chloroform. 

[Reported by Alexander RiVKS, Jr.,M. D., Acting Senior Assistant] 

On the morning of August Ist, 1860, at or about 10.45 A. M., I was 
requested by Dr. Mason, acting house surgeon of the first surgical di- 
vision, to administer chloroform to Michael Lanahan, preparatory to 
the operation of circumcision. Patient was forty years of age, and 
complained of nothing but a chancre under the prepuce. I according- 
ly proceeded to administer the chloroform on a napkin, pouring out 
smnll quantities at a time, and allowing a space of from one-half to one 
inch to intervene between the patient's mouth and the napkin, so that 
there might be a free admixture of atmospheric air with the anaesthetic 
agent. 1 observed, at first, nothing unusual in the behavior of the pa- 
^iciit; his respiration was uatut'dl^ his pulse was good, and he soon 
exhibited the usual symptoms o? mus^^uNxjit ^^Xa^tw ^VyOb. ^t^^v.sid. wias- 
tbesia. The whole amount o£ c\i\oio^oxm\uV\i^Wc!Si^^^^^wss^^ 
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